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Budget News Focus 
The following provides a summary of the key funds emerging from the Government's recent Budget 

announcement  

 

Levelling Up Fund £4.8m to invest in local infrastructure that has a visible impact on people and 

communities. Key themes for investment - Transport, Town Centre regeneration and Cultural 

investment. 

 

UK Community Renewal Fund £220m preparing the UK for Shared Prosperity Fund to support 

communities pilot new programmes and approaches to local provision. Key investment priorities 

include improving workforce skills, investment in local businesses, communities and supporting 

people into employment.  The North of Tyne Combined Authority is the lead authority for the 

Northumberland, Newcastle and North Tyneside areas and has now published a call for projects.  

Further information can be found here 

 

Community Ownership Fund £150m supporting community run projects, clubs, assets which 

focus on improving place based amenities, building a sense of pride in the local area.  Further 

details are expected by June 2021. 

 

Flexi Job Apprenticeship Programme £7m focussing on varying opportunities in skills and jobs 

for apprentices and to work with several employers.  

 

Traineeships £126m for 40,000 more traineeships in England, funding high quality work 

placements and training for 16-24 year olds in 2021/22 academic year 

 

Offshore wind demonstrators £20m UK-wide competition to develop floating offshore wind 

demonstrators and help support the Government's aim to generate enough electricity from offshore 

wind to power every home by 2030 

 

Restart Grants £5m One off cash grant up to £18,000 for hospitality, accommodation, leisure, 

personal care and gym businesses in England 

 

Energy Storage Prototypes £68 million UK-wide competition to deliver first-of-a-kind long-duration 

energy storage prototypes that will reduce the cost of net zero by storing excess low carbon energy 

over longer periods 

 

Biomass feedstocks programme £4 million To identify ways to increase the production of green 

energy crops and forest products that can be used for energy. 

 

Future Fund Breakthrough £375 million Will invest in highly innovative companies such as those 

working in life sciences, quantum computing, or clean tech, that are aiming to raise at least £20 

million of funding. 

 

UK Grassroot Sports £25 million To invest in grassroots sports – approximately 700 new pitches 

 

Film & TV Production Restart Extension of the Film & TV Production Restart scheme in the UK, 

coupled with an additional £300 million to support theatres, museums and other cultural 

organisations in England through the Culture Recovery Fund. 

 

Build Back Better The Government’s plan for growth strategy, setting out how infrastructure, skills 

and innovation will drive the UK economy. Transformational approach, tackling long-term problems 

to deliver growth that creates high-quality jobs across the UK. Aims to level up the UK, support 

transition to net zero and create a global Britain. 

 

1. Business Support 
1.1  Northumberland County Council Business Support Hub 

Northumberland County Council continues to operate its Business Support Hub with a specialist 

team working hard to support businesses and employers through the Covid-19 pandemic. The Hub 

includes Government information and support available and is updated regularly. 

For further information click here 

  

1.2  North East LEP Growth Hub 

The North East LEP Growth Hub continues to provide information and support for businesses, 

including a Covid-19 toolkit. The North East Covid-19 Economic Response Group continues to 

support businesses plan for economic recovery. 

For further details click here 

  

1.3 North of Tyne Growth Fund 

Support is available for businesses looking to expand or establish new operations. The North of 

Tyne Growth Fund is a £4.6m programme of investment part-funded by ERDF supporting SME 

growth. A grant of up to 30% of expenditure could be available, for small or medium size 

businesses planning capital investment of at least £134,000, expanding or establishing in 

Newcastle, North Tyneside, or Northumberland. 

For further information click here 

  

1.4  Rural Business Growth Fund 

If you are a micro, small or medium sized business based in the rural areas of Northumberland, 

Newcastle and North Tyneside, then you may be able to access up to 40% of your project costs.  

For further information click here  

  

1.5 Northumberland Covid Business Response Programme (NCBRP) 

The Northumberland Covid Business Response Programme (NCBRP) is a new service for SMEs 

who have been adversely affected by COVID-19. The Project is funded by the North of Tyne 

Combined Authority and is being delivered by Advance Northumberland on behalf of 

Northumberland County Council and the Northumberland Business Hub. The programme has two 

distinct areas of delivery in helping eligible businesses in the county as they look to adopt to new 

market opportunities and new ways of working and engaging with customers. 

  

• DIGITAL ADVANTAGE - This support programme will enable SMEs from across 

Northumberland to introduce digital tools into their day to day business activity. These tools 

include e-commerce websites and proactive digital marketing campaigns to expand and 

reach new customers and build digital capacity within the business base across the County. 

