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Purpose of Report

This report sets out the background to the proposed extension of the 30 MPH
speed limit on the C109 road at High Hauxley.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the extension of the 30 MPH speed limit on the C109 at
High Hauxley is introduced as proposed.

Link to Corporate Plan

Living - “We want you to feel safe, healthy and cared for”
Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live”

Key Issues

1. Northumberland County Council (NCC) has received traffic speed
concerns on the C109 road entering High Hauxley in both directions.

2. A new housing development with planning approval adjacent to the C109
means that the existing speed limits no longer reflect the needs of the
surrounding area and could present a road safety problem.

3. Representatives from NCC have been working closely with the local
County Councillor, Hauxley Parish Council and the developer to
establish and process the proposals.

4. The scheme will be partly funded through the Local Transport Plan (LTP)

2022/23 programme, the Members’ Local Improvement Schemes
(MLIS) budget and the cost of the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) will be
met by the developer as part of the overall capital investment being used
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to construct the development as part of the current planning conditions
imposed.
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Background

The C109 road is a single carriageway which flows through High Hauxley and
is primarily rural in nature with narrow bends, limited traffic calming features
and lacks street lighting in most of its areas. An existing 30 MPH maximum
speed limit is in operation within the built-up area of High Hauxley, however this
begins directly where residential properties are located, with the National Speed
Limit applying beyond it.

Fig. 1: Existing 30 MPH speed limit gateway signs on the C109 road at High Hauxley

On the westbound approach to High Hauxley the restriction begins on a bend,
affording motorists minimal opportunity to recognise the speed limit and
pedestrians are therefore vulnerable at this location. In addition, a new housing
development is to be constructed just south of this restriction as outlined in
Figure 2, with the site access proposed where the National Speed Limit applies.
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I Access for new development

=
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Hauxley Hall

Hauxley Haven The Orchard

Existing 30 MPH speed limit signs

Fig. 2: Location of new development access adjacent to existing 30 MPH speed limit

When approaching High Hauxley from the east, the 30 MPH speed limit on
Hauxley Lane begins directly at its junction with the access to Kirkwell Cottages,
so there is scope for the restriction to be extended from both directions in order
to improve road safety.

Proposals

It is intended to extend the current 30 MPH speed limit at both entrances to
High Hauxley, which would cover the location of the new development access
at the east and provide motorists with advanced notice to slow speeds when
entering the area. Reducing the speed limit from National Speed Limit to 30
MPH is acceptable for use in rural locations on approaches to or on the outskirts
of areas such as High Hauxley. The extents of the proposed new speed limits
are outlined by the plan in Figure 3.
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Fig. 3: Proposed extension of 30 MPH speed limit on the C109 road at High
Hauxley

New traffic calming features will incorporate new speed limit signs and road
markings in the form of speed limit roundels on the ground to inform motorists
of the new restrictions, along with warning signs to advise of pedestrians
walking on the carriageway due to no footways on certain sections of the road.

It is expected that the speed limit reduction measures will promote slower traffic
speeds in High Hauxley where increased footfall, traffic flows and vehicle
turning movements are expected.

Details of the proposals are shown on the plans in Appendix A. Northumbria
Police, other emergency services and relevant statutory consultees will be
notified of these amendments as part of the process for making the permanent
Orders.
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Implications Arising out of the Report

Policy Consistent with existing policies

Finance and Scheme will be partly financed through the LTP 2022/23

value for programme, MLIS budget and by the developer

money

Legal Motorists will be required to comply with the Traffic Regulation
Order

Procurement None

Human None
Resources

Property None

Equalities N/A

(Impact
Assessment
attached)

Yes O No O
N/A O

Risk None
Assessment

Crime & Regulations in place to carry out enforcement
Disorder

Customer A reduction in speed will lead to a safer environment for all road
Consideration | users

Carbon Speed reduction assists with carbon reduction
reduction

Wards Amble
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Background Papers:

File reference —

S:\Highways\PROJECT\21\HF Local Safety Schemes\Rural Road
Schemes\HF214114D - C109 Hauxley

Appendix A — Scheme Layout

Author

Report Author William Binks, Programme Officer
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Title of Officer:

Subject:

Consultation:
Decision Taken:

Signature of Director

7/

DECISION TAKEN

Service Director, Local Services

Proposed 30 MPH speed limit extension on the C109
road at High Hauxley

Not required for extension of a 30 MPH speed limit
restriction at this location, however statutory
consultees will be informed.

To introduce an extension to the 30 MPH speed limit
restriction along the C109 road at High Hauxley.

Date
08.03.23
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