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1. Business Support 
1.1 Northumberland County Council Business Support Hub 

Northumberland County Council continues to operate its Business Support Hub with a specialist 

team working hard to support businesses and employers through the Covid-19 pandemic. The Hub 

includes Government information and support available and is updated regularly. 

For further information click here 

  

1.2 North East LEP Growth Hub 

The North East LEP Growth Hub continues to provide information and support for businesses, 

including a Covid-19 toolkit.  

For further details click here 

  

1.3 North of Tyne Growth Fund 

Support is available for businesses looking to expand or establish new operations. The North of 

Tyne Growth Fund is a £4.6m programme of investment part-funded by ERDF supporting SME 

growth. A grant of up to 30% of expenditure could be available, for small or medium size 

businesses planning capital investment of at least £134,000, expanding or establishing in 

Newcastle, North Tyneside, or Northumberland. 

For further information click here 

  

1.4 Rural Business Growth Fund 

If you are a micro, small or medium sized business based in the rural areas of Northumberland, 

Newcastle and North Tyneside, then you may be able to access up to 40% of your project costs.  

For further information click here  

 

1.5 Northumberland County Council’s Community Housing Fund.  

Community groups based in Northumberland can apply for funding to deliver affordable 

homes that meet local housing need. The homes can either be new build or existing properties that 

have been refurbished. Grants cover 3 stages.   

• Stage 1 provides funding for community group development, community consultation and to 

understand local housing need.    

• Stage 2 enables groups to understand whether a potential scheme is feasible and 

viable. Eligible activities include business planning, scheme design, financial modelling 

and preparation of a planning application.  

• Stage 3 funding contributes to the cost of purchasing and developing a site or building.  

For further information click here  

 

1.6 Business Northumberland  

If you are looking for support in developing an online digital strategy, Business Northumberland is a 

digital business support programme that provides dedicated and tailored support to SME’s across 

Northumberland and the wider North East. 

For further information click here  

 

2. Communities, Charities and Voluntary Organisations 
2.1 Community Environmental Project Fund 

A £2.5 million funding programme available to voluntary and community organisations in the United 

Kingdom for small-scale projects to take action on climate change. The Together for Our Planet 

programme aims to support the nurturing and development of local ideas, contributing to a legacy 

of ongoing climate action projects in hundreds of communities across the UK. Grants of £1,000 to 

£10,000 will be available. The programme will open to applications on 1 September 2021, with a 

deadline for applications of 18 November 2021 (5pm). 

For further information click here 

2.2 Funding to Help UK Communities Connect and Thrive 

A fund for community projects that will build stronger connections across UK communities, and 

improve the infrastructure and conditions that are needed to strengthen these connections, is 

inviting applications. The fund is interested in bold and experimental responses to bringing people 

together using new, or new combinations of approaches. Grants of up to £300,000 are available, for 

up to two years. Applications may be made at any time while funding remains available. 

For further information click here 

 

2.3 Grants of up to £5,000 Available for Projects that Help the Homeless 

Help the Homeless makes grants of up to £5,000 to small and medium-sized charitable 

organisations (with a turnover of less than £1 million) whose aim is to help homeless people return 

to the community and enabling them to resume a normal life. Typically, such organisations may 

operate small or medium-sized residential or training facilities to assist homeless people. The 

closing date for the next round of funding is the 15th December 2021.  

For further information click here 

 

2.4 Arts Council England Launches New Capital Investment Programme 

Arts Council England has launched a new Capital Investment Programme to support cultural 

organisations to adjust buildings and equipment so that they can operate safely post-pandemic and 

improve access, seize on technological opportunities, and reduce environmental impact. Grants of 

between £100,000 and £750,000 will be available to charities, CIOs, CICs, statutory bodies and 

other public bodies who run or maintain cultural services. The fund will open to expressions of 

interest at 12pm on the 5th October 2021 until 12pm on the 26th October 2021. Full applications 

can be made between the 10th November and the 13th December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

3. Arts, Culture, Heritage and Tourism 
3.1 Funding to Help Save Nationally Important Heritage Assets at Risk of Loss 

The National Heritage Memorial Fund’s Covid-19 Response Fund is available for Charities, not-for-

profit and public sector organisations to apply for funding to help save nationally important heritage 

assets at risk of loss due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. £20 million is available to 

support UK organisations, with an additional £20 million available to those in England. The fund will 

remain open to applications until the end of April 2023. There are no deadlines for applications. 

