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Can students claim housing benefit? 
 
Most full-time students cannot claim housing benefit because the Government expects them to use 
other money like their grant, student loan or access funds to pay their rent. 
 
For housing benefit, a full-time student is someone who studies with a college or university for 16 
hours or more a week.  If you are not sure whether you are a full-time or part-time student, contact 
your college or university who will be able to give you advice. 

Which students can claim housing benefit? 
 
You might be able to claim if you: 
 
• are a part-time student 

• are a student who is responsible for a child or young person (as part of a couple or on your 
own) 

• are a single foster parent 

• are of state pension credit qualifying age 

• get income support, income-based jobseeker’s allowance or ESAIR 

• meet the conditions for the disability premium or severe disability premium 

• have not been able to work for 28 weeks 

• qualify for a disabled students’ allowance because you are deaf 

• are under 21 and not in higher education 

• have a partner who is not a student (they need to claim, not you) 

• had to interrupt your course due to illness or caring responsibilities (and the college or 

university have agreed to this) and the illness or caring responsibilities have ended and you 

are waiting to return to the course 

Can student nurses claim housing benefit? 
 
The same rules for students apply to students funded by the National Health Service 
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Can students who rent property from a university or college claim housing benefit? 
 
Yes, if you are a student who is eligible to claim housing benefit.  You can claim for the 
accommodation you rent from your university or college, including Halls of Residence.  You may 
also qualify for housing benefit when you are not studying, depending on your income.  

If I am a student who can claim housing benefit, how much will I get? 
 
How much you will get depends on your income.  We work out your income as if you get the full 
amount of student loan available to you, even if you don’t actually receive it all.  We ignore the first 
£10 a week of this money.  
 
If you get a bursary for nursing or midwifery diploma courses, you cannot get a student loan so we 
don’t have to count any loan income but we do count your bursary. 
 
If you are a non-diploma nursing student, we count any grant and the full amount of loan income in 
the same way that we do for all students. 

I live with my parents, and I am going to be a full time student, how will this affect their 
housing benefit? 
 
If you are over 18 and living in the household of someone claiming housing benefit you will be 
classed as a non-dependant unless they still receive child benefit for you.  If you are classed as a 
non-dependant then there may be a deduction from their housing benefit in respect of you. 
 
If you are a full time student, then for the period you are a student there will be no deduction made 
for you and you will be disregarded from the household for council tax purposes. 
 
There may be a deduction for housing benefit during the summer vacations if you do remunerative 
work of more than 16 hours per week. 
 
If you have to live away from your normal residence during term time for the purpose of attending 
college, then you may be classed as still occupying your normal residence for housing benefit 
purposes. 


