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1 Introduction 
1.1 Conservation Areas 

Conservation areas are �areas of special architectural or historic interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance�1.  They are 
designated by the local planning authority using local criteria. 

Conservation areas are about character and appearance, which can derive from 
many factors including individual buildings, building groups and their relationship 
with open spaces, architectural detailing, materials, views, colours, landscaping, 
street furniture and so on.  Character can also draw on more abstract notions such 
as sounds, local environmental conditions and historical changes.  These things 
combine to create a locally distinctive sense of place worthy of protection. 

Conservation areas do not prevent development from taking place.  Rather, they 
are designed to manage change, controlling the way new development and other 
investment reflects the character of its surroundings.  Being in a conservation area 
does tend to increase the standards required for aspects such as repairs, 
alterations or new building, but this is often outweighed by the �cachet� of living or 
running a business in a conservation area, and the tendency of a well-maintained 
neighbourhood character to sustain, or even enhance, property values. 

The first conservation areas were created in 1967 and now over 9,100 have been 
designated, varying greatly in character and size.  There are currently 15 in Alnwick 
district, as set out below: 

•  Alnmouth 
•  Alnwick 
•  Amble 
•  Eglingham 
•  Embleton 
•  Felton 
•  Glanton 

                                                           
1 Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990, s69. 
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•  Guyzance 
•  Lesbury 
•  Newton on the Moor 
•  Rock 
•  Rothbury 
•  Warkworth 
•  Whittingham 
•  Whitton 

1.2 Town Planning Context 
Designation remains the principal means by which local authorities can apply 
conservation policies to a particular area.  The Council has a duty, in exercising its 
planning powers, to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance of conservation areas.  It also has a duty, 
from time to time, to draw up and publish proposals for preservation and 
enhancement, and to consult local people on them2.  The local planning authority 
also has extra powers in conservation areas over demolition, minor developments, 
and tree protection (see page 45).  Government policy in PPG153 stresses the 
need for local planning authorities to define and record the special interest, 
character and appearance of all conservation areas in their districts. 

The current development plan for the district comprises the Alnwick District Core 
Strategy (adopted October 2007) and the saved policies of both the Alnwick District 
Wide Local Plan (September 2007) and the Northumberland County & National 
Park Joint Structure Plan (February 2008).  The emerging Regional Spatial 
Strategy due to be adopted in 2008 carries significant weight and will, when 
adopted, supersede the saved policies of the county structure plan. 

The Council is working on area development plan documents and topic-specific 
supplementary planning documents which, with the Core Strategy, will form the 
district Local Development Framework.  Conservation area matters are considered 
within this framework. 

1.3 This Character Appraisal 
This character appraisal is for Embleton.  Its preparation began during summer 
2007 by North of England Civic Trust for Alnwick District Council.  Comment and 
information was invited from local stakeholders during its preparation, and a draft 
was put out to public consultation.  Responses were then considered and a version 
presented to the Alnwick Operations Executive Committee on 12 June 2007 for 
decision.  The committee agreed to the designation of Embleton Conservation 
Area. 

                                                           
2 Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990, s72 and s71 
3 Planning Policy Guidance Note 15: Planning & The Historic Environment 
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By its very nature, this document cannot be exhaustive.  Omissions should not 
necessarily be regarded as having no special interest or making no positive 
contribution to the character and appearance of Embleton. Following designation of 
the conservation area, this character appraisal should be updated every five years 
or so, taking account of changes in the area and further understanding of the place. 

1.4 Further Information 
For further information on this character appraisal, or conservation in Alnwick in 
general, please contact: 

•  Alnwick District Council 
Planning Section 
Allerburn House 
Alnwick 
Northumberland 
NE66 1YY 

•  Tel: (01665) 510 505 

•  E-mail: planning@alnwick.gov.uk 

This document can be downloaded from www.alnwick.gov.uk.   

 

We endeavour to make our services accessible to 
everyone.  This text of this leaflet can be made available 
in a variety of formats including audio tape and large 
print.  For further information contact the Press & 
Communications Office on (01665) 511205. 
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2 Location and Context 
2.1 Location 

Embleton is an historic village on the north Northumberland coastal plain.  It 
straddles a low ridge about ¾ mile inland from the attractive sandy bay which takes 

its name from the village.  The ridge stands 
out from the surrounding flat plain as it is 
formed from hard grey whinstone, the locally 
occurring dolomite that has so influenced 
the landscape and seascape of this part of 
the coast.  In fact, the welcome sandiness of 
the bay itself is unusual as the shore, for 
most of this part of the coast, is almost 
totally dominated by craggy headlands and 
rocky outcrops of this muddy grey 
whinstone.  Historically, Embleton�s railway 
station on the main north-south line was at 
Christon Bank, about 1¼ miles to the west.  
The A1 is a further 2½ miles west beyond 
the station.  The main road through the 
village runs north-south parallel to the coast, 
with a short cul-de-sac spur to Embleton 
Bay in the east and a secondary road to the 
west which eventually meanders to the A1.  
In the village this is Station Road, passing 
the former station at Christon Bank. 

Embleton is 7 miles north east of Alnwick, 
the district administrative and service centre, 

about 40 miles north of Newcastle upon Tyne, the regional capital, and 28 miles 
from the Scottish border.  Embleton�s centre is at grid reference NU 231 226. 

The village lies in the parish of Embleton, and in the Embleton Ward of Alnwick 
District Council.  In the 2001 census, the ward had a population of 941, most of 
which is in the settlements of Embleton and Christon Bank. 
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2.2 Context 
2.2.1 Geology 

Embleton is at the southern end of the North Northumberland Coastal Plain  
countryside character area (no.1)4.  The North Northumberland Coastal Plain is 
underlain by sedimentary limestone, shales and sandstones of Carboniferous age, 
including local deposits of thin coal seams.  Intruding into the Carboniferous rocks 
are near horizontal sheets of dense black rocks created by volcanic action deep 
below the ground.  These sheets are collectively known as the Whin Sill.  This term 
was originally used by northern quarrymen and, in geological science, �sill� is now 
applied to all similar geological formations while �whin� has become the generic 
term for hard black rock.  While the sandstones and shales are prone to weathering 
into bays and headlands, whinstone is especially resistant to erosion by wave and 
weather, forming shore line cliffs, offshore islands and dramatically unexpected 
inland escarpments.  Dunstanburgh Castle takes advantage of the shoreline whin 
crags at Castle Point, whilst Lindisfarne Castle proudly stands atop a steep-sided 
crag of whin associated with the Whin Sill.  Inland outcrops and escarpments of the 
Sill, such as the ridge which the village of Embleton straddles, form distinctive local 
landmarks and support rare, semi-natural, whinstone grasslands. 

2.2.2 Topography and Aspect 
Between the seventeenth century and the start of the twentieth, Embleton has 
grown from a protected settlement in the shelter of the local whinstone ridge to one 
that straddles the ridge, with residents prepared to live in the teeth of the eastern 
gales but with the considerable compensation of the wonderful seascape of 
Embleton Bay.  Since then, with the destruction of the 
north half of the ridge by quarrying, the village has 
expanded massively towards Embleton Common in the 
north, into an open area west of the quarry.  Since 1900, 
this area of additional suburban development has almost 
doubled the size of the footprint of the village.  In spite of 
its size, this development is peripheral to the old village 
and does little to prevent the area around Front Street 
from feeling like the heart of the village.  In 
fact, because of the undulating topography 
of the village, this suburban addition is not 
actually visible from the southern and 
eastern approaches or sectors of the village. 

Of the old village, properties and spaces 
along the western flank of the ridge have an 
open aspect across the rooftops and church 

                                                           
4 Countryside character areas, devised by the Countryside Agency, provide a context to local planning and 
development. There are 159 areas in England, unique in terms of land form, historical and cultural attributes. 
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tower towards a rural landscape, while those on the eastern side face towards the 
splendid open seascape of Northumberland�s Heritage Coast. 

2.2.3 Setting and External Relationships 
Embleton enjoys a dramatic setting elevated above the seascape of Embleton Bay 
and the surrounding pastoral landscape.  On the landward side its rural setting is 
not compromised in any way by the closeness of any other settlements.  Even the 
South Farm / Embleton Mill complex is at a respectful distance, tucked away into 
the valley of the Embleton Burn.  To the east, the village is set in a wide, open 
coastal landscape, separated from the sea by fields, golf links and grassy sand 
dunes, again with no visible hint of nearby settlements. 

Historically, Embleton was greatly connected with Dunstanburgh Castle through the 
Earls of Lancaster (see below), but the link with the Castle has now been 
transformed into a cultural and visual one, as it enhances the views from the village 
and plays a major part in the tourist economy of the village and local area.  The 
other significant historical relationship of the village was with Merton College, 
Oxford.  Although this was never a physically close one, it was a hugely important 
cultural link for this small northern parish (discussed below). 

With the closure of the huge whinstone quarry to the north in the 1960s, the village 
lost all links with industry.  No 
longer did large noisy vehicles 
carry stone to Craster or to the 
railway sidings at Christon Bank 
and no longer did the noise of 
quarrying resound around the 
northern parts of the village.  In 
1965 all links with the Christon 

Bank station ceased with the closure of the station.  Only Station Road remains as 
a reminder of this 120 year relationship with the railway system. 

Although Embleton has twice as many shops as Craster, ie. just two, several pubs 
and a hotel, its service offer is limited only to daily need and local leisure.  The 
nearest sizeable retail and service centre 
is seven miles away at Alnwick, a 
situation which is unlikely to change in 
the foreseeable future. This economic 
relationship is therefore somewhat 
distant. 