Also, businesses in the hospitality industry could have the chance to create a bespoke apps 

fully funded for their business. 

• BUSINESS ADVANTAGE - This area of the programme provides access to 12 hours 1-2-1 

coaching or consultancy for businesses looking to explore new methods of business 

delivery, increase productivity or become more resilient. The Business Advantage Service is 

open to Large businesses and SMEs across the County. 

  

Each of the support strands has defined eligibility criteria and SMEs are able to register their 

support through the newly launched NCBRP website. 

For further information click here 

  

1.6 HSBC Unveils £15 Billion Fund to Help SMEs Recover from Pandemic 

The fund, which includes over £10 billion of specific regionally focused allocations, will seek to 

ensure that companies throughout the country can benefit, supporting regional economies, 

employment opportunities and driving growth. SMEs in the UK, whether they are a start-up or 

established business, focused either on the domestic market or looking to trade internationally, may 

apply. Applicants do not need to be an HSBC customer to qualify. Applications can be made at any 

time. 

For further information click here 

 

1.7 Applications Open for £20m SME Brexit Support Fund 

The fund has been established to help small and medium businesses with changes to trading 

regulations with the EU, including new customs, rules of origin, and VAT arrangements. SMEs that 

trade only with the EU, and are therefore new to importing and exporting processes, will be 

encouraged to apply for grants of up to £2,000 for each trader. To be eligible, businesses must 

import or export goods between Great Britain and the EU, or move goods between Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland. Applications will close on 30 June 2021 or earlier if all funding is allocated 

prior to this date. 

For further information click here 

 

2. Communities, Charities and Voluntary Organisations 
2.1 Funding for Projects That Improve Local Life in Rural Communities 

Community groups as well as schools located in an area that is off the mains gas grid can apply for 

grants of up to £5,000 for projects that benefit the local community. The initial application is 

followed by a public vote on the Calor Rural Community Fund website. The funding is being made 

available through the Calor Rural Community Fund. A total of £85,000 is available to support 

projects. The deadline for submitting projects is the 21st April 2021. The general public will then 

have the opportunity to vote for their favourite project. 

For further information click here 

 

3. Wellbeing, Young, Vulnerable, Elderly and Disadvantaged 
3.1 Local Data Accelerator Fund to Support Children and Families 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) annouced it is making £7.9 

million available for data projects which improve outcomes for children and families in England. The 

Local Data Accelerator Fund is one strand of the wider £9.6 million Data Improvement Across 

Government programme, which was announced in the 2020 spending review. It aims to improve 

the use of data at a national level and at the local level to improve the evidence base, inform policy 

decisions and service delivery for children and young people. MHCLG invites bids from 

partnerships of local authorities and other local agencies The core components for the bids which 

MHCLG are looking for are: 

 

• Bids should include an exemplar data project which involves using data from different 

agencies to improve services. The projects should provide real world benefits. Projects 

should be innovative, sustainable and scalable i.e. appropriate for adoption by other local 

areas. 

• Projects that improve the data maturity of the project partners i.e. getting more advanced 

areas to share skills and learning with less other areas. 

• Bids should be from a partnership of local authorities and other local services including a 

mix of agencies with different levels of data maturity. 

 

MHCLG would welcome a range of bids relating to services for children and families. Local 

authorities and other local services providing support to children and families in England are eligible 

to apply. This includes health services, police services and schools. Research institutions such as 

universities may also wish to be included. A data partnership should be led by an agency with 

expertise in use of data. It should contain at least two local authority and at least one other agency. 

Private sector organisations cannot be part of partnerships but could be commissioned to do work 

by the partnership. A total of £7.9 million is available over financial years 2021-22 and 2022-23. 

Each bid can be for a minimum of £100,000 and a maximum of £1 million. Applications must be 

submitted by the deadline of 30 April 2021 (11pm). 

For further information click here 

 

3.2 Funding of up to £5,000 Available to Tackle Problems within Families 

Registered charities that work to tackle family problems or problems facing one or more of its 

members can apply for grants of between £1,000 and £5,000. The funding is being made available 

through the Kelly Family Charitable Trust which actively encourages applications from relatively 

new organisations to help them become established. The trust prefers to support charities whose 

income is below £500,000. However, larger charities with pioneering pilot projects will be 

considered. The next closing date for applications is the 1st September 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

