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Northumberland County Council

RECORD OF DECISION TAKEN BY CORPORATE DIRECTOR

CORPORATE DIRECTOR OF LOCAL SERVICES

PROPOSED TOUCAN CROSSINGS
A193 ROTARY WAY / B1329 LINKS ROAD, BLYTH

Purpose of Report

To consider the results of the public consultation exercise, regarding the provision of
a Toucan Crossing on the A193 Rotary Way and B1329 Links Road, Blyth (see
attached Consultation Plan in Appendix A).

Recommendations

It is recommended that:

Given the outcome of the consultation as well as the comments received it is
recommended that the proposals to provide a Toucan Crossing on the A193 Rotary
Way and B1329 Links Road, Blyth should proceed.

Key Issues

1) Following continued road safety concerns from adjacent schools and parents,

residents and other interested organisations were consulted on proposed Toucan
crossings.

Report Author Stefan Bell
(01670) 624131)
Stefan.Bell@northumberland.gov.uk



PROPOSED TOUCAN CROSSINGS
A193 ROTARY WAY / B1329 LINKS ROAD, BLYTH

Background

Introduction

1.

Concerns have been expressed by residents of South Beach and South
Shore estates regarding the safe crossing for pedestrians on Rotary Way and
Links Road, Blyth. A PV2 survey was carried out for both locations in 2011
and the results figures were 0.9 for Rotary Way and 0.5 for the links Road,
which is above the County Councils figure of 0.2 to investigate further.

The request for a controlled crossing was placed on the Register of requests
and was put forward as a priority for the 2013 / 2014 Minor Improvements
Program (LTP).

The proposed scheme is also part of the local cycle way development, and
Toucan Crossing facilities are being proposed which will aid both pedestrians
and cyclists crossing these busy roads.

Consultation

4,

A scheme was prepared and was the subject of a consultation, which
concluded 15" August 2013.

The consultation exercise involved the delivery of a consultation letter
together with a plan showing details of the scheme to approximately 343
adjacent households, statutory consultees; County Councillor D Campbell,
Blyth Town Council; road user organisations; and other interested parties. A
plan showing the scheme is attached together with a copy of the consultation
letter (see Appendix A).

Responses were received from 48 consultees with 41 being in favour and 7
against.

There was 1 statutory consultee that responded, The North East Ambulance
Service recognised and appreciated the need for restrictions to improve road
safety and supported the proposals.

Forty of the residents are in favour of the proposals and the general opinion is
that the crossings are a good idea and will improve road safety for the public.
Other comments indicated that the proposals are sensible and will allow
people to have a safer access to beach and local estates.

Several residents objected to the proposals for the following reasons; The bus
shelter will interrupt their coastal views, the crossing on the Links road is in
the wrong location, it should be located where the existing uncontrolled
crossing point is, the crossings are situated too close to the roundabout and
will cause traffic jams, disappointed at proposed locations of crossings as in
their opinion they are in dangerous places, the proposed bus stop location will
make it dangerous for pedestrians to cross at existing uncontrolled crossing



point and generally that the crossings are not in the right locations for
residents of South Shore.

Conclusion

10.

12.

From the outset, the County Council has endeavoured to respond positively
to local concern over road safety in this area and it is inevitable that some
sections of the community will be dissatisfied with whichever decision is
reached. The assessment of the results in the consultation exercise can be a
contentious matter, but experience has shown that when levels of opposition
are much above 30% those opposed to the scheme can engender support
from neighbours, which can create difficulties in implementing the scheme.
The consultation exercise showed that overall 15% of all consultees who
responded were against the proposals.

It is recommended that, in view of the results of the consultation exercise, the
scheme to provide Toucan crossing facilities should proceed.



Background Papers

File Ref: M/C/1/108/10

Implications Arising Out of the Report

Policy

Finance and value for money

Human Resources
Property

Equalities

Risk Assessment

Crime & Disorder
Customer Considerations

Sustainability

Consultation

Wards

None

Scheme will cost approximately £150,000 and
will be financed from the 2013/14 Minor
Improvements Programme (LTP)

None

None

None

Reduced vehicle speeds

None

Reduced vehicle speeds

Acceleration and braking of vehicles may
increase vehicle emissions

The relevant people and organisations were
consulted

Newsham and Wensleydale



DECISION TAKEN

Title of Executive Member or
Officer(s):

Subject:

Consultation

Decision Taken:

Signature of Corporate Director

Deirdre Campbell — Policy Board Member,
Streetcare and Environment

Barry Rowland - Corporate Director of Local
Services

Provision of Toucan Crossings
A193 Rotary Way, B1329 Links Road, Blyth

48 Responses
41 For
7 Against

Given the outcome of the consultation as well
as the comments received it is recommended
that the Toucan crossings should be provided.

