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Northumberland County Council

RECORD OF DECISION TAKEN BY
DIRECTOR OF LOCAL SERVICES AND HOUSING

Paul Jones

Proposal to make Permanent the current Experimental Traffic Regulation
Orders in the Westloch Road Area of Cramlington

16th November 2016

Purpose of Report

To consider the proposal to make permanent three Experimental Traffic
Regulation Orders currently operating in the Westloch Road area of
Cramlington. This includes a Resident Parking Zone (RPZ) in Westloch Road.
Prohibition of Driving on Walkerburn, Waverton Close and Whernside. Waiting
and loading restrictions at three junctions in the area.

Recommendations
It is recommended that the following restrictions are introduced:

I.  Resident Parking Zone Mon-Fri 8:30am-9:30am and 2:45pm-3:45pm
U9542 Westloch Road, Cramlington
Il.  Prohibition of Driving Except for Access to off street premises, U9542
Walkerburn, U9542 Waverton Close and U9542 Whernside Place,
Cramlington.
lll.  No Waiting and loading at any Time, U9542 Windburgh Drive at the
junctions of - Waverton Close, Westloch and Walkerburn, Cramlington.

Key Issues

1. Concerns were raised by residents of Westloch Road area of
Cramlington about indiscriminate parking caused by the morning and
afternoon school runs to Cragside Primary School.

2. The Scheme is funded and supported by Councillor Allan Hepple



Background

1.

o

Concerns had been identified to Councillor Hepple by residents on a
number of occasions with regard to obstruction of a junctions and
driveways and general congestion caused by the inconsiderate parking
of vehicles during the drop off and pick up times of pupils attending the
nearby school.

. A public meeting was held in December 2014 to discuss the problems

and suggest various solutions.

Draft proposals were prepared and presented at a second public
meeting held in March 2015.

Following the March public meeting amended plans were drawn up.
During May 2015, the residents were formally consulted on proposals
which consisted of time limited resident permit parking zones on six
streets adjacent to Cragside School. In addition, “No Waiting at any
Time” parking restrictions at their junctions with Windburgh Drive.
Following the results of the consultation held in May 2015 three
experimental orders were introduced in the area, Prohibition of Driving
(TROM_008) on Walkerburn, Waverton Close and Whernside,
Cramlington. - No Waiting at any time (TRO_011_30) on three
junctions adjoining Windburgh Drive, Cramlington. Residents Parking
Zone (RPZ) (TRO_012_12) on Westloch Road, Cramlington.

In October 2016 the residents were canvassed for their opinion of the
experimental orders which are due to end on the 30th November 2016.
Making an experimental order as a precursor to a permanent order can
have material benefits. As well as be a more cost effective and flexible
in approach (allowing e.g. for imnmediate feedback and minor changes)
than a permanent or temporary order. This approach has proved
beneficial on this occasion i.e. the RPZ times were changed to peak
times only, to allow a more flexible approach to the parking facilities on
the street.

Consultation

1.

From December 2014 to October 2016 the County Councillor and
officers of the County have been involved in an information gathering
and engagement exercise with the residents, school and interested
bodies, the feedback received help shape and amend the design to
satisfy the needs of the majority of residents, culminating in a
canvassing exercise.

. The residents were canvassed by letter on the 21st October 2016.

This involved the delivery of a questionnaire to 614 residential
properties. A plan showing the proposals is attached together with a
copy of the canvass letter (see Appendix A).

. The canvassing exercise ended on 4th November 2016 and responses

were received from 113 consultees,
The response form consisted of a section for comments and three main
questions:



© o

Q17 I Support the RPZ on Westloch Road = 79 in favour, 22 against and
a further 12 consultees who were neither for nor against the proposal
Q2 | am prepared to pay £15 per permit (Westloch Rd 16 properties
only) = 7 in favour and 6 against the proposal.

Q3 | support the prohibition of driving restrictions on, Walkerburn,
Waverton Close and Whernside = 80 in favour, 19 against and a further
14 consultees who were neither for nor against the proposal.

A summary of the responses is attached as Appendix B.

Following the consultation, discussions took place between Councillor
Hepple and Council Officers. Councillor Hepple considers there is
sufficient support within the community to proceed with making the
Traffic Regulation Order permanent

Recommendations

1

2.

To make permanent three Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders
currently operating in the Westloch Road area of Cramlington.

The Council has the power to hold a public inquiry before making any
traffic regulation order. Such an inquiry might enable disputed evidence
to be tested under cross-examination and the need for an order to be
critically examined by an independent inspector. In this particular case,
officers believe that the extensive consultation process and
involvement with interested parties, means that such an inquiry is
unlikely to bring any fresh information to light and it is therefore
recommended that an inquiry is not held.

