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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations set out in the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  Section 15(2) of the regulations, define 
that a consultation statement must contain: 

• Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan; 

• An explanation of how the persons and bodies were consulted; 

• A summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

• A description of how those issues and concerns have been considered and where 
relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 
 

1.2 To meet the requirements of the Regulations, this consultation statement sets out: 

• The background to the preparation of the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan (‘the plan’); 

• A summary of the publicity, engagement and consultation that has helped to shape and 
inform preparation of the plan; 

• Details of those consulted about the plan during its preparation and the extent to which 
efforts were made to ensure the plan was prepared with support and input from the 
local community; and 

• A description of the changes made to the plan in response to consultation and 
engagement. 

 
1.3 Warkworth Parish Council consider that the extent of the engagement meets the obligations 

set out in the regulations. 
 

1.4 This consultation statement is intended to help the independent examiner review the process 
of the preparation of the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan and make any appropriate 
recommendations in relation to the plan. 
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2. Background to the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan 
 
2.1 The Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Warkworth Parish Council, the 

qualifying body for the Warkworth Neighbourhood Area.  The neighbourhood area was 
designated by Northumberland County Council on 21 February 2020. 
 

2.2 The decision to prepare a neighbourhood plan was informed by the early engagement which 
took place during 2019 and early 2020.  As a result of the Covid19 pandemic, there was a delay 
in the formation of a steering group until December 2020.  The steering group membership has 
changed during the development of the plan to reflect its scope.  It has always included 
members of the parish council as well as representatives of the local community1.  Throughout 
the preparation of the plan, the steering group has met regularly, with minutes available on the 
parish council website2. 
 

2.3 Key stages in the preparation of the plan can be summarised as follows: 

• May 2019 – public meeting to explore support for the preparation of a neighbourhood 
plan.  There was strong support and the parish council voted unanimously to begin the 
process; 

• November 2019 – second public meeting to identify and map areas of interest, concern 
and need; 

• February 2020 – Warkworth Neighbourhood Area designated by Northumberland 
County Council;  

• July 2020 – terms of reference agreed for the steering group; 

• December 2020 – first meeting of neighbourhood plan steering group; 

• March to August 2021 – evidence gathering, including Community Action 
Northumberland commissioned to undertake a local housing needs survey; 

• August 2021 - planning consultant appointed to assist with the preparation of the plan; 

• October to November 2021 – residents and business surveys; 

• December 2021 – housing needs assessment technical support and initial green space 
assessment work commenced; 

• May to July 2022 – consultation on draft vision, aims, possible planning policies and 
community actions  

• August to October 2022 – review of feedback, completion of evidence work and 
preparation of pre-submission draft plan; 

• November 2022 to January 2023 - engagement on the pre-submission draft plan and 
associated evidence base; 

• February 2023 to August 2023 – review of feedback and amendments to draft plan and 
background papers; 

• June 2023 – submission draft plan agreed by parish council; 

• July 2023 – amended submission draft plan agreed by parish council. 
 

 

  

 
1 https://northumberlandparishes.uk/sites/default/files/parish-
councils/documents/2021/January/NP%20%20terms%20of%20reference%20.pdf  
2 https://northumberlandparishes.uk/warkworth/documents/neighbourhood-plan  

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/sites/default/files/parish-councils/documents/2021/January/NP%20%20terms%20of%20reference%20.pdf
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/sites/default/files/parish-councils/documents/2021/January/NP%20%20terms%20of%20reference%20.pdf
https://northumberlandparishes.uk/warkworth/documents/neighbourhood-plan
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3. Early engagement and awareness raising 
 

Early issues consultation 
 

3.1 To inform the decision as to whether work should begin on a neighbourhood plan a public 
meeting was held in May 2019 to gauge support.  This included presentations from a nearby 
parish and an officer from the Northumberland County Council neighbourhood planning team, 
as well as a workshop to discuss issues and opportunities.  A second public meeting took place 
in November 2019 and a third in February 2020 provided a list of people who had expressed an 
interest in assisting with the preparation of the plan.  The first meeting of the steering group 
had been scheduled to take place in March 2020, however this was delayed as a result of 
Covid19 (appendix 1). 
 

3.2 A dedicated neighbourhood plan website was established in 2021 (warkworthnp.org) to provide 
updates on the preparation of the plan.  During October and November 2021 the local 
community and businesses were invited to complete surveys.  Hard copies of the surveys were 
distributed to all addresses in the parish and there was the ability to complete the surveys online 
(appendix 2).  The residents survey was completed by 385 people, a 40% response rate.  The 
business survey was delivered to over 50 businesses and charitable organisations, there were 
21 responses.  Copies of the feedback reports are included in appendix 3. 
 
Engagement on planning policy areas and draft community actions 
 

3.3 During May to July 2022 consultation took place on draft planning policy areas and community 
actions for the neighbourhood plan.  Information was added to the neighbourhood plan website 
and a flyer was sent to all households and notices included in The Pelican (which is a monthly 
publication3).  As part of the engagement a drop in event took place on 21 May 2022.  
Information sheets with explanations about the possible planning policies and extra details 
were available, organised under the various aims of the plan (appendix 4).  Residents were 
encouraged to read these explanations, and to discuss them with members of the steering 
group who were in attendance.  They could vote on the different options on the display sheets, 
and make comments on post-it notes.  
 

3.4 Approximately 80 residents attended, from all areas of the parish, and a further 20 responded 
online, of whom all bar two confirmed that they had read the drop-in information.  A report 
from the consultation is available in appendix 4.  

 
 

 
  

 
3 https://sites.google.com/stlawrence-church.org.uk/2020/community/the-pelican 
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4. Pre-submission engagement 
 
4.1 Consultation on the pre-submission draft plan took place for seven weeks between 21 

November 2022 and 9 January 2023.  Awareness was raised of the consultation in the following 
ways: 

• Consultation bodies, identified by NCC and other interested parties (appendix 5)were 
sent a letter (appendix 6); 

• The draft plan, policies maps and all evidence documents were available on the parish 
council website and were promoted online via social media(appendix 7); 

• A hard copy of the plan and small exhibition (appendix 8) was available to view at St 
Lawrence Church.  Hard copies of the plan were also available on request to those 
without internet access; 

• A leaflet was set to all households informing them of the consultation (appendix 9); 

• Posters were displayed at key locations across the parish (appendix 10); 

• Articles were included in the Pelican and Northumberland Gazette (appendix 11) 

• Comments could be provided online, via a feedback form (appendix 12) or in writing 
(by email or post). 

 
4.2 A drop in event took place on Saturday 26 November 2022, as part of the Warkworth Christmas 

lights switch on, from 2pm to 6pm in St Lawrence Church.  Hard copies of the plan and 
background papers were available to view, and a summary of the plan proposals included on 
display boards (appendix 13).   
 

4.3 Responses were received from 10 consultation bodies, seven other organisations/ bodies, 47 
parish residents, 12 from residents of Amble Parish, two from residents of Bedlington and two 
anonymous responses.  Appendix 14 provides a table of responses and details of how the 
comments have been taken into account in the submission draft plan.   

 
4.4 The submission draft plan was considered and approved at the Warkworth Parish Council 

meeting on 22 June 2023 and then a revised version (which made amendments to the LGS 
section of the plan) reconsidered and approved on 6 July 2023. 
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5. Conclusions  
 

5.1 The submission draft Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan is built upon broad engagement with the 
community since May 2019 until the plan was finalised for submission in August 20234.  The 
outcome is a submission plan that reflects both the aspirations of the local community and is in 
general conformity with both local and national planning policy, meeting the basic conditions. 
 

5.2 This consultation statement demonstrates that the consultation and engagement process for 
the plan has been substantial, effective and proportionate. It has also been extremely effective 
in shaping a plan that is aimed to benefit both current and future generations of Warkworth. 
 

 

  

 
4 Submission was delayed until November as a result of awaiting final SEA and HRA screening opinions. 
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Appendix 1:  Early issues engagement (2019 and 2020) 
 
 
May 2019 - Flyer to all households  
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May 2019 – notes from public meeting 
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November 2019 – flyer 
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February 2020 – meeting agenda 
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February 2020 – flyer, call for volunteers 
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Appendix 2:  Parish surveys (October 2021) 
 
 

Residents Survey Covering Letter 
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Residents Survey  
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Business survey 
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Facebook posts 
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Appendix 3:  Parish residents and business surveys engagement reports  
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Appendix 4:   Planning policy areas and draft community actions engagement (May 2022) 
 
 
Early engagement – leaflet to all households 
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Early engagement - poster 
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Early engagement – notices in the Pelican  
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Early engagement Facebook posts 
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Early engagement - drop in information sheets 
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Photographs from drop in event 
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Early engagement - report 
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Appendix 5:   Pre-submission engagement – consultation bodies and other interested parties  

 

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Bodies – identified by NCC  

Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
Local Planning Authority Northumberland County 

Council 
Rob Murfin (Interim Executive Director of Planning & Local Services), Northumberland 
County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 2EF 
Email: rob.murfin@northumberland.gov.uk    

Neighbourhood Planning Team, Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 2EF 
Email: neighbourhoodplanning@northumberland.gov.uk  

The Coal Authority The Coal Authority Planning and Local Authority Liaison, The Coal Authority, 200 Lichfield Lane, Berry Lane, 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG18 4RG 
Email: planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk  

Homes England Homes England Homes England, One Friargate, Coventry, CV1 2GN 
Email: enquiries@homesengland.gov.uk 

Natural England Natural England Consultation Service, Natural England, Hornbeam House, Electra Way, Crewe Business Park, 
Crewe, CW1 6GJ 
Email: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk  

The Environment Agency The Environment Agency Planning Consultations, Environment Agency, Tyneside House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle 
Business Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7AR 
Email: planning.nane@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Historic Buildings and 
Monuments Commission for 
England 

Historic England Historic England, 41-44 Sandgate, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 3JF 
Email: e-neast@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Network Rail Infrastructure 
Limited 

Network Rail Infrastructure 
Limited 

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited, George Stephenson House, Toft Hill, York, Y01 6JT 
Email: townplanning.LNE@networkrail.co.uk 

National Highways National Highways Asset Development Team - Yorkshire and North East, National Highways, Calder View House, 
Calder Park, Peel Avenue, Wakefield, WF2 7UA 
Email: PlanningYNE@highwaysengland.co.uk  

mailto:rob.murfin@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@homesengland.gov.uk
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:planning.nane@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:e-neast@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:townplanning.LNE@networkrail.co.uk
mailto:PlanningYNE@highwaysengland.co.uk
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Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
Relevant Primary Care Trust 
 

NHS Northumberland 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group 

NHS Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group, County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland,  
NE61 2EF 
Tel.: 01670335161 
Email: norccg.enquiries@nhs.net   
 

Jamie Mitchell  
Head of Commissioning, Estates and Premises  
NHS Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group  
Email: jamie.mitchell4@nhs.net  

Any person who owns or 
controls electronic 
communications apparatus 
situated in any part of the 
area of the local planning 
authority 

The Alncom Group 
 
 
  

The Alncom Group, 7 Linnet Court, Cawledge Business Park, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 
2GD 
Tel: 01665 604 816 
Email: info@alncom.co.uk  

Any person who owns or 
controls electronic 
communications apparatus 
situated in any part of the 
area of the local planning 
authority 

Avonline Avonline, 42 Ashton Vale Road, Ashton Vale, Bristol, BS3 2AX 
Tel: 0117 953 1111 
Email: info@avonline.co.uk  

British 
Telecommunications Plc. 

British Telecommunications Plc, Openreach Newsites PP 4AB, 21-23 Carliol Square, 
Newcastle CTE, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1BB 

Briskona Email: enquiries@briskona.com  

CTIL (Acting on behalf of 
Vodafone and O2) 

Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited, EMF Enquiries, Building 1330 – The 
Exchange, Arlington Business Park, Theale, Berkshire, RG7 4SA 
Email: EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk  

EE Alex Jackman, Corporate and Financial Affairs Department, EE, The Point, 37 North Wharf 
Road, London, W2 1AG 
Email: public.affairs@ee.co.uk  

Three Jane Evans, Three, Great Brighams, Mead Vastern Road, Reading, RG1 8DJ 
Email: jane.evans@three.co.uk  

Virgin Media Limited Virgin Media Limited, Unit 2, Network House, New York Way, New York Industrial Park, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE27 0QF 
 

mailto:norccg.enquiries@nhs.net
mailto:jamie.mitchell4@nhs.net
mailto:info@alncom.co.uk
mailto:info@avonline.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@briskona.com
mailto:EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk
mailto:public.affairs@ee.co.uk
mailto:jane.evans@three.co.uk
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Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
Virgin Media Limited (Head Office), 270 & 280 Bartley Way, Bartley Wood Business Park, 
Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9UP 

Wildcard Networks Wildcard Networks, Reliance House, Skinnerburn Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7AN 
Email: info@wildcard.net.uk  

Arqiva Email: community.relations@arqiva.com  

Openreach Email: newsitereceptionedinburgh@openreach.co.uk    

Any person to whom the 
electronic communications 
code applies 

CTIL (Acting on behalf of 
Vodafone and O2) 

Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited, EMF Enquiries, Building 1330 – The 
Exchange, Arlington Business Park, Theale, Berkshire, RG7 4SA 
Email: EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk  

EE Alex Jackman, Corporate and Financial Affairs Department, EE, The Point, 37 North Wharf 
Road, London, W2 1AG 
Email: public.affairs@ee.co.uk  

Three Jane Evans, Three, Great Brighams, Mead Vastern Road, Reading, RG1 8DJ 
Email: jane.evans@three.co.uk  

Any person to whom a 
licence has been granted 
under section 6(1)(b) and (c) 
of the Electricity Act 1989. 

Northern Powergrid Northern Powergrid, Records and Information, Manor House, Station Road, Penshaw, 
Houghton le Spring, County Durham, DH4 7LA 

National Grid Matt Verlander, Avison Young, Central Square South, Orchard Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 3AZ 
Email: nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com   
 

Spencer Jefferies, Town Planner, National Grid, National Grid House.  
Warwick Technology Park, Gallows Hill, Warwick, CV34 6DA 
Email: box.landandacquisitions@nationalgrid.com  

Any a person to whom a 
licence has been granted 
under section 7(2) of the Gas 
Act 1986. 

Northern Gas Networks Northern Gas Networks, 1100 Century Way, Thorp Business Park, Colton, Leeds, LS15 8TU 

mailto:info@wildcard.net.uk
mailto:community.relations@arqiva.com
mailto:newsitereceptionedinburgh@openreach.co.uk
mailto:EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk
mailto:public.affairs@ee.co.uk
mailto:jane.evans@three.co.uk
mailto:nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com
mailto:box.landandacquisitions@nationalgrid.com
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Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
Sewerage undertaker Northumbrian Water 

Limited 
Katherine Dobson, Planning Team Leader, Northumbrian Water Limited, Leat House, 
Pattinson Road, Washington, Tyne and Wear, NE38 8LB 
Tel: 0191 419 6767 
Email: katherine.dobson@nwl.co.uk  

Water undertaker Northumbrian Water 
Limited 

Katherine Dobson, Planning Team Leader, Northumbrian Water Limited, Leat House, 
Pattinson Road, Washington, Tyne and Wear, NE38 8LB 
Tel: 0191 419 6767 
Email: katherine.dobson@nwl.co.uk  

Marine Management 
Organisation 

Marine Management 
Organisation 

Stakeholder & Networks Officer, Marine Management Organisation, PO Box 1275, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE99 5BN 
Email: consultations.mmo@marinemanagement.org.uk  

Adjoining local authorities – 
Parish Councils 

All parish councils that 
adjoin the neighbourhood 
area 
 

• Alnmouth Parish Council – Clerk Ms Deb Still clerk@alnmouthparishcouncil.org.uk 

• Shilbottle Parish Council – Clerk Mr Paul Burns Shilbottlepc.clerk@gmail.com 

• Newton on the Moor and Swarland – Clerk Mrs Jan Anderson 
janandersonpc@gmail.com  

• Acklington Parish Council – Clerk Mrs Clair Lewis acklingtonpc@gmail.com  

• Amble Parish Council – Clerk Mrs Vicki Smith townclerk@amble.gov.uk  

Adjoining local authorities – 
local planning authorities 

Any local planning 
authority that adjoins the 
Neighbourhood Area 

N/A  

Identified by the Parish Council 

Voluntary Bodies some or all 
of whose activities benefit all 
or any part of the 
neighbourhood area 
 

Northumberland Coast 
AONB 

Iain Robson iain.robson@northumberland.gov.uk  

Warkworth Primary school Laura.ritson@ncea.org.uk  
cc. admin.mat@ncea.org.uk   

Amble High School lhedley01@jcsc.co.uk   

Golf club The Secretary, Warkworth Golf Course, The Links, Warkworth, NE65 0SW 

Cricket club Phil.derry@trackaphone.com   

WWMH Peter Burnham - peter.burnham@gmail.com  

mailto:katherine.dobson@nwl.co.uk
mailto:katherine.dobson@nwl.co.uk
mailto:consultations.mmo@marinemanagement.org.uk
mailto:clerk@alnmouthparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:Shilbottlepc.clerk@gmail.com
mailto:janandersonpc@gmail.com
mailto:acklingtonpc@gmail.com
mailto:townclerk@amble.gov.uk
mailto:iain.robson@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:Laura.ritson@ncea.org.uk
mailto:admin.mat@ncea.org.uk
mailto:lhedley01@jcsc.co.uk
mailto:Phil.derry@trackaphone.com
mailto:peter.burnham@gmail.com
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Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
Cub scouts Greame Popay gpopay@gmail.com  

Bodies which represent the 
interests of different religious 
groups in the neighbourhood 
area 

CofE aswvicarage@gmail.com  

URC revjegh@gmail.com  

Bodies which represent the 
interests of different racial, 
ethnic or national groups in 
the neighbourhood area 

Ukraine group John Hoborough – john.hobrough@btinternet.com 

Bodies which represent the 
interests of persons carrying 
on business in the 
neighbourhood area 

Hermitage Farm 
Killicrankie Caravan Site 

Bill Dodd – hermitage.farm@btinternet.com  

Morwick Farm Michael Howie info@morwickdairy.co.uk  

Sun Inn 6 Castle Terrace, Warkworth, NE65 0UP 

Hermitage Inn   23 Castle St, Warkworth, NE65 0UL 

Masons Arms 3 Dial Pl, Warkworth, NE65 0UR 

Buston Potatoes 
 

David Park – David.park@farming.co.uk  
Burston Barns Farm, Low Buston Farm, Eastfield Farm, New Barns Farm 

Amble Marina Karl Brunton - marina@amble.co.uk  

Rotary Club of Amble and 
Warkworth 

Trevor Robertson, Rotary robertsont14@aol.com  

Coquet Cottages info@coquetcottages.co.uk  

Coquet Moor caravan park Nikki - Info@coquetmoor.co.uk  

Coquet View caravan park  Malcolm via Nicki - sales@coquetviewpark.co.uk  

Riverside caravan park Lola - enquiries@northumbrianleisure.co.uk  

Bodies which represent the 
interests of disabled persons 
in the neighbourhood area 

Abbeyfield Warkworth.Dial@abbeyfield.com  

The Grange manager@thegrangewarkworth.co.uk  

Karbon homes info@karbonhomes.co.uk  

Relevant landowners/ 
tenants of LGS 

Northumberland estates Colin.barnes@northumberlandestates.co.uk 

NCC  Mike.Robbins@northumberland.gov.uk 

Golf club The Secretary, Warkworth Golf Course, The Links, Warkworth, NE65 0SW 

Cricket club Phil Derry Phil.derry@trackaphone.com 

mailto:gpopay@gmail.com
mailto:aswvicarage@gmail.com
mailto:revjegh@gmail.com
mailto:hermitage.farm@btinternet.com
mailto:info@morwickdairy.co.uk
mailto:marina@amble.co.uk
mailto:robertsont14@aol.com
mailto:info@coquetcottages.co.uk
mailto:Info@coquetmoor.co.uk
mailto:sales@coquetviewpark.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@northumbrianleisure.co.uk
mailto:Warkworth.Dial@abbeyfield.com
mailto:manager@thegrangewarkworth.co.uk
mailto:info@karbonhomes.co.uk
mailto:Colin.barnes@northumberlandestates.co.uk
mailto:Mike.Robbins@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:Phil.derry@trackaphone.com
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Consultation Body Organisation Contact Details 
English Heritage Lauren.Emslie@english-heritage.org.uk Samantha.Shotton@english-heritage.org.uk 

Warkworth NCEA Church of 
England Primary School 

admin.mat@ncea.org.uk 
Jonathan.booth@warkworth.ncea.org.uk  

Church of England Rev Helen O’Sullivan aswvicarage@gmail.com  

Burgage plot holders Rhodes, Elm House 
Dr Paul Creighton, 1 Elm Grove 
WP Thompson, Laburnum House, Bridge Street 
Barry Rowe, Old School 
Ms R Stone, 2 Elm Grove 
K Brunton, 3 Elm Grove 
Mr Popay – gpopay@gmail.com 
Mr & Mrs J Deacon, Coquet Lodge, Warkworth 
James Cox, 3 Castle Street 
John Willey, 32 Castle Street 
Robert Hogg, 13 The Butts 
Rod Galilee, 33 Castle Street 
Warkworth Memorial Hall – peter.burnham@gmail.com 
Katherine Wylde, 43 Castle Street 
Simon Denny & Mel McGrath, 44 Castle Street 
John Hoborough, 3 St Lawrence Terrace 
Mr & Mrs Metcalfe, Roxborough House 

Amble Marina Karl Brunton marina@amble.co.uk 

Michael Howie Morwick Farm, Acklington, NE65 9DG 

Bill Dodd Hermitage Farm, Warkworth, NE65 0XR 

Other interested parties Michael Guy – owner of 
the bridge gatehouse 

michaelrguy@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Lauren.Emslie@english-heritage.org.uk
mailto:Samantha.Shotton@english-heritage.org.uk
mailto:admin.mat@ncea.org.uk
mailto:Jonathan.booth@warkworth.ncea.org.uk
mailto:aswvicarage@gmail.com
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In addition, the following organisations have asked to be notified about neighbourhood plans in Northumberland. Please notify them about 

the Regulation 14 consultation.  

