
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 

CORBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Terms of Reference 
 
'To consider the electoral arrangements of Corbridge Parish Council with a view to 
removing its sub division into wards.' 
 
Community Governance Reviews 
 
Principal Councils, like Northumberland County Council, have powers to conduct 
community governance reviews about such matters as the creation of parish council 
and their electoral arrangements.  This includes looking at the existing electoral 
arrangements. 
 
An essential feature of community governance reviews is consulting with local 
electors and other stakeholders in the area subject to review. 
 
Background 
 
The Parish of Corbridge currently comprises two wards, the Corbridge Ward and the 
Dilston Ward.  The current electorates are 2,638 and 384 respectively.  The Parish 
has a total of eleven Parish Councillors with nine representing the Corbridge Ward, 
and two representing the Dilston Ward. 
 
The Parish Council is concerned that, at a Parish Council election, residents living in 
the Dilston Ward were unable to vote as the vacancy applied only to the Corbridge 
Ward.  Ideally, Parish Councillors representing the Dilston Ward would also be 
resident in that ward, however, this is rarely the case.  It has been very difficult to 
find anyone resident in that ward to stand for election.  If the wards were removed 
then all eleven Parish Councillors would represent the whole of Corbridge Parish. 
 
The Parish Council has, therefore, asked Northumberland County Council to carry 
out a community governance review.  If approved, the recommendations of the 
review will lead to the removal of the two Wards. 
 
If an Order is made, the changes will come into force for the next ordinary elections 
of the Parish Council in May 2021. 
 
Timetable 
 
8 September 2017 Issue press release and publish notices 

within the Parish 
 
9 October 2017 Deadline for any comments/objections 
 
3 January 2018 Report to Council informing it of the 

outcome of the review 



 
February 2018 Making of the relevant order, subject to the  

Council's decision 
 

Contact 

Comments to be submitted in writing by 9 October 2017 to  
 
Lesley Bennett, Senior Democratic Services Officer, Democratic Services, 
Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF 
 
E-mail: Lesley.Bennett@northumberland.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

 