File References

S:\Highways\PROJECT\15\HO15 Members
Schemes\HO 155935 CRAMLINGTON_Westloch Rd Area_ HEPPLE

Appendix Index

Appendix A — Canvass Letter and Plan
Appendix B — Canvass Results



Implications Arising out of the Report

Policy

None

Finance and

Funded through the Member's Local Improvement Programme

value for allocation for Councillor Allan Hepple

money

Legal Preparation of Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO)
Procurement

Human None

Resources

Property None

Equalities None

(Impact

Assessment

attached)

Yes 0 No O

N/A O

Risk To make permanent the experimental traffic regulation orders
Assessment currently operating in the Westloch Road area of Cramlington.
Crime & | Traffic safety concerns i.e. obstruction

Disorder

Customer Scheme is anticipated to improve road safety for residents in the
Consideration | area

Carbon

reduction

Wards Cramlington South East

Background papers:

None




Report sign off.

Authors must ensure that relevant officers and members have agreed
the content of the report:

initials

Finance Officer

Monitoring Officer/Legal

Human Resources

Procurement

I T.

Director [y

Portfolio Holder(s)

Author and Contact Details

Report Author Terry Luck - Programmes Officer (Member Schemes)
(01670) 622588
Terry.Luck@northumberland.gov.uk




DECISION TAKEN

Title of Officer(s) and Portfolio Director of Local Services and Housing
Holder

Subject: Make permanent TRO - ‘Resident Parking
Zone’, on Westloch Road.
Make permanent TRO - Prohibition of Driving,
on Walkerburn, Waverton Close and
Whernside Place.
Make permanent TRO - No Waiting At Any
Time restrictions (Double Yellow Lines) on 3
Windburgh Drive junctions.

Consultation

(Result on question 1 - Resident 113 Responses

Parking Zone (RPZ)) 79 For

22 Against

12 Neither for nor against
(Result on question 3 - 113 Responses
Prohibition of Driving) 80 For

19 Against

14 Neither for nor against

Decision Taken: To make permanent the experimental traffic
regulation orders currently operating in the
Westloch Road area of Cramlington.

Signature of Director



Appendix A

NoRThumMBERIAND

Northumberland County Council

County Hall_» Morpeth « Morthumbarand - MES1 2EF
= Web: www.nothumberand.qov.uk

TheOccupier Qur Ref: HO158835
YourRef:
Contact: Termy Luck
Direct Line: 01670624128
Fax: 01670626136

E-mail:  AighwaysProgranmagnartiumbariand g ov. uk

Friday 21%° October2016
Dear SirMadam

Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders in the
Westloch Road/Southfield Lea Area of Cramlington —
Could We Have Your Opinion Please?

The sbove Exparimanial schama has bean in operation for 10 months. Early indications show
avidence of improvemants in tha srea.

A number of residents have siresdy provided useful feedback. However, Councillor Allsn
Happle would like to heve 8s complete & pictura as possible with, ideally all residents and othes
sffected contributing their views prior to decisions an the formst of any permsnent schamsa,

You're Opinion — Return Form

The sttachad Freepost form is dasigned to provide feedbeck on the scheme 50 far, whethar you
support the schemz in the present form or not  You may wish to suggest
smandmeantsiimprovements, sl of which will be taken into considerstion in & final decision. A
copy of the scheme plan iz included for refarenca.

Timescales
Plesse ratum you responses by Friday 4P November 2016,

| cannot over amphssise the imporsnce of taking the tim= to put forward your views on this
schams as your opinion will influensce the final decision takan.

Unfortunately we cannot raply to individus! responsas, but your views/opinions will be inciudad
in the final Decision Raport, which will be published on the NCC website.

Yours faithfully

i
s
s

Tarmy Luck
Programme Officer

<
<3



NORTHhUMBERIANO

Northumberland County Council

Experimental Traffic Regulation Orders in the
Westloch Road/Southfield Lea Area of Cramlington —

You're Opinion on Implementation

A | supportthe current Experimental Resident ParkinoScheme in WestlochRoad
D YEs D No

B. |am prepared to pay the annual administration fee of£1& perannum forthe
residential permitscheme, which applies after the experimental period. (full terms
and conditions and eligibility may be found on the NCC website under Parking
Services) (WestlochRoad Residents Only)

D Yes D Mo

C. | supportthe current Experimental Prohibition of Driving restrictions inWalkerburn,
Waverton Close and “Whernside Place (Cul-de- 5ac)

[ es [ No

Which three thingsin your opinionwouldimprove the schemefor youand your fellow
residents and businesses?

1.

Any other comments:

Please ensure you include your name and full address please
MName:
Address:

Postcode:
E mail:

Please Return by FRIDAY 4" November 2016
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Appendix B
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