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Purpose of Report
To consider the introduction of Traffic Calming Measures on the A196 North

Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road, Ashington due to traffic safety
concerns.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Traffic Calming Measures are introduced on the A196
North Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road, Ashington.

Link to Corporate Plan

Living - “We wantyou to feel safe, healthy and cared for”
Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live”

Learning - “We want you to achieve and realise your potential”

Key Issues

1. Seriousaccidentoccurred in September 2019 when a car travelling
south on North Seaton Road at excessive speed failed to slow down
for the existing roundabout. The car is reported to have collided with
the roundabout and street lighting column, causing the vehicle to “take
off” before landing in the frontgarden of an adjacent property.

2. Several other damage only incidents are reported to have occurred at
thislocation in recent years.

3. Previous High Risk Local Safety Scheme carried outin 2017/18.
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4. Residents have raised safety concerns for both pedestrians and
motorists caused by speeding traffic on North Seaton Road and
Newbiggin Road Ashington

5. The scheme is supported by ClIr Gallacher and the Ashington Town
Council.

Background

In September 2019 a serious road traffic accident occurred when acar
travelling south on North Seaton Road at excessive speed failed to slow down
for the existing roundabout. The car is reported to have collided with the
roundaboutand street lighting column, causing the vehicle to “take off” before
landing in the frontgarden of an adjacent property.

Figure 1 — Aftermath of Accident

Following this incident, a site meeting was arranged to discuss thisissue and
the widerroad safety concerns at North Seaton Road / Newbiggin Road with
Councillor Gallacher and the affected resident. It was agreed that an
appropriate scheme would be investigated with the aim of reducing vehicular
speeds in the area and creating a safer environmentfor all residents and road
users.

Consultation

In May 2020 residents were consulted on the measures under consideration.
In the letter they were informed that in response to the serious road traffic
collision which occurred in September 2019, officers had been working closely
with their local County Councillorto agree appropriate measures intended to
helpimprove road safety in the area. We stated in the letter that the main
issue is that of excessive speed which is aregular concern of residents and
most likely a contributory factor to thisincident, and the others which have
occurred since.
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Our experienced road safety design engineers proposed the following
measures in order to address thisissue:-

North Seaton Road - Narrowed carriageway lane widths through introduction
of ghostislandrightturn lanes and central hatching as well as raising the
existing puffin crossing onto atable.

Newbiggin Road - A "raised junction table" is proposed, mid way between
Newbiggin Road/Milburn Road mini-roundaboutand North Seaton
Road/Newbiggin Road Roundabout together with a pedestrian buildout
feature at the existing School Crossing Patrol site, this will assist the School
Crossing Patrol person being seen by approaching drivers, and improve
pedestrian safety particularly at school start and finish times. Unfortunately
the build outfeatures will resultin the loss of a small amount of on -street
parking provision. In addition, advisory interactive "20mph when lights flash"
signage will be introduced. These will be operational at school start and finish
times.

Approximately 140 consultation letters were sent out to residents and
business as well as statutory consultees, 29 responses were received with 25
in favourand 4 againstthe proposals.

A number of concerns, requested that additional traffic calming measures
were added on North Seaton Road, this has been investigated and one
additional set of 65mm high three abreast cushions have been included 88
metres north of the roundabout.

Concerns were raised about the impact the build outfeatures would have on
on-street parking provision on Newbiggin Road. These have now been
reduced in size to minimize impact. It should be noted that road safety is the
primary concern ratherthan providing parking outside properties. The build
out feature will significantly improve road safety at this school crossing patrol
site. In addition, as stated in the Highway Code, vehicles should notbe
parked within 10 metres, so should notbe parking here by law.

A copy of the initial scheme design and consultation letter is attached as
Appendix A.

A copy of the final scheme design is attached as Appendix B. The scheme is
supported by Councillor Gallacher and Ashington Town Council.
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Figure 2 — Existing layout of North Seaton Road, Ashington (southbound
approaching Newbiggin Road)

Figure 3 - A196 North Seaton Road/B1334 Newbiggin Road Juction,
Ashington
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Figure 4 - B1334 Newbiggin Road Ju nction, Ashington (in vicinity of School
Crossing Patrol Site where build outs are to be provided)

Google
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Implications Arising out of the Report

Policy

None

Finance and

Fundedthrough LTP 2020/21 allocation for Local Safety

value for Schemes

money

Legal Notice of the Introduction Traffic Calming Measures (ref:
NRH_003)

Procurement

Human None

Resources

Property None

Equalities None

(Impact

Assessment

attached)

Yes L1 No O

N/A O

Risk The scheme has been designed in order to minimise the road

Assessment safety concerns that are caused excessive speeds of motor
vehicles

Crime & | Traffic safety concernsi.e. speeding traffic

Disorder

Customer Scheme is anticipated to improve road safety for residents and

Consideration

road users in the area

Carbon Reduced speeds will contribute to carbon reduction
reduction
Wards Haydon
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Background papers:

S:\Highways\PROJECT\19\HF Local Safety Schemes\Countywide
Schemes\HFD19545 - North Seaton Road & Newbiggin Road, Ashington\

Appendix A — Consultation letter and initial scheme design
Appendix B — Final scheme design

Author and Contact Details

Report Author Neil Snowdon - Principal Programme Officer
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Title of Officer:

Subject:

Consultation:

Decision Taken:

Signature of Director

77 7

/

L

DECISION TAKEN

Service Director, Local Services

Proposed Traffic Calming Measures on the A196
North Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road,
Ashington

140 letters send to residents / businesses consulted
as well as statutory consultees.