Another recent cultural link has been with 
the W T Stead International Memorial 
Society which descended on the village 
from all parts of the globe in 1987 and 
again in 1999, leaving behind a 
commemorative tree in the garden of the 
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former Presbyterian Church where W T Stead�s father was 
minister and a street renamed after him.  W T Stead is 
discussed below. 

Generally, as the village has become more based on 
commuter and holiday-let accommodation, complex functional 
links have developed via the preferences of households with 
other north east centres of employment, and with many parts 

of the UK from where visitors originate. 

So the growing tourist economy of the village is based on the historical and 
functional relationships with the sea, Dunstanburgh Castle, resident commuters 
and staying visitors.  For such a modest village, Embleton�s external relationships 
are far-reaching but are not yet sufficient to provide employment to replace the loss 
of previous industrial and agricultural jobs. 

2.2.4 Views out of the Area 
Although views out from most parts of the village are limited by the general flatness 
of the coastal plain around, views inland and out to sea from the village�s whinstone 
ridge are both panoramic and spectacular. 

Inland, the foreground of the view is enlivened 
by the roofscape and church tower of the 
village itself and terminated in the far distance 
by the Cheviot Hills, the topographical 
backbone of Northumberland.  The splendid 
seascape view that presents itself from the 
eastern edge of the ridge stretches over 180° 

from the iconic Dunstanburgh Castle in the 
south, around the whole of Embleton Bay, 
terminating at the diminutive village of 
Newton-by-the-Sea in the north.  The 
anticipation of this sea view dramatically 
builds in the climb up from Front Street, an 
unexpected but defining experience of the 
character of Embleton. 

This range of views rises directly from the 
special ridge topography of the village and its 
location just inland on the flat coastal plain. 

See page 20 for a discussion of views within 
Embleton. 
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3 Historical Development 
3.1 Development History 
3.1.1 Name 

The name Embleton is Old English in origin, from which it can be concluded that 
the place-name originated sometime between the earliest Anglo-Saxon settlements 
in the fifth century AD and about 1100.  The earliest recorded spelling, Elmesdun, is 
from 1200.  The dun element is straightforward Old English for hill, reflecting the 
elevated site of the village on the coastal plain.  But the elmes part is less certain � 
it could mean either caterpillar (emel), making Embleton into caterpillar hill, or, 
more likely, Aemele�s hill, where Aemele is an Anglo-Saxon family name.  So the 
name commemorates both the coming of Aemele�s people and the hill they settled 
on or near. 

3.1.2 Prehistoric & Roman Periods 
Although very little is known about the parish of Embleton in prehistoric times 
(50,000BC to 43AD), there are two prehistoric records associated with Embleton.  
The oldest records a possible Bronze Age (2500BC to 800BC) stone-lined grave at 
Cold Embleton and possible ring ditches in the Embleton Moor area.  The other 
refers to a possible Iron Age (800BC to 43AD) settlement, also at Cold Embleton.  It 
is known from recent excavations on the coast at Howick that the North 
Northumberland Coastal Plain was occupied in 8000BC (Mesolithic) after the last 
Ice Age (10000BC), so occupation of the Embleton area in the Bronze and Iron 
Ages is not unlikely.  The nearby site of Dunstanburgh Castle was also defended in 
the Iron Age. 

Although this part of Northumberland was well north of the protection of Hadrian�s 
Wall, the Roman pottery that has been found at Dustanburgh Castle could have 
belonged to a brief Roman occupation when the frontier was the Antonine Wall 
which crossed the narrowest part of Scotland, between the modern day locations of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow.  No other Roman associations with the Embleton area 
have been discovered. 
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3.1.3 Medieval and Post-Medieval Periods 
There is evidence of a deserted medieval village in the fields just south of the 
present settlement, not far from the two most ancient buildings in the village, Trinity 
Church (late eleventh or early twelfth centuries) 
and the Old Vicarage (early fourteenth century).  
Was this early village the site of Aemele�s original 
settlement?  Had it survived into medieval times 
and did the heart of the village begin to gravitate 
north to tuck itself closer under the sheltering 
whinstone hill?  Or is this the site of a separate 
settlement the name of which is now long 
forgotten?  Maybe these are questions for 
Embleton Local History Society to consider.  An 
Embleton settlement is known from records to have 
existed before the thirteenth century � the earliest 
Vicar dates from c1153 � when it was the centre of 
the barony and liberty of Embleton.  A hospital, 
possibly for lepers, founded before 1314 is known 
to have existed at Embleton too.  So it is possible that this is the earlier location of 
the heart of the village contemporary with the founding of the Anglo-Saxon church 
nearby which later acquired a substantial building and vicarage.  Without 
conclusive evidence, it is possible to speculate that, as time passed, the villagers 
gradually abandoned the earlier site, possibly because it was not well drained or 
sheltered, to concentrate development on the present site, the eighteenth century 
layout of which is still well preserved. 

Before the thirteenth century, Embleton and Stamford was held by the Viscount 
family who, in 1255, conveyed the barony to Simon de Montford, Earl of Leicester.  
After his death in 1265 at the Battle of Evesham, the barony was given to the Earl 
of Lancaster who built Dunstanburgh Castle as a bolthole for himself and, in 1274, 
gave the lucrative rectorship of Embleton Church to Merton College, Oxford.  
Although the College�s rights were contested on occasions, its interests in the 
village survive to the present day and Merton Cottages, a street in the modern 
village commemorating this unlikely relationship with a distant seat of learning.  The 
real value of this relationship for the village was the steady supply of well educated 
vicars, of whom most � but 
not all � were a credit to 
their calling.  For example, 
in Vincent Edwards (1680-
1712) the village had a far-
sighted education 
benefactor who provided 
Embleton with one of the 
first village schools in the 
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country (the current First School still bears his name) and in Mandell Creighton 
(1875-1884), a history don, a conscientious pastoral visitor and a future Bishop of 
London.  Not bad for a small northern provincial parish.  The Creighton Memorial 
Hall, opened by his widow in October 1903, is a fitting reminder of this man and his 
works. 

The other major thread running through the story of Embleton is warfare.  First it 
was the Scots.  In the second quarter of the twelfth century, Northumberland was 
won and controlled by three successive Scots kings, to the great disadvantage of 
the local people and the local economy.  Henry II of England restored English 
control in 1157.  Worse was to come as 1298 saw the beginning of 300 years of 
conflict across the border, with raids and reprisals involving death, destruction and 
wholesale theft. 

All this was worsened by the added 
burden and damage to the district 
brought during the Wars of the Roses � 
Embleton and Stamford were owned by 
the Earls of Lancaster, and 
Dustanburgh Castle was a Lancaster 
stronghold.  Like many Northumberland 
settlements in this period, while some 
families built fortified towers for 
themselves (as did the vicars of 
Embleton), local village and parish 
economies stagnated, preventing places 
like Embleton achieving anything like their economic or cultural potential. 

The post-medieval period (1540 onwards) brought a growing peacefulness to 
Northumberland and new prosperity.  The fortified vicarage was remodelled into a 
more comfortable country house, and agriculture and fishing began to recover. In 
the village, this is marked by the development of the Old Hall (now known as Moot 
Hall, possibly erroneously), its splendid circular dovecote now hidden behind Sunny 
Brae, and new farms such as East Farm which survives today as a private house.  
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Embleton�s fortunes began to recover. 

3.1.4 Post-Map Development History (c.1769 Onwards) 
Armstrong�s 1769 map of Northumberland records not only Embleton village and 
church, but also a water-driven mill on the Embleton Burn to the south.  A simplified 
version of the actual layout of roads and buildings is shown but, in simplifying it, it 
incorrectly underplays the significance of the north-south through route.  Significant 
surviving village buildings of the eighteenth century are the handsome, two-storey 
Gothic summerhouse on the seaward terrace of the Sportsman PH and the brick 
and pantile dovecote north of the Old Vicarage.  Unfortunately, the dovecot has lost 
its lean-to since 1970, probably because its listing description indicated it was of no 
value.  The rearing of doves was an important part of the medieval and post-
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medieval food economy, particularly as doves could provide a supply of fresh meat 
during winter months.  Some terraced buildings around Embleton�s Front Street or 
in Dunstanburgh Terrace could also be from this century, but because the historic 
features of many have been removed or altered, and the remains concealed behind 
a coating of coloured render, they are difficult to date. 

Fryer�s map of 1820 gives a truer representation of the informal layout of Embleton, 
and also records a second mill on the Embleton Burn.  The informality of the village 
was noted in an entry in the 1827 Parson & White trade directory (see below). 

A Tithe Award Plan of 28 September 1841 provides the earliest detailed 
representation of the layout and principle buildings of Embleton.  At this time, the 
village was sharply divided into two distinct parts by the rugged west-facing slopes 
(�rocks and waste�) of the whinstone ridge.  The western part, containing the 
earliest buildings and all of Front Street, lies sheltered under the lee of the ridge, 
while the eastern part is only narrow and runs along the highest, most exposed 
edge of the ridge, only extending further at Dunstanburgh Terrace.  Surprisingly, 
there is very little sign of medieval burgage plot subdivisions around Front Street as 
might be expected.  Perhaps they have not survived or perhaps they never existed 
in this eighteenth century layout as they more properly belonged in the earlier 
medieval village.  A second church also appears on this plan for the first time � the 
1833 United Presbyterian Chapel and manse � which was to be the birthplace in 
1849 of William Thomas Stead, social reformer and campaigning journalist who lost 
his life in the Titanic disaster of 1912.  He is commemorated in the village by a 
modern street name.  A large pond occupies a site just north of the present 
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel (called the Hare & Hounds PH in these early days). 

