
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 

EASINGTON AND BELFORD PARISH COUNCILS 
 

 
Terms of Reference 
 
'To consider the electoral arrangements of Easington Parish with a view to its 
abolition and the transfer of its area into Belford Parish. 
 
To consider the abolition of the Belford Parish’s ward system and a reduction in its 
number of members from 12 to 9.' 
 
Community Governance Reviews 
 
Principal Councils, like Northumberland County Council, have powers to conduct 
community governance reviews about such matters as the creation of parish 
councils and their electoral arrangements.  This includes looking at the existing 
electoral arrangements. 
 
An essential feature of community governance reviews is consulting with local 
electors and other stakeholders in the area subject to review. 
 
Background 
 
Belford Parish Council has requested that the current area of Easington Parish be 
transferred into its area.  There has been no Parish Council in Easington for some 
years and recent efforts to generate interest have proved to be unsuccessful.  It is 
considered important that the residents of Easington Parish should have some form 
of representation at Parish level.   A map is attached showing both Parishes. 
 
In addition, Belford Parish Council has requested that its electoral arrangements be 
reviewed as follows:- 
 

● Abolition of its three wards; Belford, Middleton and Warenton.  Many Parish 
Councils have abolished their wards as it is the view that a Parish Councillor 
represents the whole Parish and not just their ward.  It will also lead to lower 
election administrative costs. 

● A reduction in the number of Councillors from 12 to 9.  This is proposed as 
there have been a number of vacancies at recent elections. 

 
It should be noted that if the abolition of Easington Parish and its area’s merger into 
Belford Parish is agreed then it will result in an increase in Council Tax payable by 
Easington Parish residents.  On 2019-20 figures, a Band D property in Easington is 
£1,830.03 and in Belford £1,850.98. 
 
Belford Parish Council has, therefore, asked Northumberland County Council to 
carry out a community governance review.  If approved, the recommendations of the 
review will lead to the abolition of Easington Parish and the transfer of its area into 



Belford Parish, the abolition of Belford’s ward system and a reduction in the number 
of councillors. 
 
If an Order is made, the changes will come into force for the next ordinary elections 
of the Parish Council in May 2021. 
 
Timetable 
 
24 October 2019 Issue press release and publish notices 

within the Parish 
 
21 November 2019 Deadline for any comments/objections 
 
January 2020 Report to Council informing it of the 

outcome of the review 
 
July 2020 Making of the relevant order, subject to the 

Council's decision 
 
 

Contact 
 
Comments to be submitted in writing by 21 November 2019 to  
 
Lesley Bennett, Senior Democratic Services Officer, Democratic Services, 
Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF 
 
E-mail: cgreviews@Northumberland.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

 