For further information click here 

 

4. Technology, Transport, Recycling, Environment, Energy and Industry 
4.1 Energy Saving Trust Launches £400,000 eCargo Bike Grant Fund 

The Government believes that replacing diesel vans with eCargo bikes or electric vans can be a 

wise business decision, as it can help reduce costs, boost the environmental credentials of the 

organisation and improve the efficiency of deliveries in congested areas. A total funding pot of 

£400,000 has been made available for this programme. Grant funding will be 40% of the gross cost 

of each eCargo bike, up to a maximum of £2,500 for two-wheel models and £4,500 for three-wheel 

models. The deadline for applications is 14 December 2021. 

For further information click here 

4.2 Industrial Energy Efficiency Accelerator Phase 3 Now Open 

The Industrial Energy Efficiency Accelerator (IEEA) funds industrial scale demonstrations of novel 

technologies with the potential to reduce energy consumption, maximise resource efficiency and cut 

carbon emissions in industry. Grants will be competitively awarded to projects that can install and 

test innovative energy efficiency technologies on an industrial site, to prove that they work at scale 

in a real industrial setting. Grants of between £150,000 and £1 million will typically be available for 

each successful project. Successful applicants can typically expect to receive between 40-60% 

funding towards eligible project costs, with the remainder funded by the applicant(s). Applications 

for Phase 3 Ideas are currently being accepted. 

For further information click here 

 

4.3 TechX Clean Energy Accelerator Opens to Applications 

The TechX Clean Energy Accelerator aims to help innovative clean energy start-ups develop their 

technologies and grow their business. The programme offers an intensive 15-week full-time 

experience, with benefits that include expert technology and business support, mentorship, 

prototype development, the opportunity for field trials with some of the largest companies in the 

energy industry and a £100,000 grant. Applicants can be based anywhere. The deadline for 

applications is 28 November 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

4.4 Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund Opens for Wave 1 Applications 

The Government has committed to a £3.8 billion Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund (SHDF) 

over a 10-year period to improve the energy performance of social rented homes, on the pathway 

to Net Zero 2050. The Fund aims to upgrade a significant amount of the social housing stock – 

currently below Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) Band C – up to that standard, delivering 

warm, energy-efficient homes, reducing carbon emissions and fuel bills, tackling fuel poverty, and 

supporting green jobs. The deadline for submission of proposals is 15 October 2021 (23:59 BST). 

For further information click here 

 

4.5 New Innovation Grants for Offshore Wind Projects 

The Offshore Wind Growth Partnership (OWGP) is a long-term business transformation programme 

that has been established as part of the UK Offshore Wind Sector Deal. The OWGP has issued a 

funding call with a total funding pot of £3 million for projects that will result in market-ready solutions 

to accelerate offshore wind consenting and ongoing site development activities. This includes post-

consenting activities like ongoing survey work, monitoring and mitigation activities. Individual grants 

of between £25,000 are £100,000 are available. The deadline for applications is 29 October 2021 

(17:00 BST). 

For further information click here 

 

4.6 £220 Million to Help Polluting Industries Reduce Fossil Fuel Use 

Businesses in some of the most polluting and energy-intensive industries will be able to bid for a 

share of £220 million in Government investment to help them go green. Phase two of the Industrial 

Energy Transformation Fund will support businesses to clean up their industrial processes, improve 

their energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions. Industries will be able to apply for grants of up 

to £30 million to enable them to invest in low-carbon technology. Applications will open from the 

27th September until the 6th December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

5. Rural, Agricultural Horticultural, Animal Welfare and Fisheries 
5.1 International Tree Foundation Accepting Applications for 2021 Planting Season 

The Foundation offers grants to support the conservation, restoration and protection of the UK’s 

indigenous trees, woodlands, and forests, whilst promoting grassroots community engagement with 

tree planting and raising communal awareness of the importance of trees and forests to both the 

environment and human well-being. Applications are invited from community-based organisations, 

such as schools, community groups and non-governmental organisations. The deadline for 

applications is 16 December 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

5.2 Research & Development Funding for Sustainability & Productivity of the UK Seafood 

Industry 

The UK Government’s Seafood Innovation Fund will open to a third call for applications in autumn 

2021. Organisations from all sectors in the UK or EU can apply for funding from the £10 million 

research and development fund to develop innovative ideas, products and technology which will 

benefit the sustainability, productivity and profitability of the UK’s fishing, aquaculture and seafood 

industries.  