29 responses received

25 in favour

4 against

The scheme is supported by Councillor Gallacher and
Ashington Town Council

To introduce Traffic Calming Measures

Date
3 March 2021
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Appendix A — Consultation letter and initial scheme design

Your ref:

oar ret:

Enguirigs to: Meid Snowdon

[Emaill: nighwaysprogramedSnorhumbaiand gow. uic
Tald 0545 ED0 S400

Dkate: 15th May 3030

Dear Resident
Raad Safety Concerne - 41568 Horth Sasfon Road 7 B1334 Hewblggin Road, Ashington

In response o the seriows road rafic collson whicdh oocourred in September 20018, afficas
hiarwe been working closely with your local County Coundillar - Brian Gallacher 0 sgree
possible sppropriale messures which are inlended fo belp improve road safely in the srea.
Cleady the main is=ue = thel of ewcessive speed which is & regular concern of residents and
mast lieely & contibutory fecior 1o this incident, and the athers which hawe occurned since-.

DOur eaperienced road safety design engineers have propased the following measares in arder
o adidress this o

Haorih Saaton Road
A rightt o lame and and central hatching s well a< resing the exisling pedesinan oossing
ania a Lable.

Heawblggin Road

A “raized ahle” is proposed logether wilh & buildowt Teabure a1 the exsting School Crossing
Fatal =ite, this will redwce the cariageway width which will improve pedesirian safety
particulady al school start and fimish times. Liofoeonsgedy ghe boild oul feature s will resolt in the
loss of a =nal amownl of on-street paking pravision. In addition, adwisomny imleractise = 20mph
when lights flash™ signage wil be intrioduced. These will be operational =1 school stard and
finish fme=s.

We are now in a position o conswull residents on these possible proposals and all feedback
recaived wil be carefully comnsidered. Comments are encowaged by el responses should
be zent o highwaysprogrammei@inoribumserand gov.uk marking the subject "Foad Safety
Concems - Morth Sealon Road { Mewbiggin Road™. For thoses who don't hawe acoess 0
emaiks, & freepost response fom is allached o facililale the consuliation proosss.

Regrettably, il is mol possible @ reply to irdividual comments, but you may wish to note that
waur comenents may be included ina Decision Repart o the Direclor af Local Serdees and
mary be available Tor publc inspectian.

The dasing date for any comments you may wish o make = Friday 12th June 20200

1'would ungs yau to taks the opportunity to commant on this mather a8 tha declslon
taken can only be bassd upon tha responsss that wa recalve.

Ammuming that the consultstion s voursble the wodes will be corried oul during this fnancial
year. Unforbunaiely, given the Covid 19 restriclions in place a1 present | am umnable 1o prosice
an antidpated =start date, howewer, we will make a dedsion in July and provide you with an
update in early Aupgust

In #e meantime:, we will conlimuoe o work with the police camying oul enforcement af the
=peed limit with the aim of reducing or sliminating inconsderate and insppropriaie driver

Behaviour in he area.

ours faithfulby

Highweay= Frogramme
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FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY s
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Ordnance Survey daigs
ight:and-dalabseHentans.

Title: SNy
NORTHUMBERIANG [ Network Management Newbiggin Road
Northumberland County Councll Information System Ashington
[—— R | Date: Scale:
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Appendix B — Final Scheme Design

Location Plan

trial

1. A196 North Seaton Road - Raised Puffin .';,

Grid Ref:
427,800, 586,391

2. A196 North Seaton Road - Three Abreast Speed Cushions

Grid Ref:

% 427,855, 586,274

St John's Church

3. B1334 Newbiggin Road - Raised Junction
Grid Ref:
427,995, 586,250

IFOR HOT 70 BE REPRODUCED | A oyt 2 b ront 2070; 06 JUDI30604. Opinance SUey daa © Crown comiht and
database right 2020. OS 100030994 Grebé Close
Northumserland |Network Management ™ TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES
Nortumburznd Couty comet - INformation System A196 NORTH SEATON ROAD AND NEWBIGGIN ROAD ASHINGTON)
el Date: Scale: Ref: (NRH_003)
£ MARCH 2021

1. A196 North Seaton Road - Raised Puffin

2. A196 North Seaton Road - Three Abreast Speed Cushions

3. B1334 Newbiggin Road - Raised Junction

Please see attached final scheme design plans
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