In general, little had changed by c1860 when the First Edition OS map was 
published.  The band of �rocks and waste� still divided the village into east and west 
but quarries are recorded at both north and south ends of the ridge, with that at the 
south being described as �old�, implying it had closed.  Sunny Brae (reputed to be 
quarrymen�s cottages but possibly pre-dating major quarrying in Embleton) and 
Dene View House had appeared at the south 
end of the village.  Glebe farm had been further 
developed by the addition of a horse-gin, 
Stanley Terrace and others had been built 
around The Grey�s Inn, whilst Jubilee House and 
the pond had disappeared.  A group of 
buildings, including Embleton Cottage 
(c1840) and a smithy had been built 
around the Blue Bell PH (also c1840), the 
parish hall had become a girls� school 
and the Vincent Edwards School (1825) 
occupied an isolated and exposed 
location on the edge of the ridge.  Apart 



Alnwick District Council Embleton Conservation Area 

16 February 2008 Character Appraisal and Management Matters 

from these few 
changes, the 
basic road 
pattern and 
density of 
development 
had not changed 
between 1841 
and c1860. 

By c1897, the Second Edition OS map, a major change had 
taken place.  The north quarry, which only occupied a tiny 
area of the whinstone ridge in 1860, had grown to cover an 
area about half the size of the village at the time, a huge 
expansion.  It had also begun to threaten the future of the 
school on the ridge; a new one had been opened below the 
ridge in 1897 to replace it.  An extended version of this school 
still serves the village today.  Random buildings had 
appeared just north of the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel, a 
police station had appeared for the first time in the village at 
the bottom end of Front Street, the larger manse for the 
United Presbyterian Church had been built next to the old 

one (probably sold as a private house) and a post office had opened next to Jubilee 
House.  Again, little else had changed. 

Within 20 years, by the time the Third Edition OS was 
published in c1920, Quarry Houses had appeared 
and the school had disappeared, swallowed up by the 
advancing quarry face which had reached the old 
schoolhouse by this time.  Although the quarry 
continued in business until the 1960s, this 1920s face 
was never advanced any further south into the village, 
excavations extended east instead.  The one dramatic 
change recorded on the 1920 map is the existence of 
a tramway to take whinstone to the Christon Bank sidings.  Rails 
began in the heart of the quarry and instead of making their way 
cross-country in the most direct route to the railway station, they 
meticulously followed alongside field boundaries and public 
roads, which must have provided an extraordinary transport 
spectacle in the countryside between Embleton and Christon 
Bank (not to mention the added danger to public safety on local 
roads).  At the southern end of the village, Derwent Bank and 
Dene View  had been built and the village had received a 
splendid new fountain at the bottom of Front Street, designed by 
George Reavill of Alnwick to commemorate the coronation of 
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King George V in 1911.  This map also records the first appearance of the 
Creighton Memorial Hall, opened in 1903 to celebrate the life and work of that 
notable vicar discussed above. 

Before the end of the 1950s, Embleton had 
acquired two wartime concrete pillboxes, a pair of 
innovative prefabricated houses re-erected from 
Newcastle�s great North East Coast Exhibition of 
1927, and the beginnings of a huge suburb to the 
north between Station Road and the road past the 
quarry (which wound down its operation in the 
1950s/60s).  Although much of this suburban housing was generally unremarkable, 
it still contains in the middle three pairs of post-War timber houses of an unusual 
design.  Unfortunately, several have been much altered by roof re-profiling and 
added brick cladding.  In the second half of the century, the suburb was massively 
extended, its extent now equal to the whole of the old village centre. 

Many individual sites throughout the village have been replaced or 
infilled with undistinguished detached houses or single storey terraces 
in the last 25 years, except, possibly, for the quality modern designs 

of Mirables, in the heart of the village, and High Dale Cottages to the north east.  In 
the twenty-first century, a new terrace of four stone houses has been built where 
the pond was recorded in 1841, and the former police station at the bottom Front 
Street has had a terrace of three houses added onto its south side, unfortunately 
completely blocking the view of the open fields and handsome parish church tower 
from Front Street.  But, more significantly, a new street � Dovecote Close � has 
been added to the village, the first new street to appear in the heart of the village 
for hundreds of years.  Currently, the 
close has been developed on one 
side only for affordable housing, built 
to rather self-conscious historical 
designs but still a much better design 
than the new stone terrace on old 
pond.  The problem is less their 
design than their location which 
tends to relegate the remaining listed 
dovecote to a rear garden location, in 
much the same way as the building 
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of Sunny Brae relegated Embleton�s more ancient dovecote previously.  In addition, 
modern Dovecote Close divides up the attractive open field north of the parish 
church, reducing its spatial value to the rest of the village and isolating the buildings 
of the close in a sea of green.  Maybe final judgement should be suspended until 
their rawness wears off.  The suburban standards that have been applied to the 
construction of the new road itself, however, are unlikely to change, making it 
somewhat alien amongst the village�s other historic routes. 

In summary, twentieth and twenty-first century residential development in the 
village is not without its interesting examples, but unfortunately much of it is 
unremarkable as architecture or as townscape. 

3.2 Archaeology 
Although there are a number of listed buildings in Embleton, there is only one 
Scheduled Ancient Monument (which also happens to be listed Grade II*) � the 
medieval or seventeenth century Dovecote that stands behind the terrace of Sunny 
Brae.  It is surprisingly complete and is known as a tun-bellied dovecote, possibly 
after the shape of a brewers fermenting vat or �tun�, and is of a type more usually 
found in North Yorkshire and south Durham.  Inevitably, whinstone was used in its 
construction, but in combination with sandstone too. 

In villages with the length of history of Embleton, general archaeology is of 
considerable interest, but investigation opportunities 
are seldom readily available to explore it.  What 
may be of particular archaeological interest in 
Embleton are the early remains of the medieval 
hospital and the known deserted medieval village, 
both of which could be worth researching to answer 
outstanding questions and fill out the early history of 
the village. 

Another topic for archaeological research might be 
Embleton�s industrial history, from its medieval (and 
earlier?) water mills, through its nineteenth and 
twentieth century quarrying, to its transport interests including the unusual quarry 
tramway, its early cast-iron signposts, the listed traction engine shed at south Farm, 
and the story of the Bolton Bros transport empire.  The specialist whinstone 
extraction industry in north Northumberland is worthy of a study in its own right, as 
is the fascinating topic of twentieth century defensive strategies and artefacts in the 
same area, possibly with particular reference to the pillboxes and wartime training 
centre in the village. 

Against the general background of archaeological interest of the village, a number 
of interesting and protected sites related to the village appear on official records 
(see page 45 below). 
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4 Spatial Analysis 
4.1 Development Pattern 

The statement about Embleton�s development pattern in the 1827 Parson & White 
Trade Directory is perhaps the truest and most pithy: �it is irregularly built, and lies 
chiefly under the ridge of a hill, which intercepts the prospect of the sea�.  This 
irregular pattern of 1827, which goes back at least to the eighteenth century, 
survives as the current layout of modern Embleton.  The only plan elements that 
have changed since the early nineteenth century are the addition of the large 
suburb and the quarry which were simply added to the northern edge of the village, 
leaving the layout of the old village completely intact.  The only change in the old 
village is an increase in building density by the infilling of some gardens and other 
discrete spaces that had already been delineated in the old plan.  The continuity 
over at least 200 years � possibly since the enclosures of the 1730s � of the 
pattern of roads and property boundaries in Embleton is very significant.  However, 
more research is needed to take this pattern back further in time, particularly as 
there seems to be little evidence of the burgage sub-divisions and rear service 
lanes that would be expected in a medieval market village and also few old street 
names other than Front Street. 

This pattern has been determined by several factors.  Firstly, the placing of a 
Saxon church (and its later medieval house/vicarage) on a slightly elevated, well-
drained site; secondly, the need for a north-south travel route west of the whinstone 
ridge; thirdly, the need to circumnavigate 
this ridge on the way to the coast; and 
finally, the difficulty of building on the 
west flank of the ridge itself, which has 
always divided the village into east and 
west.  Within this pattern, buildings were 
in-filled and the plot boundaries became 
established.  The inevitable 
consequence is an irregular village. 

However, one thing that makes the 
village legible and gives it some sense 
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of arrival is Front Street.  Although it does not exhibit the usual indicators of a main 
street (e.g. traffic, parking, shops, pedestrian concentration, focal public church or 
village hall), it is at a crossroads on the main north-south route and is visually 
contained by almost continuous building development around it.  It is also much 
wider than most of the other streets.  Only in Front Street and Sunny Brae is there 
a continuous street frontage, with the few others in the old village developing 
piecemeal over the years.  Frontages on to most of Embleton�s roads are 
composed of private gardens, reinforcing even more the irregular feel of the village 
pattern. 

4.2 Layout, Grain and Density 
As a result of the informal layout, based more on operational needs than planning 
for aesthetic effect, there are no composed vistas, formal squares or sweeping 
crescents.  The utilitarian layout of the village, therefore, provides an ad hoc rather 
than a coherent townscape.  This does not mean that it is without charm or appeal, 
rather that its attractive characteristics are 
more serendipity than planning. 

Irregularity also means a lack of common 
aspect for rows and terraces which does not 
create a common grain.  Embleton�s layout 
has no such unity and rows tend to follow the 
direction of the road they line, rather than 
according to other rows in the village. 

Although the density of development in the 
Front Street and Sunny Brae areas is high, the 
density of the rest of the village, with its many 
and ample gardens and undeveloped open 
fields, is very low. 

4.3 Views within the Area 
Because of its general informality, Embleton 
has no composed or formal viewing points 
(except, possibly, from the east windows of the 

Sportsman 
PH over 
Embleton 
Bay).  But there are many accidental, informal 
views down narrow lanes, across open 
gardens and fields, into paved yards, and of 
informal building groups of all kinds.  Longer 
views are available north and south along the 
undeveloped western flank of the whinstone 
ridge that the village straddles.  
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There are also contained views along Front Street which are particularly 
memorable up the ridge to Mount 
Pleasant and along the tree-lined 
Merton Cottages row.  In addition is 
the sense of the ever-present rural 
landscape around the village which 
can be glimpsed between buildings 
and across fields from many parts of 
the village. 