3.3 Funding to Support Disadvantaged Young People and Offenders 

Small registered charities can apply for grants of up to £15,000 for projects working with young 

offenders; prisoners and ex-prisoners as well as young disadvantaged people at risk of criminal 

involvement. To be eligible for funding, local organisations such as those working in a village, 

estate or small town should normally have an income of less than £100,000. Those working across 

the UK or in larger areas should normally have an income of not more than £250,000. Grants are 

usually given for one year. The funding is being made available through the Weavers' Company, a 

textile-related, charitable and sociable organisation and the next closing date for applications is the 

30th April 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

3.4 Grants to Help Disadvantaged People Overcome Complex Social Issues 

£9.5 million in funding is available to charities in England and Wales helping disadvantaged people 

overcome complex social issues. The Lloyds Bank Foundation are making two-year unrestricted 

grants of £50,000 available to 190 small, local charities with a yearly income of £25,000 to £1 

million, to tackle complex social issues such as homelessness, trafficking, and domestic abuse. The 

Fund will remain open for the rest of 2021, and applications can be made at any time. 

For further information click here 

 

3.5 Grants to Support Work which Improves Financial Wellbeing 

Charities, voluntary organisations, think tanks, campaigning groups, research bodies and 

universities can apply for grants of between £10,000 and £200,000 for strategic work which 

improves financial wellbeing, especially for those on low-to-middle incomes. The Standard Life 

Foundation’s grant programme invites proposals from organisations across the UK seeking funding 

for policy work, campaigning and research focused on three areas that influence financial 

wellbeing: income; spending; and assets. The next deadline for applications is 1pm on the 3rd June 

2021. 

For further information click here 

 
3.6 Funding to Enable Disadvantaged Young People Reach their Potential 

Registered charities that work with disadvantaged children under the age of 25 can apply for 

funding of up to £10,000. Of particular interest are projects that provide opportunities for 

disadvantaged children and young people to fulfil their potential and educational activities that 

develop learning, motivation, and skills. The funding is being made available through the 

Ironmongers Company's grants programme. The next closing date for applications is the 31st July 

2021. 

For further information click here 

 
3.7 Funding for Activities to Improve the Lives of the Elderly 

Charities, small grassroots organisations, and other not-for-profit groups can apply for funding of up 

to £1,500 towards activities designed to improve the lives of the elderly across the UK. This can 

include events, activities or pastimes that prevent social isolation and loneliness amongst adults 

over the age of 55 years. The funding is being made available through the Home Instead Bring Joy 

Foundation and applications can be made at any time. 

For further information click here 

 
3.8 Grants of up to £5,000 Available for Projects that Help the Homeless 

Homeless charities can apply for capital grants of up to £5,000 for projects that aim to help 

homeless people return to the community and enabling them to resume a normal life.  Typically, 

such organisations may operate small or medium-sized residential or training facilities to assist 

homeless people. To be eligible to apply, the charity must have an annual turnover of under 

£1million and with ‘unrestricted reserves’ of under six months. The closing date for applications is 

the 15th June 2021. 

For further information click here 

 
3.9 Funding to Support Disabled & Disadvantaged Children 

Grants of up to £5,000 are available to registered charities to fund equipment and services to 

support disabled and disadvantaged children under the age of 13 across the UK. The Toy Trust 

fund helps disadvantaged children and their families to alleviate suffering; support children through 

awful experiences; encourage achievement through adversity; purchase vital equipment; provide 

care; bolster existing initiatives; initiate brand new projects; and satisfy basic needs. Groups that 

have carried out some form of effective fundraising by themselves are particularly encouraged to 

apply. The next deadline to apply is the 30th June 2021. 

For further information click here 

 
3.10 Lloyd Bank Foundation Opens for Applications with £9.5m in Funding for 2021 

The Lloyds Bank Foundation for England and Wales anticipates supporting around 190 charities 

this year through its £9.5 million funding programme. Charities with an income of between £25,000 

and £1 million that are tackling complex social issues such as mental health, homelessness, 

trafficking and domestic abuse, addiction and dependency can apply. Applicants will need to have a 

proven track record of helping people achieve positive change in their local communities. There are 

no deadlines. Applications can be made at any time from now until the end of 2021. 