Organisation Contact Details 

The Theatres Trust Mark Price (Planning and Heritage Adviser), The Theatres Trust, 22 Charing Cross Road, London, WC2H 0QL 
Email: mark.price@theatrestrust.org.uk 

Sustrans Sustrans, 2 Cathedral Square, College Green, Bristol, BS1 5DD 
Email: reception@sustrans.org.uk 

National Farmers Union Andy Stephenson, Planning, National Farmers Union, Agriculture House, 207 Tadcaster Road, York, YO24 1UD 
Email: andrew.stephenson@nfu.org.uk  

All Things Neighbourhood 
Planning 

Ed Dade (www.neighbourhood-planning.co.uk)  
Email: info@neighbourhood-planning.co.uk  

SSA Planning Steve Simms steve.simms@ssaplanning.co.uk 
Mark McGovern mark.mcgovern@ssaplanning.co.uk 

Quod Planning jane.nicholson@quod.com  

Tetlow King Planning  Consultation@tetlow-king.co.uk  

 
 

mailto:mark.price@theatrestrust.org.uk
mailto:reception@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:andrew.stephenson@nfu.org.uk
http://www.neighbourhood-planning.co.uk/
mailto:info@neighbourhood-planning.co.uk
mailto:steve.simms@ssaplanning.co.uk
mailto:mark.mcgovern@ssaplanning.co.uk
mailto:jane.nicholson@quod.com
mailto:Consultation@tetlow-king.co.uk
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Appendix 6: Pre-submission engagement - letters sent to consultation bodies and other 

interested parties  
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Appendix 7: Pre-submission engagement – website and social media  
 
 
Website 
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Facebook posts  
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Appendix 8: Pe-submission engagement - exhibition at St Lawrence Church 
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Appendix 9: Pre-submission engagement - leaflet sent to all households 
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Appendix 10: Pre-submission engagement - posters 
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Reminder poster 
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Appendix 11: Pre-submission engagement - articles 

 

Pelican articles 
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Northumberland Gazette Article 
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Appendix 12:  Pre-submission engagement - response form 
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Appendix 13: Pre-submission engagement - display boards used at drop in event 
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Appendix 14: Pre-submission consultation responses and proposed amendments 
 
 

Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
General 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Thank you for consulting the County Council on the Pre-Submission Draft Warkworth 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Firstly, I would like to congratulate the Parish Council and its 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on reaching this stage in plan preparation and for 
creating a well-considered draft plan for the future of Warkworth Parish. 
 

I have consulted colleagues throughout the County Council on the draft plan and have 
received a number of comments from various service areas. The County Council’s 
comments are presented in the schedule that follows this letter. 
 

Comments have been made about both the supporting text, which sets the context for 
the policies, and on the policies proposed for inclusion in the Plan.  We would hope that 
you will see these comments as critical support.  They are intended to inform 
modification to the Plan so that it best meets the expectations of the Parish Council in 
terms of the future determination of development proposals, and, crucially, that the 
Plan can proceed to independent examination once it has been submitted, with a 
greater expectation of a positive outcome. 
 

I hope the comments made by the County Council are helpful in reaching a conclusion 
to plan preparation.  We will, of course, continue to support the Parish Council and the 
Steering Group with advice as necessary and with practical support on any 
modifications required to the Plan once you have had a chance to review all of the 
representations received in response to the current consultation. 
 

Finally, I would advise that the comments made by the County Council in response to 
this consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft Plan do not constitute a formal opinion 
about whether the Plan as currently drafted meets the ‘basic conditions’. The County 
Council is not required to issue a decision statement in respect of that matter until the 
independent examination has been completed. We would therefore reserve the right 
to make further representations as necessary following the submission of the Plan to 
the County Council. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  No amendments 
required in response to this element of the 
representation. 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Natural England Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 17 November 2022 

We are sorry for the delay submitting our response.   
 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body.  Our statutory purpose is to ensure 
that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of 
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be 
consulted on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or 
Neighbourhood Forums where they consider our interests would be affected by the 
proposals made. 
 

Natural England does not have any specific comments on this draft neighbourhood plan. 
 

However, we refer you to the attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities 
that should be considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

National 
Highways 

Having considered the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan - Pre-Submission Draft Plan 
(November 2022), we find no issue with the overarching vision, aims and policies. 
 

Accordingly, it is deemed that there is no negative consequence to the SRN associated 
with the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

In light of the above, we offer no further comment. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

National Grid Proposed development sites crossed or in close proximity to National Grid assets: An 
assessment has been carried out with respect to National Grid’s electricity and gas 
transmission assets which include high voltage electricity assets and high-pressure gas 
pipelines. 
 

National Grid has identified that it has no record of such assets within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area. 
 

National Grid provides information in relation to its assets at the website below. 
www2.nationalgrid.com/uk/services/land-anddevelopment/planningauthority/shape-
files/    
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Please also see attached information outlining guidance on development close to 
National Grid infrastructure. 
 

Distribution Networks Information regarding the electricity distribution network is 
available at the website below: www.energynetworks.org.uk  
 

Information regarding the gas distribution network is available by contacting: 
plantprotection@cadentgas.com 
 

Further Advice - Please remember to consult National Grid on any Neighbourhood Plan 
Documents or sitespecific proposals that could affect our assets. 
 

The Coal 
Authority 

The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department of 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy.  As a statutory consultee, The Coal Authority has 
a duty to respond to planning applications and development plans in order to protect 
the public and the environment in mining areas. 
 

Our records indicate that within the identified Neighbourhood Plan area there are 
recorded coal mining features present at surface and shallow depth including: mine 
entries and likely shallow coal workings.  These features pose a potential risk to surface 
stability and public safety, 
 

The Coal Authority’s records also indicate that surface coal resource is present in the 
area, although this should not be taken to imply that mineral extraction would be 
economically viable, technically feasible or environmentally acceptable.  As you will be 
aware those authorities with responsibility for minerals planning and safeguarding will 
have identified where they consider minerals of national importance are present in your 
area and related policy considerations.  As part of the planning process consideration 
should be given to such advice in respect of the indicated surface coal resource. 
 

It is noted that the Neighbourhood Plan does not proposed to allocate any new sites for 
future development in the area. On this basis the Planning team at the Coal Authority 
have no specific comments to make on the document. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

http://www.energynetworks.org.uk/


Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan:  Consultation Statement (November 2023) 
 

115 | P a g e  
 

Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Amble Town 
Council  

A comprehensive document which clearly defines how the policies within the 
Northumberland Local Plan apply to the parish of Warkworth.   
 

It also contains ideas and aspirations for the community’s social and economic 
development which, while not enforceable within the boundaries of a neighbourhood 
plan, are a good template for community groups to strive to attain. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Northumberland 
Estates 

Thank you for the opportunity to allow Northumberland Estates to provide comments 
on the Warkworth Neighbourhood Development Plan (WNDP).  
 

Northumberland Estates is fully supportive of local communities promoting and 
adopting Neighbourhood Development Plans to assist in ensuring a sustainable future 
for all.  Indeed, Northumberland Estates has been actively involved with and supported 
the adoption of a number of Neighbourhood Development Plans over recent years.  
 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states at paragraph 7 that “the purpose 
of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.” 
Paragraph 8 goes on to state that “Achieving sustainable development means that the 
planning system has three overarching objectives, which are interdependent and need 
to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so that opportunities can be taken to secure 
net gains across each of the different objectives)”.  These three interdependent 
objectives focus on economic, social and environmental areas.  
 

Paragraph 9 goes on to say that “Planning policies… should play an active role in guiding 
development towards sustainable solutions, but in doing so should take local 
circumstances into account, to reflect the character, needs and opportunities of each 
area.”  
 

Northumberland Estates considers that the WNDP does not fully contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development as set out in the NPPF.  It is considered that 
the WNDP is a plan which unfortunately restricts sustainable development. 
 

Noted, no amendments required in 
response to this element of the 
representation.  The parish council however 
disagree that the plan does not fully 
contribute to the achievement of sustainable 
development.  This will be demonstrated in 
the basic conditions statement that will 
accompany the submission draft plan. 
 

AONB Partnership  Thank you for consulting the AONB Partnership team on the draft plan. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Marine 
Management 
Organisation  

Thank you for including the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) in your recent 
consultation submission.  The MMO will review your document and respond to you 
directly should a bespoke response be required.  If you do not receive a bespoke 
response from us within your deadline, please consider the following information as the 
MMO’s formal response.  [details attached regarding functions and role] 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

SSA Planning  Thank you for your notification.  I have no comments to make on the plan but please 
keep us informed. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Hermitage Farm No comments. Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Warkworth Golf 
Club 

No comments Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Environment 
Agency  

Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the above Neighbourhood Plan.  
We are a statutory consultee in the planning process providing advice to Local 
Authorities and developers on pre-application enquiries, planning applications, appeals 
and strategic plans. 
  

Based on the environmental constraints within the area and as the plan does not 
allocate specific sites for new housing development, we have no detailed comments to 
make in relation to your plan at this stage.  However, together with Natural England, 
English Heritage and Forestry Commission we have published joint advice on 
neighbourhood planning which sets out sources of environmental information and 
ideas on incorporating the environment into plans. This is available at: 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http://cdn.environment-
agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Excellent document, Sian & the NP team have undertaken a monumental task & 
produced a fine document. 
 

Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 
 

Thank you for all the work! Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/cdn.environment-agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/cdn.environment-agency.gov.uk/LIT_6524_7da381.pdf
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Tim Gray 
(resident) 

First, I would like to thank and congratulate the NP team for the immense amount of 
work that it must have taken to assemble this draft plan.  The only other comment I 
would make is about the length of the document.  Knowing nothing about the 
requirements for an NP, I was surprised by the number of pages taken up with 
recapitulation of the survey findings, sometimes repetitively, and references to county 
and national planning law.  The real meat of the document, in terms of a plan that will 
guide future action, is contained in the policies (W1-6).  I appreciate that the survey 
findings, planning law etc, provide the necessary context but I worry that the excellent 
distillate of all this into the key elements of the plan, i.e. the policies, is somewhat 
overwhelmed. I had expected that rather more of the contextual material would be in 
background/supporting documents so that the real substance could shine through 
clearly in a more concise plan document.  I am very conscious that my ignorance of the 
NP process may mean this comment is entirely misplaced and if so I do apologise. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted.  
The level of information contained within the 
plan is considered appropriate in which to set 
the context for the planning policies.  The 
foreword is intended to summarise the key 
elements of the plan.  Amend the foreword 
to include page reference numbers for the 
policies.  Further detail is contained within 
background papers.   
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Thank you to the group who has produced this very comprehensive draft, which I think 
is very impressive, and if adopted and well implemented will lead to a thriving 
sustainable community whilst preserving the features which we enjoy today. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

The plan is very clear and well written.  It should be noted that consultant respondents 
are self-selecting.  Has anyone actually asked older children what facilities they would 
like?  Is it only retired people supporting a business hub, for example.  Thank you for all 
your hard work to develop the plan 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  Children were 
specifically asked their views in the first 
survey and in addition, two have responded 
to the consultation on the draft plan. 
 

E Davies 
(resident) 

Where does Mariner’s view and Gloster Hill figure in these plans? Noted, amend paragraphs 4.7-4.9 and figure 
5 to explain that Mariners View and Gloster 
Hill lie within the parish boundary but sit 
within the Amble settlement boundary as 
defined within the Northumberland Local 
Plan.  Future development proposals in these 
areas would still be required to accord with 
the relevant policies contained within the 
neighbourhood plan e.g. policies W1 on 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
design, W2 housing needs and W6, 
sustainable transport.  The plan takes 
account of residents’ views in asking for a 
crossing of the A1068 at The Wynd (CA16) 
and designating The Braid as a LGS (W3) 
 

Luke Curry (age 
14 – resident) 

I think that the plan is fabulous, and I particularly like the idea of traffic management 
and the implementation of a 20mph speed limit 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Thank you for the hard work involved in developing this comprehensive and positive 
plan, I have lived in the locality all my life and feel sad to see how the area and the 
community are changing, for example increased traffic/speeding, growth in holiday lets 
and lack of opportunity for those born and bred in the village.  This plan offers a glimmer 
of hope that Warkworth will not be ruined like several other Northumberland coastal 
villages. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

The plan is comprehensive and encouraging for the future of the Parish.  It’s crucial that 
this plan is implemented.  I’ve lived in the local area for 50 years since I was born.  The 
Parish has hanged significantly in the last few years with the rise in second 
homes/holiday lets.  The community is crumbling away and few people seem to be 
profiting financially., whilst many are suffering the unaffordable house prices, parking 
problems and loss of community. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Would be nice to see some targets and deadlines. Also information on current and 
future partnerships, sponsors, funders would be good. Also would be interested to 
know if housing developers and providers are to be involved in local plan and at what 
capacity? Otherwise it’s very thorough and part impressive, sense a few gaps 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  Given the nature of 
the planning policies it is not considered 
appropriate to include targets and deadlines, 
all policies will be applied to all relevant 
development proposals.  The success of the 
plan will be monitored by the parish council 
who may decide to review the whole plan or 
elements of it.  Landowners (who include 
developers) have been consulted on the 
neighbourhood plan.  The parish council will 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
continue to work with the AONB Partnership, 
NCC and Historic England.   
 

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

I am responding to the request for input on the Neighbourhood Plan by a further email 
rather than by filling in the form.  This is because some comments relate to my previous 
email to you which is set out below. 
 

First of all I was delighted to see the progress you have made with the project which is 
clearly very worthwhile.  The plan in general The background information is very 
interesting and there is much in terms of the proposals which I greatly welcome. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Policies Map 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

It would be helpful if the Draft Policies Maps could be incorporated in the 
Neighbourhood Plan itself so as to avoid readers confusing the Local Plan maps for the 
Neighbourhood Plan maps. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  Given the 
size of the parish the maps would not be 
legible if they were included within the plan 
itself.  Once the plan is adopted by NCC the 
policies maps will be available as layers on 
the interactive mapping held by NCC.  The 
neighbourhood plan will sit alongside the 
local plan as part of the development plan for 
the area. 
 

Foreword  

Northumberland 
County Council  

Final paragraph – Suggest revise text to make it clear that it is registered electors in the 
Parish who will be able to vote in the referendum (unless a wider area is specified by 
the Independent Examiner due to policies in the Plan having a direct impact on those in 
adjacent Parishes). 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Section 1 – Introduction 

Policy/ paragraph General 

Northumberland 
Estates 

The WNDP does not mention the potential for generation of power from renewable 
energy sources.  This is something that could be covered in the WNDP. 
 

Comments noted.  There are detailed 
policies contained within the local plan on 
renewable energy and whilst it is not 
necessary to repeat this within the 
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neighbourhood plan, policy W1 will be 
amended to include reference to embedding 
renewable energy.   
 

Policy/ paragraph Figure 1 

Northumberland 
County Council  

These may need to add the following: 
“© Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100049048” 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Section 2 – Background to Warkworth Parish 

Policy/ paragraph General 

Amble Town 
Council  

Tourism may have some negative effect but it has been acknowledged that this is an 
employer of 20% of the residents and therefore any policies will need to be carefully 
considered so as not to act against this aspect. 
 

The age structure graph of the population clearly shows a majority of residents are 45 
years or above.  The personal data of the respondents states ‘The majority of 
respondents (62%) were over 65 years old, and the least represented demographic were 
aged 16- 24 with only 2 respondents.’  Analysis therefore shows that approximately 241 
responses were from the over 65s and so it follows 144 responses were from those aged 
between 25 and 64. However as those aged 44-64 are more than double those aged 25-
44 it could be possible that less than a third (approx. 48) were from those aged 25-44. 
This is the group who are statistically more likely to grow their families and/or move 
areas- the very people most likely to be needed to follow through on the realisation of 
the aspirations of the plan over the timeframe.  
 

Although it is clear the plan would hope to encourage more younger people and 
families, many areas and conclusions are based on the responses of those over 45 years 
and therefore could lead to a bias towards the views they expressed- e.g. housing, 
community facilities- which are not necessarily those which will help the parish to 
remain a vibrant and viable flourishing community. Whilst the community responses 
are of vital importance to any neighbourhood plan, any analysis and conclusions need 
to bear in mind that responses lean towards this age range. 
 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The plan 
is not suggesting that tourism is bad for the 
area, it highlights that there are some 
negative impacts that can be managed 
through the planning process as well as 
appropriate community actions.  With regard 
to the comments on the ages of those people 
who have responded to the residents’ survey 
this is only one element of the information to 
inform the contents of the neighbourhood 
plan.  For example, the housing needs 
assessment provided helpful evidence on 
how the population of the parish is projected 
to change in the future and the impact of this 
on housing needs. 
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Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 2.18 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Comment from NCC Public Health: 
Paragraph 2.18 points to the coast and castles national cycle route passing through 
Warkworth.  This is likely to bring passing trade into the parish benefiting many of the 
restaurants and cafes.  4.3 highlights the response from the residents' survey and the 
concerns regarding carbon footprint and renewable energies with electric charging 
points as potential solutions. With the rise in the sales of E-Bikes (which require 
charging), has the plan given thought to E-Bike charging points in the parish which could 
be used along the coast and castles route?  This may attract more cyclists to re-charge 
in the parish and lead to further investment from tourism into the local economy. 
 

Comments noted.  E-bike charging points 
have been considered.  Amend community 
action 15 so that it is relevant to all parking 
(not just for cars) and include action to 
consider opportunities for electric bike 
charging.   

Policy/ paragraph  Key issues 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan for the following 
reasons: The two main issues identified by the local community in the initial survey 
stages of the Plan (Fig. 4) were: a) that any new housing should meet local needs rather 
than be used for holiday accommodation; and b) that green spaces and natural habitats 
should not be lost (See W3). In relation to the former, the Neighbourhood Plan policy 
provisions seem mainly aspirational since no new land is allocated for development 
outside the settlement boundaries. However, Policies W1 (Design), W2 (Housing Needs) 
and W4 (Conservation Area), provide sound guidelines to safeguard the community 
interest in the event of such development arising. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  The policies are not 
considered to be aspirational.  Consideration 
was given to the allocation of land for 
housing development, however, as a result of 
the identified need, it was considered that it 
would be more appropriate for such 
development to come forward on a rural 
exception site (outside the settlement 
boundary and to deliver affordable housing 
to meet identified local needs). 
 

Section 4 – Sustainable development and climate change  

Policy/ paragraph Figure 4 

Northumberland 
County Council  
 

Typing error. Text should read: “Local carbon footprint” Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 4.9 

Northumberland 
County Council  

The Northumberland Local Plan sets a requirement for Warkworth Parish to provide for 
a minimum 70 net additional dwellings over the period 2016-2036.  However, 
monitoring shows that there have been 127 completions in the first 6 years of the plan 

Comments noted, amend to add further 
detail. 
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period; there is therefore no residual need for the neighbourhood plan to seek to 
allocate any additional sites for housing.  This is referred to at paragraph 5.2, but it also 
adds weight to the decision to not review the settlement boundary through the 
neighbourhood plan; it could be useful to also reference this in paragraph 4.9. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

My concern relates to section 4.9 (p18 of the plan). Here it leaves management of 
housing development outside the existing settlement boundary to policies within the 
local plan. However, likely areas to be suggested for further development are outside 
the current boundary, i.e. those to the south of the new Guildens estate, to the south 
of The Steadings and perhaps to the south-west of Montague Gardens. Wouldn't it be 
very valuable for any such development to be subject to the excellent criteria set out in 
W1 and W2? For that reason I think it could be worth considering amendment of the 
current boundary, even though I can see that determining exactly where an amended 
boundary should be, and providing a compelling rationale for it, would be difficult. 
 

Comments noted, amend to explain that part 
of Amble settlement boundary lies within the 
parish.  Policy W1 and W2 apply to 
development across the parish, not just that 
which takes place within a settlement 
boundary. 

Policy/ paragraph Figure 5 

Northumberland 
County Council 

These may need to add the following: 
“© Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100049048” 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Policy W1:  Design 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Criterion (a) states that design should reflect “the incremental and phased development 
of the neighbourhood area”. It is clear that incremental development would reflect the 
way that the settlement has developed in the past and is therefore locally distinctive as 
an approach. Given the tightness of the settlement boundary, it is difficult to see how 
criterion (a) could be applied to development proposals. It is suggested that 
consideration is given to amending the text to provide clarity. 
 

Criterion (c) refers to the heritage assets, which are so key to the local distinctiveness 
of Warkworth.  Even though there is a separate policy on the Warkworth Conservation 
Area, consideration could be given to the inclusion of a reference in W1 to design which 
conserves its integrity. 
 

Comments noted, whilst it is acknowledged 
that the settlement boundary would restrict 
the development of market housing, given 
the housing needs, there could be an 
application for a rural exceptions site in the 
future on the edge of the settlement.  Policy 
W1 would be applied to any such 
development and the parish council would 
want to see such a development reflect this 
character.   Amend the first paragraph of the 
policy and criterion ‘c’ as suggested. 
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The words “conserve and enhance local distinctiveness” appear in the first paragraph. It 
is unclear what is meant by this, and the criteria within the policy seem to seek to 
maintain the current situation.  It is considered that the text could be revised to read: 
 

“Development should conserve and enhance local distinctiveness by demonstrating 
demonstrate high quality design, where appropriate and relevant to the development, 
by:” 
 

AONB Partnership  The policy is supported and the design aspects covered are comprehensive. The 
following comments are made.  
1) Other Neighbourhood Plans in the Northumberland Coast AONB have found it useful 
to reference the Northumberland Coast AONB Design Guide for the Built Environment. 
The AONB Partnership would support reference to our Design Guide in the Warkworth 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It should be noted the Design Guide is currently being refreshed.  
2) There appears to be some duplication between W1h and W1p. There is no definition 
of 'sufficient' parking or how needs should be assessed. Other NPs had suggested use 
or modification of NCC's parking standards, where parking issues are acute.  
3) W1m covers external lighting - tranquillity and protection of the dark skies of the 
AONB could be added here in addition to residential amenity and wildlife.  
4) W1q - in relation points above, light could be added to list of levels of pollutants. 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested to:  

• include reference to the AONB Design 
Guide 

• amend criterion ‘h’ and ‘p’ to remove 
duplication and add detail regarding 
parking standards contained within the 
local plan 

• include reference to tranquillity, dark 
skies and light pollution.  

 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy.  Include solar panels, rain water tank in new builds; developers to 
improve existing village 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  It is not 
possible for a neighbourhood plan to require 
the installation of solar panels etc in new 
build developments.  The policy does 
however support development which 
demonstrates a commitment to sustainable 
design and construction. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.  Very comprehensive Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Winlow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Welcome the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 
 

Support the policy.  In particular energy efficiency and renewable energy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.  In particular energy efficiency and renewable energy 
I think this policy is excellent, even if its scope is very ambitious. 

Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Sustainable design and construction must allow for highly insulated timber frame/triple 
glazed window designed for solar gain/solar PV on roof which will not necessarily result 
in ‘traditional’ looking buildings, but can nevertheless be designed sympathetically to 
fit in with their surroundings.  Use of green rooves to be encouraged 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  It is not possible for 
the policy to require specific types of 
sustainable design and construction. 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy 
H – protecting visual beauty of the village is key 
I – strong emphasis on appropriate drainage is essential 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy. Parking and cycling storage provision is a key part of this policy, as 
parking in the village is already a concern. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.  Feel very concerned about air,water,noise pollution. Speed of 
through traffic - lots of emissions and noise. Chimney smoke levels need monitoring. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
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Alice Good 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident – age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Supports the policy  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident – age 
14) 

Supports the policy  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Support the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Section 5 – Meeting housing needs 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 5.2  

Northumberland 
County Council 

The Northumberland Local Plan sets a requirement for Warkworth Parish to provide for 
a minimum 70 net additional dwellings over the period 2016-2036.  However, 
monitoring shows that there have been 127 completions in the first 6 years of the plan 
period; there is therefore no residual need for the neighbourhood plan to seek to 
allocate any additional sites for housing.  This is referred to at paragraph 5.2, but it also 
adds weight to the decision to not review the settlement boundary through the 
neighbourhood plan; it could be useful to also reference this in paragraph 4.9. 

