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Purpose of Report

This report sets out the background to the proposals to implement a new 40mph
speed limit on the B6545 Rotary Way in Ponteland.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the proposed new 40 MPH speed limit is implemented
in order to improve road safety in the area.

Link to Corporate Plan

Living - “We want you to feel safe, healthy and cared for”
Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live”

Key Issues

1. Through the Transforming Cities Fund a new cycle route is proposed
between Ponteland and Callerton as part of wider Active Travel
Initiatives.

2. A new cycle and pedestrian crossing facility is proposed in order to
improve road safety for these users, which requires the existing
derestricted speed limit to be reduced to a maximum of 40 MPH.

3. This scheme will be funded from a Transforming Cities Fund grant.

4. A Capital Strategy Group Report was agreed and signed off 11 October
2022 to accept the external funding.
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Background

The B6545 Rotary Way is a single carriageway located just south of Ponteland
linking High Callerton to Newcastle International Airport and is subject to the
national speed limit, with little traffic calming features present and is not
currently street-lit. There is very limited infrastructure available for cyclists and
pedestrians along this stretch of road.

A public bridleway exists on the intersection of the B6545 road which intersects
the road, travelling between West Road to Newcastle Airport Roundabout. This
can be observed in Figure 1 and demonstrates that no formal crossing
provisions are in place where the speed limit is currently derestricted.

Fig. 1: B6545 Rotary Way intersection with public bridleway

A new signalised controlled crossing is to be constructed at this location, which
will give bridleway users priority in crossing the road and support the new
cycleway’s facilities. In order to facilitate this and improve road safety for
pedestrians and cyclists, the speed limit on the B6545 will reduce to a maximum
speed limit of 40 MPH. Recorded collisions along this stretch of road in the last
5 years indicate that a formal crossing is justified given the serious collision
which occurred involving a pedestrian being struck by a vehicle when
attempting to cross the road.

Guidance issued in the Department for Transport (DfT) document Cycle
Infrastructure Design (Local Transport Note [LTN] 1/20) recommends in section
10.4 that signalised crossings are largely unsuitable where the road has a
National Speed Limit in place, but will suit most users if a 40 MPH restriction is
in operation, as illustrated by an extract in Figure 2.
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Table 10-2: Crossing design suitability
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Fig. 2: Table 10-2: Crossing design suitability. Taken from LTN 1/20. Source: DfT

Traffic calming features in the form of new 40 MPH signs and road markings
with red surface treatment will be implemented to advise motorists of this new
restriction and 50 metres of high friction buff coloured surfacing will be
introduced either side of the crossing to highlight the presence of the crossing.
New warning signs mounted on grey backing boards to inform road users of
cyclists and pedestrians, the T-junction and new traffic lights will also be
included as part of the scheme. The extents of the new 40 MPH speed limit in
association with the new pedestrian crossings are illustrated in Figure 3 below.
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Title: Key:
Proposed 40 MPH Speed Limit Proposed 40 MPH Speed Limit To
Northumberland Nehwcrk Managemant B6545 Rotary Way (Ponteland Replace Existing 60 MPH Speed Limit
County Council P to Airport Cycle Scheme)
Date: Scale:
Nov 2022 NTS

— Cycleway
Northumberland County Council

County Hall

Morpeth

Northumberiand NE81 2EF Tel: 0345 600 6400

Fig. 3: Proposed new 40 MPH speed limit and pedestrian crossing locations

Crossing

The A696 Ponteland Road already has a 40 MPH speed limit in place, which
will tie in with the proposed 40 MPH on Rotary Way. To enhance pedestrian
and cycle routes along the scheme, another signalised crossing will be added
to Ponteland Road, just south of the roundabout connecting it with the B6545
Rotary Way and another further south at Prestwick Road Ends.

Details of the proposals are shown on the plans at Appendix A. It is expected
that the speed limit reduction measures will promote slower traffic speeds at
this location where the presence of pedestrians and cyclists is more prominent
on a busy road linking Ponteland to Newcastle International Airport.

