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Purpose of Report

This report sets out the background to the proposed introduction of a 14'8"/5.6m Length
Restriction on Cow Road, Spittal.

Recommendations

It is recommended that 14'8"/5.6m Length Restriction be implemented as proposed.

Link to Corporate Plan

This report is relevant to the following key themes in the Corporate Plan for 2023-26:
‘Thriving Places and Culture — Neighbourhoods are safe, clean and well maintained.’
Key Issues

1. Network Rail has reported numerous instances of damage to their assets caused by
long vehicles trying to use the Cow Road rail crossing.

2. Due to the road layout and narrow crossing point, long vehicles cannot safely make
the turn onto the crossing. Leading to vehicles having to either reverse back along
the road or attempt to turn around at the crossing.

3. To alleviate these issues, it is proposed to implement a 14'8"/5.6m Length

Restriction either side of the crossing point.

Councillor Hill is in support of the proposals.

The scheme will be funded by Network Rail.

SRS

Background



Cow road is a narrow section of carriageway for light traffic only, that links the A1167 to
Spittal. Because of the road layout/width and the proximity of a manned level crossing,
there are ‘Unsuitable for HGVs’ signs at the start of the road and prior to the last turning
point. Unfortunately, as these signs are only advisory, they are regularly ignored by
drivers.

The issue is predominantly on the southern approach to the crossing, which has limited
space beforehand to make the turn onto the narrow crossing point. Network Rail have
confirmed that vehicles longer than 14'8"/5.6m cannot make this turn. Vehicles longer than
this then must reverse approximately 200 yards to a side road, which poses a serious
safety concern. Or attempt to make the turn in the small area pictured below, which has
led to many instances of property damage.

Concerns have been raised by Network Rail regarding long vehicles causing damage to
their assets while trying to negotiate the crossing. To ease these issues, the county council
has proposed to implement a 14'8"/5.6m Length Restriction.

Photographs of the Cow Road crossing point.

Proposals



The proposed scheme will comprise of a large, advanced warning sign on the A1167
showing that there is a length restriction is in place % of a mile down Cow Road. It will also
show the alternative route for vehicles longer than 14'8"/5.6m to take.

There will be another smaller, advanced warning sign on Cow Road itself, sited at the last
safe place to turn. This will show a length restriction is in place ¥ mile ahead.

There will also be two prohibition signs indicating the start of the restriction, one placed
either side of the crossing point. Any vehicles longer than 14'8"/5.6m that travel beyond
these signs can be prosecuted.

The length restriction will only affect the rail crossing and will not restrict access to
properties on Cow Road.

The proposals were discussed with Network Rail and the Local Ward Member who have
confirmed they support the scheme.

Implications Arising out of the Report.

Policy Consistent with existing policies

Finance and Scheme will be financed by Network Rail
value for




money

Legal None

Procurement None

Human None

Resources

Property None

Equalities None

(Impact

Assessment

attached)

Risk The proposal is designed to improve road safety in the area.
Assessment

Crime & Regulations in place to carry out enforcement.

Disorder

Customer A length limit will protect Network Rail assets and lead to a safer

Consideration

environment for all road users.

Carbon
reduction

None

Wards

Berwick East




Appendix Index

File reference —

S:\Highways\PROJECT\22\RT Rechargeable Schemes\RT220016 Cow Road Network
Rail Length Restriction Spittal

Appendix A —

RT220016-00-U114-10-01 Location Plan, Site Plan, and Scheme Details
RT220016-00-U114-10-02 Sign Schedules & Post Found Details

Background Papers:

None

Author and Contact Details

Report Author Michael McMonagle, Programme Officer



DECISION TAKEN

Title of Officer: Director, Environment and Transport

Subject: Proposed 14'8"/5.6m Length Restriction on Cow Road,
Spittal

Consultation: Statutory consultees will be notified. The scheme has

been approved by Network Rail

Decision Taken: To introduce the 14'8"/5.6m Length Restriction on Cow
Road, Spittal

Signature of Director

AU

Date

28" December 2023
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