For further information click here 

 
3.11 Funding for Projects that Support Disadvantaged and Disengaged Young People 

Registered charities in England and Wales can apply for funding for projects that help 

disadvantaged and disengaged young people in England and Wales. Priority is given to projects 

designed to help disadvantaged and disengaged young people in the age range of 16 to 30, to 

pursue pathways to Education, Training and Employment with the ultimate aim of helping them to 

become financially independent. There is no minimum or maximum amount and projects can be 

funded for more than one year. The next closing date for applications to the Peter Cruddas 

Foundation is the 1st September 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

4. Arts, Culture, Heritage and Tourism 
4.1 Capital Grants for Theatre Improvements 

Theatre Operators can apply for grants of up to £20,000 to improve the environmental sustainability 

of their theatres. The Theatre Improvement Scheme can support a range of projects that consider 

different ways theatre buildings can reduce their environmental impact. The funding is being made 

available through the Theatres Trust in partnership with the Wolfson Foundation and the closing 

date for applications is 12 noon on the 6th September 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

5. Technology, Transport, Recycling, Environment, Energy and Industry 
5.1 Government Announces Changes to Plug-in Vehicle Grants 

The Government’s Plug-in Vehicle Grant (PIVG) scheme for electric cars, vans and trucks has been 

updated to target less expensive models and reflect a greater range of available affordable 

vehicles. From 18 March 2021, grants of up to £2,500 will be provided for electric vehicles on cars 

priced under £35,000. Grants will no longer be available for higher-priced vehicles. The 

Government asserts that purchasers of such vehicles are typically drivers who can afford to switch 

without taxpayer subsidy. Applications remain open year-round. 

For further information click here 

 

5.2 Government Launches £250 Million Scheme to Tackle Slow Broadband Speeds in Rural 

Areas 

Households and businesses in rural areas can apply for funding to help with poor broadband 

speeds as part of a new £250 million Government initiative. The Government will provide vouchers 

worth up to £1,500 for homes and £3,500 for businesses to support the cost of installing new 

gigabit-capable connections where existing broadband speeds are less than 100Mbps. Applications 

can only be made when two or more residents or eligible small or medium size enterprises get 

together to combine their vouchers towards the shared cost of installation. From 8th April applicants 

will be able to check whether their premises are eligible for a UK Gigabit Voucher, find a list of 

registered suppliers, and see those who are active in their area. 

For further information click here 

 

5.3 Funding to Install Low Carbon Heating Solutions In Public Sector Estates 

Phase 2 of the UK Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme has been announced to 

support public sector organisations in tackling heat decarbonisation of their estates. £75 million in 

funding will be available to support projects which install low carbon heating solutions at sites using 

a fossil-fuelled heating system which is coming to the end of its useful life. The scheme, which is 

being delivered by Salix, will open to applications on the 7th April 2021 and will close when 

sufficient high-quality applicants have been submitted. 

For further information click here 

 

6. Rural, Agricultural Horticultural, Animal Welfare and Fisheries 
6.1 Farmers Invited to Participate in Sustainable Farming Incentive Pilot 

The Sustainable Farming Incentive is a new scheme rewarding environmental land management. 

Due to go live from mid-2022, it will give farmers an opportunity to secure a complementary income 

stream to their farm business by undertaking sustainable actions that benefit the wider 

environment. Farmers do not need previous experience in agri-environment schemes to join. The 

scheme will initially be available to Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) recipients and will be extended 

and expand over time. Expressions of interest (EoIs) for the pilot are now being invited. The 

deadline for submitting an EoI is 11 April 2021 (23:59 BST). 

For further information click here 

 

6.2 Funding for Rural Community and Education Projects 

Charities working in rural areas to support the education of young people or relief of poverty can 

apply for grants of up to £50,000. The funding is available for mainly larger projects that would have 

a significant impact upon rural economies. The funding is being made available through the NFU 

Mutual Charitable Trust. The closing date for applications in this funding round is the 29th May 

2021. 

For further information click here 

 
6.3 New Tree Fund for Local Communities 

The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs has announced a new funding initiative to 

increase tree planting and natural regeneration in local communities. The £2.7 million Local 

Authority Treescapes fund is aimed at establishing more trees in riverbanks, hedgerows, parklands, 

urban areas, beside roads and footpaths, in copses and shelterbelts, including neglected, disused 

and vacant community spaces. Grants of between £50,000 and £300,000 will be available for local 

authorities across England, working together with community groups, volunteers, and non-

governmental organisations to target landscapes that have been neglected in the past, ecologically 

damaged or affected by tree diseases. Bids will be accepted from early April 2021 and successful 

applicants will be informed by the end of July 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

7. Sport and Leisure 
7.1 Rowing Foundation Grants Programme 

Grants of between £500 and £3,000 are available to organisations, schools and clubs involved in 

Rowing to help purchase equipment, such as boats, sculls, ergos, oars and essential safety 

equipment. The funding is being made available through the Rowing Foundation and preference is 

given for activities focused on the young or disabled. Grants can cover up to 50% of costs. The next 

deadline to apply to the Rowing Foundation is the 24th May 2021. 