Comments noted, amend to include revised 
completions data. 
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Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 5.4 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Comment from NCC Public Health:  Paragraph 5.4 identifies specialist accommodation 
is unlikely to be able to meet the demands placed on the parish by the growing rates of 
those aged 75+. If specialist accommodation is unable to cater for the older 
demographic of Warkworth, the ambitions outlined in Policy W1: Design will be of high 
importance. Reducing perceptions of fear and crime, creating well connected 
neighbourhood and environments and promoting sustainable modes of transport will 
all likely promote independence and community connectivity, possibly alleviating the 
need for more specialist accommodation. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 5.4d 

Northumberland 
County Council 

Comment from NCC Public Health: The relatively large number of second and holiday 
homes is likely to diminish the sense of local community as well as having a negative 
economic impact (with some holiday makers bringing things like groceries in from their 
place of origin). 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Northumberland 
County Council 

These paragraphs refer to the 20% threshold in Local Plan Policy HOU 10 that needs to 
be met before requiring any new Use Class C3 dwellings to be occupied solely as a 
principal residence, and not be used as a second or holiday home.  
 

It is important to note that, at present, the Local Plan Policy relies on the 2011 census 
information, which places Warkworth below the 20% threshold.  Currently therefore, 
Policy HOU 10 does not apply to Warkworth Parish. 
 

When the 2021 census data is published, it will allow an updating of the table that Policy 
HOU 10 relies upon, and the Policy would henceforth be applied to any parish that 
meets the 20% threshold. 
 

Warkworth Parish Council is seeking to rely on data that is yet to be published and which 
may not provide the evidence to justify applying Policy HOU 10 to development 
proposals for new dwellings in the neighbourhood area. 
 

If the Parish Council is confident that they have robust evidence to show that the 
percentage of non-permanent occupancy has crept above the 20% threshold – perhaps 

Comments noted, amend to include rural 
exceptions policy within the plan.  Also, 
explain that whilst within the settlement of 
Warkworth itself, predominantly the 
conservation area, there is likely a 
percentage of non-permanent occupancy 
that is above the 20% threshold there is 
limited space within the settlement 
boundary itself to develop new dwellings. 
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within the settlement of Warkworth itself? - we would advise including a policy in the 
neighbourhood plan that imposes the limitation, and that this could be seen to be in 
general conformity with the Local Plan. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 5.7 

Northumberland 
Estates 

The WNDP has not allocated any housing development land and just allocated Local 
Green Space (LGS).  Alongside this, our main concerns are with the evidenced housing 
need in the parish and therefore the length of time the WNDP is expected to last, up to 
2036.  
 

How does the Warkworth Parish Council expect to respond to the needs of the 
increasing ageing population and provide homes for young families, when the depleting 
housing stock is being sold as second homes?  There is pressure from second home 
ownership and holiday accommodation and combined with rising house prices it is 
unlikely that these groups of people looking for suitable homes and starter / affordable 
homes will be able to live in Warkworth Parish.  
 

67% of respondents to the survey were in favour of new housing if it was designed for 
older people and 70% were in favour if it was made affordable and designed as starter 
homes.  
 

Warkworth has a high percentage of over 65’s with 32% in 2011, this is greater than the 
20% across Northumberland as a whole.  This number will only have increased in the 
decade since.  This trend is predicted to continue into the future with estimates that in 
2039 the percentage of over 65s in Northumberland will have risen to around 35%. It is 
therefore recommended that more suitable accommodation for elderly people will be 
needed in this plan period.  
 

It is clear that there is a need for some form of housing development in the parish in 
the next 15 years. The WNDP fails to address these evidenced housing needs by not 
identifying any development sites of suitable scale or location.  There is no prospect of 
a rural exception site being delivered for small scale affordable housing in isolation.  
Furthermore, the settlement boundary has not been reviewed or amended to 
accommodate additional development with it being tightly drawn around the existing 

Noted, no amendments required regarding 
the allocation of sites.  The housing 
requirement for the parish, as identified in 
the local plan, has been significantly 
exceeded.  The housing needs assessment 
highlights that the most significant finding 
was the need for affordable home 
ownership.  The parish council considers the 
most appropriate way for this to be delivered 
is through rural exception sites.  Whilst local 
plan policy HOU7 provides a policy 
framework to support their delivery, the plan 
will be amended to include a locally specific 
rural exception sites policy. 
 

The parish council would welcome 
discussions with Northumberland Estates 
around opportunities to support the delivery 
of small-scale community led housing on NE 
land.  Amend the plan to include a specific 
community action on community led housing 
to demonstrate the commitment of the 
parish council.  
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village settlement boundary.  Northumberland Estates are also not aware of any 
available previously developed sites within Warkworth’s settlement boundary. 
 

Alice Good 
(resident) 

There is a huge lack of affordable housing in Warkworth, to buy or to rent.  The 
availability is also a significant issue, likely compounded by the extent of second homes, 
given it is a desirable area to live.  The more this continues, the greater the risk of loss 
of community – the same that has happened to many Cornish villages and indeed 
Craster and Alnmouth.  Last year a modest 2 bedroom semi-detached was up for rent 
at £1,000pm.  How is this affordable on local salaries? 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
significant issue of affordability is highlighted 
within the housing needs assessment.  The 
principle of the delivery of small-scale 
affordable housing schemes would be 
supported as rural exception sites. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Policy W2:  Meeting housing needs 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Policy W2, while very similar to Northumberland Local Plan Policy HOU 5, does add 
some local distinctiveness. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Amble Town 
Council  

The plan proposes no areas for large scale development however this could be the only 
type of housing which a developer will consider- in essence all development is 
dependent upon the actual developer’s desires and government dictates and it has 
been shown all too often that development cannot be governed by local policies despite 
neighbourhood plans.  
 

Population and Housing 1059 households of which 230 are non- permanent residences.  
The age of those who responded could be a deciding factor in the valued community 
facilities and other responses.  For example-this shows a higher percentage of non- 
children households and those over 45 years and over. This in turn could account for a 
higher percentage of those desiring smaller houses. However to retain and grow a 
vibrant community there should be a desire to accommodate more families.  
 

Consideration should be given as to whether further interaction to capture the views of 
those under 45 years is needed before submission. 
    

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
housing requirement for the parish, as 
identified in the local plan, has been 
significantly exceeded, this is why the 
settlement boundary is not proposed for 
extension and no housing sites are proposed 
for allocation.  The housing needs assessment 
highlights that the most significant finding 
was the need for affordable home 
ownership.  The parish council considers the 
most appropriate way for this to be delivered 
is through rural exception sites.  Local plan 
policy HOU7 provides the appropriate policy 
framework to support this. 
 

Opportunities were provided to all to 
comment on both the draft plan and to be 
involved in early engagement.  No members 
of the local community were excluded, 
however they cannot be forced to respond. 
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Northumberland 
Coast AONB 
Partnership  

The results of the housing needs survey and the housing needs assessment are really 
interesting and they clearly support the policy proposed. In regard to second homes and 
holiday homes, a point of clarification that HOU10 when referring to holiday homes, is 
not referring to holiday lets might be useful. This has been misunderstood elsewhere 
on the coast, and I am not clear from the plan whether 'holiday homes' in section 5.8 
means holiday lets.  I am assuming it does and, of course, often there can be crossover. 
It is easy to confuse HOU10 as meaning no more holiday lets once the parish is above 
20% threshold - this is not the case; for clarity, only new dwellings are require principal 
residency. Existing dwellings do not need planning permission to become second homes 
or holiday lets, and developers can still apply for permission for new build holiday lets. 
I think 5.8 is clear on this point (apart from clarification needed about holiday homes) 
but it might be worthwhile really stating this clearly that the Neighbourhood Plan is not 
a silver bullet for what is the most concerning issue for Warkworth residents. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend to ensure clarity regarding holiday 
homes and holiday lets and also reference to 
new build tourism accommodation. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy. Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Totally agree. Fewer 5 bedroom houses for elderly retired couples, more smaller 
houses, preferably affordable to assist in correcting the skewed age demographic. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 
 

The perception/reality of Warkworth being more desirable, and hence more expensive, 
than Amble may be correct.  It may not be possible/desirable to change this.  However, 
the two settlements are so close geographically, the parish boundaries indicate an even 
closer connection/overlap, and the services of Amble are so greatly used by Warkworth 
residents, that the housing needs/plans of both settlements should be considered 
together, so that the overall provision can be optimised. 
 

Comments noted, amend the plan to explain 
the Warkworth NP can only plan for 
development within the neighbourhood area 
(the parish boundary).  The local plan, when 
identifying the housing requirement 
considered the relationship between the two 
areas.  As Amble is the larger area, with more 
services and facilities and less constraints, it 
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was allocated a much higher housing figure in 
the local plan. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 
 

Local young people are not able to afford to live in Warkworth and consequently move 
away from the area.  Second homes and holiday lets often take housing stock but offer 
little to community life and often do not support local business 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The plan 
acknowledges that these are key issues and 
seeks to address them through the planning 
policies and community actions where 
appropriate. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 
 

I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan for the following 
reasons: The two main issues identified by the local community in the initial survey 
stages of the Plan (Fig. 4) were: a) that any new housing should meet local needs rather 
than be used for holiday accommodation; and b) that green spaces and natural habitats 
should not be lost (See W3).  In relation to the former, the Neighbourhood Plan policy 
provisions seem mainly aspirational since no new land is allocated for development 
outside the settlement boundaries. However, Policies W1 (Design), W2 (Housing Needs) 
and W4 (Conservation Area), provide sound guidelines to safeguard the community 
interest in the event of such development arising. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend to include locally specific policy on 
rural exceptions sites to add detail to local 
plan policy HOU7.  
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

The proportion of holiday let accommodation should be regulated to ensure an 
adequate supply of cheaper housing for local people. 

Noted, no amendments required.  Planning 
permission is not required to change the use 
of an existing dwelling to holiday 
accommodation.  Local plan policy HOU10 
requires that within parishes where 20% or 
more homes have been identified through 
the most up to date census as having no usual 
(permanent) residents, new dwellings will 
only be supported where they are to be 
occupied as a principal residence.  The 
housing needs assessment suggests that 21% 
of dwellings in the parish could now have no 
permanent residents.  If this is confirmed in 
the 2021 census data, then local plan policy 
HOU10 will apply to the parish.  If it is not 
confirmed, then the policy cannot be applied.  
The option of applying the policy to a smaller 
area, such as the conservation area was 
considered, but it was felt to be of little value 
as there is no space for new development in 
this area and the policy only applies to 
development that requires planning 
permission, rather than the use of an existing 
residential dwelling as a holiday or second 
home. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(resident) 

Agreed Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth (resident) 

It is hard to see where these may be appropriately positioned without unfortunately 
using areas that are to be protected as green spaces. 

Noted, no amendments required.  
Affordable housing could be built outside the 
settlement boundary on small rural 
exception sites. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Reduction is required in the number of houses allowed to be sold to 2nd home owners 
or holiday lets 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  Planning 
permission is not required to change the use 
of an existing dwelling to holiday 
accommodation or a second home.  Local 
plan policy HOU10 requires that within 
parishes where 20% or more homes have 
been identified through the most up to date 
census as having no usual (permanent) 
residents, new dwellings will only be 
supported where they are to be occupied as 
a principal residence.  The housing needs 
assessment suggests that 21% of dwellings in 
the parish could now have no permanent 
residents.  If this is confirmed in the 2021 
census data, then local plan policy HOU10 will 
apply to the parish. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Although I broadly agree with the stated policy, I believe there may be an omission. 
Paragraph 5.8 notes that 'local plan policy HOU10 requires that within parishes where 
20% or more homes have been identified through the most up to date census, as having 
no usual (permanent) residents, new dwellings will only be supported where they are 
occupied as a principal residence. As a result, there is no need to repeat this 
requirement within the neighbourhood plan.' However, it is not clear from the 
supporting text that the most up to date census does show that the relevant figure is 
above 20%. The figure above 20% seems to have come from 'a housing needs 

Support welcomed and comments noted.  
The 2021 parish level census results are 
awaited, however the evidence from the 
housing needs assessment suggests that 21% 
of the dwellings in the parish could now have 
no permanent residents.  Amend to provide 
further details on the position if the census 
does not identify that there are 20% or more 
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assessment'. In this case, the point may not be covered by the Local Plan Policy HOU10 
and may need to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan? 
 

homes.  Also include reference to new rural 
exceptions site policy. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Housing for local people and not expensive holiday lets. No more housing until 
infrastructure and facilities like overstretched doctors can catch up/be improved in 
advance 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Both the draft neighbourhood plan and 
Northumberland Local Plan include policies 
which would support the delivery of new 
housing to meet local needs.  The local plan 
also includes policies to ensure the 
infrastructure needs of new development are 
met. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Agree that any new housing should be only to meet identified needs - particularly for 
affordable housing, and small properties for older local people 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.  Essential to reflect the number of single person households – 
currently many single people living in large houses. NB 1 and 2 bedrooom properties 
are very attractive to AirBnB hosts (Airbnb not regulated) 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alice Good 
(resident) 

Housing needs assessed by second home owners should not be included. Not enough 
affordable rented/bought houses 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  It is 
understood that this comment may relate to 
the completion of the housing needs survey 
by 7 people who were not residents of the 
parish.  This is a very small percentage of the 
overall numbers of respondents (428).  The 
policy supports housing to meet identified 
local needs, not more second homes. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident - age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Delphine Currie 
(age 12 - 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (Residents 
of Bedlington) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy. Any new development must be primary residence only and will 
ideally be affordable for young people connected to the village. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to include locally specific policy on 
rural exceptions sites to add detail to local 
plan policy HOU7.    With regards primary 
residences, local plan policy HOU10 requires 
that within parishes where 20% or more 
homes have been identified through the 
most up to date census as having no usual 
(permanent) residents, new dwellings will 
only be supported where they are to be 
occupied as a principal residence.  The 
housing needs assessment suggests that 21% 
of dwellings in the parish could now have no 
permanent residents.  If this is confirmed in 
the 2021 census data, then local plan policy 
HOU10 will apply to the parish.  If it is not 
confirmed, then the policy cannot be applied.  
The option of applying the policy to a smaller 
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area, such as the conservation area was 
considered, but it was felt to be of little value 
as there is no space for new development in 
this area and the policy only applies to 
development that requires planning 
permission, rather than the use of an existing 
residential dwelling as a holiday or second 
home. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.  Any new development of housing must be primary residence and 
affordable for young people or suitable for older people. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, no 
amendments required.  Local plan policy 
HOU10 requires that within parishes where 
20% or more homes have been identified 
through the most up to date census as having 
no usual (permanent) residents, new 
dwellings will only be supported where they 
are to be occupied as a principal residence.  
The housing needs assessment suggests that 
21% of dwellings in the parish could now 
have no permanent residents.  If this is 
confirmed in the 2021 census data, then local 
plan policy HOU10 will apply to the parish. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident)  

Supports the policy, however the plan does not seem to be linked fully with the 
infrastructure needed to support housing needs e.g. Doctors, transport links, shop etc. 
Affordability - what does this mean. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, no 
amendments required.  The local plan 
includes policies to ensure that infrastructure 
required as a result of new development is 
provided. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 5.8 

Northumberland 
County Council 

Comment from NCC Public Health: The relatively large number of second and holiday 
homes is likely to diminish the sense of local community as well as having a negative 

Noted, no amendments required. 
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economic impact (with some holiday makers bringing things like groceries in from their 
place of origin). 
 

Northumberland 
County Council 

These paragraphs refer to the 20% threshold in Local Plan Policy HOU 10 that needs to 
be met before requiring any new Use Class C3 dwellings to be occupied solely as a 
principal residence, and not be used as a second or holiday home.  
 

It is important to note that, at present, the Local Plan Policy relies on the 2011 census 
information, which places Warkworth below the 20% threshold. Currently therefore, 
Policy HOU 10 does not apply to Warkworth Parish. 
 

When the 2021 census data is published, it will allow an updating of the table that Policy 
HOU 10 relies upon, and the Policy would henceforth be applied to any parish that 
meets the 20% threshold. 
 

Warkworth Parish Council is seeking to rely on data that is yet to be published and which 
may not provide the evidence to justify applying Policy HOU 10 to development 
proposals for new dwellings in the neighbourhood area. 
 

If the Parish Council is confident that they have robust evidence to show that the 
percentage of non-permanent occupancy has crept above the 20% threshold – perhaps 
within the settlement of Warkworth itself? - we would advise including a policy in the 
neighbourhood plan that imposes the limitation, and that this could be seen to be in 
general conformity with the Local Plan. 
 

Comments noted, amend to include rural 
exceptions policy within the plan.  The 
requirements of Policy HOU10 are 
understood.  The housing needs assessment 
suggests that 21% of dwellings in the parish 
could now have no permanent residents.  If 
this is confirmed in the 2021 census data, 
then local plan policy HOU10 will apply to the 
parish.  If it is not confirmed, then the policy 
cannot be applied.  The option of applying the 
policy to a smaller area, such as the 
conservation area was considered, but it was 
felt to be of little value as there is no space 
for new development in this area and the 
policy only applies to development that 
requires planning permission, rather than the 
use of an existing residential dwelling as a 
holiday or second home.  This will be 
captured within the submission plan.   

Northumberland 
County Council 

Typing error. Text should read: 
“…although current figures form from council tax records…” 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

I expect a number of the holiday lets are run as small businesses and do not attract 
business rates, neither are they paying council tax. Some means of ensuring a revenue 
stream from the people that benefit from our village but don't pay for it should be 
considred.  
 

Noted, no amendments required.  It is not 
possible for the neighbourhood plan to 
require payments from holiday let 
businesses, however the parish council are 
asking for voluntary contributions.  
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Section 6 – Distinctive natural, built and historic environment 

Policy/ paragraph General 

AONB Partnership  Thank you for consulting the AONB Partnership team on the draft plan. My only 
additional comment on the plan is about the wording in section 6, in particular about 
the AONB designation. Mention of the AONB is under the heading ‘natural 
environment’ however (sorry to split hairs!) it is something different. Perhaps this could 
solved by changing the title of this section to ‘Designations’ rather than ‘Natural 
Environment’? This would work better for 6.3 and 6.4 as ENV1-5 are not just about the 
natural environment. This nuance should be reflected in Aim 3 – that is title 
‘Environment’ but then goes on to talk about ‘natural environment’. 
 

Comments noted, amend to ensure the 
statutory purpose of the AONB are clearly 
explained, although it is considered 
appropriate to retain the split of headings 
within the plan to natural, built and historic 
environment. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Figure 6 

Northumberland 
County Council 

These may need to add the following: 
“© Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100049048” 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Policy W3:   Local green space  

Northumberland 
County Council 

Given the known health and social benefits of open green space Public Health would 
absolutely support Policy W3 and the long list of local attributes this policy looks to 
protect. 
The County Council as landowner has made the following comments in relation to sites 
within the Council’s ownership: 

• LGS04 – Play area – No comment 
• LGS08 – Millennium garden- No comment 
• LGS10 – Rotary Way – The County Council owns some but not all of this area. In 

addition, large parts of the proposed area are adopted highway protecting the 
footpaths and verges as highway.  We would be concerned if further 
designation restricted our ability to use the land as highway or to undertake any 
road improvement schemes. We would therefore ask that you look into this 
further before progressing with the proposed designation as to whether it is 
possible to make adopted highway a Local Green Space 

• LGS11 – The Braid – As with Plot 3, the County Council does not own all of the 
proposed area of Plot 4. A large area to the west side of the site is owned by 
Northumberland Estates. The majority of the County Council ownership is 

Support welcomed and comments noted.  In 
response to the comments regarding LGS10 – 
Rotary Way, amend to remove LGS 
allocation.  
 

It is acknowledged that part of LGS11 – The 
Braid is already designated as village green 
and is therefore protected.  However, given 
the importance of the area to the local 
community it is considered appropriate to 
propose its designation as LGS. 
 

The allocation of land as LGS does not grant 
access to land – therefore the allocation of 
LGS13 – school playing fields as LGS would 
not result in safeguarding issues. 
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already designated as village green, in theory already providing a high level of 
protection, so we accept the principle of designation of the County Council 
owned land within Plot 4 land. 

• LGS13 – School playing fields – The County Council owns the playing fields at 
the school. These are an operational part of the school and for safeguarding 
reasons the school needs to control all access to the site. The County Council’s 
Strategic Estates have stated that they are therefore not happy for these to 
designated as Local Green Space. 

• LGS18 – Birling Gap – No comment. 
 

Amble Town 
Council  

Whilst protection of local spaces is vital, the largest such area- the Braid- which borders 
Amble Parish requires greater emphasis on its importance and should include recent 
comments from NCC Officers about this.  The open landscape nature, the 
environmental habitat and the social/ recreational value of the area all need to be 
stressed much more. 
 

Comments noted, amend background paper 
to include more detail regarding the 
importance of the proposed allocation.   

Northumberland 
Estates  

Paragraph 101 of the NPPF is quoted in the LGS background paper, stating that 
“designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local planning of 
sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and 
other essential services.” The WNDP has not complied with Paragraph 101 because in 
designating LGS it has not complemented these with sustainable development relating 
to investment in sufficient homes etc.  
 

Paragraph 98 of the NPPF also states that “planning policies should be based on robust 
and up-to-date assessments of the need for open space, sport, and recreation facilities 
(including quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses) and opportunities for new 
provision. Information gained from the assessments should be used to determine what 
open space, sport and recreational provision is needed, which plans should then seek to 
accommodate.” Northumberland Estates questions whether there have been any up-
to-date assessments undertaken and if there is an evidenced need for this amount of 
LGS?  
 

Northumberland Estates support the designation of LGS in appropriate, well evidenced 
and defined locations but objects to blanket LGS designations without the balance of 

LGS11 – The Braid  
Whilst the site is large it is not considered an 
extensive tract of land when viewed in the 
context of the settlement of Amble and 
Warkworth.  It is accepted that the site is 
directly adjacent to Amble, however that 
does not mean it should not be included for 
protection within the Warkworth 
Neighbourhood Plan.  It is special to the local 
community of Warkworth and Amble 
therefore its protection is considered 
appropriate. 
 

The suggestion that the proposed allocation 
is inconsistent with the local plan designation 
as protected open space is incorrect.  The 
local plan is clear that local green spaces can 
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achieving economic, social and environmental objectives in the local area. 
Northumberland Estates questions how the designations have been used and whether 
the necessary criteria set out in the background paper have actually been met. 
Paragraph 102 of the NPPF explains that “LGS designation should only be used where 
the green space is:    
a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;   
b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, 
for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as 
a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife;  
c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land”  
 

It is considered that The Braid, near Amble (LGS11), Warkworth Golf Course (LGS12) 
and Birling Gap (LGS18) do not meet the criteria of paragraph 102, and therefore 
Northumberland Estates objects to their allocation.  
 