~ APPENDIX A



NorThuMBERIAND

Northumberland County Council

County Hall » Morpeth * Northumberiand < NE&1 2EF
¢ Web: www.northumberland.gov.uk

Our Ref: M/C/1/108/10
Your Ref:
Contact: Mr Stefan Bell
Direct Line: 01670 624131
Fax: 01670626136
E-mail: Stefan.Bell@northumberland.gov.uk
Thursday 4™ July 2013

Dear Sir/ Madam

Rotary Way / Links Road, Blyth
Proposed Toucan Crossings

Following road safety concerns at the above locations, the County Council is considering
introducing two Toucan Crossing facilities.

Pedestrian/Vehicle surveys have been undertaken and the resulis of this have indicated that
a signal controlled crossing would be justified at both locations. A Toucan Crossing would of
course allow pedestrians / cyclists to cross the road “on demand” by pressing a button and
this arrangement would afford greater priority for pedestrians / cyclists.

Toucan crossings aim to improve safety and reduce delays. A Toucan crossing is similar to a
pelican crossing, but has sensors which can both allow pedestrians / cyclists longer to cross
the road or return the signals to green if the button is pressed and no pedestrians actually
cross the road.

The County Council is seeking your views on the proposals shown overleaf and a freepost
response form is attached to facilitate the consultation process. It should be stressed that
this is a genuine consultation and that comments received will be carefully considered.

Regrettably, it is not possibie to reply to individual comments but you may wish to note that
comments may be included in a report, to the Corporate Director of Local Services.

The closing date for any comments you may wish to make is shown on the response form.
Please visit the following web address

http:/ftrafficconsult.northumberland.qgov.ul/ if you wish to respond to this consultation
online.

I thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Yours sincerely

S B0

Transport Projects Officer

&0
o

Ugam
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NorThumMBERIAND

Northumberland County Council

Rotary Way / Links Road, Blyth
Proposed Toucan Crossings

I support the proposals Yes D No D

Any other comments:

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
E mail:

Please Return by Thursday 15™ August 2013.




Initial

Name

Thoroughtare

Post Code

FOR

AGAINST
NEITHER

Other Relevanl Comments.

D

Armstrong

The Links, Links
Road

NE24 3PL

Dufty

56

Shearwater Way

NE24 3PX

This is & sensible proposal and will allow peaple to have safer access
to the beach area and kecal eslales. Perhaps consideralion could be
given lo reduce the speed limit in Rotary Way to 30mph.

Bentlay

10

Otway Grove

NE24 358

Although | am in lavour of the proposed crossings with regards to road
salety, | have to question the location of the ¢rossing on Rotary Way.
Wilh its location being so close lo the roundabout, | can loresee
drivers wilhout any anticipation of the lights uming to red blocking the
roundabout, as oftan happens al the crossing at the Cowpen ASDA,
Parhaps moving the crossing lurther towards Amersham Way, near
wherg Ihe bus slop Is and the recently opened lootpath onlto the south
shore eslate would a better location?

-

Ridley

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

Wilson

Otway Grove

NE24 355

Hall

Trident Drive

NE24 3AL

I suppart the proposals for the crossings, but not lor the bus stop to be
re-sited as per lhe plans. Having a bus stop right right next to the main
palh that pecple from the eslale usa to cross the road Is dangerous, as
il thera Is a bus stepped there, people will be unable 10 see what iraflic
is coming krom behind it and children may cross in front of the parked
bus without seeing any other vehicles which may be coming. The
crossing would be better sited here and existing bus siop left whare it
is, a3 this is the main path/roule that is used to cross the road.

Hom

49

Mallard Way

NE24 3QA

North East
Ambulance Service

Thank you lfor your letter dated 4™ July 2013 in which you invite us 1o
offar our comments on (he above proposal. | would inform you thal as
an Emargency Servica we recognise and appreciate the nesed for|
reslrictions lo improve foad salety. | would thank you lor your|
lconsultation on this matter and offar our support for the on-going road
safety programme.

Fitton

52

Trident Drive

NE24 3RL

Beard

Viking Court

NE24 3UG

In the strongest way - | object to a bus slop and shelter being
positionad in front of Viking Court 7-12. We have an uninterrupted view|
of the coast which pramium cosls were made. The new crossing would
be beltar placed away Irom the bend lurther up to were the bus stop is
praposed which would then also act as traffic calming lor the constant
speading vehicles of an evening - soma in excess of 60-70mph. From
the bend to the tuming inlo the port is used as "a raceway” il not
anything else - please \ake a nole *speeding traflic* concerns and try
12 come up with a solution to Ihis problam.