Another memorable view is that over 
the fields west of Station Road 
which includes ridge and furrow 
features as well as the ancient 
raised village boundary.  This 
boundary dike encloses the village from Woodstead to Sunny Brae. 

Probably the most memorable and most 
characteristic views are from parts of the top of 
Embleton�s ridge.  East facing locations at the top of 
Sea Lane and just south of Sunny Brae provide 
dramatic panoramic views out to sea, framed by 
nearby houses and stands of trees, whilst west 
facing locations along the north part of the ridge 
enjoy panoramic views inland over the roofs of the 
village. 

See page 11 for a discussion of views out of the 
area. 
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5 Character Analysis 
5.1 Land Use 

The earliest land and building uses in Embleton would have been the traditional mix 
of worship, residential, trade (regular markets and fairs) and local employment (e.g. 
fishing, agriculture, mills and cottage trades such as cobblers, carpenters and 
tailors).  Maps indicate the village included the following land and building uses: 
cloth trade (medieval), smithies (two noted in the 1860s), quarrying (small scale in 
the eighteenth century, becoming much larger in the twentieth century), churches 
and associated buildings (vicarage, two generations of manses and a parish hall), 
community buildings (Creighton Memorial Hall, police station), leisure (an Empire 
Cinema at 1-3 Mount Pleasant, operated for only five years from 1947), public 
houses and hotels (lost names include agricultural ones such as Hare & Hounds 
and Star plus industrial ones such as Three Tuns and Railway) and, finally, retail 
(including the lost shops of Embleton Co-op, Pitts Emporium Supply, a fish�n�chip 
shop and Thompsons Butchers, most of them lost within living memory). 

Current uses include residential (the majority of the buildings in the village, 
including terraces, detached and single storey, all in owner-occupation, holiday lets 
or long term rental), retail (post office and village general store, and a grocery shop 
at the garage), inn accommodation (Blue Bell, Dunstanburgh Castle, Sportsman), 
public houses (these, plus Grey�s Inn), community (Creighton Memorial Hall), 
churches and associated buildings (Holy Trinity Parish Church and parochial hall; 
the last formal service of the URC in 
Embleton took place in October 2005, after 
172 years of service to the village), 
agriculture (Glebe Farm), transport (petrol 
filling station), and leisure (Dunstanburgh 
Castle Golf Club). 

It is interesting to note the lack of traditional 
employment � farming and quarrying has 
virtually disappeared and has not yet been 
replaced by much in the way of employment 
from the growing tourist industry in 
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Northumberland.  There are no gift shops or tourist restaurants, although catering 
facilities are available in the hotels and PHs. This may reflect the size and power of 
the holiday homes and holiday rental markets in the village. 

Current uses of open land include private gardens (some extensive), quarries (no 
longer worked but the smallest providing an interesting backdrop, and the larger 
awaiting future residential and leisure use), play (a playing field and children�s play 
area), churchyard (closed to burials), streets (with and without pavements) and, 
finally, incidental green verges and banks (maintained where there is a significant 
change of level or between carriageways). 

Notably there is little formally laid out public space in the village, with only Front 
Street offering any appreciable sense of space and sense of arrival.  There are few 
signs of dedicated car parks or even on-street parking control.  The public WCs are 
currently closed. 

5.2 Architectural Qualities 
Compared with most of the surrounding villages on the North Northumberland 
Coastal Plain, Embleton has a wealth of varied architecture, with the added bonus 
of a good handful of whinstone vernacular houses and outbuildings.  The high 
number of listed buildings in the village bears this out. 

5.2.1 Form, Height and Scale 
The usual height of buildings in Embleton � old and new � is two storey, with some 
being single storey.  The only exceptions in the whole village are the 3 storeys of 
the Old Vicarage tower, the Sportsman and the parish church tower.  The latter is a 
visual and cultural focal point from many parts of the village and surrounding fields. 

The earliest predominant residential form was the detached house or farm, which 
has given the village�s built form a fragmented feel.  The long terraces in Front 
Street and Sea Lane came somewhat later.  Today, in the old village there are 
about eight short terraces of single storey houses and a smaller number of terraces 
of two storeys, plus many older houses which have been converted to flats, usually 
for holiday lets.  Residential conversions of non-residential buildings are also seen, 
particularly in outbuildings, the former URC Church in Front Street and the large 
open square of agricultural buildings at Glebe Farm, now holiday homes and lets. 

The northern suburb is a mixture of one and two storeys, the earliest twentieth 
century buildings usually linked in terraces or in pairs.  Later twentieth century 
additions are almost all detached with gardens, unintentionally the same as 
traditional form in the old village.  They are however more crowded together than 
earlier buildings were. 

The only buildings of any substantial scale in the village happen to be its two 
oldest: Holy Trinity parish church and the Old Vicarage.  Everything else is of a 
domestic scale, although the perceived scale of some is enhanced by their 
elevated location.  This consistency gives unity to the village in spite of the variety 
in layout, materials and roof heights. 
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5.2.2 Periods and Styles 
Embleton�s architecture covers a relatively long development period.  The main 
periods represented are: 

•  Medieval 
This period in Northumberland�s history was one of threat countered (by the 
wealthy) with stout stone towers and heavy curtain walls.  Embleton has only 
one building of this type from this period � the Old Vicarage.  Although it has 
been called a vicar�s pele, its elongated plan suggests that early in the 
fourteenth century it was a more domestic building (or a wing of such a 
building) which, later in that century, was remodelled as a defensive tower.  It 
appears on King Henry V�s inventory of English defensive towers and castles 
made in 1415. 

•  Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 
The village has only three properties left which date from this period.  The 
most complete is the remarkable stone dovecote to the rear of Sunny Brae, 
and the least complete is East Farm, listed Grade II, which is perhaps 
seventeenth century in origin but is mostly later.  The third, known as the Moot 
Hall, is a seventeenth century (or earlier) house remodelled in the eighteenth 
and extended in the nineteenth. 

•  Georgian 
The main architectural style of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries was based on Classical style and proportions.  Georgian architecture 
is simple, often symmetrical and based on �polite� ideas and designs which 
could come from style handbooks.  The proportions and detailing of Georgian 
architecture follow set principles, and result in unfussy, straightforward 
buildings. 
Such refined houses which suited the gracious living of the time are not 
present here but architecture from this time period includes the brick dovecote 
north of the church (eighteenth century), the parochial hall (early nineteenth), 
the former Presbyterian church and manse (1833), brick garden walls to the 
Old Vicarage (eighteenth), garden outbuildings to Old Vicarage (early 
nineteenth) and the gazebo at the Sportsman (late eighteenth).  Some 
buildings around Front Street and Dunstanburgh Terrace, plus Jubilee House, 
Grey�s Inn, Paradise House and buildings at Glebe Farm appear on the 1841 
Tithe Award map.  However, the origins of some of these are difficult to date 
because they have been so altered in recent years. 

•  Victorian 
Dating from the mid nineteenth century to the turn of the twentieth, Victorian 
architecture is very varied with many sub-categories, but much is based on 
showy, confident themes designed to demonstrate the wealth and power of the 
building owner with splendid, high-class architecture.  Rich, traditional 
materials are used � often brick, stone, timber and iron � with good quality, 
solid construction and plenty of flare.  The three strongest Victorian revival 
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styles were Gothic (defined by verticality, asymmetry, pointed arches, gables 
and carving), Italianate (with low roofs, bracketed eaves and some stucco) and 
Queen Anne (red brick with Dutch gables, white joinery, doorcases and 
terracotta).  There were also other revival styles.  In addition, the Arts & Crafts 
style began in the late nineteenth century. 
Only a small amount of such exuberance or innovation touched Embleton, but 
architecture of this period in the village includes a handsome manse (late 
nineteenth century), the delightful Embleton Cottage (c1840), Blue Bell PH 
(c1840), Sunny Brae (mid nineteenth), Dene View House (mid nineteenth), the 
handsome Old School House (early nineteenth), the First School (1897) and a 
scatter of residential buildings throughout the village.  It is from this period that 
Embleton�s whinstone vernacular cottages and outbuildings date. 

•  First Half Twentieth Century 
The post-First World War housing boom saw suburban semi-detached houses 
and bungalows spread throughout many towns.  Embleton�s housing boom 
started about 20 years later with the start of its northern suburb, Greyfield 
Estate.  Brick detached, semi and terraced houses with gardens in a modest 
Garden City style setting spread north from the old village.  In the late 1940s it 
was further in-filled with pairs of unusually designed cottages built in timber, 
due to post-War austerity, some of which have lost their character through 
remodelling and re-cladding.  Good buildings from this period include The 
Villas on Sea Lane, the terrace at Dene View, Creighton Memorial Hall and 
Sycamore Cottages. 

•  Second Half Twentieth Century 
The second half of the twentieth century saw a wide range of stylistic 
approaches develop and merge.  Towards the end of the century, mass 
commercial housing tended to adopt architectural styles in only a cursory way, 
with generic suburban housing often demonstrating little depth or flare in its 
design, mixed materials, pale revivals of historic styles and extensive hard 
surfaces and garages.  
The late twentieth century detached housing market produced unremarkable 
and predictable designs of this kind at Embleton�s intensified and extended 
northern suburb.  In the old village, sites were created by clearance, e.g. the 
old Quakers Row and High Dales buildings were replaced by brick semi-
detached and terrace bungalows.  A new rather characterless vicarage was 
built and the old one sold on, and other similar buildings appeared at this time 
on various plots.  Fortunately, there are also some individually designed 
houses of merit from this period, e.g. Mirables and High Dale Cottages, but 
these are a minority. 
Into the twenty-first century, the sandstone terrace next to the school is 
disappointing, as is the terrace of three houses attached to the old police 
station.  Dovecote Close is something of a culture shock in the old village, but 
its architecture is not entirely unsympathetic to the village, even if its location in 
part of the setting of Embleton�s two medieval buildings is not quite so 
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thoughtful.  Designation as a conservation area would stimulate more thought 
to such aspects in the future. 