LGS11 – The Braid  
This site near Amble is extensive covering just over 15 acres. The site is right at the far 
southern boundary of Warkworth Parish and does not relate well or directly serve the 
community of Warkworth, nor is it in close proximity.  
 

The designation is also inconsistent with the Northumberland Local Plan allocation, 
which only has part of the Braid designated as protected open space on its policies map.  
 

The designation of the WNDP area goes right up to The Gut and includes land that is 
within the Amble Settlement Boundary and is not actually in Warkworth Parish 
Boundary. Northumberland Estates considers that the WNDP can not allocate land that 
is within the Amble settlement boundary and outwith Warkworth Parish – this is surely 
for Amble Town Council to be involved with. Has Amble Town Council been involved in 
the WNDP under the duty to cooperate with regards to this LGS allocation?   
 

Also, Northumberland Estates consider that Warkworth Parish Council are not in a 
position to effectively restrict development in Amble by designating LGS – this area is 
within Amble’s settlement boundary of the Local Plan and Northumberland County 
Council have acknowledged that development within the settlement boundary is 

be designated through neighbourhood plans, 
it is also entirely appropriate to identify land 
within a settlement boundary as local green 
space.  Also, the only land that is proposed for 
designation lies within Warkworth Parish – 
not Amble.  The parish/ plan area boundary is 
clearly shown on the policies maps (which 
were prepared by NCC). 
 

Amble Town Council were consulted on the 
draft plan and support the designation of the 
site as local green space.  It should be noted 
that the ‘duty to cooperate’ does not apply to 
neighbourhood plan making. 
 
LGS12 – Warkworth Golf Course 
Comments noted, amend to remove the site 
as LGS.   
 
LGS18 – Birling Gap   
It is considered that the site is not an 
extensive tract of land and that it is 
proportionate to the size of Warkworth.  
However whilst it is a haven for wildlife, in 
recognition that it is an agricultural field and 
could be cultivated the plan will be amended 
to remove the proposed LGS designation.  
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accepted in principle, seeing as it is a highly sustainable location. The WNDP can’t 
sterilise this opportunity for sustainable development.   
 

LGS12 – Warkworth Golf Course  
The Golf Course stretches for 1.3km in length along the coast and the designation covers 
nearly 45 acres. This can be easily described as an extensive tract of land.  
 

LGS18 – Birling Gap   
Birling Gap is outlined as a ‘small area of land’, however at nearly 8 acres this isn’t the 
case.   
 

It is also described as being ‘in the heart of the community’ but is positioned on the 
periphery of Warkworth in the north-eastern corner of the village and outside of the 
settlement boundary.  
 

The background paper also describes Birling Gap as having local historic significance due 
to its proximity to a cemetery and grade II listed chapel. These are well screened with 
vegetation and the space stretches so far north that much of the northern portion of 
the designation is a significant distance from the church.   
 

Ecological significance and richness of wildlife in the LGS’s, for spaces such as Birling 
Gap, is also queried as this site will be similar to neighbouring land. Northumberland 
Estates query if any recent ecological surveys have taken place to support this?  
 

Northumberland Estates have previously been in consultation with Warkworth Parish 
Council regarding the potential for a WNDP and provided our thoughts on development 
aspirations in August 2021 – see attached letter and plan. It is interesting to note that 
this agricultural field site was previously identified for potential development relating 
to the existing car park area and is now proposed to be protected under the LGS policy. 
Given its agricultural field status and location, any number of fields surrounding 
Warkworth could also be allocated as LGS.  
 

Northumberland 
Coast AONB 
Partnership  

I would propose the cemeteries be included, along with the small area opposite the 
entrance to the cemeteries, that forms a viewing platform over Warkworth. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
Cemeteries are protected by the church (and 
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law), so LGS designation would not add any 
further protection.  
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

The most important aspect of the Neighbourhood Plan is therefore the statutory 
protection it affords for Local Green Spaces (Policy W3). The designation of such sites is 
a matter which the recently approved Northumberland Local Plan (March 2022; paras 
14.35-7) devolves to Neighbourhood Plans and affords them protection akin to the 
Green Belt.  The accompanying Background Paper on Local Green Space records that a 
sizeable total of 252 respondents in the original survey supported the protection of The 
Braid for recreational purposes (Appendix 2, LGS11) and confirms its use and value as 
such. The Paper also demonstrates that all the designated LGS areas comply with 
National and County policy guidelines, not just those in Warkworth itself but also at The 
Braid, adjacent to Amble town. However, it is to be noted that, in respect of the latter, 
the LGS boundary has been more tightly drawn since the initial consultation draft was 
published in May of this year. The reasons have not been given (perhaps to exclude 
parking, boat club and recycling facilities) but the designated LGS area should, at the 
very least, include all the land defined as Protected Open Space in the NLP, as well as 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend the boundary of the site to be 
reconsidered and background paper to 
include more details regarding its importance 
to the local community.   
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the important green frontage to the A1068. Nevertheless, I welcome the fact that the 
core area of The Braid has been designated as a Local Green Space (LGS11). The Braid 
is a prominent and well-defined area of public open space immediately adjacent to the 
built-up area of Amble and is criss-crossed by a network of paths which are intensively 
used by the town’s residents as well as shoppers and walkers on the National coastal 
footpath coming from Warkworth and by visitors to the area. It is one of the few semi-
natural public open spaces in the town and has great recreational value as a walking 
circuit in a pleasant natural environment bounded by The Gut watercourse. Historically, 
the area comprised coastal marsh and mudflats which was subject to rubbish tipping by 
Amble District Council from the 1920s onwards. Eventually, the land (approximately the 
wider LGS11 area as defined in the May draft of the WNP) was sold on 1 February 1972 
by the Northumberland estate to Northumberland County Council for £1,000 with a 
covenant restricting its use to picnic and recreational activities. In September 1977, NCC 
then adopted a policy document “The Braid, Amble – Future Development Proposals” 
which allocated the eastern section for marina and related developments but 
designated the remaining western area as Public Open Space. In May 1978 planning 
approval was therefore granted by NCC for the use of The Braid for informal 
recreational purposes, car park, toilets and a footpath link across The Gut (Planning 
Application 78/A/87: Plan LA/R/1585A). The landfill and landscaping works were 
completed in the 1970s and the marina built in 1987. Meanwhile, for land management 
purposes, NCC transferred ownership of the western margin of The Braid to Alnwick 
District Council on 30 May 1979 for a nominal sum but subject to the same restrictive 
covenant that it be used for public recreational purposes only. Additional Braid land to 
the north of the current glass recycling area was also transferred to ADC for recreational 
purposes on 14 March 1983. Since then, all this land has been used as public open space, 
its network of mown paths being regularly maintained by the local authorities. 
Accordingly, The Braid (between The Gut and the Marina drive) was designated 
primarily as Public Open Space in the Alnwick District Wide Local Plan (1997), but 
allowing for some marina-related tourist development. Nevertheless, despite the 
adopted polices, restrictive covenants, and apparently in some secrecy, ADC sold the 
western margin of The Braid to Northumberland Estates (Hotspur Land Ltd) on 8 July 
2010 for £756,000 in order to facilitate an abortive supermarket development. 
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Although this portion of The Braid is still owned by Northumberland Estates, it has 
nevertheless continued to be freely used as public open space without hindrance or 
express permission, i.e. ‘as of right’. In the adopted Northumberland Local Plan most of 
The Braid is now designated as Protected Open Space but for for a ‘white’ margin along 
its western side, an anomaly which has arisen due to the particular circumstances of the 
granting of Village Green status to the majority of The Braid in 2009. At that time, there 
was a current planning proposal to construct an access road along the west side of The 
Braid to service a supermarket development at Braid Hill (Ref. A/2008/0002: the 
planning consent was not implemented and lapsed in May 2018). Under the provisions 
of The Commons Act 2006, the planning proposal, a ‘trigger event’, therefore meant 
that Village Green status could not be conferred on the western strip and it was 
therefore excluded from the VG designation at that time. Nevertheless, the distinction 
between the two areas is purely artificial and the whole of The Braid, east and west, has 
been used as public open space for over 40 years, as of right. The importance of the 
whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has recently been recognised, at 
officer level, by Northumberland County Council. In a recent Planning Committee report 
on a further proposal to build a road over The Braid to new housing development at 
Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL), the officer assessment concluded that 
“the proposed vehicular access across the Braid, together with the introduction of 
vehicular movements, would result in a visually intrusive form of development that 
would be out of character with the open landscape character of this area and change 
the overall nature and use of the Braid. As such, it would result in unacceptable harmful 
impacts on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider setting of the 
Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” And, furthermore, that “the proposed 
construction of the access road will result in the loss of an area of open space within 
the Braid. As such, even though the open space on which the proposed road is to be 
constructed is not in itself designated as Protected Open Space, Policy INF 5 
nevertheless requires evidence that it is either surplus to requirements or that the loss 
of open space is to be replaced. The applicant has not provided an Open Space 
Assessment and as such, no evidence has been provided to indicated that the open 
space is no longer required (para 8.12).” Some 200 objections had been received 
concerning the proposal, almost universally condemning development on The Braid, 
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and the application had been recommended for refusal including, inter alia, the above 
reasons. Although the planning application was withdrawn and the Committee report 
remained unconsidered, it confirms that the Neighbourhood Plan designation of The 
Braid as Local Green Space 11 would be likely to meet with NCC officer approval and 
would help safeguard a much used and valuable community asset. 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

The Parish is fortunate to have an existing designation of such spaces through AONB; 
SSSI etc. However the additional designation of "local green space" will assist greatly in 
the future. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Strongly support the whole of the Braid being allocated as LGS and would like to see 
those spaces adjacent to the car park and recycling area included also 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend boundary on the policies map and 
background paper to include the land south 
of the slipway access road.   
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially Policy 
W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and The Braid in 
particular. 
 

The Braid is extensively used by the town’s residents as well as shoppers and walkers 
on the National coastal footpath coming from Warkworth and by visitors to the area. It 
is one of the few semi-natural public open spaces in the local vicinity and has great 
recreational value as a walking circuit in a pleasant natural environment. I personally 
make extensive use of The Braid for walking my dog nearly every day and also for 
photographing the wildlife such as barn owls hunting over The Braid. I am surprised that 
the WPC Neighbourhood Plan does not acknowledge the clear social and environmental 
historic significance of The Braid. Once Amble’s municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the 
early 1970s, primarily through government funding, and it has been used ever since for 
public recreation. It now forms part of the ‘Amble History Trail’. It is now home to 
several of the Amble Bord Waalk sculptures and when all sculptures are installed will be 
part of the Amble Bord Waalk going across The Braid right across to the other side of 
Amble and Hauxley. It also hosts the ceremonial coastal beacon next to the Amble 
Marina. Part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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County Council to Northumberland Estates. However since the 1970s the land has been 
continually managed and mown by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland County 
Council and used extensively by the public who have had constant for open access to it. 
The importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has recently 
been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County Council. In a recent 
Planning Committee report on a proposal to build a road over The Braid to new housing 
development at Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL – now withdrawn), the 
officer assessment concluded that “the proposed vehicular access across the Braid, 
together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result in a visually 
intrusive form of development that would be out of character with the open landscape 
character of this area and change the overall nature and use of The Braid. As such, it 
would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The Braid itself 
and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

It is particulary important to me that The Braid, Amble is retained as an open public 
space 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

With regard to designating The Braid as open green space, I would like to make the 
following comments: • I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan, especially Policy W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces 
and The Braid in particular • I am not surprised that over 250 respondents in the original 
community survey supported the protection of The Braid given its prolific use for 
recreational purposes. It is extensively used by the town’s residents as well as shoppers 
and walkers on the National coastal footpath coming from Warkworth and by visitors 
to the area. It is one of the few semi-natural public open spaces in the local vicinity and 
has great recreational value as a walking circuit in a pleasant natural environment • I 
personally make extensive use of The Braid, using it daily to walk my dogs and relax in 
a calm, natural environment • I am surprised that the WPC Neighbourhood Plan does 
not acknowledge the clear social and environmental historic significance of The Braid. 
Once Amble’s municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the early 1970s, primarily through 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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government funding, and it has been used ever since for public recreation. It now forms 
part of the ‘Amble History Trail’ • It is now home to several of the Amble Bord Waalk 
sculptures and hosts a ceremonial coastal beacon • Although part of The Braid was sold 
in 2010 by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland County Council to Northumberland 
Estates, ever since the 1970s the land has been continually managed and mown by 
Alnwick District Council/Northumberland County Council and the public has had 
constant open access to it • The importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public 
open space has recently been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County 
Council. In a recent Planning Committee report on a proposal to build a road over The 
Braid to new housing development at Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL – 
now withdrawn), the officer assessment concluded that “the proposed vehicular access 
across the Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result 
in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out of character with the open 
landscape character of this area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As 
such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The 
Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” I 
would specifically request that, in the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan Local Green 
Space Background Paper, the clear social and environmental historic significance of The 
Braid is acknowledged in the comments section and that the relevant box in the chart 
is ticked.  
 

I completed a submission on the Warkworth Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan on line 
but had no acknowledgement that you had received it. 
  

Just in case it has gone astray, I would like to take the opportunity through this email to 
make the following comments: 
  

• I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, 
especially Policy W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and 
The Braid in particular 
• I am are not surprised that over 250 respondents in the original community 
survey supported the protection of The Braid given its prolific use for recreational 
purposes. It is extensively used by the town’s residents as well as shoppers and walkers 
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on the National coastal footpath coming from Warkworth and by visitors to the area. It 
is one of the few semi-natural public open spaces in the local vicinity and has great 
recreational value as a walking circuit in a pleasant natural environment 
• I personally make extensive use of it to walk my dogs and generally exercise 
• I am surprised that the WPC Neighbourhood Plan does not acknowledge the 
clear social and environmental historic significance of The Braid. Once Amble’s 
municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the early 1970s, primarily through government 
funding, and it has been used ever since for public recreation. It now forms part of the 
‘Amble History Trail’. I would specifically request that the Neighbpourhood Plan is 
amended to reflect The Briad’s historical significance. 
• The Braid is now home to several of the Amble Bord Waalk sculptures and hosts 
a ceremonial coastal beacon 
• Although part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council to Northumberland Estates, since the 1970s 
the land has been continually managed and mown by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council and the public has had constant open access 
to it 
• The importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has 
recently been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County Council. In a 
recent Planning Committee report on a proposal to build a road over The Braid to new 
housing development at Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL – now 
withdrawn), the officer assessment concluded that “the proposed vehicular access 
across the Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result 
in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out of character with the open 
landscape character of this area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As 
such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The 
Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

As one whose family have lived in, loved and enjoyed the area for many generations, I 
wholly support the designations numbered 1-19 as Local Green Spaces. They all jointly 
and severally make an important contribution, either to the overall visual appeal of our 
beautiful Parish, or to the life and recreation of its community. I support the community 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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actions proposed to protect both our environment and heritage. However, in common 
with many others at the present time, I have a particular concern about “The Braid near 
Amble” (LGS11), which has recently been under threat, following an application (now 
withdrawn) to construct a private access road across it. The Braid does of course meet 
the criteria for eligibility as defined in the relevant clauses. Whilst the Pre-submission 
Draft Plan concludes that it does not meet the "Historical Significance" category, I beg 
to differ. The stretch of coastline upon which it lies is rich in history and social 
significance - from the World War I Shipyard (where my own Grandmother worked) and 
where boat building began on the Braid at the end of the 18th century, to the re-wilding 
in the 1970s when its use as a landfill site ceased, through to today's "Amble History 
Trail" and splendid Bord Waalk sculptures. More than 200 objections to any incursion 
onto The Braid were formally lodged with Northumberland County Council by members 
of the public, and demonstrate the strength of local feeling in support of its 
preservation. This much-loved valuable space has been continuously used for over forty 
years for safe recreation, the majority of it having been formally registered as a Village 
Green through the efforts of local people in 2009. Regrettably, following a seemingly 
private arrangement, the then Alnwick District Council subsequently sold the remaining 
strip along the western edge to Northumberland Estates to provide access to a 
proposed supermarket development, which never took place, and permission for which 
has since lapsed. Throughout the intervening years, the latter portion has continued to 
form part of The Braid, be used by the public in the same way, and indeed has been 
maintained as part of the whole, with clear pathways regularly mown by 
Northumberland County Council at the public expense. The loss of The Braid as a public 
amenity, given its importance for recreation and safe access for pedestrians, cyclists, 
children and dogs, as well as its status as a wildlife habitat would be immeasurable and 
once lost, it can never be retrieved. Indeed its importance has recently been recognised 
by Northumberland County Council in a report recommending refusal of the (now 
withdrawn) application to construct a vehicle access as "a visually intrusive form of 
development out of character with the open landscape character of this area and 
(would) change the overall nature and use of The Braid. As such it would result in 
unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider 
setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB". It is therefore devoutly hoped that the 

Amend boundary to include all land south of 
the slipway access road  
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Neighbourhood Plan will formally designate the (whole) Braid as a Local Green Space 
and afford it the permanent statutory protection it deserves. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

I would include the land bounded by the A1068 and the track between the A1068 and 
the cemetery car park as a LGS. If this were developed the character of the entry to the 
village from the north would be significantly detrimentally affected. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required 
to the plan.  It is considered that the area 
referred to would be too large to be 
identified as local green space.  Land outside 
the settlement boundary is considered to be 
open countryside and would therefore be 
protected from development.  LGS 
background paper to be amended to include 
an assessment of the site. 
  

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

We fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially 
Policy W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and The Braid 
in particular. We would strongly suggest that the whole of the Braid site should be 
included in the proposed LGS designation to prevent any future development either on 
or across any part of this important natural asset. We are somewhat surprised that the 
Braid has not been recognised as having historical significance as part of the site 
evaluation as, although it may not directly compare with the historical significance of 
Warkworth Castle and other historic monuments, the Braid has been an important area 
for recreational activity since it was remediated using Government funding in the 1970s 
and now provides one of the few, large open green spaces in the Parish. A fact that is 
recognised by its use for public celebrations such as the Jubilee fireworks, as a home for 
one of the coastal beacons and, latterly as the location for a number of sculptures which 
form part of the Amble Bord Waalk and as part of the "Amble History Trail". 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend the boundary of the site to include all 
land south of the slipway access road and  
background paper to include more details 
regarding its importance to the local 
community.   

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tony Regan 
(Amble resident) 

I would like to request that the Parish Council does all in its powers to protect the area 
know as Amble Braid and falls with WPC’a jurisdiction. There is clear documentary 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
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evidence that this area, once quite an eyesore, benefitted from considerable national 
and local taxpayer investment to create a recreational facility that could be enjoyed by 
local people. WPC are uniquely placed to protect Amble Braid for the continued 
enjoyment of residents. There has been an attempt to build on this land, a move which 
if approved would take away a significant amenity that has been available to the local 
community for 50+ years. In taking steps to protect Amble Braid WPC can demonstrate 
a commitment to protecting an open space to be enjoyed by generations to come 
 

 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

For clarity, it would seem important to me to include, within the plan itself, the map 
showing all the Local Green Space areas (which are not all shown in Figure 7). 
 

Comments noted, amend to include a plan 
illustrating the location of all of the LGSs 
proposed for designation.   
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

I think the Burgage plots should be considered as key heritage assets.  Designating them 
simply as green spaces devalues their importance, which is national as well as local. 
More generally, the map showing the proposed green spaces that appears in the 
background document should be included in the NP itself. 
 

Comments noted, the local green space 
designation provides very strong protection.  
Amend policy W4 to refer to the importance 
of the Burgage plots as heritage assets within 
the conservation area and include a plan 
illustrating the location of all of the LGSs 
proposed for designation.    
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

To whom it may concern As a local resident I wish to express my support for all the 
policies contained in the draft neighbourhood plan. In particular policy w3 and the 
proposed allocation of the braid and other sites as local green space to be protected 
from development. The braid is an essential community amenity for recreation and has 
been extensively used in its entirety as such since the 70s. It is an area of natural beauty 
and is a vital wildlife habitat. The whole of the braid should be designated as green 
space to protect it from development and conserve it as the valuable recreational Space 
it is. Since the initial draft consultation the area boundary for the braid being proposed 
has been made slightly smaller, no longer including the area north of the marina road 
nor the small woodland area north of Rivergreen, if anything this should be re included 
as well, and I wholly support the areas being proposed. I personally walk on the braid 
daily, and jog weekly around the crisscrossing paths, and it is a vital amenity for exercise, 
fresh air and mental health. The braids value to our community was demonstrated by 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend the boundary of the site to include all 
of the land south of the slipway access road 
and background paper to include more 
details regarding its importance to the local 
community.   
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the over 250 respondents in the original community survey the were received in 
support of its protection and allocation as green space. Similarly the importance of the 
whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has recently been recognised, at 
officer level, by Northumberland County Council. The planning officer recommended 
against granting planning permission to the application 6 December 2022; Ref. 
22/1051/FUL. They concluded that the proposed vehicular access across the Braid, 
together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result in a visually 
intrusive form of development that would be out of character with the open landscape 
character of this area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As such, it 
would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenity. The application 
was subsequently withdrawn. I feel the braid has clear social and environmental historic 
significance having once been ambles tip, that was re-wilded in the 70s with 
government funding and has been used in its entirety ever since for public recreation. I 
remember walking my grandparents dog and having picnics there in the mid 1980s, and 
have enjoyed similar activities regularly there since and it is now part of the Amble 
history trail. There are also the new sculptures, the beacon and in recent years there 
has been several celebratory firework events that there is no other appropriate sites 
locally to host. Kind regards 
 

As a local resident I wish to express my support for all the policies contained in the draft 
neighbourhood plan. In particular policy w3 and the proposed allocation of the braid 
and other sites as local green space to be protected from development. The braid is an 
essential community amenity for recreation and has been extensively used in its 
entirety as such since the 70s. It is an area of natural beauty and is a vital wildlife habitat. 
The whole of the braid should be designated as green space to protect it from 
development and conserve it as the valuable recreational space it is. Since the initial 
draft consultation the area boundary for the braid being proposed has been made 
slightly smaller, no longer including the area north of the marina road nor the small 
woodland area north of Rivergreen, if anything this should be re included as well, and I 
wholly support the areas being proposed. 
I personally walk on the braid daily, and jog weekly around the crisscrossing paths, and 
it is a vital amenity for exercise, fresh air and mental health. 
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The braids value to our community was demonstrated by the over 250 respondents in 
the original community survey the were received in support of its protection and 
allocation as green space. 
 

Similarly the importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has 
recently been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County Council. The 
planning officer recommended against granting planning permission to the application 
6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL. They concluded that the proposed vehicular 
access across the Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would 
result in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out of character with 
the open landscape character of this area and change the overall nature and use of the 
Braid. As such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenity. 
The application was subsequently withdrawn. 
 

I feel the braid has clear social and environmental historic significance having once been 
ambles tip, that was re-wilded in the 70s with government funding and has been used 
in its entirety ever since for public recreation. I remember walking my grandparents dog 
and having picnics there in the mid 1980s, and have enjoyed similar activities regularly 
there since and it is now part of the Amble history trail. 
 