Haley

24

Tallsman Way

NE24 3RP

Parter

Oberon Way

NE24 3RU

Strongly support Rolary Way crossing. Support Links Road crossing.
Accapt new bus slop position bul would ba best lurther south lowards
beach facililies, pity it could not ba fitted next 1o Links Road cressing.

Willls

Olus Grove

NE24 3RY

Both locatiens are now very busy wilh iraffic so these toucan crossings|
have been fong awailed as many pecple now come to Blylh beach and
also many young families cross Ratary Way to take young children to
school from South Shorg.

Wright

Eliin Way

NE24 3RQ

Have you considered that both propesed crossings are very near the
raundabout and will most likely cause traflic jams especially for the:
large HGV Harbour traffic? Why not leave the existing bus stop where]
it i, in a lay-by? Have you neticed that the pavemant and grass verge|

[epposile the bus stop Is very narow and couldn’l be widenad because|

of the boundary lence of the Links bungalow? Also ihe residents of|
South Beach will not appraciate you moving the bus stop further awayl
If the Links Road crossing was built just north of the proposed new bus
stop, where existing foolpaths already exist, | believe that 1his would be
more beneficial to the South Shore residents and it would also save
you maeneyl

Allisen

74

Mallard Way

NE24 304




Herron

13

Teal Averue

NE24 3PT

| lully support these proposals. For a lew years, | have had the opinion
thal pedestrian crossings are required in both of these spots. Living at
Teal Avenua on Sguth Beach, we regularly use the beach facilities,
meaning we hava lo cross these busy roads. The traflic exiting the
roundabouls on both of these roads are alten travaliing at high speeds
and often we feel we are pulting our lives in our hands, alternpting to
cross. Also at busy limes, we can be stood, especially at the Links
Road, for many minutes waiting for a sale gap in the tralfic. | am|
wanting to give my son, who is 10, a lilde more independence, o as
he gets a bit oldar, will feel confident about him crossing the roads to
access the beach and the park, with crossing in place. We will feel
much saler accessing the beach now. | am absolutely delighted with
this decision!

Alldnson

Ulgs Court

NE24 3UE

Murdy

72

Mallard Way

WE24 QA

Reed

Oberon Way

NE24 3RL)

Willord

13

Taku Court

NE24 3UH

1 think all of the proposals are fantastic ideas. Having just moved io the
area arvt having to cross the road, at times with a pushchalr, these
toucan £ressings will make it much easier and safer Lo cross,

Armstrong

Tallsman Way

NE24 3RP

{regular basis and the speed of Ihe traffic exiting the roundabout,

I strongly agree to this proposal as | walk across these roads on a

couplad with the lack of indicating by the cars makes thase 2 locations
very dangerous for pedestrians.

McConnoly

Taky Court

NE24 3UH

This would be very benelicial as | have witnessed people trying to
cross bolh roads and very nearty being knocked down. Cars travel
vary fast around the roundabout and onlo the adjoining roads.

Wouldhave

46

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

Mot before time,

Wallace

29

Trident Drive

NE24 3RL

It would make even more sense 1o put the bus slop in a lay-by cut into
the existing lawn, This would be a safety improvament as sight lines up
Beach Road would be malnlained even while a bus was al the slop,
plus trafflic would continue to flow. See plan in file.

Richardson

Ulter Court

NE24 3UE

tpeople cross the rcad anyway. Could this traffic island not be
lconvarted to he proposed crossing as it would be much mora

In refation to the enclosed proposals, | have viewed the included plans
arwd | do not support them. To be spacific it is not the idea of the
crossings | am opposed to, it is their suggesled location. The proposed
crossings on the Links Road and Rotary Way would be placed too
close to the roundabout. When active, traffic will build up onto the
roundabout, blocking exit from and entry to the roundaboul. This
jamming traffic on ihe roundabout ltself will lead 1o an increase in road
traffic collistons. | would suggest the crossings are placed furiher north
on both the Links Read and Rotary Way. Firstly on Rotary Way there
is a traffic Island around 100 yards north of the proposed site. This is
very clese to the main pathway into the estate and so, it is where most

beneficial at this location. Secondfy on the Links Road, again around
100 yards narth of the preposed Jocation there is the main estate
enlrance on one side of Ihe road and on the other is the main beach
access lane. This again Is where most people cress the road, A
crossing at this lecation would be far more beneficial. Placing the
crossings further north would provide better support for where most
peopie cress the read and would not cause a blockage of traffic on ihe
roundabout,

Alexander

Taku Court

NE24 3UH

1 did have difficulty crossing over to the beach with my three
grandchildren. | would be delighted to have crossing in place. This
would hopefully slow the traffic down as unfortunately not everyone
sticks t the speed limitt

Monaghan

Otway Grove

NE24 355

Feel that proposad location of Links Road toucan crossing could be
190 ngar to roundabout and cause congestion. My opinlon is 1o move it
nearer o footpath belore left tum into south shore,

Howroyd

Talisman Way

NEZ4 3RP

Having € children who attend Bede academy, this would be a lol safer
for our children to cross such busy fast roads.