5.2.3 Features, Detailing and Materials 
The character of Embleton comes from a variety of different architectural features, 
simple detailing and a uniformity of materials.  The features are: 

•  masonry 
•  doorways 
•  windows 
•  roofs, including ridges, eaves and verges 
•  dormer windows and rooflights 
•  chimneys 
•  rainwater goods, such as drainpipes and gutters 

The simplicity of most of these features and the limited palette of materials 
contributes to the appealing plainness of much of the area�s architecture.  Some 
details have been altered more than others but a great deal of original material is 
intact. 

5.2.4 Masonry 
The principal walling material throughout the traditional buildings of Embleton is 

natural whinstone, most of it laid as uncoursed rubble with a few 
laid in courses of squared blocks.  All is sourced locally from 
nearby quarries, if not from the village itself.  About 75% of 
Embleton�s old buildings are whinstone and there could be more 
but render makes it impossible to judge the materials of some 
buildings.  The door and window openings 
and corners (quoins) of the more expensive 
buildings, square-cut blocks of the softer 
local carboniferous sandstone are used to 
provide a regular finish and to keep the 

working of the extremely hard whinstone to 
a minimum.  Other buildings, more 
vernacular in style, have a slight variation � 
instead of complete sandstone surrounds 
they may have only sandstone sills and 
heads, the vertical edges cut from 
whinstone.  On a few rare occasions, 
quoins are also cut from whinstone.  
Another whinstone variation, used uniquely on the Creighton 
Memorial Hall, is the use of whinstone blocks in regular courses 
with window and door surrounds in polished red brick.  All the other 

older buildings which have not been rendered, including the church and the Old 
Vicarage, are in local sandstone. 
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Generally, the pointing of the natural materials is 
appropriate with only the occasional aesthetically 
harmful over-mortaring of whinstone rubble.  
Fortunately, whinstone is almost indestructible so over-
mortaring or excessive raised pointing will not damage 
its fabric, only its appearance.  However, such poor 
pointing can be extremely destructive to sandstone. 

In general, the rendered and painted finishes in the 
village are modest, in 
shades of white or cream, 
so do not intrude visually 
into the general 
townscape.  However, 
some have unfortunately 
been added to cover up damage where traditional 
window openings have been enlarged.  It is 

interesting to note that a modern whinstone skin is being applied to 
the new-build at the old police station. 

Brick or render are the usual materials for Embleton�s newer 
buildings; the suburb is mainly of brick with render in later areas.  
Dovecote Close, the most recent street, uses a mixture of three 
materials traditional to old Embleton � sandstone, grey slate and red 
pantiles � and one common in new Embleton � brick � in an attempt 
to blend in with the old village.  
The result is a self-conscious 
use of materials now familiar in 

so many historic environments, but which in 
time may be recognised as the standard early 
twenty-first century response to new housing 
in old villages. 

5.2.5 Doorways 
Most traditional domestic doors in Embleton would have been plain wooden plank 
doors.  No such original doors survive from the eighteenth century or earlier, but 
some from the nineteenth century do, including the Old School House and 

Embleton 
Cottage.  
There are a 
number of 
acceptable 
modern 
timber 
replacements 
in the village, 
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notably in Station Road, Sunny Brae and Front Street. 

Although there are a number of other modern timber doors, many are of an 
inappropriate design, e.g. The Manse, Stanley Terrace, East Farm, and Sunny 

Brae.  However, at least these are not PVCu like a good number of other doors in 
the village.  Plastic examples include Sunny Brae, Dene View, Cheviot View and 
Moot Hall.  Doorcases and porches are not particularly traditional feature of 
Embleton.  There are some good surviving originals but also some inappropriate 
additions. 

Non-domestic 
doors in the 
village are few 
but mostly 
modern and 
inappropriate, 
e.g. the Post 
Office, and some 
of the few garages. 

5.2.6 Windows 
As with Embleton�s doors, many original timber 
windows, which would have been either sliding sashes or plain casements, have 
not survived.  Notable exceptions from the nineteenth century are Jubilee House, 

the Manse, Old School House, Dene View Terrace, the former URC 
Church, and Fallodon Cottage. 

The village also has some good modern timber replacement windows 
including the parochial hall and Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel.  
Unfortunately, like many traditional villages, inappropriate PVCu windows 
have considerably eroded traditional ones, affecting the character of 



Embleton Conservation Area Alnwick District Council 

Character Appraisal and Management Matters February 2008 29 

individual buildings and the general townscape and spoiling the unity of terraces or 
pairs of houses.  The loss of glazing bars can damage the scale of a building, 
leaving it blank and characterless.  The greatest level of change to windows are on 
Front Street, introducing a rather soulless appearance and making it difficult to 
date. 

5.2.7 Shopfronts 
There are now only two shops in the village and neither has a well 
presented face to Front Street.  The post office is unattractively 
cluttered with signs and paraphernalia, 
and its door and window have 
concrete surrounds and unattractive 
metal grills.  Neighbouring Moody�s is 
not much better and there is scope for 
enhancement that both make to the 
appearance of the village. 

5.2.8 Roofs 
Traditional dual pitch roofs are used 

exclusively throughout Embleton, with flat roofs confined 
to modern porches or rear extensions, such as the large 
one at the rear of the school.  The only other roof shape 
variation is the eccentric mansard-style roof in the Dene 
View area. 

Although the earliest roofing materials are likely to have 
been heather or reed thatch and clay pantiles, no thatch 
or older pantiles survive.  Pantiles on the Moot House and Paradise House are 
modern replacements.  Some later buildings also have red plain clay tiled roofs or 
concrete equivalents.  So the predominant roofing material is now natural slate, 
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mainly plain Welsh slates but also 
with a few Lakeland slates most 
likely imported by rail.  Slates vary in 
colour from deep grey to light 
heather, with the colours being 
mixed on a few roofs.  A few slated 
roofs have stone watertabling at the 
top of the gable ends but such a 
high number do not that this cannot 
be claimed as a traditional feature in 
the village even though it appears on 
recent infill 
housing. 

A few roofs 
have artificial slates in various shades of grey, 
but to the credit of the village, these are rare.  
Unsightly felt coverings are also unusual in the village. 

5.2.9 Dormer Windows and Rooflights 
Neither of these are particularly strong traditional features of historic Embleton.  Nor 
are there very many modern dormers or rooflights, but those that have been 

inserted are hugely over-scaled and visually damaging. As in many historic villages, 
wall-head dormers are becoming a feature of new build, most likely in an attempt to 
reduce the scale of new buildings, although they are not traditional features here.   

5.2.10 Chimneys 
As heating systems have changed, chimneys have become one of the features of 
old buildings most vulnerable to removal and loss.  Retaining chimneys, however, 
retains the intact historic character of older buildings (as well as allowing their re-



Embleton Conservation Area Alnwick District Council 

Character Appraisal and Management Matters February 2008 31 

use for open 
fires in the 
future).  Unlike 
many old 
villages, most 
of the 
buildings of 
Embleton 
retain their 

chimneys and pots, whilst the most 
recently developed buildings in the village 
also have them. 

Because of the difficulties of working 
whinstone, its use was kept to a minimum 
in the more detailed workings of house 
building.  Consequently, there are only 
four or five buildings with whinstone (or 
sandstone) chimneys in Embleton.  Instead brick was used, sometimes in the pale 
yellow colour produced as a by-product of local collieries, making brick stacks the 
norm in the village.  

5.2.11 Rainwater Goods 
If older, vernacular buildings had them at all, traditional domestic rainwater goods, 
including gutters and down-pipes, were simple affairs made initially of wood and 
then metal, usually cast-iron.  Gutters would have been supported on spikes driven 
into the walls rather than the modern way of mounting them on a timber fascia. 

Whatever they early characteristics in Embleton, most originals have now gone, 
replaced almost universally in a modern metals or plastic.  Fortunately, virtually all 
are still supported on spikes and are relatively unobtrusive visually, except for that 
on a recent terrace of houses.  Original moulded guttering survives on the former 
URC Church and on Creighton Memorial Hall . 

5.3 Contribution of Spaces 
Because of Embleton�s incremental development history and the lack of a planned 
layout and spaces, the impact of designed open spaces is not fundamental to the 
character of the area.  The open spaces which do exist, therefore, tend to be of 
localised importance only.  The contribution made by Front Street is high, but the 
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contribution of domestic gardens, for example, is low.  The main spaces in the 
village are: 

•  roads, lanes and verges 
•  the north-south ridge 
•  Front Street 
•  domestic gardens 
•  playing fields 
•  wider landscape and seascape 

5.3.1 Roads, Lanes & Verges 
Roads, lanes and their edges make a strong 
contribution to character and appearance.  
Their meanderings among buildings, their 
changes of level as they climb and dip, and 
their loss and gain of visual containment 
present an endless variety of combinations.  
They determine how and in what order the place is experienced. 

However, the principal north-south road that meanders through the village provides 
little in the way of attractive visual experiences, except for the southern approach in 
which the handsome tower of the church is prominent, and at the junction with 
Front Street where the space memorably opens out.  This view is marred by the 

unsightly clutter of signs on the central grass verge.  
Other roads and lanes offer only localised and limited 
built experiences, except where seascape or 
landscape views area available. 