There are also the new sculptures, the beacon and in recent years there has been 
several celebratory firework events that there is no other appropriate sites locally to 
host. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

I agree with all the proposed protected sites. Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

We write in support of the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, in 
particular Policy W3 which affords protection for local green spaces including the Braid.   
As former residents of Warkworth for almost 20 years, we are fully aware that the Braid 
is well used by local residents and visitors alike, being one of the few semi-natural public 
open spaces in the area, even more so now that the Bord Waalk sculpture trail is being 
established along with the coastal footpath for walkers, the coastal beacon and the 
Amble History Trail. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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The site was re-wilded in many years ago primarily with Government funding and has 
been used ever since for public recreation.  Although Northumberland Estates acquired 
part of the Braid in 2010 it continued to be managed,  first by Alnwick District Council 
and then by the County Council, and the public has had constant open access to it for 
recreational purposes. 
 

The whole of the Braid has been recognised by the County Council as a valuable open 
space, and Northumberland Estates’ application to build a road across the Braid and 
build an overbearing mass of ugly housing at Braid Hill was recommended for refusal by 
NCC’s Planning Officer resulting in the application subsequently being withdrawn.  
  
Any development on the Braid or at Braid Hill would be visually intrusive in the open 
landscape and would permanently change the nature and use of the Braid itself.  There 
would be unacceptable impact on visual amenity, on recreational use and on wildlife, 
and would irreparably damage the Northumberland Coastal AONB as a whole. 
 

Geoff Grey 
(Amble resident) 

I fully support the policy, especially the statutory protection of the Braid as it is used 
extensively for public recreation 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Alice Good 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident - age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  Opposed to any development of Burgage plots to include pop-up or permanent 
campsites, shepherds hut Airbnb, and residential development where a plot adjoins the 
gardens of a house on the Butts, for example 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
allocation as local green space would prevent 
inappropriate development. 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

The protection of our valued green spaces is crucial and the plan does this well. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

It is very important to designate protected green space and the plan does this well. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident)  

A valuable resource for residents and visitors Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Carla Robertson 
(resident) 

I would be very grateful if yould consider my views concerning the Warkworth 
Neighbourhood plan. Having read the Local Green Space Background Paper I feel that 
there are another two areas which are of particular local significance due to its 
attractiveness, recreational value and its support of wildlife, flora and fauna and would 
appreciate it if you could look at adding these to your plan.   
 

The plan has already identified a small part of land between the back of Morwick Road 
and Mill Walk Wood ( Appendix 1,  no.16 ) however as I live in this vicinity I have daily 
evidence of the same criteria being met for the larger field and also the field behind it 
(the one with the electricity pylon in it) which is currently leased from The Duke by the 
Howie family but has been left to rewild for many years. A large number of local 
residents and visitors to Warkworth use these field and the public footpaths for 
recreation and thus are able to appreciate the stunning views of the castle and the coast 
and its tranquility away from the main roads and traffic, whilst doing so. I myself often 
see deer foxes and many birds including a spectacular snowy white owl which currently 
uses this whole area as a wildlife corridor.  
 

I have a video of the owl flying over part of these additional areas in the daytime which 
i recorded last year, unfortunately it exceeds the size to attach to this email but i can 

Comments noted, no amendments required 
to the plan.  The field behind Morwick Road 
is a large arable field, which is considered too 
large to meet the criteria for allocation.  
Whilst the field adjacent to Water Works 
Lane, is not as large, it is also an arable field.  
It is considered that the wildlife on the site 
has increased primarily as a result of it being 
left uncultivated for a few years The local 
plan includes several policies to ensure the 
protection and enhancement of the natural 
environment, particularly policy ENV2.  
Neighbourhood plan policy W1 requires new 
developments to incorporate measures to 
support species and habitats.  In addition, as 
both sites lie outside the settlement 
boundary they are considered open 
countryside and therefore would be 
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try and find another way to let you view it, if you would like, and I can confirm that is 
still living and hunting in the vicinity as i often see it and hear it most nights calling out 
when i'm in or around my house. 
 

If I can be of any further help please let me know. Kind regards 
 

protected from development.  LGS 
background paper to be amended to include 
the sites for assessment. 

Jim Watson 
(Amble resident) 

I would like my concern taken into consideration in the Warkworth neighbourhood 
plan.  I live in Amble and use The Braid almost every day. I'm an older less able widow 
with a dog and The Braid is very important to me.  It's a safe space, no traffic and so 
much of interest to look at regarding the birds and flowers. I do love to hear the skylarks.  
I am greatly troubled that Northumberland Estates want to take it to build roads on and 
what that would inevitably lead to.  The people who use this tranquil space need to 
protect it in its entirety for now and for the future.  It worries me that The Braid is not 
under the control of Amble.  Perhaps not many people in Warkworth use it or know 
about it.  It is such a valuable open space and needs greater protection. 
Please advise me if there is any more I can do in order to have my voice heard. 
 

I did take forms re neighbourhood plan from St Lawrences church but do not 
understand how to fill them in so all I can do is email. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
 

Ms Williamson 
(Amble resident) 

We enter 2023 having seen off the ghastly over-development of The Braid by 
Northumberland Estates.  Thankfully sense was seen and The Braid, a beautiful, natural 
green open space was saved- for now- from development.  
The Braid is a unique natural environment and is unequivocally described by the 
planning officer for Northumberland County Council. In the recent Planning Committee 
report on a proposal to build a road over The Braid for a new housing development at 
Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL – now withdrawn), the assessment 
concluded that “the proposed vehicular access across the Braid, together with the 
introduction of vehicular movements, would result in a visually intrusive form of 
development that would be out of character with the open landscape character of this 
area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As such, it would result in 
unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider 
setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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Going forward, it is even more important that it is protected for the enjoyment of future 
generations. 
My family and I therefore fully support the policies contained in the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan, especially Policy W3 as it would offer much needed statutory 
protection for Local Green Spaces and The Braid in particular. 
Recently having objected to the proposed development, because of the degradation of 
green space and it’s importance for the wildlife of this stunning area which we are 
fortunate to live I was not in the least bit surprised that such a huge number of people 
held the same strong opinion that The Braid was so important to many peoples hearts 
and minds and over 250 objections were made to development.  Therefore, it is very 
obvious that it does need protecting in order that it may not be unscrupulously 
developed in future.  
The Braid is used by many people, including my family for walking and recreation and is 
on the National Coastal path which passes right by our property on North Street.  It is 
lovely to hear comments from passers-by and visitors to the area as they realise the 
beautiful open views of the Marina, sea and Warkworth Castle.  
Our property and other close by are not fortunate enough to have a yard or garden, 
which makes this space even more valuable for residents of all terraced housing in the 
locality, for being able to get much needed exercise and fresh air (it’s bracing 
sometimes!). 
There is so little open space in the area, even towns within the area, such as Alnwick 
are becoming overly developed with loss of green space everywhere, please do not let 
this happen to our precious gem.  
The views of all residents made it even more surprising the WPC Neighbourhood Plan, 
so far, has not acknowledged the clear social and environmental historic significance 
that The Braid affords so many people. Although it was once a town council tip, the 
potential was seen and it was re-wilded by people who had a great foresight for how it 
could be.  Now, it even forms part of the ‘Amble History Trail’. 
It has been wonderful to see further additions to the area in the last 12 months, with 
the addition of the sculptures, which enhance the interest which visitors have in The 
Braid.  The Council has maintained it for the locals, tourists and wildlife making it an 
open space suitable for everyone. 
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This craze for a quick profit is a spectre which always seems to hang over local residents 
who live near such amazing open spaces and The Braid should now, without question 
be offered full protection.   
 

Sue Barton 
(Amble resident) 

I was interested to see the draft Neighbourhood Plan proposal for Warkworth and fully 
support the policies set out in the draft, particularly Policy W3 and the statutory 
protection it provides for local green spaces and the Braid in particular. 
 

 I have lived in the area for over 9 years and have used the Braid extensively on a daily 
basis when walking my three dogs.  It is hardly surprising that many respondents to the 
original Community Survey were in full support of the protection of the whole of the 
Braid area given that it is used extensively by residents and visitors alike for recreational 
purposes. It is one of the few natural open spaces in the area and is a valuable asset so 
far as recreational activities are concerned. 
 

It is surprising that the Neighbourhood Plan does not appear to acknowledge the very 
clear and environmental historic significance of the Braid.  The area was re-wilded in 
the 1970s primarily by government funding, having been used as a tip over very many 
years.  It has been used for public recreational purposes since then and now forms part 
of the Amble History Trail, and has recently seen the addition of a number of sculptures 
forming part of Amble Bord Waak 
 

it is acknowledged that whilst part of the Braid was sold  by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council  to Northumberland Estates in 2010, it has 
been continually managed  and pathways mown by Northumberland County Council 
since the 1970s, and the public has had continuous and constant open access to it. 
 
It is noted that the importance of the whole of the Braid as a valuable open space has 
been recognised at Officer level, by the Local Authority.  You will no doubt recall a 
Planning Application (Ref 22/1051/FUL), although now withdrawn, which proposed a  
vehicular access across the Braid.   You will, I am sure, be aware of the Case Officer’s 
conclusion regarding the unacceptable and harmful impacts on the visual amenities of 
the Braid and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend the boundary of the site to include all 
of the land to the south of the slipway access 
road and background paper to include more 
details regarding its importance to the local 
community.   
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In conclusion, I would request that the whole of the Braid be now included and the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan amended to reflect this.  It is vital that the whole of the Braid has 
statutory protection for our future generations, and this opportunity cannot and must 
not be squandered. 
 

Karen Griffin 
(Amble resident) 

I am just making my view heard re the Braid in Amble. 
Sorry I have cut and pasted it 
I support 
• the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially Policy W3 
and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and The Braid in particular 
• That you are not surprised that over 250 respondents in the original community 
survey supported the protection of The Braid given its prolific use for recreational 
purposes. It is extensively used by the town’s residents as well as shoppers and walkers 
on the National coastal footpath coming from Warkworth and by visitors to the area. It 
is one of the few semi-natural public open spaces in the local vicinity and has great 
recreational value as a walking circuit in a pleasant natural environment 
• (If appropriate) that you personally make extensive use of it (and how) 
• That you are surprised that the WPC Neighbourhood Plan does not 
acknowledge the clear social and environmental historic significance of The Braid. Once 
Amble’s municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the early 1970s, primarily through 
government funding, and it has been used ever since for public recreation. It now forms 
part of the ‘Amble History Trail’ 
• That it is now home to several of the Amble Bord Waalk sculptures and hosts a 
ceremonial coastal beacon 
• That while part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council to Northumberland Estates, since the 1970s 
the land has been continually managed and mown by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council and the public has had constant open access 
to it 
• That the importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space 
has recently been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County Council. In a 
recent Planning Committee report on a proposal to build a road over The Braid to new 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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housing development at Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL – now 
withdrawn), the officer assessment concluded that “the proposed vehicular access 
across the Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result 
in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out of character with the open 
landscape character of this area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As 
such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The 
Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9). 
Please can you try to protect the Braid 
It supports so much wildlife and it a beautiful place. 
We do not need tarmac, light pollution and more litter that I am always picking up with 
my litter picker. 
There are already youths sitting in the central wood littering it and that was set alight 
last year. 
We do not need a new road within it. 
Please make this part of your plan  Thank you 
 

Paul Dancer 
(Amble resident) 

I live 25 yards from the Warkworth Parish boundary in Amble, the Braid being 
immediately North of my property. 
 

I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially Policy 
W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and The Braid in 
particular. 
 

It is imperative that spaces such as these are fully protected from any form of 
development even road building, for example as recently proposed by Northumberland 
Estates. 
 

Over 250 respondents in the original community survey supported the protection of 
The Braid given its prolific use for recreational purposes. The planning application 
referred to was objected to by over 200 objectors, again showing the weight placed on 
the value of the open space in the Parish by residents. 
 

The WPC Neighbourhood Plan does not acknowledge the clear social and 
environmental historic significance of The Braid. In the table contained within the 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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supplementary documents, the box indicating whether the Braid has historic 
importance is ticked as a "No". This must be an error and corrected. Once Amble’s 
municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the early 1970s, primarily through government 
funding, and it has been used ever since for public recreation. It forms part of the ‘Amble 
History Trail, is now home to several of the Amble Bord Waalk sculptures and hosts a 
ceremonial coastal beaco 
 

While part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland 
County Council to Northumberland Estates, since the 1970s the land has been 
continually managed and paths mown by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland 
County Council and the public has had constant and more importantly unrestricted 
open access to it. 
 

The importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space has recently 
been recognised, at officer level, by Northumberland County Council. In a recent 
Planning Committee report on a further proposal to build a road over The Braid to new 
housing development at Braid Hill (6 December 2022; Ref. 22/1051/FUL), the officer 
assessment concluded that “the proposed vehicular access across the Braid, together 
with the introduction of vehicular movements, would result in a visually intrusive form 
of development that would be out of character with the open landscape character of 
this area and change the overall nature and use of the Braid. As such, it would result in 
unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider 
setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 
And, furthermore, that “the proposed construction of the access road will result in the 
loss of an area of open space within the Braid. As such, even though the open space on 
which the proposed road is to be constructed is not in itself designated as Protected 
Open Space, Policy INF 5 nevertheless requires evidence that it is either surplus to 
requirements or that the loss of open space is to be replaced. The applicant has not 
provided an Open Space Assessment and as such, no evidence has been provided to 
indicated that the open space is no longer required (para 8.12). 
Some 200 objections had been received concerning the proposal, almost universally 
condemning development on The Braid, and the application had been recommended 
for refusal including, inter alia, the above reasons. Although the planning application 
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was withdrawn and the Committee report remained unconsidered, it confirms that the 
Neighbourhood Plan designation of The Braid as Local Green Space 1 would be likely to 
meet with NCC officer approval and would help safeguard a much used and valuable 
community asset. 
 

I, as a local resident, albeit just beyond the parish boundary, but walk on The Braid on 
a twice daily basis with my dogs, as well as coming to Warkworth to regularly enjoy the 
river walks at The Stanners (where we recently owned a property for 4 years up until 
2020), and The Butts, wish to fully endorse the proposed safeguarding of all Local Green 
Space as clearly identified in the draft plan 
 

Thank you for all the work that has gone into producing this document and I wish it 
every success in its passage to full adoption. 
 

Jan Bending 
(resident) 

We fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially the 
statutary protection it affords for local green spaces and The Braid in particular. 
 

 We were not surprised that over 250 respondents in the local community survey 
supported the protection of The Braid given its popularity and prolific use for 
recreational purposes. It is extensively used by shoppers, both visitors and residents, 
thereby reducing traffic in the centre of Amble, as well as walkers on the National 
Coastal Path to and from Walkworth. 
 

Residents and visitors use it for recreational walking, gentle cycling and dog walking as 
it is one of the few semi-natural public open spaces in the vicinity. Its value as a pleasant 
natural environment cannot be overstated. As a family we regularly cross The Braid to 
shop in the town and often exercise our dogs there. My visiting family were horrified 
when I explained to them how close we were to having this amenity destroyed by a 
road. My daughter and family live in Warsaw where open spaces and parks abound. 
Most contain adventure playgrounds  with equipment to suit all levels of child expertise 
as well as  exercise equipment for adults . Clearly we as a country fall far below these 
standards of amenity . 
 

We are surprised that the WPC Neighbourhood plan does not acknowledge the social 
and environmental historic significance of The Braid. Once Amble's municipal tip, I 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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understand that it was re-wilded in the early 1970s, primarily through government 
fundin, and it has been used ever since for public recreation. It now forms part of the 
'Amble History Trail'. Furthermore, it is now home to several Amble Bord Waalk 
sculptures and hosts a ceremonial coastal beacon. 
  

 We understand that in 2010 part of The Braid was sold by 
AlnwickDC/NorthumberlandDC to Northumberland Estates but that nevertheless the 
land has been continually managed and mown by AlnwickDC /NorthumberlandDC and 
the public have had open and continual access to it. 
 

The importance of The Braid as a valuable public open space has recently been 
recognised at officer level by Northumberland  County Council. In a recent Planning 
Committee report on the above mentioned proposal to build a road over The Braid to 
a new housing development at Braid Hill (6/12/22; ref.22/105/FUL) the officer 
assessment concluded that: 
 

 'the proposed vehicular access across The Braid, together with the introduction of 
vehicular movements would result in a visually intrusive form of development that 
would be out of character of this area and change the overall nature and use of The 
Braid. As such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts on the visual amenities 
of The Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland Coast AONB' 
 

To the above assessment we would add the extra air pollution caused by the 
construction traffic and the eventual and inevitable increase in cars and delivery vans, 
the noise pollution caused by the same and the greatly increased risk to the health and 
safety of that residents and visitors  would have been exposed to had this development 
been approved. 
 

Holly Walker 
(Amble resident) 

I agree with the policies contained in the plan and as a resident a regular user of the 
Braid would like it to be designated as a Local Green Space. 
  

I and my family have and still do use The Braid for recreation daily since the 1970’s. We 
shared many happy times with friends and extended family on the Braid to mark 
important family and community events. 
  

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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I think the Braids social importance to individuals, the community and wider visiting 
population and its environmental history should be acknowledged and taken into 
account in the plan to maintain it in its current state as a green space. 
 

Stephen Roberts 
(resident) 

I write to support the policies set out in The Warkworth Parish Council Neighbourhood 
Plan in response to the public consultation. 
I am particularly pleased to see the designation of The Braid as Local Green Space. 
The whole of The Braid should be included as The Braid has effectively been used in this 
way since the 1970s and therefore The Braid should be recognised in its entirety within 
the plan. Please include these comments. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend boundary to include all of the land to 
the south of the slipway access road. 

David Grey 
(resident) 

As a local resident I wish to express my support for all the policies contained in the draft 
neighbourhood plan in particular policy W3 and the proposed allocation of the braid 
and other sites as local green space to be protected from development. 
1.       I support all the policies contained on the plan especially designating the Braid as 
local Green space. 
2.       The Braid has effectively ben used in its current way in its entirety since the 1970s. 
An area of natural beauty and rich in wildlife. 
3.       The Braid’s social environment history should be recognised within the plan. 
4.       Planning officers have recommended against granting permission to the 
application on 6th December 2022; Ref 22/1051/FUL, concluding that the proposed 
vehicular movements access across the Braid together with the introduction of 
vehicular movements would result in a visually intrusive form of development that 
would be out of character with the open landscape character of this area and change 
the overall nature and use of the Braid.  Resulting in unacceptable harm to visual 
amenity. The application was subsequently withdrawn. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
 

Ian Gladston 
(resident) 

I fully support the policies in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, in particular Policy W3 and 
the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and especially The Braid. 
As a local resident I walk across The Braid almost every day, to access the local shops 
on Amble High Street and as part of my longer walk for daily exercise. I It is great to 
have such a pleasant and green environment to enjoy the fresh air and nature. I see 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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many other local residents and visitors; there is a community feel as we greet each 
other. 
 

No wonder that the original community survey saw 250+ respondents support the 
protection of The Braid and that Northumberland County Council recently recognised 
the importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space. I am of course 
referring to the (now withdrawn) planning application 22/01051/FUL that included a 
proposal to proposed to build a road over The Braid to new housing development at 
Braid Hill.  The Officer recommendation to refuse the application included that “the 
proposed vehicular access across The Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular 
movements, would result in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out 
of character with the open landscape character of this area and change the overall 
nature and use of the Braid. As such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts 
on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 
 

I do find it surprising that the Neighbourhood Plan fails to acknowledge the social and 
environmental historic significance of The Braid. Government funding was used back in 
the early 1970’s to re-wild what was a rubbish tip and since then the public have had 
constant open access to it and have used it as a public recreation area.  It is part of the 
‘Amble History Trail’, has the ceremonial coastal beacon on it and now has 3 of the 
Amble Bord Waalk sculptures on it too. 
 

It is a public area which needs protection in it’s entirety. 
 

Lesley Gladston 
(resident) 

I fully support the policies in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, in particular Policy W3 and 
the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and especially The Braid. 
As a local resident I walk across The Braid almost every day, to access the local shops 
on Amble High Street and as part of my longer walk for daily exercise. I It is great to 
have such a pleasant and green environment to enjoy the fresh air and nature. I see 
many other local residents and visitors; there is a community feel as we greet each 
other. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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No wonder that the original community survey saw 250+ respondents support the 
protection of The Braid and that Northumberland County Council recently recognised 
the importance of the whole of The Braid as valuable public open space. I am of course 
referring to the (now withdrawn) planning application 22/01051/FUL that included a 
proposal to proposed to build a road over The Braid to new housing development at 
Braid Hill.  The Officer recommendation to refuse the application included that “the 
proposed vehicular access across The Braid, together with the introduction of vehicular 
movements, would result in a visually intrusive form of development that would be out 
of character with the open landscape character of this area and change the overall 
nature and use of the Braid. As such, it would result in unacceptable harmful impacts 
on the visual amenities of The Braid itself and the wider setting of the Northumberland 
Coast AONB (para 8.9).” 
 

I do find it surprising that the Neighbourhood Plan fails to acknowledge the social and 
environmental historic significance of The Braid.  Government funding was used back in 
the early 1970’s to re-wild what was a rubbish tip and since then the public have had 
constant open access to it and have used it as a public recreation area.  It is part of the 
‘Amble History Trail’, has the ceremonial coastal beacon on it and now has 3 of the 
Amble Bord Waalk sculptures on it too. 
 

I understand that whilst part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District 
Council/Northumberland County Council to Northumberland Estates, the land has been 
continually managed and mown by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland County 
Council since the 1970’s. It is a public recreation area that should continue to be 
protected. 
 

Jill Dancer (Amble 
resident) 

I am a local resident living just beyond the parish boundary and walk my dogs twice a 
day on The Braid as well as taking them to Warkworth for river walks. 
 

I fully support the policies contained in the draft Neighbourhood Plan, especially Policy 
W3 and the statutory protection it affords for Local Green Spaces and The Braid in 
particular. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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It is vital that these spaces are fully protected from any form of development, including 
road building. 
 

Over 250 respondents in the original community survey supported the protection of 
The Braid given its prolific use for recreational purposes. A recent planning application 
submitted by Northumberland Estates received over 200 objections, showing the 
weight placed on the value of the open space in the Parish by residents. 
 

The WPC Neighbourhood Plan does not acknowledge the clear social and 
environmental historic significance of The Braid. In the table contained within the 
supplementary documents, the box indicating whether The Braid has historic 
importance is ticked as a "No". This must be an error and corrected. 
 

Once Amble’s municipal tip, it was re-wilded in the early 1970s primarily through 
government funding and has been used ever since for public recreation. 
 

It forms part of the Amble History Trail, is home to several of the Amble Board Walk 
sculptures and hosts a ceremonial coastal beacon. 
 

While part of The Braid was sold in 2010 by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland 
County Council to Northumberland Estates, since the 1970s the land has been 
continually managed and paths mown by Alnwick District Council/Northumberland 
County Council and the public has had constant and unrestricted open access to it. 
 

