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1. Business Support 
1.1 Northumberland County Council Business Support Hub 

Northumberland County Council continues to operate its Business Support Hub with a specialist 

team working hard to support businesses and employers through the Covid-19 pandemic. The Hub 

includes Government information and support available and is updated regularly.  

For further information click here 

  

1.2 North East LEP Growth Hub 

The North East LEP Growth Hub continues to provide information and support for businesses, 

including a Covid-19 toolkit. 

For further details click here 

  

1.3 North of Tyne Growth Fund 

Support is available for businesses looking to expand or establish new operations. The North of 

Tyne Growth Fund is a £4.6m programme of investment part-funded by ERDF supporting SME 

growth. A grant of up to 30% of expenditure could be available, for small or medium size 

businesses planning capital investment of at least £134,000, expanding or establishing in 

Newcastle, North Tyneside, or Northumberland.  

For further information click here 

  

1.4 Rural Business Growth Fund 

If you are a micro, small or medium sized business based in the rural areas of Northumberland, 

Newcastle and North Tyneside, then you may be able to access up to 40% of your project costs.  

For further information click here  

  

1.5 Northumberland County Council’s Community Housing Fund.  

Community groups based in Northumberland can apply for funding to deliver affordable 

homes that meet local housing need. The homes can either be new build or existing properties that 

have been refurbished. Grants cover 3 stages.   

• Stage 1 provides funding for community group development, community consultation and to 

understand local housing need.    

• Stage 2 enables groups to understand whether a potential scheme is feasible and 

viable. Eligible activities include business planning, scheme design, financial modelling 

and preparation of a planning application.  

• Stage 3 funding contributes to the cost of purchasing and developing a site or building.  

For further information click here  

 

1.6 Business Northumberland  

If you are looking for support in developing an online digital strategy, Business Northumberland is a 

digital business support programme that provides dedicated and tailored support to SME’s across 

Northumberland and the wider North East.  

For further information click here 

 

1.7 Business and Academic Partnerships 

Businesses across the UK are being invited to collaborate with an academic or research 

organisation on a Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP), a scheme that helps businesses and not 

for profit organisations to innovate and grow. Up to £40 million in total is available for part funding of 

KTPs that will offer businesses the opportunity to access new skills and the latest academic 

thinking to help them deliver a specific, strategic innovation project. KTPs can last between 12 and 

36 months, depending on the project and the needs of the business. The deadline for applications 

to Innovate UK for this round is the 1st December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

2. Communities, Charities and Voluntary Organisations 
2.1 Grants for Armed Forces Day Events 

Grants of up to £10,000 are available to local councils, organisations, schools, ex-service 

organisations and individuals for Armed Forces Day events across the UK. The Ministry of Defence 

is providing funding for events to be held on or in the weeks around the 25th June 2022. Grants can 

cover up to half the total cost of the event. The fund will be open to applications until the 1st March 

2022. 

For further information click here 

 

3. Wellbeing, Young, Vulnerable, Elderly and Disadvantaged 
3.1 Funding to tackle social deprivation 

The 1989 Willan Charitable Trust Fund supports registered charities, exempted and excepted 

organisations, whose activities benefit residents of Tyne & Wear, Northumberland, County Durham 

and Teesside. Priority will be given to those which ease social deprivation and/or enrich the fabric 

of the local community and the quality of life of individuals within that community.  Grants are 

available to support core and project costs, and will generally range from £750 to £10,000. The 

closing date for applications for this round of funding is the 15th November 2021 for consideration 

at the December meeting of Trustees.   

For further information click here 

 

4. Arts, Culture, Heritage and Tourism 
4.1 Association of Independent Museums Hallmarks Grants 

The Association of Independent Museums (AIM) Hallmarks Grants will support accredited 

museums in England, with grants totalling £55,000 each year for the next two years. The grants are 

funded by Arts Council England, through AIM’s National Portfolio Organisation funding. This year 

grants of up to £10,000 will be available. Applications must be submitted by the deadline of 31 

January 2022. 

For further information click here 

 

4.2 Northern Cultural Regeneration Fund Support for arts 

The £3.1 million Northern Cultural Regeneration Fund is open to applications from incorporated 

businesses that work in the creative and cultural sector and can evidence social impact as a by-

product of their core work. Organisations based in the North East LEP area are advised to contact 

Social Investment Business to express interest and for further information; organisations based in 

the other ten LEP areas are advised to contact Key Fund. 

For further information on Social Investment Business click here 

For further information on The Key Fund click here 

 

4.3 Funding to increase the understanding and knowledge of Castles in the UK 

The Castle Studies Trust is offering grants of up to £10,000 including VAT to support the production 

of new discrete pieces of research that enhance the understanding and knowledge of castles. 