Scott

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

Robinson

Comorant Close

NE24 3PY

An excellent idea. Long overdue as | have small children and have
seen myselil wait for 15mins lor a sale gap to ¢ross due to cars nol
indicating and excess speed on this stretch of road.

Turmer

Trident Drive

NE24 3RL

W are delighled that crossings are 1o be introduced. The existing
spead restriction on Rotary Way is 40mgh. | strongly feel this needs to
be reduced to 30mph with the additional housing and number of

walking along this route at schoot drop ofi/coliect imes,

Cowell

Ultor Court

NE24 3UE

Tierman

Shearwater Way

NE24 3PX

Beller lale than never, Surprised il wasn't proposed long before nowl |
often take all of my grandchildren to the beach and it's a nightmare
trying to cross the road. Parhaps 20mph limdt too?

Angles

]

Firstly | support the idaa to have some type of crossing on Links Road
but | have two objections io the current plan. The site of the proposed
crossing is far too near the exit of the large roundabout which could
lead to traffic buitding up onto the roundabout it is also close to the exil
from the beach car park. In addition to this, the proposed crossing is
sited at the far south end of the South Shore estate (whose residents, |
presume are the maln users of the crossing) and | think it unlikely that
dog walkers/families elc will walk down Lo use the crossing. The site of
the proposed new bus stop on Links Road seems inappropriate. There
is na lay-by, thus a bus would block the when stopped. It is also very
close Lo the maln path used by South Shore residents {aclually a much
more suitabla place for a crossing) and would make it extremely
dangergus for residents 1o ¢cross anto the beach. As a resident of
South Shore estate | have long felt ihat a crossing was needed on the
busy Links Road. | have to say | am totally disappointed that you have
chosen lo sile bus stop and crossing in such dangerous places for
residents, visilors, children, dogs, bikes and cars.

Wigham

25

Talisman Way

NEZ4 3RP




Elliott

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

1 sugges the Links Road be completed first. it is by far the most
dangerous.

CaP

Hoad

28

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

-

There is a need lor cressings as traffic comes quite fast and
somelimes you wait ages te cress - amazed no children have been
knocked down, 1 have in the past helped children about 9-10 on their
own ¢ross to go lo the beach or ice cream parlour,

Walls

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

Watson

Otus Grove

NE24 3RY

Been a long lime coming though - 6+ years too late!l {for me and my
children). Residarits on South Shore now use the new opening further
rorth on Rotary Way as a school route. Wa lind it an extremely fast
{40mph+) and busy road 19 cress. The vary small cantral crossing
{near bus siop) is dangerous for children on bikes/scooters. Links
Road could also do with some sort of trallic calming introduced e.g.
speed bumps, especially near the Bandstand whare tharg are lowered
kerbs for whaelchair users.

Hurrall

47

Maltard Way

Ne24 30A

Rose

Trident Drive

NE24 3AL

Overall | am in support of beth toucan £rassing. In my experience as a
planning and policy officer hawever, | would suggest shighlly
repositioning them. Reposition the teucan crossings slightly further
away lrom the roundabout to avoid traffic build up and increased
likglihoad ol traffic accidents. The toucan crossing nearer 1o the beach
could be located pasl the entrance junction to the main beach and
nearer the bus slop. This would benalit more peaple including those
getting onvolf buses and would alsa avoid contributing to the excessive
bulld up ol traffic that already happens at the entrance/exit to the
beagh.

Herron

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

) think it's a brilliant idea. We live in Teal Avenue and often have Io
“run the gauntiet® with my granddaughter and our deg when attempted
to reach the beach on foot. The sooner the better as far as | am
congerned.

37

Tridenl Drive

NE24 SRL

! went to see Ronnie Campbell aboul this rmatter and said we needed
tha crossing beside the bandsland because some of the cars speed
along that road and with the cressing baing on the band where you
satd the crossing is going to be is wrong when the lraffic is going to ba
at the roundabout and when it changes 1o green they are just going [0
speed up we nead the crossing for the peopts on South Shore eslate
whao are going to use il the mest.

Herron

43

Tailsman Way

NE24 3RP

Addison

Teal Avenue

NE24 3PT

In favour of these plans, it has been a long lime coming | have livad in
my sireel 20 years and ¢rossing both these roads bas always been a
problem.

Johnson

45

Tallsman Way

NE24 3RP

41| 710




