
Design and access statements 

In June 2013, the regulations relating to design and access statements were 
amended.   

A design and access statement will be required for the following applications: 

 planning permission for major developments 

 planning permission for developments in a conservation area or world 
heritage site consisting of the provision of a building(s) where the floor space 
created is 100sq metres or more 

 applications for listed building consent 

Information on design and access statements is also available on the planning 
portal. 

What does the statement need to cover? 

1.  The design principles and concepts that have been applied to the 
development, for example: 

 relating to the amount, layout, scale, landscaping and appearance of the 
development 

 how the design of the development takes into account its context 

 the use – what buildings and spaces will be used for 

 scale – how big the buildings and spaces will be in terms of the height, width 
and length 

 landscaping – treatment of private and public spaces 

 

2.  How issues relating to access to the development have been dealt with, for 
example: 

 the policy adopted relating to access and how relevant development plan 
policies have been taken into account 

 whether any consultation has been undertaken 

 how any issues which might affect access have been addressed 

 how prospective users will be able to gain access to the development from the 
existing transport network 

  reasons for choosing the main points of access to the site and the layout of 
internal routes, 

 how features which ensure access will be maintained 

 

 

 



For all applications for listed building consent, the statement needs to explain: 

 the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the scale, layout 
and appearance of the works 

 how the design principles and concepts, and the adopted policy relating to 
access, take account of the special architectural or historic importance of the 
building 

 any important physical features of the building, and the building’s setting.  

 

Applications which need to be accompanied by a design and access statement 
but are submitted without one will not be validated until the statement has 
been received.   

Four copies of the statement are required. 