All the roads and lanes in the village are well surfaced 
except for secondary tracks servicing buildings along 
the top of the ridge, a difference in treatment that 
reflects the hierarchy of routes in the village.  A 
feature of all the metalled roads in 

the old village is their red tarmac, much more acceptable in 
Northumberland�s villages and rural areas than the black 
tarmac of urban areas, but the main road through the village is 
unfortunately now black. 

Another traditional feature in many Northumberland villages is 
the tarmac pavement with whinstone curbs, a feature to be 
protected and repaired in matching materials.  Car parking does 
not appear to be an issue in the village, there being no intrusive 
yellow lines or prohibition signs.  Direction signs do clutter 
several junctions and a rationalisation and reduction would be 
an enhancement.  Soft roadside verges are not characteristic of Embleton but most 
banks that accommodate the many changes of level in the village are grassed and 
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well maintained.  Only at the top of 
Front Street has it been necessary to 
provide a hard landscape solution to 
a particularly steep public bank. 

5.3.2 The North-South Ridge 
One particular peculiarity of 
Embleton is the long swath of open 
space along the western side of the 
ridge that effectively divides the 
village into two.  This was the side of the whinstone ridge that had traditionally been 
quarried in several places, culminating in the loss of the whole of the ridge at its 
northern end.  Parallel tracks run along its length, one metalled, the other rough.  
The banks between them are simply grassed and without planted ornamentation 
except on the steepest banks by the Blue Bell PH and Quakers Row where dense 
shrubberies have been planted, likely to discourage casual use and avoid injury.  
This landscaped swath is totally free of building except for recent development at 
its northern and southernmost tips, creating not just a divide down the village but an 
attractive open space for passive recreation and open views to the west. 

5.3.3 Front Street 
The open space of Front Street is welcome as the focal point of the village but the  
treatment of its general townscape does not live up to this status.  Except for the 
hotel and the former URC church, the buildings that define it have lost much of their 
character, the shops present a defensive appearance, the central green is cluttered 
with objects and the vast area of tarmac feels uncomfortable.  Front Street and the 
junction with the north-south ridge would benefit from a simple enhancement 
scheme. 

5.3.4 Domestic Gardens 
Virtually every property in the village has some form of garden space attached to it, 
although the gardens on the north side of Front Street must have become restricted 
due to the mass of rear extensions.  Fortunately, most of these, even the smaller 
ones, have trees or substantial shrubberies which help to contain the spatial 
integrity of the roads and lanes in the village.  It is crucial, therefore, that this green 
cover remains a characteristic of the village and is replaced where necessary. 

There is only one extensive pleasure garden in the village which, because of its 
age and quality, could be worthy of adding to the historic parks and gardens 
register.  This should be investigated. 

5.3.5 Playing Fields 
At the south end of the village, is a designated public playing field, and a small part 
of the neighbouring field is set out as a children�s playground (although currently 
awaiting new equipment).  Together, these two fields help soften the attractive 
approach to the village from the south and allow the green countryside to gently 
penetrate into the village itself.  Both spaces have peripheral tree planting and are 
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treated informally so as not to appear different from the surrounding landscape.  
The condition of the pavilion is of concern (is it being dismantled or rebuilt?) and 
the new play equipment, unless 
appropriately designed and sited, could 
be visual intrusiveness. 

5.3.6 Wider Landscape & Seascape 
As a self-contained settlement separate 
from any others, and situated close to 
the coast, the wider landscape and 
seascape in which Embleton is set are 
important elements of its character.  
This relationship should be protected.  Although there may not be great pressures 
that currently threaten any extensive loss of this character, developments which 
substantially infilled fields would begin to erode character and setting.  Presently, 
the field north of the church has been allocated for housing which would damage 
the setting of three listed buildings, and could have the effect of extending the 
modern north suburb into the heart of the village.  This allocation should be 
reviewed if conservation area designation goes ahead, even though the new 
development of Dovecote Close has already taken place. 

5.4 Atmosphere 
The area�s character is gained not only from the built fabric and the spaces around 
it, but also the atmosphere they help create.  Embleton is a blend of historically 
different cultures, of polite and vernacular architecture, of the hardness of geology 
and the softness of landscape, and of the traditional past moving into the reality of 
the future.  Its medieval atmosphere is carried by its ancient church and vicarage 
which together represent the high spots of spiritual education and endeavour, as 
well as the lows of the brutal, civil warfare of those times. 

The vigour and earnestness of Victorian spirituality can be contrasted with the 
harshness of ripping the hard black whinstone from the backbone ridge of the 
village.  Translating this underlying geology into architecture is witnessed by both 
the black rubble vernacular cottages and the sophisticated buildings that use a rich 
mixture of neat whinstone blocks and sandstone dressings.  There is a will in the 
village to understand and respect history as a means of bridging the gap between 
the past and the future, shown in the appearance and integrity of the townscape. 

All these cultural, geological and community threads are invisibly woven together to 
give the historic village of Embleton the unique atmosphere it has today. 

5.5 Loss, Intrusion & Damage 
5.5.1 Neutral Parts 

Neutral areas are those which have a balance of positive and negative 
characteristics.  The part of Embleton considered neutral in these terms is the 
modern suburb to the north of the old village.  It has positive characteristics, for 
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example in its variety of examples of the development styles of the period, but does 
not relate in size or extent to the old village. 

5.5.2 Negative Parts 
Negative parts are those which detract from the overall character and appearance 
of the place.  Some disappointing things have happened in Embleton which are 
unfortunate but none, either singly or collectively, make up what can be considered 
a truly negative part of the village. 

5.5.3 Incremental Change 
Gradual modernisation has seen several incremental changes to architectural 
features, detailing and materials, under two main themes: 

•  loss and replacement of original architectural details, 
•  inappropriate designs, materials and methods for repairs, alterations and new 

work. 

Much of this has involved lower quality work, synthetic materials, and ill-informed or 
now-discredited approaches.  The detailed variety in the architecture means that 
some change can be readily absorbed without too much harm but, as the 
architecture is simple, the palette of natural materials limited, and basic 
architectural features relatively modest, some changes can become particularly 
prominent.  The attractively inconsistent balance this creates can be easily 
damaged through loss or alteration of those features, materials or design intent.  
There is not, however, a sufficient accumulation of change to have seriously 
weakened character and appearance in any part of the area.  Most changes in the 
village are the result of permitted development rights, i.e. works which do not 
require planning permission. 

It will be important to try to curtail the most harmful damage and loss.  It would also 
be important to find opportunities for reversing over time harmful changes to the 
architectural and historic qualities which give the area its distinctive character.  Both 
would be more easily achieved with detailed guidance and incentives.  Monitoring 
these and other changes should take place to ensure accumulated change over 
time does not further weaken or erode the area�s special local architectural and 
historic interest. 

5.5.4 Loss and Replacement of Original Architectural Details 
Some original architectural features which helped to define the special interest of 
the area have been lost incrementally over time � mostly windows, doors and 
rainwater goods.  These are changes which have not required planning permission, 
although some may have received permission.  Many original windows and doors 
have been replaced in the late twentieth century with plastic ones.  In addition, a 
few houses have had their original window openings enlarged to accommodate the 
replacements. 

The effect which fenestration has on a building�s character and appearance should 
not be underestimated.  Changes of material and design can dramatically alter the 
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character and appearance of a building.  This can be true if one in a set of windows 
is changed or if it is repeated across a whole façade.  The visual effect of modern 
materials and inaccurate designs is invariably jarring against a well-aged building in 
natural traditional materials.  The success of PVCu windows which attempt to copy 
the design and proportions of traditional windows, depends on the width and profile 
of the frames.  It is generally the case that PVCu frames are thicker and more 
angular than timber ones, and can not accurately incorporate details such as 
mouldings, horns, beading and stained glass.  PVCu �glazing bars� are often false 
strips superimposed onto glazing which have a flat, flimsy appearance.  Neither 
does PVCu take on the patina of time like timber.  The result will almost always 
harm character and appearance.  The same is true of �fake� sash windows (top-
hung casements) which rarely reflect the particular style of the building.  These and 
other modern window styles often have clumsy, chunky proportions and are often 
placed flush with the face of the building, rather than being set back into an 
appropriate reveal, thus losing depth and shadow to the building�s architecture.  
Unfortunately, Embleton has experienced some use of modern replacement 
materials, but, on the positive side, much original or replacement timber exists and 
most new windows and doors have been accommodated in the original openings, 
which, given the will, makes the process more reversible. 

5.5.5 Inappropriate Designs, Methods and Materials 
There are a few cases of repairs, alterations and new work which have used 
designs, methods or materials which are inappropriate to the area�s special local 
architectural and historic interest.  Some of these would not have required planning 
permission, but others would have received consent.  For example: 

•  Residential alterations, additions and new build which include design features 
such as large dormer windows and rooflights, inappropriate extensions and 
porches, which are not a reflection of Embleton�s vernacular historic 
architecture. 

•  Changes to the Creighton Memorial Hall which have not all reflected the 
quality and spirit of the original design. 

•  New materials and treatments which are not traditional to the area, such as 
painted render, pebbledash, synthetic modern roofing materials and plastic 
features.  These can be challenging to the natural stone and slate of the rest of 
Embleton whilst the artificial regularity, colouring and weathering dilutes the 
feeling of natural quality in parts of the village. 

•  The old village has had a considerable amount of new infill development over 
the last 30 years some being more successful than others in fitting the new 
into the old.  The design of new development in the future should study both 
the successes and disappointments to raise future quality and 
appropriateness. 