I wish to fully endorse the proposed safeguarding of all Local Green Space as clearly 
identified in the draft plan. 

James Potts 
(Amble resident) 

To who it may concern, l support all the policies contained on the plan especially the 
designating the braid as local green space. 
The braid has effectively been used in this way in it entirely since the 1970s. 
The Braid social environmental history should be recognised within the plan. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
 

Eileen Regan 
(Amble resident) 

I write as a concerned local resident in order to endorse all the policies as they appear 
on The Warkworth Parish Council Plan, especially the proposal that The Braid be 
designated as a local Green Space. I have it thus to walk my dogs since arriving in Amble 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend background paper to include more 
detail of the importance to the local 
community, historic and wildlife value. 
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seven years ago, secure (I thought) in the knowledge that, having been used as Green 
Space for over 59 years, it would remain so. 
Acknowledgement of its facility as a Green Space for half a century should be contained 
within the Plan. 
 

 

Phil Derry – 
Chairman WCC 

LGS06- WCC took an extra piece of land from Northumberland Estates directly behind 
the clubhouse from Northumberland Estates.  Can this be amended to show this? 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 

Amble Marina 
Limited 

Thank you for taking the time to meet at Amble Marina on Thursday 7th December 2022 
– it was very much appreciated and I understand that we were simply missed from the 
original letter drop. 
  

In brief my concerns with the Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan are: 
  

It is difficult enough to be a small business in the modern climate without yet more 
levels of bureaucracy being levelled on top of us, despite good intentions of the WNP 
we feel that as owner of part of the Braid demarcated as Village Green we already have 
one layer of legislation (Section 29 of the Commons Act 1876, together with section 12 
of the Inclosure Act 1857) to deal with in its total refusal to permit any development 
which must be dealt with directly with The Planning Inspectorate, superseding the local 
authority. We would love to see the Braid as more than just an ecologically poor habitat 
for rats and dog muck.      
  

Please ensure that the WNP is working to the most up to date boundaries – VG75 
(Village Green 75 The Braid, Amble) was altered to reflect a more practicable boundary 
on 12th November 2019 granted by The planning Inspectorate, a simple process that 
took three years and many thousands of pounds in costs – see attached plan. 
  

With regards to the Green Space on the gardens to the rear of Elm Grove – halfway a 
long The Butts, whilst I can agree with my immediate neighbours that to see the gardens 
purchased as a job lot and developed with 60 houses would be excessive and 
exceedingly unlikely; we have considered the back garden to be the ideal location 
should we need to build a low impact small bungalow as a place for an elderly relative 
requiring a safe but independent space and the lines drawn would not permit this or 
even consider it. 

Noted, no amendments required.  National 
planning policy allows local communities, 
through their neighbourhood plans, to 
identify areas which are of great importance.  
It is clear from the preparation of the plan 
that both The Braid and The Burgage plots 
are highly valued by the local community.  An 
assessment of these areas against the 
requirements of national planning policy and 
guidance highlights that they would be 
appropriate for designation as local green 
space.  The allocation as local green space 
would not prevent development which 
would protect the reasons for designation, 
however a new dwelling would be 
inappropriate development.  The boundaries 
of the Braid have been checked and 
incorporated into the plan. 
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It shows Warkworth to be a rather unwelcoming ‘nimby-ing’ Parish rather than one we 
would want to remain in – but we could always abandon the house to become another 
holiday let 
 

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

The Butts The proposed protection of the riverside area is clearly in the general interest. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 6.8 

Northumberland 
County Council  

It is noted and should be welcomed that Warkworth have included some of the 
protected open spaces which appear in the Local Plan within the stronger Local Green 
Space protection, based on their added importance to the local community. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Policy/ paragraph Figure 7 

Northumberland 
County Council 

These may need to add the following: 
“© Crown Copyright and Database Rights 2021 Ordnance Survey 100049048” 
 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested 
 

Policy/ paragraph Heritage assets - general 

Historic England Historic England is keen to ensure protection of the historic environment is 
appropriately taken into account in neighbourhood plans. Having reviewed the 
information provided in correspondence of 17 November 2022, we do not consider 
there is a need for us to be involved in development of the plan at this stage. 
 

Nonetheless, the plan area does contain a number of designated heritage assets 
(including a conservation area, listed buildings and scheduled monuments) as well as 
the potential for many more non-designated heritage assets. I therefore have some 
comments to make, followed by some general advice: 

• I welcome the content of the draft plan so far as it affects our interests. 
• On locating new development to protect heritage assets and their settings, you 

have given some detail on the expected scale, density, massing, height, landscape, 
layout, materials and access of new development. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
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• Whilst I welcome that you have considered the topic of non-designated heritage 

assets, I would encourage you to reconsider the decision not to identify any 
buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes that are important to the 
local community for their local heritage value. The plan is an important 
opportunity to include a positive strategy for local heritage assets so they, too, can 
be appropriately conserved and enjoyed. More information is given in our advice 
note (see below). 

• I welcome that you have proposed Local Green Space important to the community 
for its historical significance. 

• I welcome that you have identified some heritage-related community actions on 
topics beyond land use and development. 

 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 6.15 

Tim Gray I have a concern about some of the wording in 6.15. This refers to "the predominantly 
underdeveloped burgage plots", a statement that implies the area is crying out for more 
development! It shouldn't really be necessary to make any comment as the burgage 
plots are a unique (almost!) heritage asset that surely should never be considered for 
development. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
Burgage plots are proposed for protection as 
local green space – there is no suggestion 
within the plan that they will be developed. 

Policy/ paragraph Policy W4:  Warkworth Conservation Area 

Northumberland 
County Council  

Policy W4 and the conservation of many heritage assets, with significant history in the 
local area is also highly important. Such local assets are likely to bring tourism to the 
parish, be of economic value and create employment for local residents. 
 

As currently drafted, the policy seems to miss an opportunity to add protection to 
locally distinctive features. For example, criterion (c) states that “…the prevailing density 
and form of the area…” should be respected; it could pick out features which are special 
to the area in terms of form such as the pattern of the remaining burgage plots. 
Consideration could be given to adding more locally-specific detail to the policy. 
 

Comments noted, amend policy to add 
further detail.   

AONB Partnership  In 2021, the AONB Partnership contracted LUC Consultants to review the six 
Conservation Area Character Appraisals for the Conservation Areas in the 
Northumberland Coast AONB. This included Warkworth's 2006 Character Appraisal. 

Comments noted, amend policy W4 to 
ensure it reflects updated draft conservation 
area character appraisal. 
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Unfortunately due to workload of the Conservation Team and the volume of work 
involved in such a review, this project has taken longer than anticipated to complete. 
However a final draft of the Warkworth Conservation Area Character Appraisal (CACA) 
has now been looked at in detail by the Conservation Team and final comments about 
the formatting are being acted upon. This means that at some point in 2023 there will 
be a revised CACA for Warkworth that we'll be seeking the Parish Council's views upon, 
and that this may impact on the wording of W4. I am meeting with Ann Burke on the 
18th of January, and will update her then with progress. 
 

 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the policy. Not sure why CA5 St Lawrence Terrace is justified a specific 
mention? 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  St Lawrence Terrace 
is referred to within the conservation area 
character appraisal. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Although I agree with the main principles of the policy, I think that consideration should 
be given to how environmentally sustainable actions may affect how strictly the policy 
can be achieved. An example would be the addition of photovoltaic panels or tiles to a 
building such as St Lawrence's church. The importance absolute preservation of existing 
character and appearance should be balanced against the imperative to generate 
renewable energy where this is feasible. Appearances can be deceptive - if the village 
really wants to maintain a medieval appearance, cars and lorries should not be allowed 
to drive through or park in the centre of the village. Most people would argue that, 
although jarring in appearance, cars are essential. There is an argument that pv panels 
are just as essential, and less jarring in appearance than rows of cars. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  The policy does not 
result in ‘absolute preservation’ – it requires, 
in accordance with national planning policy, 
that development should preserve or 
enhance the character or appearance of the 
conservation area.  National policy is clear 
that any development, such as PV panels 
would be supported where they would not 
cause harm to the significance of the 
designated heritage asset.  Where less than 
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substantial harm would be caused, this would 
be weighed against the public benefits of the 
proposal. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Dog fouling on St Oswald's way (especially where houses end & concrete part up to farm 
starts) detracts from appearance of area & spoils from enjoyment of walking. Any way 
of monitoring & stopping this? 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  This issue 
could not be dealt with by a planning policy 
and the parish council acts on any relevant 
complaints that are made. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

I believe the burgage plots should also be included in this section and not just in the 
green spaces since it is the maintenance of their boundaries, in particular, that preserve 
their historic significance and not just the fact that they are maintained as green spaces. 
For example, in at least one case, the 'development' of a new garden area introduced 
boundaries perpendicular to the run of the strips. Such developments may maintain the 
'green space' but nevertheless reduce the historic value of the plots. In addition, 
changes to the boundaries, such as allowing large mature trees to grow, even as part of 
hedges, obscures the clear view of the plots from the Castle. The burgage plots used to 
be clearly visible from The Castle keep but now look like any other green wooded area. 
 

Comments noted, amend policy to refer to 
the burgage plots.   

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.   
 

Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

The view of the Castle should be protected, both from Amble Braid and Rotary Way, 
and from Watershaugh Road area 
 

Comments noted, amend policy to include 
reference to the important views of the 
castle.   

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Please add Bridge House to this list Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Bridge House is grade II listed.  The forecourt 
wall, railings and gates and grade II* listed.  
Therefore, already protected by statute. 
  

Alice Good 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Luke Currie 
(resident - age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

It would be lovely to see the Market Place become a focal point for the village once 
more, perhaps by pedestrianising except for resident permits 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  This issue 
could not be dealt with by a planning policy.  
This will be considered by the parish council 
when looking at parking solutions for the 
village. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

More focus required to return Warkworth Market Place to a centre point rather than 
an overcrowded car park. 

Noted, no amendments required.  This issue 
could not be dealt with by a planning policy.  
This will be considered by the parish council 
when looking at parking solutions for the 
village.   
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Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

I can see that various changes have been made along the Mill Walk though I was not 
sure if the reduction in the undergrowth blocking the view back to the castle which I 
saw recently was simply normal winter change or reflected a decision to improve 
matters. 
 

I noticed however that a bench has been added near the foot of the path leading up to 
the castle and indeed pretty much in the spot from which Turner would have painted 
his iconic watercolour of the castle which I mentioned in my previous message. Those 
sitting on the bench, which points in the direction of the castle, will of course  be looking 
mainly at a profusion of trees and undergrowth and, particularly with foliage present, 
any view of the castle will be pretty well impossible. 
 

The Plan supports the preservation of views which are important to the character of the 
village. I can think of no better example than this. There is no way that Turner, if he 
were around now, would or could paint his original watercolour. Nor could the English 
Tourist Board poster photo of the view which, as I mentioned, I used to see as the first 
displayed tourist attraction when coming into the arrival hall at Gatwick Airport be 
taken now because of the proliferation of trees and undergrowth. 
 

The Turner painting and the English Tourist Board poster emphasise that this used to 
be one of the best views in England.  The Mill Walk area is one of the greatest attractions 
of Warkworth for visitors and residents.The path itself and its surroundings could be 
made so much more attractive rather than remaining as the largely neglected mess 
which they have been for so long now. 
 

Comments noted, amend policy to include 
reference to the important views of the 
castle.   
 

Section 7 – Inclusive and sustainable community  

Policy/ paragraph Policy W5:  Community facilities 

Northumberland 
County Council  

The County Council is supportive of the inclusion of valued community facilities in this 
policy and has no further comments on Policy W5. However, as currently worded, the 
policy appears to support the loss of such facilities subject to certain criteria. We would 
advise amending the text as follows: “A dDevelopment that would result in the loss of 

Support welcomed and comments noted; 
amend as suggested. 
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the valued community services and facilities identified above will not be supported 
where the applicant can demonstrate that unless:” 
 
 

Amble Town 
Council  

Facilities may be available in nearby Amble but any increase in the population of 
Warkworth places a greater strain on these and requires consideration within the 
neighbourhood plan- what measures can be included within any applications to help 
with this for example in relation to secondary schools, doctors etc.  
 

[Unfortunately the decline in services and facilities is largely governed by the financial 
climate and beyond any policy influence. Although advocating support for new 
businesses- with little finance available within the parish funds, this can only be verbal 
support and encouragement] 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Not sure how "CF4 Warkworth United Reformed Church" qualifies as it is due to close 
due to insufficient members/congregation? 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Whilst the church is due to close, the plan 
seeks to protect it in order to seek to retain 
its future use to a community service/ facility. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 
 

Could the number of cafes and shops such as the restaurants , pubs gallery and Grays 
be included in this as if they go the value of the village experience is lost. It needs things 
to be retained to give the village life 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  It would 
not be possible for the plan to protect all 
existing cafes, shops and other facilities.  The 
policy seeks to identify those which are vital 
to the sustainability of the village. 
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P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

We do not need any out of town / industrial estate shops which would ruin our award 
winning Queen Street in Amble. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The plan 
is not proposing this type of development. 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Regarding local facilities, Would it be possible to have recycling bins (especially for glass) 
more central to village? Perhaps near cricket pitch, play area or school? 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  This issue 
could not be dealt with by a planning policy 
and is a matter for the county council.  It is 
understood that the county council are 
seeking to implement the recycling of glass. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Broadly agree but the existing provision of community meeting places (e.g. WWMH and 
URC) are old and not completely fit for purpose. Replacing with a new community 
facility that meets all needs of users would be appropriate. This could be combined with 
an update to the cricket club house and adjacent recreation facilities. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The policy would allow for the loss of an 
existing facility where it would be replaced by 
an appropriate alternative.  
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

It may be sensible to wait to decide on the level of need for sports facilities until after 
plans are finalised for the new high school and sports facilities in Amble. 

Noted, no amendments required.  Provision 
of new sports facilities would be addressed 
through policies in the local plan. 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

The village store and post office is a facility that should be treasured. Help or support to 
provide more local produce within the store. Artisan breads and quality food items. I 
want the store to be viable long term. Residents and Tourists have some wonderful gift 
shops to chose from but ideally the opportunity to food shop locally. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  A planning policy 
cannot provide support for more local 
produce within the store. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

I agree with some of the policy but the list of buildings and facilities most valued does 
not accurately reflect the 'residents' survey results.  
(a) The order of the buildings and facilities in W5 differs from the list showing which 
facilities were most valued in the residents' survey. For example, the Warkworth 
Memorial Hall was valued by far more residents than the United Reform Church.  
(b) Some facilities, such as care homes and The Golf Club, are not listed in W5. If there 
is a good reason for this it should be clear in the text.  
Note also that paragraph 7.5 above W5 refers to ''buildings' but The Cricket Ground is 
clearly not a building. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required to the policy. The list 
is not in priority order.  The supporting text 
explains that section 2 details those 
important community facilities.  Amend 
supporting text to replace reference to 
‘buildings’. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Just a comment that, if a new community centre were to be built - something I would 
strongly support - there would need to be some protection in place to prevent 
inappropriate redevelopment of the Memorial Hall. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  There are 
policies in the local plan which would support 
the provision of new community facilities and 
policy W5 identifies the Memorial Hall as a 
facility which should be protected. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

The Memorial Hall is in a very good location, but very poorly accessible for those 
needing to arrive by car.   The danger of creating a new community hall with a good car 
park (eg up near the cricket club) will be that everbody drives there, and this must be 
actively resisted.  Offer more cycle parking than car parking spaces.  If there is any new 

Noted, no amendments required.  The plan 
is not proposing to create a new community 
hall.  Community action 7 identifies that the 
parish council will work with land and 
building owners to explore opportunities to 
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building in the Morwick Road area then a grocery shop and cafe, together with ‘office’ 
facilities could be beneficial (eg office workers could book it for Zoom meetings etc). 
 

develop a new community centre with 
parking and easy access.   
 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy. Remove the URC from this list as it is closing Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Whilst the church is due to close, the plan 
seeks to protect it in order to seek to retain 
its future use as a community service/ facility. 
 

Alice Good 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident - age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident)  

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

It is vital to preserve existing facilities as well as investing in more, for example, youth 
facilities and medical care. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  Policy W5 
supports new development which would 
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sustain or protect existing shops, facilities 
and services.  
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

More medical and care facilities are required due to the ageing population of the Parish. Noted, no amendments required.  Policy W5 
supports new development which would 
sustain or protect existing shops, facilities 
and services.  
 

Jane Brown 
(resident)  

Definite need for more and better local facilities. Noted, no amendments required.  Policy W5 
supports new development which would 
sustain or protect existing shops, facilities 
and services.  
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

Just to confirm that the URC does indeed plan to close its doors at the end of next year 
 

I wonder whether you might feel it worthwhile to include the church and hall in the 
neighbourhood plans? It is such a prominent site and the church itself is a fine building 
and well liked, and though the two buildings are not easy to reuse they could remain a 
worthwhile village facility rather than be redeveloped for profit 
 

As a village we are short of accommodation for elderly people on their own and perhaps 
flats in the church could be an option if an imaginative architect was used? The hall is a 
good venue and though I understand it needs some repairs, I think it could be retained 
for similar village use if there was general agreement. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
As the URC is an important community facility 
the plan identifies it as such.  Should an 
application for conversion of the property to 
flats then it would need to meet the 
requirements of policy W5. 

Policy/ paragraph Paragraph 7.6 

Northumberland 
County Council  

It is noted that Local Plan Policy ECN 15 is not among the Local Plan policies mentioned 
in this paragraph. Consideration should be given to its inclusion. 
 

Comments noted, amend as suggested. 
 

Northumberland 
Estates  

Tourism is a key sector of rural Northumberland’s local economy and over recent years 
the Northumberland coastal area has seen a significant increase in holiday tourists and 
day visitors. The WNDP does not mention tourism related matters in any detail to either 
promote opportunities or manage the existing problems, except for “Community action 
13: Tourist facilities – Explore opportunities to develop some tourist facilities at Beach 
Rd car park to attract visitors to park there.” Northumberland Estates supports 

Noted, no amendments required.  Plan aim 
5 highlights that tourism will be managed so 
that it enhances the charm of the village and 
does not detract from the needs of 
permanent residents.  As the local plan 
includes relevant policies it was not 
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Community action 13 (see Local Green Space section below) and recommends that the 
WNDP should be more proactive in relation to the tourism sector. 
 

considered necessary to repeat these within 
the neighbourhood plan. 
 

Section 8 – Transport and accessibility  

Policy/ paragraph General  

Amble Town 
Council  

Traffic flow and parking are a major problem for the village and there is a need to more 
specifically state how the plan will hope to alleviate this.  
 

Perhaps thought could be given to the inclusion of a roundabout at Beal Bank to ease 
the congestion at that junction, particularly at busy times.  
 

The expansion of walkways/ cycle paths should include a desire to link with the 
surrounding areas for a greater experience and an acknowledgement that an increase 
of their use will have an impact upon those areas too. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The local 
plan includes parking standards for new 
development.  The neighbourhood plan 
cannot include policies regarding traffic flow.  
It does however include community actions 
to seek to address issues regarding parking 
and pedestrian safety.  Policy W6 supports 
development that will improve and extend 
the existing public rights of way network. 
 

Policy/ paragraph Policy W6:  Sustainable transport network  

Northumberland 
County Council 

No comments. Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the policy.  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 
  

The policy does not give sufficient focus to the importance of public transport in terms 
of sustainability but also as a facilitator in many other areas- tourism, education, health 
services etc. We also have a major rail artery passing through the parish with a station 
only a few mile away. This presents a significant opportunity for connectivity across the 
country. We should explore ways of creating a better integration with the bus and rail 
network. A community action would be appropriate involving the transport operators 
and NCC. 
 

Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Planning policies cannot control 
the operation of public transport.  Amend 
supporting text to explain this and include 
additional community action to work with 
the county council and public transport 
providers to seek to improve accessibility and 
integration.  
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the policy.   Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

The Bridleway at Morwick Mill, crossing the Coquet, appears to be permanently 
unusable. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
There is the facility to report issues with 
public rights of way via Northumberland 
County Councils website.  In addition, there is 
a footpath group that is working on 
monitoring and maintaining them where 
possible. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

I would specifically request that the policy should positively acknowledge the need to 
reduce car usage by working to create an environment which will encourage people to 
walk and cycle. For example, if there was judicious planning of hedging between the 

Noted, no amendments required.  Planning 
policies can only relate to matters that need 
planning permission.  Policy W6 gives support 
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road and the path on Rotary Way where traffic often travels at speeds in excess of the 
60 MPH speed limit, more people might be inclined to leave their cars at home and walk 
between the two settlements of Warkworth and Amble. 
 

to development that would improve and 
extend the rights of way network – such 
development would encourage people to 
walk and cycle more. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

1) The footpath between Greens Park and Wellfield has been blocked off for several 
years. 2) The OS map shows a public footpath from The Butts to the bottom of Beal 
Bank but I have been unable to locate the path. 3) The Ember lane is in a poor condition 
and needs re-surfacing I don't think we should be extending the rights of way before we 
adequately maintain the ones that we have got. 
 

Comments noted, amend CA14 to include 
reference to working with NCC and 
landowners regarding maintenance/ 
enhancement of existing rights of way, as 
well as roadside footpaths/ pavements.  Also, 
highlight that new/ extensions to rights of 
way would be undertaken ‘where possible’.   
There is the facility to report issues with 
public rights of way via Northumberland 
County Councils website.  In addition, there is 
a footpath group that is working on 
monitoring and maintaining them where 
possible. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

There is usual is a focus on the car. Funding has been stopped on the minibus that 
operated along Station Road. In addition Station Road (towards level crossing) on many 
occasions is not accessible on foot due to flooding. 
 

Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Planning policies cannot control 
the operation of public transport.   
Amend supporting text to explain this and 
include additional community action to work 
with the county council and public transport 
providers to seek to improve accessibility and 
integration.  
 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Alice Good 
(resident) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident – age 
14) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Does not support the policy Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident – age 
12) 

Supports the policy Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Support the policy  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous This policy seems surprisingly limited in its scope, but I presume this is because most 
actions in this area are beyond the remit of an NP. One minor comment - Section 8.3 
refers to "a well-used footpath alongside the river Coquet and the A1068 to Amble" and 
then separately to the fact that National Cycle Route 1 "passes through the parish". But 
the "well-used footpath" is Route 1, which now has become quite difficult to cycle along 
because of the great increase in its use by walkers! I note that better signage is included 
in the community actions section but could not W6 include at least some reference to 
the importance of better/more extensive provision of cycle routes, given the policy is 
about sustainable transport? 
 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to improving cycle routes. 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

This does not go far enough in my opinion. 
While our bus service (2 / hour on weekdays) is better than most,  we need a regular 
shuttle bus between Warkworth Beach Road car park and Amble (taking in Warkworth 
Avenue/Guilden Road)  and between Warkworth and Alnmouth, taking in Warkworth 
Station.  This could greatly reduce the need for further parking, and move local people 
onto public transport for regular short journeys and for train connections. 
 

Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Planning policies cannot control 
the operation of public transport.   
Amend supporting text to explain this and 
include additional community action to work 
with the county council and public transport 
providers to seek to improve accessibility and 
integration. 
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Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Transport also to Shilbottle train station Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Planning policies cannot control 
the operation of public transport.   
Amend supporting text to explain this and 
include additional community action to work 
with the county council and public transport 
providers to seek to improve accessibility and 
integration.  
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Safer cycling routes would be of great benefit Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Amend CA14 to refer more 
generally to developing safer cycling routes. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

Parking in the village is one o the main issues. The policy includes no solutions to 
improve parking. Traffic slowing is crucial. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The local 
plan includes parking standards for new 
development.  The neighbourhood plan does 
however include community actions to seek 
to address issues regarding parking and 
pedestrian safety.   

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Recent bus service from Warkworth to Sainsburys and Alnwick was cut. Residents in 
that area who do not drive struggle with shopping now. This service should return and 
soon.15 minute walk to bus stop from top of the village. Not everyone wants to shop 
online. THis would support local businesses (grey pound). 
 

Noted, no amendments to policy W6 
required.  Planning policies cannot control 
the operation of public transport.   
Amend supporting text to explain this and 
include additional community action to work 
with the county council and public transport 
providers to seek to improve accessibility and 
integration. 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Annex 1 – Community actions 

Sustainability 

Community Action 1 – Energy efficiency 

AONB Partnership  The AONB Partnership aims to facilitate easy access to advice and support on this issue 
via the refresh of our Design Guide in 2023. I would be happy to work to promote this 
resource via your networks. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

WPC is not competent/able to undertake this role, this is up to individuals to action via 
commercial/government schemes. 

Noted, no amendments required.  The parish 
council does have a role in providing advice 
and links to relevant guidance. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Very important because achieves multiple outcomes: investments are for the long term 
and often permanent. Cost saving and increased comfort for residents, particularly 
those who are less well-off, reduced carbon footprint. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

I wonder this could be part of a community action group buying in insulation products 
as a group to keep costs down and working together to get it installed. 

Noted, no amendments required.  This is 
something that could be progressed by the 
Green Matters group.  If it is something that 
they want to take forward, the parish council 
would support it.   
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

With Government grants. Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Since a significant number of properties in Warkworth are listed, achieving improved 
energy efficiency is challenging. Applications for Listed Building Consent that propose 
to replace single glazed windows that are beyond repair with double glazed equivalents 
should be positive encouraged. Arguments that secondary glazing should be used 
instead do not meet the test of reasonableness as they add unreasonable cost, are 
largely ineffective if they are also easily opened and closed, and are generally unsightly. 
Modern double glazed units are almost indistinguishable from single glazed windows. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  National 
planning policy sets out a clear approach to 
the assessment of impact of development on 
listed buildings. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 
 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community Action 2 – Embedding renewable energy 

AONB Partnership  The AONB Partnership aims to facilitate easy access to advice and support on this issue 
via the refresh of our Design Guide in 2023. I would be happy to work to promote this 
resource via your networks. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
partnership. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action.  Add underground water tanks for rain water Support is welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to include reference to water tanks.  
  

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

WPC is not competent/able to undertake this role, this is up to individuals to action via 
commercial/government schemes. 

Noted, no amendments required.  The parish 
council does have a role in providing advice 
and links to relevant guidance. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Publicity for these initiatives in the national media often portrays them as 
straightforward panaceas. Making the best decisions for energy use requires advice 
based on individual properties, and guidance for implementation, to avoid costly and 
unsuitable mistakes, and exploitation. Working on this through community support, 
possibly in a cooperative form, would be desirable. 

Noted, no amendments required.  This is 
something that could be progressed by the 
Green Matters group.  If it is something that 
they want to take forward, the parish council 
would support it.   
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Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

This is available but again if people were interested we might be able to get a group of 
houses to purchase keeping cost and insulation together 

Noted, no amendments required.  This is 
something that could be progressed by the 
Green Matters group.  If it is something that 
they want to take forward, the parish council 
would support it.   
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

This may not be feasible for some older properties, particularly those on Castle Street Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Needs to be part of the original building plans not added on afterwards. Noted, no amendments required.  The 
action is regarding improving existing 
buildings. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

This might include discussions with local landowners, who often have covenants on 
private properties, asking them to waive their fees around permissions required for 
alterations that promote renewable energy. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
This is considered to be outside the remit of 
the parish council. 
   

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Air source heat pumps can be intrusive from a noise perspective and consideration for 
neighbouring properties should be treated with care.  

Comments noted, no amendments required 
to CA2 as air source heat pumps are a valid 
renewable energy technology.  Policy W1 to 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Few domestic roofs are at the optimum angle nor are south facing for efficient solar 
energy generation. Additionally, they are usually unsightly (stand on the castle and look 
down Castle Street and they stick out like a sore thumb!). Larger scale solar/wind 
generation schemes should be encouraged instead of domestic schemes, where higher 
efficiencies can be achieved 

be amended to include specific reference to 
renewable energy.  

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 
 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Solar panels should be a requirement on new housing. The panels added to property 
are often out of character and it is important that Warkworth retains its charm. 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
action is regarding improving existing 
buildings. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community Action 3 – Street lighting 

Amble Town 
Council  

CA3: reduction of street lighting- this has been suggested before but police were against 
this measure as they felt it could lead to a rise in crime. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Safety issues will be considered as part of the 
decision making process.  
 

AONB Partnership  I would be really interested in being involved in these discussions. The dark skies of the 
AONB are recognised as on of its special qualities, and are 'intrinsically dark'. Whilst 
Warkworth due to is position at the south of the AONB and therefore proximity to urban 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
partnership on this issue. 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
areas, won't be as dark as the northern parts of the AONB, the impact of the sea still 
makes a huge difference. There are other options e.g. dimming of lights and installation 
of lights with lower output. The Community Action could be worded more broadly to 
cover a wider range of dark sky initiatives. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

movement activated lights Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to other ways of turning off street 
lighting, such as movement activated lights. 
  

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Safety & security concerns. Plus A1068 through the Parish needs to be illuminated. Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Safety issues will be considered as part of the 
decision-making process.  
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

LED head-torches are excellent. Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Surely we can just do this Noted, no amendments required.  The 
action is to capture that the parish council is 
working with the county council on this issue. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

I would want to know if crime is higher in small villages if street lights are turned off at 
night 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Safety issues will be considered as part of the 
decision-making process.  
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 



Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan:  Consultation Statement (November 2023) 
 

192 | P a g e  
 

Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

I strongly agree with this in order to reduce light pollution and protest the beautiful 
clear starry skies in the Warkworth and Amble area 

Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Lighting in side streets in Amble is already very poor, don't make things worse for those 
who have to be out in unsocial hours. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Safety issues will be considered as part of the 
decision-making process.  
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

New buildings should not be allowed uplighters as they caused unnecessary problems 
for nocturnal wildlife. 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
action is regarding street lighting.  Where 
planning permission is required for a 
development, there are a number of policies 
that would manage the impact of lighting e.g. 
neighbourhood plan policy W1 includes a 
requirement to ensure that lighting 
associated with development would not have 
a significant effect on residential amenity or 
wildlife.  Local plan policies ENV4 
(tranquillity, dark skies and sense of rurality) 
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
and POL2 (pollution and air, soil and water 
quality). 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Some additional lighting on Station Road Comments noted, no amendments required.  
This issue will be considered as part of the 
discussions on lighting.  
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community actions 1 – 3 combined 

Gillian Maude 
(resident)  

Definitely reduce street lighting at night. look at possibility of bulk buying of solar panels 
to reduce costs Insulation is the key place to start. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Street lighting idea is good 
Don’t think it’s the PC’s role to provide advice – this is the Government’s responsibility 
– you don’t have the resources to do this 

Support is welcomed and comments noted.  
Amend wording of CA2 to refer to providing 
encouragement and support. 
 

Anonymous  
 

2. visual and noise problems Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

More properties should have solar panels. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident)  

This might need to include financial support. Especially for those on low incomes or 
home owners who are asset rich/cash poor ? 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council cannot provide financial 
support but can give links to existing 
information, for example on access to 
possible grants. 
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Luke Currie 
(resident – age 
14) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedington) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

Flood risk As Jeff knows I was involved when the flood wall was planned and 
constructed. In this connection I was in touch not only with the Environment Agency 
but with a number of local residents. With the help of all involved we persuaded the 
Environment Agency that suitable local stone should be used for the project, something 
which was not their original intent. As such I am sure that this is the sort of 
infrastructure which, if it were to be erected today, would be of direct relevance to your 
remit and of interest to you. 
 

More generally, the flooding risk, both fluvial and tidal, has been alleviated by the wall 
but still exists. Residents of the village are still potentially exposed to whatever is done, 
or not done, upstream. I did try to find out what potential schemes for the reduction of 
risk were being considered such as tree planting and other land management initiatives 
in the upland areas of the valley. At the time the Environment Agency, rather to my 
surprise,  did not seem terribly interested as they appeared to think that this was 
outside their remit. 
 

Noted, no amendments required.  The local 
plan includes detailed policies on flooding.   
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Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
The river is a key attraction of the village and of the plans for it which you are 
developing. Equally, even with the flood wall, it can bring about flooding which could 
have significant consequences for a considerable number of villagers and for the local 
economy. So I would very much hope that representatives of  the village are monitoring 
what is, or should be, happening upstream with a view to prodding people and 
intervening where necessary. 
 

Distinctive natural, built and historic environment 

Community Action 4 – Natural environment projects 

AONB Partnership  AONB Partnership team may be able provide advice and support here - e.g. such 
projects could help with Local Nature Recovery Plan 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
partnership. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 
 

The repeated inclusion of the phrase "such as" in CA4 emphasises the fact that there is 
a huge range of possible projects - something to suit every resident and every budget. 
The more residents who can be enthused by, or at least tolerant of, one project or 
another, the more successful this can be. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Again a CAN biodiversity group would really help support groups involved with this, in 
terms of support , grants, coordination and encouraging envolvement 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the CAN 
biodiversity group. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 
 

We need a cohesive group within the parish rather than individual groups who do not 
work in partnership with other local groups 

Comments noted, no amendments required. 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 
 

Be very careful not to either mask the view of the road ahead for motorists, or to 
encourage bees too close to roads. Both of these are issues on the road between Amble 
and Warkworth. Lots of dead bees. Better to have flowers in field margins 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Safety concerns will be included as part of 
any discussions on this matter. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

The Braid would be particularly suitable for these types of projects. Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

We would welcome this Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

I am puzzled by the inclusion of the wording 'or similar', which seems unnecessary and 
likely only to perplex. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The wording allows for there being other 
schemes of which the parish council are not 
aware.  
  

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Protect the natural environment areas we have such as the braid as well as trying to 
create more areas 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.   
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

The Cemetery Chapel - Developing the Cemetery Chapel garden as a wildlife garden 
which I believe is planned would certainly improve that part of the village. Perhaps using 
the chapel as a potting shed could be considered in view of the lack of any other sensible 
future function 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.   

Community Action 5 – Bridge Gatehouse 

AONB Partnership  AONB Partnership team may be able provide advice and support here. Again we would 
be keen to be involved to find a sensitive and long-term use for this building. 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to include reference to working with 
the AONB partnership. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Building owners to undertake the work but with support from WPC. Comments noted, amend to clarify. 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

But only if it isn't too expensive. If it is, just consolidate the structure as it is. Comments noted, amend to clarify only 
initial feasibility work. 
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Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

very important to maintain this historic structure, but there may be limited practical 
applications for its use. 

Comments noted, amend to clarify only 
initial feasibility work. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Health and safety would probably be an issue which would mean substantial changes 
to the building if it is to have regular public access, so probably inapproriate. 

Comments noted, amend to clarify only 
initial feasibility work. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

We would welcome this Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Forsyth 
(residents) 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

When the building owner opened the gatehouse on the recent Heritage Open Day, it 
seemed he was very much in tune with this action. 

Comments noted, no amendments required. 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community Action 6 – Warkworth Conservation Area Character Appraisal 

AONB Partnership  The AONB Partnership has contracted the review of the suite of Conservation Area 
Character Appraisals for Conservation Areas in the designated landscape. Warkworth is 
one of these – please see previous comments. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
Partnership.   
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 
 

What would be purpose? Noted, no amendments required.  A 
conservation area character appraisal 
describes the significance of the area and is 
used to inform planning decisions which 
could impact on the character of the area. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 
 

Long overdue Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

No Noted, no amendments required. 
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Julia Chambers 
(resident) 
 

Sounds good but don’t know what this is Noted, no amendments required.  A 
conservation area character appraisal 
describes the significance of the area and is 
used to inform planning decisions which 
could impact on the character of the area. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

No more new estates, please. Noted, no amendments required.  The plan 
is not proposing new housing estates. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 
 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community actions 4 – 6 combined 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

Luke Currie 
(resident – age 
14) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedington) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

4.   work towards a ban on glyphosate use within the area 
identify a site for a community orchard 

Comments noted, no amendments required, 
it is not within the role of the parish council 
to ban the use of chemicals.  Support is 
welcomed regarding the community 
orchard.   
 

Anonymous  
 

4. already enough.  
Clean river status, perhaps? 

Comments noted, amend CA4 to refer to 
clean river status.   
 

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Some lovely ideas for natural environment projects and new community centre/youth 
facilities. We are behind other villages in terms of community facilities. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

More facilities/activities are a good idea if more children/young people are coming to 
the village. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Protection of the natural and built environment is essential if Warkworth is to remain 
vibrant and sustainable up until 2036. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Inclusive and sustainable community 

Community Action 7 – Community Centre 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

As per the 2000 Village Plan Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Parking provision is vital, but should be balanced again siting the Community Centre 
somewhere allowing as many users as possible to walk/cycle/travel by bus. The Centre 
must be built to the highest environmental standards, so that it can permanently 
provide a (low carbon) warm hub in winter and a cool one in heatwaves. It must be 
designed to provide as many flexible uses as possible, being mindful of possible changes 
social and working practices in the future. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

We really need a community center where access is good and which can be used for 
everything that’s on at her moment ie films, coffee mornings , performances, art 
groups, etc but which also can be used for all community needs 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

And can we also have a tennis court beside the cricket club? Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  See CA8. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

There should be complete transparency around negotiations with land and building 
owners so the community is clear about what incentives are being provided to these 
owners to provide such facilities. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
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Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Great idea - could replace existing sub-optimal facilities. Could combine with upgrade 
to cricket club facilities 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  The policies within 
the plan would support the enhancement of 
community facilities. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Depending on the proposed location Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident)  

Warkworth has a fabulous Memorial Hall should we not use this more rather than a 
new building. 
 

Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

A new community centre to replace the Memorial Hall would be extremely valuable. 
The question of what then to do with the Memorial Hall is difficult and adequate 
protections need to be in place to ensure that any redevelopment of the site meets all 
the requirements of W1, W2 and W4. 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

So long as it is not build on the braid or other valuable green spaces or that otherwise 
unsuitable developments aren’t granted permission to gain sweeteners such as a 
community centre 
 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

1 I wonder whether the people who have called for this for years actually use what we 
have. I doubt that building a completely new Community Hall is viable financially 
especially when there are alternatives 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 



Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan:  Consultation Statement (November 2023) 
 

205 | P a g e  
 

Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
The URC is closing next year and will probably be put up for sale. There are two 
opportunities here – the hall is a useful and almost level access space and there is some 
parking space outside; the church is not likely to be used as a religious space again but 
could be a potential space for a Warkworth Hall/Museum/ Gallery 
 

Community Action 8 – Sport and recreation facilities 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

And can we also have a tennis court beside the cricket club? However, we would need 
better police provision to ensure investment isn't ruined by vandals. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Only that unsuitable developments are not permitted to gain a sweetener such as 
community centre or sports facilities 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

A sports centre is a great idea but we do not have enough young people in Warkworth 
to justify it. However there is an opportunity here to join with Amble to create 
something worthwhile together perhaps near the school in Amble where better road 
access (vital for the volume of cars likely) would make it a more feasible proposition 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  It is understood that 
the new facilities at JCSC in Amble will be for 
the use of the community. 
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New ventures imply large volumes of cars in a village already with a car problem. The 
existing sports spaces like the football pitch and the cricket field and the field beside it 
are not suitable for expansion because of traffic considerations, but the Beach Road 
football field might be much better used if there was a simple pavilion there, as per the 
cricket field 
 

Community Action 9 – Children’s play provision 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

We would need better police provision to ensure investment isn't ruined by vandals. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

"develop facilities for older children" is very vague. Is it possible to elaborate slightly? Comments noted, no amendments required.  
It is not possible to provide further details at 
this early stage.  
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Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community Action 10 – Public seating 

Northumberland 
County Council  

NCC Public Health is supportive of a mix of local spaces being considered for additional 
seating. The inclusion of additional seating in the village may lead to an increase (or 
maintenance) of those who make trips for utility by a sustainable method of transport. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Would particularly like to see more seating on the Braid Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to liaising with amble town council 
about the possibility of additional seating.   
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Provision should be as low maintenance as possible, and use recycled/repurposed 
materials where possible. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

At the moment no one up is very helpful with this Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The action is regarding providing additional 
public seating in the parish.   
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Unclear whether more are needed Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

And thought given to siting more dog bins eg between beach car park and Warkworth 
beach. I have already been in touch with our local Councillor about this. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council is aware of this issue and 
discussions are on-going. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

This should be extended specifically to The Braid which is a large recreation area but 
currently doesn't have any benches. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to liaising with amble town council 
about the possibility of additional seating.   
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Welcome this Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

A Happy To Chat Bench would be an ideal addition to Warkworth Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

I do not think that additional picnic benches will be of benefit to the community, most 
of whom I suspect rarely picnic near home. I would also prefer not to see more seating 
areas. I think they detract from the natural beauty of the area and I believe there are 
probably already enough for those who really need them. Generallly, for the health of 
the community, I think people should be encouraged more to move than to sit. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The provision of additional seating is 
supported by the local community.  
Additional seating would be appropriately 
located as not to detract from the special 
character of the area.   
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Tim Gray 
(resident) 

There are already a good many seats and picnic tables. Too much provision risks spoiling 
the areas the plan seeks to protect. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

So long as these facilities aren’t acquired as recompense for loss or sacrificing other 
green spaces ,such as the suggestion by warkworth parish council of gaining a few 
benches elsewhere in the parish as recompense for Northumberland estates proposed 
road across the braid! 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Community Action 11 – Outdoor trim trails/ gym 

Northumberland 
County Council  

NCC Public Health would be happy to support any discussions regarding outdoor gym 
and trim trails and their impact on community and visitor use. This may include 
providing relative literature reviews and examining the evidence base for effectiveness. 

Support is welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to include reference to working with 
NCC. 
 

AONB Partnership Unless this was based on sports fields or other recreational areas, I would have concerns 
over the clutter it would to the landscape. As always devil in the detail, a sensitively 
designed scheme may not harm the designated landscape. 

Comments noted, it is envisaged that such a 
development would take place on an existing 
recreation area.  Amend to refer to the 
location being appropriate.   
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Implement any such plan in small steps - if the early ones are not well-used, cancel the 
rest. 

Comments noted, no amendments required, 
this approach is being taken by the parish 
council.   
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

As an aside thing Comments noted, no amendments required 
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P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Does not support the community action Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

We would need better police provision to ensure investment isn’t ruined by vandals. Comments noted, no amendments required  

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Again this would be a suitable use for The Braid. Comments noted, no amendments required  

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Does not support the community action  Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

CA11 sounds like a good idea but ‘What is a trim trail?’ I think this needs explanation. Is 
it different from a path? Would it need signage that might detract from the unspoilt 
environment? 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to add further detail 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

I like this idea, but I’m not sure how well used such facilities would be, given the age 
demographic, and there is the danger of detracting from the “openness” of green 
spaces. 

Support welcomed and comments noted, 
amend to refer to the location being 
appropriate.   
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Community Action 12 – Business hub 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

See comments on CA7 above  [small steps comment]– flexibility Comments noted, no amendments required, 
this approach is being taken by the parish 
council.   
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Warm spaces for working Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to warm spaces for working.  
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Berwick Workspace could be a model for this. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

There should be complete transparency around negotiations with Advance 
Northumberland and landowners owners so the community is clear about what 
incentives are being provided to these organisations to provide such facilities. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council are only suggesting that 
options are explored at this stage. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Is there a demand for this? Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council are only suggesting that 
options are explored at this stage. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Could this not be provided in say one of the pubs or hotels Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council are only suggesting that 
options are explored at this stage. 
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Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

This seems an excellent idea. As one who formerly ran a solo business from my home 
in Warkworth, I find this idea very appealing. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

A start could be made on this using the existing community centre, especially now that 
wifi is available in the Hall. 

Support welcomed and comments noted, no 
amendments required.   
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

If by that one means retail, I cannot see that getting traction. If by that one means a 
mini business park, the same argument as for the sport facilities may well apply (See 
CA8) 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The community action relates to business/ 
office space within existing buildings. 
 

Community Action 13 – Tourist facilities at Beach Road  

AONB Partnership Agree it is critical to encourage people to park at the Beach Road car park. Access is 
difficult however and management of visitor access and travel needs to be looked 
across Warkworth, otherwise run the risk of adding more facilities (the carrot) but not 
providing enough stick (eg controlling parking in village centre) to get people to use this 
car park. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Not commercial enterprises but support stuff like safe place to put cycles , electric car 
top up 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Improved signage in the village encouraging visitors to park there, possibly a good 
location for electric charging points 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required.  The parish council is 
currently looking at EV charging points but 
there is no easy source of electricity at Beach 
Road.   
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  People want to park near their destination, so the Warkworth "official village" carpark 
is never likely to be a success. There isn't even a sign to it, last time I looked. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Signage has been improved. 
   

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Beach Rd carpark (by cemetery) should be developed into an attractive parking area 
with facilities (public convenience, adequate rubbish facilities, etc) 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
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Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Welcome this as well as better signposting to attract more visitors Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Improvements in toilet facilities at Beach Rd and the centre Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council is in talks with NCC to 
improve facilities.  
  

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

I think electric vehicle charging points at the Beach Road Car Park might take some cars 
out of the village centre but other attractions are not needed. At busy times/weekends 
this car park is now often quite well used, especially by motor homes. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

I'm not sure what "tourist facilities" are in mind - toilets, coffee stall? In the first place, 
more could be done to get visitors to park here by improved signage (as proposed 
elsewhere in the plan). 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
There is no further detail to add at this stage.  

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 
 
 

Community actions 7 – 13 combined 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 
 

7.  cf earlier comments re car parking at new community centre. 
important to encourage walking and cycling where possible. 
Purchase a few community e=bikes for local use? 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Anna Willey 
(resident) 
 

8 – sports facilities should be in Amble (higher population, more people without cars) 
10 – there is sufficient seating – I’ve never seen it all full 
11 – YES PLEASE 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 

Luke Currie 
(resident - age 
14) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident - age 
12) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Helen Bow 
(resident)  

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  7. not needed, the cricket club fulfils this 
8. develop in Amble 
9. not needed 
10. enough already provided 
11. excellent idea 
12 in Amble would be better 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Esther Currie 
(resident) 

It would be very important to include the full length of Morwick Road in 20mph zone as 
this road is becoming increasingly dangerous. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

A 20mph zone is a great idea but will need to be enforced. Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

Perhaps create partnerships with Northumberland Wildlife Trust, Alnwick Garden, 
NAtional Trust, English Heritage etc unless this already exists. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working in partnership. 
 

