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Cabinet Member: Glen Sanderson – Leader of Council
______________________________________________________________
Purpose of Report
To consider the introduction of Traffic Calming Measures on the A1147
through Stakeford and Bomarsund due to traffic safety concerns.
Recommendations
It is recommended that Traffic Calming Measures are introduced on the
A1147 through Stakeford and Bomarsund.
Link to Corporate Plan
Living - “We want you to feel safe, healthy and cared for”
Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live”
Learning - “We want you to achieve and realise your potential”
Key Issues
1. Potentially serious accident occurred in October 2018 when a car lost
control on the A1147 at the Lord Barrington Corner, causing significant
damage to the property.
2. Several other damage only incidents are reported to have occurred at
this location in recent years.
3. A previous local safety scheme has been carried out at the roundabout
in recent
4. A number of personal injury collisions have occurred on the A1147 in
Stakeford and Bomarsund in recent years.
5. Concerns have been raised by residents regarding excessive vehicle
speeds on the A1147 at Stakeford and Bomarsund.
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6. Drop in session was held on 12 th February 2020 which was well
attended by residents.
7. Regular meetings have taken place with NCC officers, Councillor
Foster and Choppington Parish Council who are in full support of the
scheme.
8. A comprehensive scheme has been designed to reduce traffic speeds
and improve road safety.
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Background
In October 2018 a potentially serious road traffic accident occurred when a
car, travelling north, likely to have been at excessive speed, failed to negotiate
the acute left hand bend adjacent to the Lord Barrington Public House. The
car lost control resulting in the adjacent residential property at No.19 Half
Moon Street being struck by the errant vehicle causing extensive damage.

Figure 1 - Aftermath of Accident
Following this incident, a meeting was arranged to discuss this issue and the
wider road safety concerns along the A1147 through Stakeford and
Bomarsund with representatives from Northumberland County Council as well
as Councillor Foster, Choppington Parish Council and the resident affected by
this incident.
Following the submission of a design brief to our Design Team, our
experienced road safety design engineers were tasked with investigating the
problems on this route and identifying potential solutions which as well as
providing protection to the affected property, would address speeding
concerns on the wider A1147. It should be noted that since this accident
further “damage only” accidents have occurred in the same area, as well as
further “personal injury collisions” on the wider A1147 in Stakeford and
Bomarsund.
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Figure 2 – Emergency services at an overturned car on the A1147 in
Bomarsund, Bedlington (June 2019)
A feasibility report was prepared and the findings discussed with Councillor
Foster and Choppington Parish Council. At this meeting, several potential
solutions were discounted due to these being a likely eyesore, as well as
being a possible contributory factor to anti-social behavior. It was agreed that
we would prepare detailed designs for all potential solutions which would be
available to view at a future drop in session with residents.
In the meantime, works were carried out by Textureblast in June 2019 at the
Lord Barrington corner in order to retexture the road with the aim or improving
skid resistance. we have completed some work on the bend in order to
retexture the road.
A number of further meetings were held with Councillor Foster and
Choppington Parish where amendments to proposals were frequently
requested. This together with Purdah requirements in advance of the
December 2019 General Election lead to some delays in arranging the drop in
session. Letters were sent to all affected residents on 3 rd February 2020,
inviting them to a drop in session. The letter informed residents that in
response to ongoing road safety concerns on the A1147, we had been
working closely with Councillor Foster and Choppington Parish Council on a
number of potential solutions which may assist in alleviating these concerns.
In the letter we stated that in our opinion, one of the primary matters to
address is the excessive speed which is reported to be a regular issue and a
possible contributory factor to th is and the majority of subsequent incidents.
The drop in session took place between 3pm and 6pm on Wednesday 12th
February 2020. The session was well attended and a number of residents put
forward many useful comments and suggestions.
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At the request of Councillor Foster and Choppington Parish Council, on 14th
May 2020 we wrote to residents who had been invited to the drop in session
to provide them with an update. We also wrote to nearby residents who hadn’t
been invited so they were made aware of the road safety improvements under
consideration.
Residents were advised that having considered the feedback received and
the ongoing road safety issues we were working on detailed designs which
will see a series of speed cushions introduced throughout the A1147 from a
suitable location north of Office Houses and south of Milburn Terrace. A
priority build out feature would also be incorporated to highlight the "en try
point" to these speed reducing features.
Alongside this residents were informed that we were also planning on
introducing bollards, on a built out kerbline, at the front of the existing
pedestrian guardrail, fronting Nos 19 & 18 Half Moon Street, at the Lord
Barrington Corner.
As part of the design for the bollards we needed to carry out a detailed survey
of services in the carriageway and footway. This required trial holes to be dug
which required traffic management such as traffic lights and the Castle
Morpeth Area Office enabled this work to go ahead safely under Covid-19
restrictions.
In the correspondence to residents we stated that the whole scheme would be
subject to independent road safety audits which would ensure that what we
are introducing does not have a detrimental impact on road safety.
Following this letter to residents, further meetings have taken place with
Councillor Foster and Choppington Parish Council where they have requested
that we look at extending the length of the speed cushions to a suitable
location near the start of the 30mph at Bomarsund, following representations
made by residents at the south end of the A1147. These requests were then
considered further in design development.
Following further site investigations, detailed design and pricing, it was agreed
that this additional work that was requested over the full length to the south
was not feasible due to excessive costs. However we will be providing red
count down road markings on the approach to the 30mph speed limit at
Bomarsund. Nevertheless, the length of speed cushions has been extended
as far as the existing A1147 Thornley Terrace fixed speed camera. Extending
the measures to this location also means that we didn’t need to provide a
priority build out to create an “entry point” to the speed cushions, this is due to
the fact that the existing speed camera and pedestrian refuge are classed as
speed reducing features. This is helpful as the introduction of a priority
chicane may in itself have introduced a potential safety hazard, should
queues develop at the chicane during periods of higher traffic flows (the
A1147 through Stakeford/Bomarsund carries approximately 9,500 vehicles
per day with AM and PM peak).
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The final draft scheme proposals were agreed with the Parish Council and
local County Councillor on 21st January 2021. The following measures will
therefore be introduced:• A total of 11 sets of 65mm high two / three abreast two piece, bolt
down rubber speed cushions at various locations on the A1147
between the Lord Barrington bend and the A1147 Thornley Terrace
fixed speed camera.
• The area of carriageway beneath, and around the speed cushions will
also be resurfaced, after it was identified that the A1147 within this
area is due to be resurfaced in the foreseeable future (this will remove
the need for the speed cushions to be lifted and re-laid during future
resurfacing works).
• 16 Glasdon Neopolitan 150 Guardsman type bollards, sited on a built
out kerbline, at the front of the existing pedestrian guardrail, fronting
Nos 19 & 18 Half Moon Street, at the Lord Barrington Corner.
• Resurfacing of the carriageway around the A1147 at Lord Barrington
corner with a high PSV value surfacing to improve skid resistance.
• Red “count down” road markings on the approach to the 30mph speed
limit on the A1147 at Bomarsund.
If approved it is anticipated that the civils work, which includes the installation
of the bollards on the built out kerbline, will we carried out week commencing
15th March 2021. Due to extensive traffic management requirements it is
anticipated that the resurfacing works will be carried out week commencing
10th May with the works to install the speed cushions beginning week
commencing 31st May.
It is anticipated that the traffic calming measures will not be favored by
everyone, however, we expect this scheme will provide a safer environment in
this area for all road users and residents along the A1147 in Stakeford and
Bomarsund.
A copy of the scheme drawings are attached to this report as Appendix A.