Grants will initially focus on new work on castles, such as architectural and geophysical surveys, 

radio-carbon dating, or projects that enhance the general public’s understanding of castles. The 

deadline for applications is 1 December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

4.4 TV & film production restart scheme extension 

The scheme aims to help to get TV and film productions that were halted or delayed by a lack of 

insurance back up and running. The latest extension, which means the scheme now remains open 

for applications until next spring, will provide cover for claims up to 30 June 2022. This is expected 

to support an additional six months of TV and film production in the UK, protecting around 34,500 

jobs and £1.2 billion of production spend. The funding is available to all UK television and film 

productions made by companies where at least half of the production budget is spent in the UK and 

is estimated to cover more than 70% of the TV and film production market. This scheme will now 

remain open for applications until 30 April 2022. 

For further information click here 

 

5. Technology, Transport, Recycling, Environment, Energy and Industry 
5.1 Industrial Energy Transformation Fund Phase 2 

Phase 2 of the UK Government’s Industrial Energy Transformation Fund, designed to help energy 

intensive industries and businesses with high energy use to cut their energy bills and carbon 

emissions open to applications. IETF Phase 2: Autumn 2021 provides up to £60 million of grant 

funding for the following project types:  

• studies - feasibility and engineering studies to enable companies to investigate identified 

energy efficiency and decarbonisation projects prior to making an investment decision  

• energy efficiency - deployment of technologies to reduce industrial energy consumption  

• deep decarbonisation - deployment of technologies to achieve industrial emissions savings  

The deadline for applications is the 6th December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

6. Rural, Agricultural Horticultural, Animal Welfare and Fisheries 
6.1 Farming Innovation Programme to boost the future of farming 

The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, in partnership with UK Research & 

Innovation has £17.5 million to boost the future of farming. The programme will support 

collaborative research and development projects that enable England’s agricultural and horticultural 

sectors to be more environmentally sustainable and resilient, whilst moving the sectors towards net 

zero. The fund consists of four different strands, however only three are open; 

• Research Starter Projects – To help farmers and growers with bold, ambitious early-stage 

ideas develop them further and build a collaborative team – for those who haven’t previously 

received Innovate UK funding  

• Feasibility Projects – To test the feasibility of early-stage solutions and to inform decisions on 

subsequent larger scale R&D projects  

• Small R&D Partnership Projects – To carry out R&D for innovative solutions that have the 

potential to substantially improve overall productivity, sustainability and resilience of the sector  

 

6.2 Defra Opens Bids for Fisheries Industry Science Partnerships Scheme 

The Fisheries Industry Science Partnerships (FISP) Scheme is part of the Science and Innovation 

pillar of the £100 million UK Seafood Fund. Its objectives are to rejuvenate the sector, take 

advantage of the UK’s additional fishing quota, and bring economic growth to coastal communities. 

Grants of up to £20,000 are available to support the development of research proposals which 

could be used as the basis for bids for future rounds of FISP contracts. Applications can come from 

sole traders who own or operate a UK fishing boat or organisations engaged in commercial or 

recreational sea fishing, aquaculture or processing in the UK or research organisations  Interested 

parties can bid for a contract or apply for a grant until Monday 22 November 2021 (12:00 GMT). 

For further information click here 

 

6.3 UK Seafood Innovation Fund - Call 3 for feasibility projects 

The Seafood Innovation Fund (SIF) is a three-year, £10 million research and development (R&D) 

fund, designed to boost innovation in the UK fishing and seafood industries. The programme has an 

overall budget of £10 million and focuses on delivering longer term, cutting-edge innovation across 

the seafood sector, helping to take innovative ideas from early-stage research to commercial 

viability. Successful call 3 feasibility studies that can test new ideas or approaches to benefit the UK 

seafood sector. Up to £50,000 is available for a feasibility study. These are projects funded for up 

to five months, to develop an idea for a new technology or process, and to undertake the initial 

testing to assess whether progressing further is beneficial. The deadline for applications is 7 

January 2022. 

For further information click here 

 

Looking for funding? 
Northumberland County 4 Community is a user-friendly and professional community funding 

database for Northumberland which has already helped secure millions of pounds worth of support 

to the area. 

  

It is an online funding database and a step-by step process which enables you to identify and select 

funding schemes and awards that are appropriate to your project, and: 

  

• a convenient one-stop-shop of funding information. 

• an information source with thousands of funding schemes including grants, loans and awards 

from local, regional, and national UK government, European funding, charitable trusts, and 

corporate sponsors. 

• content ranging from modest community funds at one end of the spectrum to major, multilevel 

European initiatives at the other. 

  

To access Northumberland County 4 Community, you must register some basic details. 

Northumberland County Council funds this service, and partners and community users can access 

this free of charge. Registration will give you immediate, free, and unrestricted access to the 

comprehensive database of funding opportunities and business advice services. You can browse or 

search for funding, generate reports, access news items in full and set up alerts to receive updates 

regarding suitable funding opportunities. 

  

To register as a user - click here 
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1. Simply browse the overview to each fund 

2. If anything catches your interest? Simply click on the click here link at the end of the 

paragraph or the active hyperlink and this will take you directly to the funders website 

3. You can then view and print any information from there 
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