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Purpose of Report 

This report sets out the background to the proposals to implement new traffic 
restrictions and traffic calming measures associated with the Energising Blyth 
highway improvement works in the town centre. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the proposed new traffic calming features and 
restrictions are implemented in order to accommodate the regeneration works 
associated with the project. 

Link to Corporate Plan 

This report is relevant to the following key themes in the Corporate Plan for 
2023-26: 

• ‘Tackling Inequalities’ - Creating places where there is equity in access 
to an environment that encourages physical activity and active travel; 

• ‘Driving Economic Growth’ - Introduce measures which make 
sustainable travel a more attractive, greener, and easy alternative to 
getting around including cycling and walking. 

Key Issues  

1. Highway improvement works are to be carried out in the Bridge Street 
vicinity in association with the Energising Blyth project, promoting active 
travel such as walking and cycling in the process. 
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2. Parking and movement restrictions, along with a variety of traffic calming 
measures, are proposed as part of the works in order to improve road 
safety and the free flow of traffic as part of this new landscape. 

3. The project is endorsed by the local County Councillors for Blyth and 
Blyth Town Council. 

4. The scheme is to be funded through the Energising Blyth programme. 
 

Background 

Northumberland County Council has received funding as part of the Energising 
Blyth project to implement walking and cycling improvements in Blyth town 
centre. Works to the area include new cycleways and pedestrian crossing 
facilities, along with proposed traffic calming measures in the form of raised 
tables and new restrictions involving 20mph speed limits, waiting and loading 
restrictions, one-way and no entry systems. 

Bridge Street is located eastwards of Blyth’s town centre and is the route that 
links with the Quayside. New infrastructure including street lighting, paving, 
furniture and greenery on Bridge Street aims to provide a welcoming gateway 
into the town centre similar to recent improvements made as part of the 
Energising Blyth project. 

Proposals 

For highway improvement features to the section of Bridge Street between 
Blyth Market Place and the four-arm roundabout junction with Quay Road to be 
effective, both static and movement traffic restrictions are required to operate 
alongside traffic calming features which enhance the area’s amenity, whilst 
providing a safe environment for all road users visiting the area. 

Parking Restrictions 

The current parking restrictions can often create congestion due to the 
placement of taxi ranks, bus stops and parking bays and forces motorists to 
manoeuvre onto both sides of the carriageway when in use by parked vehicles. 
‘No Waiting at Any Time’ restrictions in the form of double yellow lines are 
proposed throughout the majority of Bridge Street to ensure that the 
carriageway is kept clear for the free flow of traffic, pedestrians or cyclists have 
clear visibility when navigating through designated crossing points and that the 
marked parking bays provided as part of the scheme are made use of. 

Double yellow lines are intended to continue beyond the adjoining roads with 
Bridge Street so that obstructive and indiscriminate parking is prohibited at key 
junctions which also act as crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists. They 
are also proposed at the road end points of Stanley Street and the back lane 
road between Stanley Street and Beaconsfield Street where the footway is to 
be extended, thereby acting as a turning area and preventing vehicles from 
encroaching onto the new shared use space. 

At Percy Street, the same restrictions are proposed to extend southwards from 
its junction with Bridge Street to complement a proposed new mandatory cycle 
lane, which would prohibit vehicles from parking on the kerbside where an 
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unbroken white line and cycle markings are present so cyclists do not encounter 
vehicles obstructing their route. 

Where sections of road have been considered unsafe to permit loading or 
unloading, or for valid Blue Badge holders to park on, a ‘No Loading at Any 
Time’ ban in the form of double kerb blips is proposed on Union Street and 
Havelock Street at its junction with Bondicar Terrace. In turn, a loading only bay 
is to be provided on Havelock Street and operational Monday-Saturday 
between the hours of 8am-6pm so loading or unloading can still be carried out 
for businesses situated here. Vehicles are also permitted to stop on double 
yellow lines without kerb blips present for the purposes of loading/unloading. 

‘No stopping except taxis’ restrictions denoted via signage as a taxi rank are 
proposed in a new formalised lay-by on Bridge Street which improves the free 
flow of traffic, as opposed to the current arrangements outside Frameworks 
where the ranks lie directly on the carriageway. The taxi rank will also be located 
further westwards into the town centre, where footfall is likely to be considerably 
higher once works to the Market Place are complete. 

Limited waiting parking places are proposed in lay-bys again to maintain the 
free flow of traffic, with the restrictions in the form of: 

• A disabled bay on Bridge Street for Blue Badge holders only, applying 
all days from 9am – 6pm for a maximum stay of 3 hours and no return 
within 4 hours; 

• Limited waiting parking bays on Bridge Street and Percy Street, applying 
all days from 9am – 6pm for a maximum stay of 30 minutes and no return 
within 1 hour. 

It is intended to use these timings to mirror the existing parking facilities recently 
implemented on Bowes Street and remain consistent through the town centre, 
with the aim of improving vehicular turnover and footfall for local businesses in 
the process. Long-stay parking can still be utilised in the town centre’s off-street 
car parks when required. 