5.5.6 Condition & Vacancy 
Poor condition and vacancy of historic buildings and land can undermine the 
character of a place and threaten the sustainability of its future.  In Embleton, the 
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maintenance of its buildings has been generally good but the following buildings 
and sites in the village give cause for concern: 

•  The quarry buildings, in spite of attempts to 
protect them, are still subject to serious 
vandalism and arson attack.  They are worth 
repairing and reusing because of their history 
and quality.  The quarry itself remains 
unimproved and enhancement might be 
appropriate. 

•  The condition of the pavilion should be quickly 
resolved � is it being rebuilt or dismantled? 

•  Both historic dovecotes require early inspections � 
one has already lost a ridge tile and the other has 
several substantial shrubs growing out of it  

•  The sandstone buildings on the south edge of the 
Old Vicarage garden seem to be under-used and 
decaying.  Because of their character and historic 
value as part of the Old Vicarage pleasure 
gardens, they should be rescued and repaired.  
They are also very visible as part of the first 
impression of the village from the south. 

•  Early repair of a front parapet at Creighton 
Memorial Hall should prevent much more 
expensive damage which would follow. 

•  An appropriate solution to the vacant pillboxes, 
which are open to misuse, should be found, 
especially that to the south. 

•  The public WCs at the school are out of use. 

These concerns will need to be positively addressed to 
prevent harm to character and appearance in the 
medium term. 

5.5.7 Damage to Spaces 
With no formally designed open spaces, Front Street and the roads and lanes in 
the village do contribute positively to its character, but the following matters are of 
concern: 

•  Problems with the general appearance and treatment of Front Street as 
discussed above.  These require review in the context of the use of Front 
Street, and future options established for discussion to resolve concerns. 

•  Embleton is no different from most places in that the treatment of the public 
realm of roads, lanes and incidental spaces tends to evolve over the years, 
often in a piecemeal fashion of repair and alteration.  Therefore a review would 
be worthwhile, which considered the following: 
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- Roads, pavements and spaces: although the original surfacing for much of 
the public realm may have gone, an audit of current materials as well as an 
investigation of concealed original materials, to establish a more uniform 
historic treatment and to maximise surviving historic surfaces. 

- Overhead wires and poles: these clutter some parts the village and a scheme 
for re-routing of wires and removal of poles could be explored. 
- General street clutter, eg. bollards, signs, post boxes, etc: this needs to be 
audited, as much of the unnecessary, non-historic clutter as possible removed 
and the rest imaginatively redesigned or re-sited. 
- Trees: trees are crucial to the character of Embleton and there are a number 
of aging trees in critical locations; some have already been removed.  Tree 
cover always needs regular survey and attention so an audit and management 
plan, with regular reviews, should be put in place for the village. 
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6 Designation & Management Matters 
6.1 Designation 

The 2005 scoping study recommended that Embleton be considered for 
designation as a conservation area because of its special historic, architectural and 
townscape interest.  This special interest, based on factors such as history, quality 
and integrity, has been assessed in the preceding chapters, and it is on the basis of 
this assessment that Embleton Conservation Area has been designated 

6.1.1 Summary of Embleton�s special architectural and historic interest 
Embleton�s special historic interest derives from both the length of its history and 
the story of its evolution.  The earliest known settlement in the Embleton village 
area is the Iron Age settlement at Cold Embleton. 

The next stage of development is in the medieval period when Embleton may have 
been centred at the medieval village south of the present settlement.  The centre 
later became deserted and it is possible that the current village developed from 
then on � its eighteenth century layout survives intact.  After the cultural highs of its 
association with Merton College, Oxford, its economic lows during the Wars of the 
Roses and the Scottish wars, agricultural Embleton became industrial with the 
massive development of whinstone quarrying in the twentieth century.  With the 
decline in traditional local employment, the village has now entered a new phase in 
which its economic future lies in commuting and tourism, both of which must 
capitalise on the beauties of the surrounding landscape and seascape and the 
historic character of the village. 

The range and quality of historic and recent architecture in the village is well 
demonstrated by the number of buildings and structures that have been listed or 
scheduled in the village.  In date they range form the medieval (or even earlier) to 
the early nineteenth century, and in scope from an antique church to a pair of 
modest bungalows.   Many unlisted buildings are also of architectural interest, 
including local whinstone vernacular cottages, semis grandly built of whinstone 
blocks and imaginative modern houses. 
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Sufficient of these special interests or qualities survive with a coherent integrity on 
the ground to give Embleton the special character and appearance it needs to be a 
conservation area. 

6.1.2 The desirability of preserving or enhancing Embleton�s character and 
appearance 
Even before designation, decisions had already been made that certain parts of 
Embleton should be protected, with at least 20 listed buildings and 1 scheduled 
monument across the village. 

The whole settlement provides the physical and cultural context for all its protected 
components and, in addition, it provides considerable added value of place and 
history which is more than just the sum of its protected parts.  The overall integrity 
of the place makes sense of the history of components, and provides a continuous 
cultural environment in which they can be experienced.  It also has its own 
existence as the long-established and significant settlement of Embleton itself, and 
is therefore more than merely the cultural and environmental glue that holds its 
precious parts together. 

Both as a context for the valued, and as an historically and culturally valuable entity 
in itself, it is therefore desirable for the character and appearance of Embleton to be 
preserved or enhanced. 

6.2 Agreed Boundary 
The drawing of a conservation area boundary for any isolated coastal or country 
settlement may be complex so it is best to be guided by sound principles.  PPG15 
suggests the use of consistent local (i.e. district-wide) standards to ensure 
conservation areas are not �devalued� by drawing boundaries to include areas 
without special interest.  The principles for a boundary for Embleton should 
therefore be the following: 

•  begin with the minimum area of the core of the settlement, 
•  extend this by adding additional areas of strategic conservation importance, 

such as in protecting the settlement from potential future threats from nearby 
existing development or settlement expansion, or because they are part of the 
natural landscape context of the area and deserve to be protected with it; 

•  �holes� of undesignated parts within a continuous boundary should be avoided, 
•  avoid taking boundaries along the middle of a road or waterway where 

character is similar on both sides, 
•  run boundaries along visible features on the ground, where possible. 

Applying these principles � especially the first two � to Embleton produces the 
boundary shown in Map 1.  The core settlement has been augmented by strategic 
additions which include areas of landscape to the west and south and the large 
quarry to the north.  As Embleton is well away from other settlements, there has 
been little need to include additional strategic open landscape that may be 
threatened by development from other nearby settlements. 
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6.3 Planning Policy 
Now Embleton is designated as a conservation area, the current development plan 
policies as listed in section 7.4 below apply.  Guidance should always be sought to 
identify any newly issued policies or guidance. 

6.4 Suggested Additions to Listed Buildings 
Sycamore Cottages (Nos. 1 and 2) were listed for historic interest in September 
1988 but were then de-listed the following February.  These buildings still have 
significance as surviving relics of the great North East Coast Exhibition of 1927 
which should not be underestimated in spite of changes made to the buildings 
since they were relocated here from their original site in Newcastle (now Exhibition 
Park).  They also contribute to the character of this candidate conservation area. 

Other possible buildings with obvious listable qualities would be the Old School 
House, north of East Farmhouse, and the village pump on the bank east of the Blue 
Bell PH.  Mirables, although a modern building, uses traditional materials and 
idioms in an innovative way and also should be considered for listing.  Another 
modern group, High Dale Cottages, displays architectural innovation in an old 
setting and should be considered for listing, although more precise dating may 
exclude both of these under the 30 year rule. 

Secondary possibilities, which should not be overlooked for possible listing include, 
Creighton Memorial Hall (in spite of its additions), Jubilee House, Paradise House 
(in spite of its recent door-cases) and the pair of single storey Victorian cottages 
north of Paradise House. 

6.5 Possible Enhancement Schemes 
Because of the desirability of keeping the irregular character of Embleton, 
extensive environmental improvement could run the risk of gentrifying or sanitising 
its public spaces and lanes.  It is better to retain the village�s existing appearance 
than to alter it on a whim.  However, there are certain possibilities that could benefit 
the appearance of the village.  Some are mentioned above: 

•  A limited pilot campaign and grant scheme to introduce more timber back into 
the village buildings; 

•  An initiative with all parties to improve the appearance and use of the Front 
Street area in a non-intrusive and culturally appropriate way; 

•  Review the landscape and floorscape treatments of the north-south ridge with 
a view to improvements to its appearance and use, avoiding such piece-meal 
intrusions as red gravel parking areas and more unsympathetic garages; 

•  The public streets and lanes of the village could be investigated with a view to 
exposing and protecting any remaining traditional floorscape treatments and 
minimising the number of different floor materials to create a greater sense of 
uniformity and to reintroduce the use of traditional whinstone in the streets; 

•  Re-routing or removing unsightly overhead wires and poles; 
•  Removing street clutter, both public and private; 
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•  Audit of the condition and life expectancy of trees in the area and a scheme of 
remedial action as necessary, beginning in the area around the parish church 
and Old Vicarage; 

•  The following vacant or underused buildings and sites could be investigated 
for repair and re-use: 
- Quarry Houses 
- the playing field pavilion 
- the two historic dovecotes 
- the Old Vicarage�s sandstone garden buildings 
- the pillboxes 
- the public WCs 
- the old whinstone quarry 
- the playground (already in hand) 

6.6 Future Management 
Change is an inevitable component of most conservation areas; the challenge is to 
manage change in ways which maintain and, if possible, strengthen an area�s 
special qualities.  The character of conservation areas is rarely static and is 
susceptible to incremental, as well as dramatic, change.  Some areas are in a state 
of relative economic decline, and suffer from lack of investment.  In others, the 
qualities that make conservation areas appealing also help to encourage over-
investment and pressure for development in them.  Positive management is 
essential if such pressure for change, which tends to alter the very character that 
made the areas attractive in the first place, is to be limited. 