For further information click here 

 

5.3 Funding for Projects that Promote a Better Understanding of the Environment and 

Countryside 

UK based schools and not for profit organisations can apply for funding to the Nineveh Charitable 

Trust for a broad range of projects and activities that promote a better understanding of the 

environment and countryside, whilst facilitating improved access, education and research. Whilst 

the Trust does not specify a minimum or maximum grant amount that can be applied for, an 

analysis of previous grants would suggest a maximum of £5,000 per year for up to three years. 

Applications can be submitted at any time. 

For further information click here 

 

6. Skills, Education and Training 
6.1 Triangle Trust Accepting Applications for Young Offender Employment Projects 

The Triangle Trust is currently accepting applications from across the UK for projects that work with 

young people with criminal convictions (up to the age of 25 years) to find meaningful and secure 

employment. Priority will be given to proposals that provide specialist support to target those who 

are particularly disadvantaged, such as young people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic 

communities, young women and girl, and young people who have been looked after. Applying 

organisations must have an income of less than £1 million over the past three years. 

The deadline for applications is noon on 26 October 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

6.2 Funding for Projects to Increase Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Skills 

Grants of up to £5,000 are available to registered charities to assist with specific projects or core 

activities that support literacy, numeracy, digital and additional skills for people aged 11 or older in 

order to increase their employment prospects within the UK. The funding is being made available 

through the Thomas Wall Trust. The deadline for submitting expressions of interest is the 27th 

September 2021. Grants will be awarded in November 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

6.3 The Foyle School Library Scheme 

The Foyle School Library Scheme accepts applications from state funded schools for grants of 

between £1,000 and £10,000 to improve their libraries. They do not consider applications from 

nursery/early years only establishments. Secondary schools and sixth form colleges are eligible, 

but primary schools are a higher priority. The majority of funding should be requested for books/

reading materials.  

For further information click here 

 

6.4 Funding for Projects that Support the Education and Development of Children and 

Young People 

Schools, colleges and community groups in England can apply for grants to BlueSpark Foundation 

to support the education and development of children and young people through educational, 

cultural, sporting and other projects. BlueSpark is particularly keen to support projects which will 

help enhance the self-confidence, team working skills and future employability of children and 

young people. In most cases grants will be made on a relatively small scale.  The Foundation 

makes grants of up to £5,000. Applications can be submitted at any time and must be made online 

on BlueSpark Foundation's online Application Form. 

For further information click here 

 

7. Sport and Leisure 
7.1 Rowing Foundation Grants Programme 

Grants of between £500 and £3,000 are available to organisations, schools and clubs involved in 

rowing to help purchase equipment, such as boats, sculls, ergos, oars and essential safety 

equipment. The funding is being made available through the Rowing Foundation and preference is 

given for activities focused on the young or disabled. Grants can cover up to 50% of costs. The next 

deadline to apply to the Rowing Foundation is the 25th October 2021. 

For further information click here 

7.2 £1 Million in Funding to Help Children Access Cycle Training 

More than £1 million in Government funding has been made available for creative and innovative 

pilot projects which will help children and teenagers learn how to ride a bike. The Widening 

Participation Fund, administered by the Bikeability Trust, will support projects that target 

underrepresented children in England who do not take part in Bikeability. The Trust is welcoming 

bids of up to £75,000 from current Bikeability training providers and any organisation that can 

increase participation. The deadline for applications is 5pm on the 29th October 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

Looking for funding? 
Northumberland County 4 Community is a user-friendly and professional community funding 

database for Northumberland which has already helped secure millions of pounds worth of support 

to the area. 

  

It is an online funding database and a step-by step process which enables you to identify and select 

funding schemes and awards that are appropriate to your project, and: 

  

• a convenient one-stop-shop of funding information. 

• an information source with thousands of funding schemes including grants, loans and 

awards from local, regional, and national UK government, European funding, charitable 

trusts, and corporate sponsors. 

• content ranging from modest community funds at one end of the spectrum to major, 

multilevel European initiatives at the other. 

  

To access Northumberland County 4 Community, you must register some basic details. 

Northumberland County Council funds this service, and partners and community users can access 

this free of charge. Registration will give you immediate, free, and unrestricted access to the 

comprehensive database of funding opportunities and business advice services. You can browse or 

search for funding, generate reports, access news items in full and set up alerts to receive updates 

regarding suitable funding opportunities. 

  

To register as a user - click here 
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