An overview of the proposed parking restrictions is presented in Figure 1 below. 
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Fig. 1: Proposed new parking restrictions at Bridge Street and its adjoining roads 

20 MPH Speed Limit 

A reduction in the speed limit to promote slower speeds by motorists is to be 
implemented across this section through a 20 MPH zone extending from the 
newly implemented 20 MPH routes in the town centre as part of the project, 
which will be indicated by roundels in the form of road surfacing and signage, 
the extents of which can be viewed in Figure 2. 

 
Fig. 2: Proposed 20 MPH area at Bridge Street and its adjoining roads 

One-Way, No Entry and Turning Restrictions 
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Further movement restrictions are also proposed as part of the works to 
improve road safety for all road users and those existing restrictions denoted 
by signage currently in place are to be formalised through the creation of a 
Traffic Regulation Order. One-way systems are proposed through Post Office 
Street (in a northern then southern direction towards the junction of Union 
Street and Bridge Street), through the back lane between Stanley Street and 
Percy Street (in a southern direction) and through Havelock Street (in a 
southern direction) however cyclists are exempt from the latter movement as 
part of the contra-flow cycle lane to be extended from Bondicar Terrace. 

‘Prohibition of Entry’ points will also be in place at Union Street, the back lane 
between Stanley Street and Percy Street and at Havelock Street (cyclists will 
again be exempt from the no entry restrictions into Havelock Street as part of 
the contra-flow route) to prohibit vehicles from entering into the area via the 
wrong direction. To ensure these measures are protected, left/right turning bans 
are also proposed as part of the one-way systems to be installed – every 
restriction will be denoted by existing and new, improved signage so that the 
traffic flows follow the layout highlighted on the plan in Figure 3. 

 
Fig. 3: Proposed movement restrictions at Bridge Street and its adjoining roads 

Raised Tables 

Road humps in the form of raised tables are proposed as part of the overall 
works to new pedestrian crossing points which encourage slower speeds on 
the approach to these facilities and indicate in advance to motorists that 
pedestrians and cyclists will be present. This feature will cover the pedestrian 
crossings to be situated at the Bridge Street junctions with Havelock Street, 
Union Street and further east where a parallel crossing on Bridge Street near 
the four-arm roundabout is also to be implemented. 



Delegated Decision 

At junction crossing points where it would be beneficial for cyclists to travel on 
a level surface and to safely pedal through the route continuously, the Bridge 
Street junction with Percy Street and the junction with the back lane road 
between Percy Street and Stanley Street will be raised with a marked priority 
for those cyclists. 

The estimated extents of the raised table surfaces throughout the scheme are 
illustrated in Figure 4 below. 

 
Fig. 4: Proposed road humps at Bridge Street and its adjoining roads 

Detailed designs of the above proposals can be found in Appendix A. They are 
intended to improve road safety, increase active travel, maintain the free flow 
of traffic where possible and to protect the amenity of the area overall. 
Northumbria Police, other emergency services, local businesses and relevant 
statutory consultees will be notified of these amendments as part of the process 
for making the permanent Orders.  
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Implications Arising out of the Report  
 

Policy Consistent with existing policies 

Finance and 
value for 
money 

Scheme will be financed by the Energising Blyth programme 

Legal Motorists will be required to comply with the required Traffic 
Regulation Orders 

Procurement None 

Human 
Resources 

None  

Property None 

Equalities 

(Impact 
Assessment 

attached) 

Yes ☐  No ☐   

N/A       ☐ 

N/A 

Risk 
Assessment 

The proposals are designed to improve road safety and 
accessibility for all road users accessing Blyth town centre 

Crime & 
Disorder 

Regulations in place to carry out enforcement 

Customer 
Consideration 

Consultation and drop-in events have been undertaken in the 
preliminary stage for overall wider scheme 

Carbon 
reduction 

Improved pedestrian and cycling facilities will encourage more 
sustainable transport use 

Wards Croft, Wensleydale 
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Background Papers: 
 
File reference – CE221004 

Appendix A –  

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-01_Rev- - Overall Scheme Layout 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-41_Rev- - Road Markings - Bridge St West 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-42_Rev- - Road Markings - Bridge St East 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-43_Rev- - Road Markings - Waterloo Rd East 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-44_Rev- - Traffic Signs - Bridge St West 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-45_Rev- - Traffic Signs - Bridge St East 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-46_Rev- - Traffic Signs - Waterloo Rd East 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-48_Rev- - Traffic Sign Schedule 1 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-49_Rev- - Traffic Sign Schedule 2 

• CE221004-01-B1328-10-50_Rev- - Road Marking Schedule 
 
 
Author 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Report Author William Binks, Programme Officer 
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DECISION TAKEN 
 

Title of Officer: 
 

Director of Environment & Transport 
 

 
Subject:  
 
 
 

 
Proposed new traffic restrictions and traffic calming 
measures – The Link (Bridge Street), Blyth 
 

Consultation:  Consultations with statutory consultees, affected 
businesses and members of the public undertaken by 
the Energising Blyth project team 
 

Decision Taken: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

To introduce new traffic restrictions and traffic calming 
measures in Bridge Street and its adjoining areas, 
Blyth 
 

 
 
Signature of Director 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Date 
21st December 2023 
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