For further information click here 

 
7.2 Grants to Support Canoeing and Inland Waterway Conservation 

Not-for-profit organisations, charities, clubs, and other interest groups based in the UK, the Isle of 

Man or the Channel Islands can apply for a grant to help them to increase participation in canoeing. 

Grants ranging from £500 to £10,000 can be used to clean up, improve, promote or develop 

launching points and waterside locations; providing better accessibility or facilities at waterside 

locations; and improving the quality of the waterways and oceans through support. The funding is 

being made available through the Canoe Foundation and the closing date for applications is the 

31st August 2021 

For further information click here 

 
7.3 Funding to Support the Reopening & Recovery of Community-Run Leisure Centres 

Sport England has launched a new £5 million fund to help with the reopening and recovery of 

community-run leisure centres when lockdown ends. Grants of up to £50,000 will be available 

through the Community Leisure Recovery Fund to support leisure centres who provide a general 

leisure offer such as swimming, sports hall, fitness, and health and wellbeing facilities. Funding will 

support the difference between income and expenditure during April to September 2021 and will 

include a bespoke support package. Applications can be submitted between the 6th April 2021 and 

the 29th April 2021. 

For further information click here 

 

8. Housing, Construction, Building 
8.1 Northumberland County Council’s Community Housing Fund.  

Community groups based in Northumberland can apply for funding to deliver affordable homes that 

meet local housing need. The homes can either be new build or existing properties that have been 

refurbished. Grants cover 3 stages.   

 

• Stage 1 provides funding for community group development, community consultation and to 

understand local housing need.    

• Stage 2 enables groups to understand whether a potential scheme is feasible and viable. 

Eligible activities include business planning, scheme design, financial modelling and 

preparation of a planning application.  

• Stage 3 funding contributes to the cost of purchasing and developing a site or building.  

 

For further information click here 

 

8.2 Funding for Large Scale Built and Natural Environment Projects 

Grants of between £250,000 and £750,000 are currently available for large scale Built Environment 

or Natural Environment projects. The funding is being made available through the Biffa Award 

Partnership Grants scheme and preference will be given to projects in which Biffa Award is the 

majority funder; which work in partnership with other organisations; and which engage with people 

through improving their knowledge of the asset. To be eligible for funding each project site must be 

within 15 miles of a significant Biffa operation or active Biffa landfill site. The closing date for 

submitting an online Expressions of Interest is the 1st June 2021. 

For further information click here 

  
8.3 £30 Million Investment to Provide Changing Places Toilets 

£30 million worth of funding is being made available by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & 

Local Government to increase the number of Changing Places toilets across England. Funding will 

be distributed through Local Authorities who can bid for a proportion of the funding so they can 

install facilities in their communities and increase the number of Changing Place toilets in existing 

buildings. The aim of the programme is to ensure more disabled people can take part in everyday 

activities that have the greatest impact on their quality of life. District and unitary authorities will 

receive full details of how they can access this funding in due course. 

For further information click here 

 

Looking for funding? 
Northumberland County 4 Community is a user-friendly and professional community funding 

database for Northumberland which has already helped secure millions of pounds worth of support 

to the area. 

  

It is an online funding database and a step-by step process which enables you to identify and select 

funding schemes and awards that are appropriate to your project, and: 

  

• a convenient one-stop-shop of funding information. 

• an information source with thousands of funding schemes including grants, loans and 

awards from local, regional, and national UK government, European funding, charitable 

trusts, and corporate sponsors. 

• content ranging from modest community funds at one end of the spectrum to major, 

multilevel European initiatives at the other. 

  

To access Northumberland County 4 Community, you must register some basic details. 

Northumberland County Council funds this service, and partners and community users can access 

this free of charge. Registration will give you immediate, free, and unrestricted access to the 

comprehensive database of funding opportunities and business advice services. You can browse or 

search for funding, generate reports, access news items in full and set up alerts to receive updates 

regarding suitable funding opportunities. 

  

To register as a user - click here 

Funding e-bulletin 

 Produced by the Regeneration Programmes and External Funding Team   

www.northumberland.gov.uk 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here and enter unsubscribe in the subject. 

If you have any questions or wish to contribute a funding opportunity please contact us. 

The Funding e-bulletin is designed to be viewed as an email or an electronic device and therefore 

is not formatted for printing. 

 

1. Simply browse the overview to each fund 

2. If anything catches your interest? Simply click on the click here link at the end of the 

paragraph or the active hyperlink and this will take you directly to the funders website 

3. You can then view and print any information from there 

 

NCC cannot be held responsible or liable for any information or broken webpages and links 

provided by third parties. 
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