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Purpose of Report 

To consider the introduction of Traffic Calming Measures on the A196 North 

Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road, Ashington  due to traffic safety 

concerns. 

  

Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that Traffic Calming Measures are introduced on the A196 

North Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road, Ashington. 

 
Link to Corporate Plan 
Living - “We want you to feel safe, healthy and cared for” 

Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live” 
Learning - “We want you to achieve and realise your potential” 

 

Key Issues 
  

1. Serious accident occurred in September 2019 when a car travelling 

south on North Seaton Road at excessive speed failed to slow down 

for the existing roundabout. The car is reported to have collided with 

the roundabout and street lighting column , causing the vehicle to “take 

off” before landing in the front garden of an adjacent property. 

2. Several other damage only incidents are reported to have occurred at 

this location in recent years. 

3. Previous High Risk Local Safety Scheme carried out in 2017/18. 
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4. Residents have raised safety concerns for both pedestrians and 

motorists caused by speeding traffic on North Seaton Road and 

Newbiggin Road Ashington   

5. The scheme is supported by Cllr Gallacher and the Ashington Town 

Council. 

 

Background 

In September 2019 a serious road traffic accident occurred when  a car 
travelling south on North Seaton Road at excessive speed failed to slow down 

for the existing roundabout. The car is reported to have collided with the 
roundabout and street lighting column, causing the vehicle to “take off ” before 

landing in the front garden of an adjacent property. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Aftermath of Accident 

 
 

Following this incident, a site meeting was arranged to discuss this issue and 
the wider road safety concerns at North Seaton Road / Newbiggin Road with 
Councillor Gallacher and the affected resident. It was agreed that an 

appropriate scheme would be investigated with the aim of reducing vehicular 
speeds in the area and creating a safer environment for all residents and road 
users. 

 
Consultation 

 
In May 2020 residents were consulted on the measures under consideration. 
In the letter they were informed that in response to the serious road traffic 

collision which occurred in September 2019, officers had been working closely 
with their local County Councillor to agree appropriate measures intended to 

help improve road safety in the area.  We stated in the letter that the main 
issue is that of excessive speed which is a regular concern of residents and 
most likely a contributory factor to this incident, and the others which have 

occurred since.   
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Our experienced road safety design engineers proposed the following 

measures in order to address this issue:- 

 

North Seaton Road - Narrowed carriageway lane widths through introduction 

of ghost island right turn lanes and central hatching as well as raising the 

existing puffin crossing onto a table. 

 

Newbiggin Road - A "raised junction table" is proposed, mid way between 

Newbiggin Road/Milburn Road mini-roundabout and North Seaton 

Road/Newbiggin Road Roundabout together with a pedestrian buildout 

feature at the existing School Crossing Patrol site, this will assist the School 

Crossing Patrol person being seen by approaching drivers, and improve 

pedestrian safety particularly at school start and finish times. Unfortunately 

the build out features will result in the loss of a small amount of on -street 

parking provision. In addition, advisory interactive "20mph when lights flash" 

signage will be introduced. These will be operational at school start and finish 

times. 

 

Approximately 140 consultation letters were sent out to residents and 
business as well as statutory consultees, 29 responses were received with 25 
in favour and 4 against the proposals. 

 
A number of concerns, requested that additional traffic calming measures 

were added on North Seaton Road, this has been investigated and one 
additional set of 65mm high three abreast cushions have been included 88 
metres north of the roundabout. 

 
Concerns were raised about the impact the build out features would have on 

on-street parking provision on Newbiggin Road. These have now been 
reduced in size to minimize impact. It should be noted that road safety is the 
primary concern rather than providing parking outside properties. The build 

out feature will significantly improve road safety at this school crossing patrol 
site. In addition, as stated in the Highway Code, vehicles should not be 

parked within 10 metres, so should not be parking here by law. 
 
A copy of the initial scheme design and consultation letter is attached as 

Appendix A. 
 

A copy of the final scheme design is attached as Appendix B. The scheme is 
supported by Councillor Gallacher and Ashington Town Council. 
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Figure 2 – Existing layout of North Seaton Road, Ashington (southbound 

approaching Newbiggin Road) 

 
 

 
Figure 3 - A196 North Seaton Road/B1334 Newbiggin Road Junction, 

Ashington 
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Figure 4 - B1334 Newbiggin Road Junction, Ashington (in vicinity of School 

Crossing Patrol Site where build outs are to be provided) 
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Implications Arising out of the Report  
 

Policy None 

Finance and 
value for 
money 

Funded through LTP 2020/21 allocation for Local Safety 
Schemes 

Legal Notice of the Introduction Traffic Calming Measures (ref: 

NRH_003) 

Procurement  

Human 
Resources 

None 

Property None 

Equalities 

(Impact 
Assessment 

attached) 

Yes ☐  No ☐   

N/A       ☐ 

None 

Risk 

Assessment 

The scheme has been designed in order to minimise the road 

safety concerns that are caused excessive speeds of motor 
vehicles 

Crime & 

Disorder 

Traffic safety concerns i.e. speeding traffic 

Customer 
Consideration 

Scheme is anticipated to improve road safety for  residents and 
road users in the area 

Carbon 
reduction 

Reduced speeds will contribute to carbon reduction  

Wards Haydon 
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Background papers: 
 

S:\Highways\PROJECT\19\HF Local Safety Schemes\Countywide 
Schemes\HFD19545 - North Seaton Road & Newbiggin Road, Ashington\ 

 
Appendix A – Consultation letter and initial scheme design 

Appendix B – Final scheme design 

 

 
 
 

 
Author and Contact Details 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Report Author Neil Snowdon - Principal Programme Officer 
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DECISION TAKEN 
 

Title of Officer: 
 

Service Director, Local Services 
 

 
Subject:  
 

 
 

 
Proposed Traffic Calming Measures on the A196 

North Seaton Road and B1334 Newbiggin Road, 

Ashington 

 

Consultation: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

140 letters send to residents / businesses consulted 
as well as statutory consultees. 

29 responses received 
25 in favour 
4 against 

 
The scheme is supported by Councillor Gallacher and 

Ashington Town Council 
 
Decision Taken: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
To introduce Traffic Calming Measures 

 

 
 

Signature of Director 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Date 
3 March 2021 
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Appendix A – Consultation letter and initial scheme design 
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Appendix B – Final Scheme Design 
 

 
Location Plan 

 
 

1. A196 North Seaton Road - Raised Puffin 
 

2. A196 North Seaton Road - Three Abreast Speed Cushions 
 

3. B1334 Newbiggin Road - Raised Junction 

 
Please see attached final scheme design plans 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Delegated Decision 

 
 

 