Consultation
Formal consultation has not taken place, however a “drop in session” was
held on 12th February 2020. After numerous meetings with Councillor Foster
and Choppington Parish Council the final scheme has been agreed taking into
account any feedback they had received directly from residents.

It is recommended that this scheme is introduced in order to improve road
safety in the area.

All relevant statutory consultees, including the emergency services and Arriva
Buses will be notified about this scheme as part of the legal process for
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Noticing of the Introduction Traffic Calming Measures and any feedback will
be considered prior to the implementation of works.
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Implications Arising out of the Report
Policy

None

Finance and
value for
money

Funded through LTP 2020/21 allocation for Local Safety
Schemes

Legal

Notice of the Introduction Traffic Calming Measures (ref:
NRH_004)

Procurement
Human
Resources

None

Property

None

Equalities

None

(Impact
Assessment
attached )

Yes ☐ No ☐
N/A
☐
Risk
Assessment
Crime
Disorder

The scheme has been designed to improve road safety and to
reduce vehicle speeds on the A1147 in Stakeford and
Bomarsund.
& Traffic safety concerns i.e. speeding traffic

Customer
Consideration

Scheme is anticipated to improve road safety for residents and
road users in the area

Carbon
reduction

Reduced speeds will contribute to carbon reduction

Wards

Stakeford
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Background papers:
S:\Highways\PROJECT\19\HF Local Safety Schemes\HFD19502 A1147,
C403 Jcn (Barrington Corner) Stakeford
Appendix Index
Appendix A – Detailed scheme plans
Appendix B – Feasibility report

Author and Contact Details
___________________________________________________________________

Report Author

Neil Snowdon – Principal Programme Officer
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DECISION TAKEN
Title of Officer:

Service Director, Local Services

Subject:

Proposed Traffic Calming Measures – A1167
Stakeford and Bomarsund

Consultation:

No formal consultation, however “drop in session”
was held on 12th February 2020. Regular meetings
have taken place with Councillor Foster and
Choppington Parish Council which have taken into
account any feedback they had received direct from
residents.

Decision Taken:

To introduce the Traffic Calming Measures as
proposed

Signature of Director

Date
9th March 2021
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Appendix A – Detailed Design Plans (see email PDFs)
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