Ponteland Town Council have been notified of, and have acknowledged, the
intention to provide a new 40 MPH speed limit. Northumbria Police, other
emergency services and relevant statutory consultees will be notified of these
amendments as part of the process for making the permanent Orders.
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Implications Arising out of the Report

Policy Consistent with existing policies.

Finance and Scheme will be financed through the Transforming Cities Fund.

value for

money

Legal Motorists will be required to comply with the Traffic Regulation
Order.

Procurement None

Human None

Resources

Property None

Equalities N/A

(Impact

Assessment

attached)

Yes O No O

N/A O

Risk The proposals are designed to reduce the risks associated with
Assessment high speed levels.

Crime & Regulations in place to carry out enforcement.

Disorder

Customer A reduction in speed will lead to a safer environment for all road

Consideration

users.

Carbon Speed reduction assists with carbon reduction.
reduction
Wards Ponteland East and Stannington
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Background Papers:

File references — S:\Highways\PROJECT\20\HE Minor
Improvements\HE203447D-01 Ponteland to Airport Cycle Scheme

Appendix A — Scheme Layout

Report Author Aaron Dodds, Consultant Engineer
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Title of Officer:

Subject:

Consultation:

Decision Taken:

Signature of Director

f.

DECISION TAKEN

Service Director, Local Services

Proposed new 40 MPH speed limit at B6545 Rotary
Way, Ponteland.

Not required on the grounds of road safety, however
statutory consultees will be informed.

To introduce a new 40 MPH speed limit at B6545
Rotary Way, Ponteland.

Date
06.02.23
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5 ENSTNG FOAD LATOUT

FEFER 0 THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE PLAN STORED N

THE SME GFFKCE FOR FUETHER DETALS

ENVROHRERTAL PLAN SSLES

1, SPILL KIT PEOUIRED

REFER 10 THE EMVIRONMENTAL PLSH STORED IN THE STE
DFFICE FOR FURTHER DETALS

Srmnmen ter gemman: £5 it | ow |zl
Redon: B Roc|

u—-mmu-'r'_u-w_

Tty S
DETAILED DESIGN

T
MORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNEIL
COUNTY HALL, MORPETH
NORTHUMBERLAND, NEE1 2EF

= e

PONTELAND TO AIRPORT
CYCLE SCHEME

ey T

ROAD MARKINGS
SHEET 2 OF 6

=44l 1; 507

iy

Northumberland

County Council
Technical Services

Evanas =TT

ki Ghi

iR | Sen

Cruwlng Humber: 3
HE2034470—-01,/00/4696,/01/14 A

T HE2034470

e Path;
o1 Partivkn

Pt ©

—ott
4 ta Armort Cyste — Rood Wotkbge

Cde Cyedw ety — EC 2R Shard\HE23HTD—01_00_A0R0_10_13



Delegated Decision

Mote™
r—

LOCATION PLAN

— |

Prastwick
Whins
[

e into exisiing
atc!

Caniract
Drawing

Trearg S

A1

o

Northumber&and

County Counc

i o g - i

!

e S i

NOTES:

. EDAD MARKINGS

ML NEW NARKINGS TO BE N THERMOPLASITC SCREED
WITH APPLIED GLASS BEADS.

N2 POAD MARKINGS SHOULD BE N ACCORDANKE
WITH CLALSE 212 OF SHY, RETRO-REFLECTTATY
REQUREMENTS FROW THE DATE OF APPLICATION
OFf DATE OF TRAFFICKIG, WHCHEWER [S LATER,
D BHALL LAST FOR THE FLNCTIONAL LIFE OF
THE MARKING.

N3 MARKMGS TO HAVE A REQUIFENENT OF A
MINIHUM RETRO-REFLECTIMTY WALUE OF 200
MCD/WZ ALY,

14 THE MINMUM LAID THICKHESS IS 2.0mm FER
SCREEKD WARKINGS AND 1.5mm FOR SPRAY
APPLED MARKFKS. IM MO CRSE SHALL BNY
MATERIAL BE LAID MORE THAN Gmm THEW.

15 AREA 1O BE SYEPT CLEAN OF DETRITUS
HATERIAL PRIGR TO LAVING OF NEW ROAD
MARKRS.

2 SPECIAGATION FOR RED SURFACE

TREATMENT
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