
 

1 

Charter Supporting Document4 - Purchasing 2014-15 

Northumberland Town and  
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Purchasing 

 

Purchasing 

1. Northumberland County Council 

Commercial and procurement policies 

By ensuring NCC procurement is carried out in the most sustainable way, we can 
ensure we are providing the best possible value for money.  NCC’s policy on 
Sustainable Procurement is available at 
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=319  
 
The NCC Commercial Strategy1 recognises that by ‘working with others’, ‘buying with 
others’ and ‘doing it for others’ efficiencies can be made through reducing duplication 
and reducing costs. 
 
WARP-it 

WARP-it is an easy to use online portal which allows NCC to redistribute (give, loan 
or share) resources legally and conveniently within NCC, T&PCs and other 
organisations.  The portal ensures NCC acts in a sustainable manner; encourages 
growth and development within T&PCs; and ensures NCC makes efficient use of 
resources.   

The WARP-it mission is:   

“to provide a network where organisations keep their equipment, assets and 
"stuff" circulating to reduce spend, waste and supply chain environmental 
impacts.  We want public sector, business and charity to collaborate to reduce 
resource use, encourage efficiency and sustainability” 

 
The aim of the portal is to; 

 Avoid of waste disposal (impact on costs and landfill) 

 Avoid costs of purchasing new resources which could be free 

 Reduce carbon emissions generally associated with purchasing  

 Ensure the management of recycling and refurbishment of 
equipment/resources across the authority  

 Ensure social benefits for local Third Sector organisations joining the portal at 
no cost  

 Ensure best value for money and efficiency savings 

                                                           
1
 http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/idoc.ashx?docid=4159e58f-c75f-4750-8b48-150f7399bad0&version=-1  

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=319
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/idoc.ashx?docid=4159e58f-c75f-4750-8b48-150f7399bad0&version=-1
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To register on the WARPit visit www.warp-it.co.uk/register 

For further information contact:  

Julie.Parkinson@northumberland.gov.uk Tel: 01670 622355 

Josh.Brown@northumberland.gov.uk   Tel: 01670 622353 
 
 
 

2. Town and Parish Councils 

Individually 

Tendering – obtaining tenders for goods and services ensures that T&PCs have 
considered a range of suppliers when carrying out their business. xxxxx 

 
Sustainable procurement - By considering the Environmental, Social and Economic 
impacts when procuring T&PCs can help ensure their needs are met whilst benefits 
are maximised. 
 
 
Collectively  

It is recognised that many local Councils operate with a small precept; it is therefore 
possible that T&PCs could collectively purchase services and equipment.  
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