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Pre-Application Advice  

Planning Services offers informal advice on whether permission is required for all 

development types. We can provide an assessment and advice on a proposal, including a 

single meeting either on site or in the office with the case officer, and a written response on 

the enquiry. Internal consultation will be carried out, but we will not normally involve external 

consultees at this stage.  Please note that as part of this process we will not be consulting 

with external consultees some of which may have their own pre application advice service. 

The response will provide advice on the principle of the proposal and will identify key issues 

that have to be addressed, as far as these can be identified at this early stage. Based on the 

detail submitted with the proposal and internal consultee advice we will provide a response 

with as much detail as possible.   

Following on from the initial response we can provide for more detailed discussions and may 

involve consultees such as Conservation, Ecology and Highways, where necessary. It will 

also cover such matters as Heads of Terms of legal agreements and scoping the content of 

various studies such as Transport Assessments necessary to support a planning application. 

For unusual or complex applications including minerals and waste proposals or those of a 

strategic scale/role the Pre-Application Fee will be quoted on application.  In all development 

type categories, the Planning service reserve the right to apply an additional top up fee where 

required.   

We also offer a one-off fee of £250 if you would like to come in and meet with us. 

Do I need Planning Permission?   

This simple and quick service is invaluable for homeowners and developers who seek 

informal advice as to whether Planning Permission is required for works, they are proposing.  

A site visit or meeting will not normally be undertaken or provided as part of this service.   
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Pre-Application Fee Schedule 

No Development description Fee Target for a 

response 

1 Minor Developments: 

• 1-4 dwellings, 

• Commercial development with no new 

floorspace (e.g., shopfronts) 

• Creation or change of use of up to 499 sqm 

floor space 

• Any other development on land less than 1ha 

for change of use or works involving no 

floorspace 

If your proposals include works to a listed building an 

additional charge of £175 is payable 

£445 

 

 

25 working days 

2 Medium Developments: 

• 5 - 9 dwellings, 

• Creation or change of use of 500-999 sqm 

floor space 

• Any other development on land 1ha or more 

for change of use or works involving no 

floorspace. 

If your proposals include works to a listed building an 

additional charge of £225 is payable 

£1000 

 

35 working days 

3 Major Developments: 

• 10 - 99 dwellings  

• Creation or change of use of 1,000-9,999 sqm 

floor space 

• Waste proposals where annual throughput is 

less than 50,000 tonnes 

• Renewable energy developments on sites of 

1-4 hectares  

• Applications likely to need EIA 

£2000 

 

35 working days 
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No Development description Fee Target for a 

response 

If your proposals include works to a listed building an 

additional charge of £300 is payable 

4 Large Strategic Developments: 

• 100 or more dwellings, 

• Residential developments on sites greater than 

2.5 hectares 

• Creation or change of use of 10,000 sqm or 

more floor space 

• Minor minerals and waste developments of 15 

hectares or less 

• Outline / hybrid applications over 5ha 

• Renewable energy developments on sites of 5 

hectares or more  

£3000 

 

35 working days 

5 Extensions to domestic houses / flats 

(includes LBC advice FOC/ exempt)  

£60 

 

20 working days 

6 Exemptions:  Works to trees / Household Listed 

Building Advice 

£0 20 working days 

7 Works to a listed building without separate planning 

advice (non-household) 

£250 35 working days 

8 Display of adverts £60 20 working days 

9 Telecommunications development £60 20 working days 

10 Do I need Permission?  

• Householder / domestic 

• Commercial/ change of use/ shop fronts 

• Listed Building Consent - any works to Listed 

Buildings require consent  

• Advertisement Consent 

£40 20 working days 
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No Development description Fee Target for a 

response 

11 Face to face meeting (maximum 2 hours) 

 

£250 

 

Based on 2 hours 

with senior officer 

 

A fee must accompany all ‘Do I need planning permission?’ and pre-application enquiries as 

set out above. Charges are inclusive of VAT and are non-refundable nor deductible from any 

future planning application fee submission.  

Planning Performance Agreement Fee Schedule  

The purpose of the Planning Performance Agreement is to allow both Parties (the Planning 

Service of Northumberland County Council and the applicant) to enter into an Agreement to 

establish and refine the project vision, application requirements, timescales, development 

objectives, methods for consideration and determination of applications for the purposes of 

providing the Parties with a level of certainty as to the process and timescale to be followed. 

Given the benefits of Planning Performance Agreements all applicants for largescale major 

planning applications will be asked to enter into an Agreement at the point of validation if not 

before. Early discussions are welcome in advance of submitting an application to agree the 

terms of the agreement. 

In consideration for the services provided by NCC Planning Services the applicant will pay 

Planning Services a sum of 15 % of the application fee or in the case of a section 73 

application or similar the 15% fee will be based on the fee calculated for the original 

application.  For unusual or complex applications including minerals and waste proposals or 

proposals of a strategic scale the Planning Performance Agreement Fee will be quoted prior 

to an application being submitted.  In all development type categories, the Planning service 

reserve the right to apply an additional top up fee were required. 

The payment should be made at the point that the Planning Application is submitted. Failure 

to pay will result in the PPA being terminated. The payment is in addition to any application 

fee payable under the Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications and Deemed 

Applications) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2008 or any superseding Act, Order or 

Regulations. Any failure to make the payment will result in the termination of the agreement 

between the LPA and the applicants. 

Concessions 

Town and Parish Councils along with Registered Charities will be entitled to a 50% reduction 

applied to all pre-application fees.  
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Disabled access or facilities: A pre-application fee will not be required when the proposal is 

solely for the alteration or extension of an existing dwellinghouse; or works in the curtilage of 

an existing dwellinghouse (other than the erection of a dwellinghouse) for the purpose of 

providing: 

• means of access to or within it for a disabled person who is resident in it, or is 

proposing to take up residence in it; or 

• facilities designed to secure that person's greater safety, health or comfort. 

Evidence from a medical practitioner will be required to show the disabled access or facility is 

required. 

Ways to Apply 

An application form is available on the Council’s website at 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning.aspx 

Pay the pre-application fee on our website or call Customer Services on 0345 6006400 to 

pay by secure credit and debit card. 

You can send your Pre-Application form and documents by email to 

planning@northumberland.gov.uk. 

 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning.aspx
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/SelfService/Pay.aspx
mailto:planning@northumberland.gov.uk
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