Proactively managing Embleton Conservation Area will therefore be an essential 
way of preserving and enhancing its character and appearance into the future.  
New English Heritage guidance suggests the following topics should be considered 
when addressing the need for a management strategy for the area: 

•  boundary review 
•  article 4 directions 
•  enforcement and monitoring change 
•  buildings at risk 
•  site specific design guidance or development briefs 
•  thematic policy guidance (for example on windows or doors) 
•  enhancement opportunities 
•  trees and green spaces 
•  urban design and/or public realm 
•  regeneration issues 
•  decision making and community consultation 
•  available resources 

In addition, development plan policies and Council procedures which relate to all 
conservation areas in the district will be applied to Embleton now that it is a 
conservation area. 
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7 Additional Information 
7.1 Other Designations 
7.1.1 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

Located in the gardens behind Sunny Brae is a medieval or seventeenth century 
stone dovecote.  This is protected as a scheduled monument. 

7.1.2 Listed Buildings 

Entries on the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
cover the whole building (including the interior), may cover more than one building, 
and may also include other buildings, walls and structures in the building�s 
curtilage.  Contact the Council for more advice (see page 7).  The following are the 
listed buildings in Embleton: 

Name Grade 
Milepost II 
Milepost II 
Sundial, Old Vicarage II 
The Bluebell Inn II 
Atkinson headstone II 
East Farmhouse II 
Dovecote II 
Garden walls, Old Vicarage II 
Church of the Holy Trinity I 
Darling Tomb II 
Gresham Headstone II 
Thompson Headstone II 
Lamp Post II 
Embleton Cottage II 
The Old Vicarage I 
Embleton United Reformed Church II 
The Old Manse II 
Village Pant II 
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Village Pump II 
Gazebo II 
The Moot Hall II 
Dovecote, rear of Sunny Brae II* 

See page 41 regarding Sycamore Cottages.   

7.1.3 Tree Preservation Orders 

Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) are made by local authorities to protect visually 
strategic groups or individual specimens of trees from damage such as felling, 
lopping or topping.  Trees not only soften the environment, they add the colours of 
changing seasons, shade and, in a shelter belt, can hide unsightly developments 
from view.  In Alnwick, some TPOs are made by the District Council and some by 
the County Council, but both have the same legal status. 

There are currently no TPOs in Embleton. 

7.1.4 Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

The quarry and all of the village to the east of the whinstone ridge lies within the 
Northumberland Coast AONB.  The aim of this designation is to conserve and 
enhance the natural beauty of the coast, whilst taking into account the economic 
and social needs of the local communities in it.  The promotion of leisure and 
recreation is not an objective of the designation. 

7.1.5 Heritage Coast 

The quarry and all of the village east of the whinstone ridge lies within the Heritage 
Coast designation.  The North Northumberland Coast is also designated as 
Heritage Coast which adds the objectives of facilitating and enhancing the 
enjoyment, understanding and appreciation of the area by the public, and of 
maintaining and enhancing the health of the inshore waters and beaches. 

7.2 Archaeological Records 
Northumberland County Council�s record of archaeological sites, whether they are 
scheduled ancient monuments, listed buildings or neither, are accessed through 
the national archaeological data base, Archaeological Data Services (ADS).  This 
website, which also includes entries from English Heritage, National Trust and 
Defence of Britain, can be accessed via www.northumberland.gov.uk. 

For the Embleton area, there are 24 entries.  They include three early records � a 
find of a Bronze Age burial cist, a possible Iron Age settlement at Cold Embleton, 
and ring ditches on Embleton Moor � and four concerned with the medieval village 
of Embleton � a deserted medieval village and a medieval hospital (both south of 
Embleton) and the medieval church and Vicarage in the village.  Post-medieval 
records include the Sunny Brae dovecot, East Farmhouse, the Moot Hall and 
stocks.  The Gazebo on Sea Lane and the brick dovecot on Station Road are the 
two eighteenth century entries, while the nineteenth century additions include 
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Embleton Cottage, the Blue Bell Inn, The Old Manse, The Village Pump, the URC 
Church and two signposts.  The most up-to-date entries record the village pant of 
1911 and a 1940s pillbox at the southern approach into the village. 

The Keys To The Past website (www.keystothepast.info) also carries information 
on many historic environment sites in Northumberland (and County Durham), 
aimed at a more general audience.  The same 24 entries for Embleton are also to 
be found on this website. 

7.3 The Implications Of Conservation Area Status 
The local planning authority has a statutory duty to pay special attention to the 
desirability of preserving or enhancing character and appearance of conservation 
areas in exercising their planning powers.  In particular, the local authority has extra 
controls over the following in conservation areas: 

•  demolition 
•  minor developments 
•  the protection of trees 

7.3.1 Demolition 
Outside conservation areas, buildings which are not statutorily listed can be 
demolished without approval under the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended).  Within conservation areas, the demolition of unlisted buildings requires 
conservation area consent.  Applications for consent to totally or substantially 
demolish any building within a conservation area must be made to Alnwick District 
Council or, on appeal or call-in, to the Secretary of State.  Procedures are basically 
the same as for listed building consent applications.  Generally, there is a 
presumption in favour of retaining buildings which make a positive contribution to 
the character or appearance of the conservation area. 

7.3.2 Minor Developments 
Within in a conservation area, legislation5 states that there are certain cases where 
permission must be obtained before making alterations which would normally be 
permitted elsewhere.  This is to ensure that any alterations do not detract from the 
area�s character and appearance.  The changes include certain types of exterior 
painting and cladding, roof alterations including inserting dormer windows, and 
putting up satellite dishes which are visible from the street.  The size of extensions 
to dwellinghouses which can be erected without consent is also restricted to 50m3. 

Under Article 4 of the same legislation, there can be further measures to restrict 
other kinds of alteration which are normally allowed under so-called �permitted 
development rights�.  These measures, called Article 4 Directions, can be selective 
in the buildings they cover within the conservation area, and the types of restriction 
they impose depending on how they might affect key building elements and so 

                                                           
5 Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1997 
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character and appearance.  These Directions effectively control the proliferation of 
relatively minor alterations to buildings in conservation areas that can cumulatively 
lead to erosion of character and appearance over time.  Development is not 
precluded, but selected alterations would require planning permission and special 
attention would be paid to the potential effect of proposals when permission was 
sought.  Examples might be putting up porches, painting a house a different colour, 
or changing distinctive doors, windows or other architectural details.  The local 
authority has to give good reason for making these restrictions, and must take 
account of public views before doing so. 

To many owners, any tighter restrictions or additional costs, such as for special 
building materials, are more than outweighed by the pleasure they derive from 
living in such an area. 

7.3.3 Trees 
Trees make an important contribution to the character of the local environment.  
Anyone proposing to cut down, top or lop a tree in a conservation area, whether or 
not it is covered by a tree preservation order, has to give notice to the local 
planning authority.  The authority can then consider the contribution the tree makes 
to the character of the area and if necessary make a tree preservation order to 
protect it. 

7.4 Current Development Plan Policies  
The following policies would be generally applicable to development in settlements 
within Alnwick District and will apply to Embleton Conservation Area now it is 
designated. 

•  Core Strategy Policies 
- S1-S23 

•  Saved Policies from Alnwick District Wide Local Plan 
- BE2, BE8, BE12, BE13, H19 

7.5 Unlisted Buildings In A Conservation Area 
When considering the contribution made by unlisted buildings to the special 
architectural or historic interest of a conservation area, the following questions 
might be asked6: 

•  Is the building the work of a particular architect of regional or local note? 
•  Has it qualities of age, style, materials or any other characteristics which 

reflect those of at least a substantial number of the buildings in the 
conservation area? 

•  Does it relate by age, materials, or in any other historically significant way to 
adjacent listed buildings, and contribute positively to their setting? 

                                                           
6 Taken from Guidance on Conservation Area Appraisals, English Heritage, 2006 
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•  Does it individually, or as part of a group, serve as a reminder of the gradual 
development of the settlement in which it stands, or of an earlier phase of 
growth? 

•  Does it have significant historic association with established features such as 
the road layout, burgage plots, a town park or a landscape feature? 

•  Does the building have landmark quality, or contribute to the quality of 
recognisable spaces, including exteriors or open spaces with a complex of 
public buildings? 

•  Does it reflect the traditional functional character of, or former uses within, the 
area? 

•  Has it significant historic associations with local people or past events? 
•  Does its use contribute to the character or appearance of the conservation 

area? 
•  If a structure associated with a designed landscape within the conservation 

area, such as a significant wall, terracing or a minor garden building, is it of 
identifiable importance to the historic design? 

Alnwick District Council believes any one of these characteristics could provide the 
basis for considering that a building makes a positive contribution to the special 
interest of a conservation area, provided that its historic form and values have not 
been seriously eroded by unsympathetic alteration. 

7.6 Sources 
The following sources were used in production of this appraisal: 

•  Alnwick District Wide Local Plan, Alnwick District Council, 1997 
•  Northumberland Place-Names, Stan Beckensall, Butler Publishing, 2004 
•  The Buildings of England: Northumberland, John Grundy et al, 1992 
•  Medieval Castle, Towers, Peles & Bastles of Northumberland, T H Rowland, 

Sandhill Press, 1987 
•  Victorian County History: Northumberland, Volume 2, 1895 
•  A History of Embleton and its Parish Church, Embleton Parochial Church 

Council, 2003 
•  Embleton Parish Heritage Trails, Dr T J Howells, Embleton Parish Council, 

2006 
•  Northumberland County Archives, Woodhorn 
•  letter from A and M Watchorn, 12 May 2007 
•  www.keystothepast.info 
•  www.northumberland.gov.uk 

7.7 Photographic Record 
Photographs taken during site survey for this report are contained in a digital 
archive held by Alnwick District Council. 
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Map 2. Approximate Age of Buildings 
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