Transport and accessibility 

Community Action 14 – Accessibility improvements  

AONB Partnership The AONB Partnership team would be keen to be involved in this important community 
action, and will be able to provide advice and support. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
partnership. 
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Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Plus keep aggressive, self-righteous cyclists from using pavements instead of roads. Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

DEvelopments should be based on hierarchy of new Highway Code. Should be planned 
against a presumption that cyclists and pedestrians should be protected, encouraged, 
and celebrated 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

There’s an area at the top of Beale bank where it’s dangerous to cross and the cycle 
path sort of peters off 

Comments noted, amend to refer to Beal 
Bank.  
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident)  

Also beneficial to work with adjoining parishes, particularly Acklington who have 
equipment and more experience of maintaining local paths 

Comments noted, amend to refer to working 
with other parish councils regarding 
footpaths.   
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

I have already been in touch with our local Councillor re. signposting to, and access to, 
the safe footpath from the official Warkworth car park. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Cemetery Bank is referred to in the CA. 
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Please see my comments under Policy W6. N.B. Walking and cycle routes need to be 
made more attractive as well as safer to encourage use. 

Comments noted, amend to refer to 
improving attractiveness. 
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Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

We would welcome a separate cycle path along Rotary Way, along the lines of that 
between Alnmouth and Warkworth for the protaction of both cyclists and pedestrians 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Other routes would also be considered in the 
future and Rotary Way is mentioned. 
  

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Footpath linkages should be dependent on the impact to the environmental, wildlife 
and residents. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Miss Christine 
Bell (residents) 

Disappointed by the lack of upkeep on some of the paths Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

All of these are very important. For Route 1 between Warkworth and Amble, simply 
repainting the faded cycle signs on the pavement at each end, and possibly adding a 
sign half way along, would be a quick way of improving life for cyclists wishing to use 
this route. Better signage at the bottom of the beach road would help deter visiting 
cyclists from risking their lives on the 1068 to Hipsburn. 

Support is welcomed and comments noted, 
no amendments required.    Improved 
signage is referred to in CA14a 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

I think that footpaths to the rig and furrow field would be expensive to install, and 
maintain and have little benefit for only a very small number of residents, and 
considerable negative visual impact 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
There are no plans to increase access to this 
field – there is already a permissive path 
through it.  
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

A shame to see the mill walk deteriorating. Needs bushes cleared near the far end 
beyond the Hermitage and footpath better underfoot. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
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D Baker (resident) I have grave concerns about the shared uuse path on Beal Bank as it is an accident 

waiting to happen. 
a) It is not wide enough for 2 bicycles to pass 
b) Pedestrians cannot hear cyle bells because of traffic noise 
c) The speed of cyclists downhill 
On the OS maps a path is marked from the Butts to join the lower end of Beal Bank.  I 
realise there are price constraints -NCC, Sustrans grants etc etc 

Comments noted, amend to mention Beal 
Bank and cycle route 1 within the village  

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

Trees I am sure you are familiar with the great JMW Turner watercolour of Warkworth 
Castle which I remember was the first painting on display as one entered the "Turner 
and the Masters" exhibition at Tate Britain. This view towards the castle from just 
beyond the bottom of the path leading up from the river bank also featured as a photo 
in the first English Tourist Board poster on display which I used to see coming into the 
arrival hall at Gatwick Airport for meetings in London in the days when I used to live and 
work in Paris. 
 

This view up to the castle, with the path leading the eye up from the riverbank, now no 
longer exists. So such a painting or photograph would not now be possible. This is of 
course because trees and vegetation in general have blocked the vista. I am sure I 
cannot be the only resident or visitor regretting the fact that one of the most 
spectacular views in England has been so badly compromised. 
 

Trees and undergrowth impede the view back to the castle not only from this viewpoint 
at the foot of the path but also more generally from along the Mill Walk which shows 
neglect  to the extent where it has become almost a  jungle. Similarly the view  down to 
the river from the bench at the top of the footpath to the castle is now blocked by 
foliage for much of the year. 
 
We are all of course in favour of trees and greenery in general terms. However I had 
thought that the existing guidelines for Warkworth were intended to preserve and 
enhance the views of the village’s historical buildings, notably the castle, and of its 
natural landscape. Moreover I note that your draft vision mentions protecting and 
enhancing special landscapes and conserving the unique historical environment. The 
increasing proliferation of trees and undergrowth in the wrong places is meaning that a 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Reference to protecting views is included 
within the conservation area policy.  
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tremendous opportunity to maintain and increase the attractions of the village, both 
for visitors and residents, by protecting such views is being lost. 
 

Community Action 15 – Car parking 

AONB Partnership  As for CA14, the AONB Partnership team would be keen to be involved in this important 
community action, and will be able to provide advice and support to ensure parking 
enhancement improve the character and appearance of the designated landscape. 

Comments noted, amend to include 
reference to working with the AONB 
partnership. 
 

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 
 

better to have a time limit on parking rather than a charge Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Most of these points were proposed in 2018 but rejected by residents. Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident)  

Easy parking for those who really need it, discouragement and cost for those who don't. Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 



Warkworth Neighbourhood Plan:  Consultation Statement (November 2023) 
 

223 | P a g e  
 

Consultee Comment  Response/ proposed change   
Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

I don’t think that banning pavement parking on Castle St or having bays will work. 
Maybe there should be some residents parking there. Very difficult to get parked to go 
to the Memorial Hall, particularly if off-loading equipment etc. so it would put people 
off booking the hall if there ends up being no parking there at all. If the village were 
bypassed, it wouldn’t be such an issue in any case. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Yes to: a, b, e No to: c, d, f and g. I think these schemes will generate more problems 
than they solve  
c) would likely encourage people to park elsewhere in the village where people are 
more likely to require short term parking  
d) I think this will generate problems elsewhere (I live on Castle Street so would 
potentially benefit but am against it) and require administration which we as residents 
would no doubt have to pay for.  
f) I think there is a reasonable balance between enforcement where pavement parking 
is done inconsiderately and allowing it where space permits. If this were enforced for 
Castle Street, I would need to park on double yellows for loading/unloading which 
would no doubt generate problems with traffic flow at busy times.  
g) Provision of parking bays would likely encourage long term parking on Castle Street 
pavement, which would be detrimental 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 
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Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Agreed Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 
 

(c)I above would simply increase pressure on the other/free parking within the village 
so would not improve anything for residents/community in general.  
(d) residents parking schemes would not help, since they would create additional 
problems e.g. additional difficulties for non-residents visiting facilities such as the 
memorial hall, and for tradesmen and delivery vans; create a 'blackmarket': long ago, a 
second home owner offer224red to sell us his permit if such a scheme were introduced. 
As a resident of Castle Street, I believe the present first-come first-served system works 
as well as anything could.  
(e) Development of EV charging points in those two locations and many others will be 
absolutely essential for residents in the very near future.  
(f) Enforcement of no parking on pavements would simply mean that there were 10+ 
more cars looking for spaces in the village centre. Yes, it would look better but isn’t 
practical.  
(g) I fear that creating parking bays to regularise pavement parking wouldn’t be practical 
either. The additional kerbs needed seem likely to reduce the space available for cars 
or pedestrians. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 
 

Introducing controls for parking on The Stanners is a good idea though it will increase 
pressure on other areas in the village. Presumably there would be associated signage 
directing visitors to the free long-term parking on the beach road. Enforcing no parking 
on pavements, which I imagine relates to Castle Street, is a fine idea in principle, but in 
practice will displace a significant number of resident's cars to fight for the already 
inadequate number of parking slots on the street and Dial Place. In the busy visitor 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 
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months, residents can already be forced to park on the Stanners - something to be taken 
into account in considering controls in that area. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident)  
 

I agree with some but I don’t think should introduce restricted parking times or 
charging, point c. I don’t think that would improve parking situation, it would just line 
someone’s pockets and make warkworth less easy/appealing for people on limited 
budgets. It would prevent or restrict parish residents from the periphery from driving 
into village to use facilities if charged to park or limited times or if unable the pavement 
park. Similarly residents parking would restrict parish members and locals from 
accessing village facilities as easily. Perhaps having a locals parking system and tourist 
tax! So local people can pop to post office or go for meal and park easily and free but 
the overwhelming number of tourists can be restricted or charged in some way. I live in 
the parish but would be forced out of using local amenities like the post office and 
hospitality if parking restrictions or charges were implemented. The parking on 
pavements down castle street is pretty much neses225ary, so preventing this or 
enforcing no pavement parking would reduce parking in the village significantly and 
there is no alternative or available space to build a carpark in warkworth centre nor 
would we want an unsightly car park plonked anywhere. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Peter and 
Catherine 
Atkinson 
(residents) 
 

We began to fill in your Response form, but there was so much with which we agreed 
that we abandoned that and thought it best just to document the bit that concerns us 
most. Looking at our address on Castle Street, I guess you will realise that I am 
concerned about your proposal to try and remove any parking on the east side of the 
street. 
Having lived on the street for 22 years, I have seen about three different proposals 
offered that have tried to tackle, what other people see as an issue. I’m not sure many 
Castle Street residents see that there is much of an issue at all. The last attempt to try 
and do something was Jeff Watsons idea a few years ago to give residents (and holiday 
homes) parking permits. He did a survey of how many he would need and found that 
there were in theory far too many potential permits over and above the number of 
spaces that could ever be offered. How would permits accommodate family and friends 
visiting or staying in our houses. With issues such as who administers such a scheme 
and how would the expanding number of holiday homes fit into the regulations, he 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 
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abandoned the scheme. His final conclusion was that the people who actually live on 
the street, somehow seem to make it work and hence let sleeping dogs lie. 
We strongly oppose the suggestion to end parking on the east side of the street on the 
following grounds. 
• Ideas of this type invariably come from people who do not live on the street 
and they are often based on how people think the street should look, with a castle at 
one end, a church at the other and lovely old houses in between. The houses on the 
street are our homes and although we recognise the core beauty of Warkworth, we are 
not a chocolate box street that has to be parking free so that visitors can admire it as it 
might have been before cars arrived. We would contend that not one visitor more or 
one visitor less comes to Warkworth on the basis of cars parked, or not parked on the 
east side. Has any visitor ever driven up Castle Street and seen cars on the east side and 
said, “I’m not coming to Warkworth again.” 
• Apart from a few brief periods of the year, there can be between 11 or 13 cars 
parked on the east side. If parking was blocked on that side, then it is obvious that all 
those cars would jockey for a place somewhere else close to their home. The number 
of parking spaces is tight at the best of times, but to try and squeeze another load of 
cars into other parking spots would be highly disruptive. Neighbours might begin to fall 
out with each other which would cause unnecessary aggravation. 
• Cars on either side of the street slow down the traffic and even for people who 
do not live on the road, we’re sure that is regarded as beneficial. If cars and lorries 
sometimes have to stop, then so what. Cars have to stop at the single road through 
Hotspur Gate in Alnwick and there seems no regional outcry about that. 
• When we bought our house in late 1999, we bought it with the current 
arrangements prevailing. It seems unfair that people who do not live on the street offer 
plans that would restrict the parking arrangements we have enjoyed since first arriving. 
• Residents spend a lot of money making their houses look good which helps to 
give Warkworth an attractive appearance. Taking cars off the east side of the street that 
would create difficulties for the residents just because people want the place to, “…look 
nice.” would be seen as very unjust.   
We would ask the Neighbourhood Plan committee to leave the parking alone. We 
welcome visitors coming to Warkworth with free parking and the ability to find a space 
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where they can. Greater use of the Beach Road car park might be helpful, but people 
are not prepared to take their car up there and that’s the reality. Yes, Warkworth gets 
overloaded with cars in the summer, but somehow nobody dies. 
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

1 I believe that the approach to parking is about tolerance. Having lived in Castle Street 
for 34 years, I have obviously got annoyed like everyone else when I can’t park close to 
my house, but looking back I almost always get a slot and have never had to ‘park in 
Amble’. So I think that the important things after patience are to retain the availability 
of all the existing slots and not to go for Residents Parking which would kill the village 
trade by leaving usable slots empty  
There are some residents who have several cars but that is their right and equally there 
are some residents who have none – so things tend to balance out. People who 
complain about parking here might get a shock if they saw how really terrible parking is 
in some ancient UK cities like Cambridge and Oxford, or for comparison in the hill towns 
of Italy where parking is frequently banned altogether 
2 One could consider using granite sets to control careless parking in Castle Terrace 
(such as parking wrong way on and using two slots for one car) as has been successfully 
deployed in Dial Place, and so get the most of the  space. I think to do this would mean 
adopting that slot of land  
3 Also worth consideration is whether renting day time use of the Sun Hotel car park 
during the week when they are not busy might help – though the problem times are 
probably mostly in the evening 
4 One might make parking in the Beach Road  carpark more attractive by having EV 
parking slots which might help drag some cars from the village. This might be a more 
attractive idea  than EV slots in Dial Place which may well completely gum it up and be 
visually inappropriate 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Whilst people complain about parking it’s clear after 6pm that there is sufficient parking 
in the village centre. A lot of parking must be related to businesses (could staff of 
Bertram’s, Coquet Cottages park in the Beach carpark?).  This might make a significant 
daily difference. Any suggested scheme to regulate or control parking will result in 
reduced quantities of spaces overall 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 
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Warkworth 
Memorial Hall 

I am broadly in agreement with the planning document, just one element that may 
cause concern. 
 

I note the desire to enforce no parking on pavements and to create parking bays on 
Castle Street. For concerts and various other events at the Memorial Hall it is essential 
that there is parking available for loading/unloading equipment. To date the pavement, 
although not ideal, has sufficed. Loading/unloading facilities are required if the Hall is 
to continue putting on concerts, visiting drama groups and other large scale events. 
Without these it is possible that the Hall itself will no longer be viable. 
 
On further thought, a loading/unloading bay for the Memorial Hall is essential for every 
day use as a drop-off/pick-up point for some of our elderly or frail visitors, for 
equipment loading/unloading for our regular groups and for 
maintenance/development of Hall facilities. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Malcolm 
Campbell 
(resident) 

Parking restrictions in this area [The Butts] such as residents’ parking are also envisaged. 
This again I would support for the following reasons. 
 
I believe that many comments have been made as to the number of visitors parking in 
the village itself as a base from which to set out for the day without necessarily using 
any facilities within Warkworth. This certainly seems to happen a lot along The Butts. 
 
Another issue is that certain occupiers of holiday lets or other visitors (including to 
houses in Ember Gardens) leave their cars, sometimes for several days, in front of the 
windows of houses on the Butts rather than use the nearby designated parking area on 
The Butts or an available space on the road which is not opposite windows. In some 
cases they simply prefer not to park in front of the house which they themselves are 
using or visiting. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Community Action 16 – Pedestrian safety  

AONB Partnership  Ditto to CA15 Noted, no amendments required. 
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Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

The 20 mph zone must be supported with suitable traffic calming/ management 
measures.In particular the A1068 heading north out of the village where presently 
excessive speed is a hazard for pedestrians should be considered for additional 
measures. 

Noted, no amendments required.  The 
30mph zone now extends north out of the 
village and has a speed management system 
in place for traffic entering the village. 
  

John Howey 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

WPC working on this, but NP support is welcome. Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

I do agree with the 20mph zone. But, as a pedestrian, I could often use a refuge/island, 
but I think it would just encourage more speed from motor vehicles. Focus on reduced 
speed, and developing better driver behaviour. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

There are not enough safe pedestrian crossing points in Warkworth or coming into 
Amble from Warkworth especially now there are more houses off Gloster Hill. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

No room for a pedestrian island on Castle St! Comments noted, no amendments required.   
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Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident)  

The existing 30mph limit isn't respected by some and I suspect those that are currently 
exceeding this wouldn't modify their behaviour with a 20mph limit. A 20mph limit in 
conjunction with some enforcement, e.g. average speed zone on Bridge Street, Castle 
Street and Woodlands, would be highly effective and calming the traffic in the village 
without impeding emergency services. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Agreed Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Margaret Gray 
(resident) 

Pedestrian safety should be given extremely high priority. Residents and visitors, 
especially the elderly, have tremendous difficulty crossing the roads in the village 
centre. Cars frequently exceed the existing speed limit. It can only be a matter of time 
before there is an extremely serious accident. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

A 20 mph restriction through the middle of the village would make a huge difference, 
but I thought such limits were not permitted on an A road? 

Support welcomed and comments noted, no 
amendments required.  The parish council 
will note this for on-going discussions with 
NCC. 
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Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Unless you provide a bypass road I don’t feel the main road to alnwick should be 
restricted to 20mph and would create a worse traffic problem and more if a warkworth 
bottle neck than the tight bend at the caste already is. and I think traffic calming 
measures within warkworth on castle street would make the village look like a ghetto. 
Similarly a flashing zebra or pelican crossing is not in keeping with the village on castle 
street. By the school certainly worth considering but at this section traffic doesn’t seem 
that heavy to warrant expenditure of zebra crossing etc. People should employ the 
green cross code, stop, look and listen. Don’t cross in front of cars! A pedestrian crossing 
at the wynd in amble doesn’t seem needed as there is not much on the west side of the 
road for people to cross over too or from, but certainly an island might be of benefit 
and the recently added speed flashing sign by the marina entrance is a definite 
improvement. Speed humps or the chicane type road narrowing measures at the wynd 
again will make the area look like a ghetto and will cause massive disruption to put in 
and once in disrupt the flow of traffic along what is the only route north probably 
making issues worse rather than better. A mini roundabout at bottom of wynd and 
marina entrance probably more appropriate. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
Discussions with the county council will 
include all aspects of safety and aesthetics. 

James Cox 
(resident) 

Traffic 
1 The main problem with traffic is that there is too much of it and it is too fast (and too 
big) for medieval streets. The eventual answer is a bypass – which would be safer and 
would improve air quality and QOL for the medieval core  
However I presume that this will not happen in my lifetime, so meanwhile I think an 
answer is breaking up the flow of traffic and slowing it with chicanes on the approaches 
to the village, a pedestrian crossing and 20mph speed limit – the police said in the past 
that they would do not do these but perhaps they might now as the situation is worse. 
Traffic experts would be needed to make any such change ‘village friendly’ 
2 Another traffic problem is cars competing to get in or out of Beach Road. Sooner or 
later there will be an accident as cars often reverse into the main road 
If the Beach Road was made one way upto the road on the left, and speed restricted to 
20mph, and the traffic exited left along the road beyond the cemetery then maybe this 
would be safer. The number of cars is not so very great but safety and flow would be 
improved 
 

Comments noted, amend to refer to safety 
on Cemetery Bank, both for pedestrians and 
cars turning.  
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Community Action 17 – Warkworth Bypass 

Amble Town 
Council  

Bypass- the original suggested route is now compromised by development. Also initially 
businesses were against this as they felt it could lead to a downfall in passing trade 
especially when most needed in the winter months. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

AONB Partnership  Whilst sympathising with problems caused by traffic flow on the A1068, due to 
topography and the east coast mainline, I think this is unrealistic. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required. 
   

Lisa Hobden 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Charles Belcher 
(resident) 

New roads should not be an option to consider given the imperatives 
of climate change and the need to safeguard the countryside. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Rod Galilee 
(resident) 

Good luck. Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Sheila Pearson 
(resident) 

The complications, cost, community disagreements, delays for this would be huge. 
Instead: discourage unsuitable heavy traffic from driving through village, discourage 
unneccessary car journeys, reduce speeds, develop better driver behaviour. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Julia Chambers 
(resident) 

This might not be possible but could we at least ban unsuitable vehilcals from coming 
through and getting stuck etc 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

P Dowlen 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Catherine Dowlen 
(resident) 

Or limit heavy vehicles being allowed to come through the village Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Ian Smith 
(resident) 

Support the community action  Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Michael Colin 
Nixon (Amble 
resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
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Mrs Norma 
Arthur (resident) 

Strongly support a bypass for heavy traffic through our village Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Lynne Cole 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jacqueline Turpin 
(resident) 

Any bypass should respect the whole of the parish and not just property owners in the 
village of Warkworth. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
  

Mrs Chris Taylor 
(resident) 

Supports the community action Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Jonathan Willey 
(resident) 

Very supportive but it would need to be to the west of the village! Comments noted, no amendments required. 
   

Julie Rhodes and 
Liam Jowett 
(residents) 

Do not support the community action Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Jonathan Deacon 
and Megan 
Forsyth 
(residents) 

Do not support the community action Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Miss Christine 
Bell (resident) 

More detail required. The problem with bypassing traffic is it is often passing trade that 
uses cafes and gift shops. 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

Tim Gray 
(resident) 

If only! Noted, no amendments required. 
 

Sarah Haggie 
(resident) 

Worth considering to reduce the traffic going through the village and aid/speed 
transport links to those not needing to go through warkworth 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
 

James Cox 
(resident) 

The main problem with traffic is that there is too much of it and it is too fast (and too 
big) for medieval streets. The eventual answer is a bypass – which would be safer and 
would improve air quality and QOL for the medieval core (see comments CA16) 
 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Given the economic situation, and the A1 still not dualled, it’s unlikely a bypass would 
get funding, BUT it would solve so many of the village’s environmental issues ( noise 
pollution, traffic density, cycle and pedestrian safety). 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
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Community Actions 14 – 17 combined 

Gillian Maude 
(resident) 

Cycle parking also needed at the Castle, new community centre (more than just 1 or 2) 
Agree to 3 hour max stay at the Stanners, signing Beach Road as long stay  
I think the A1 is the Warkworth By-pass, and should be signed as such. 
 

Comments noted, amend to liaise with 
English Heritage regarding cycle parking 

Anna Willey 
(resident) 

Resident parking would not increase the number of spaces or guarantee a spot near 
your house. Do not want markings on pavements. Residents park on Stanners. Village 
will never cope if permanent parking removed. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.  
The parish council will note this for on-going 
discussions with NCC. 
 

Luke Currie 
(resident age 14) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Lorna Allan 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Delphine Currie 
(resident age 12) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 

Helen Bow 
(resident) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

John and Lynn 
Hayes (residents 
of Bedlington) 

Support Support welcomed; no amendments 
required. 
 

Anonymous  
 

14c – no space to do this safely.  Current problem with cyclists on pavements.  This 

might make it worse 

15c – this would negatively affect residents 

15d – would not increase parking capacity or guarantee a space near your house 

15f – noy/t in favour 

15g – would not increase capacity 

16 – pedestrian crossings - no-one will want this outside their house (traffic noise and 

belisha beacons). 

16 – 20mph -THIS WOULD BE BRILLIANT – less noise and easier to cross the road. 

Comments noted, no amendments required.   
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Esther Currie 
(resident) 

Parking on the Beach Rd would be beneficial both in terms of safety and preserving the 

character of the village. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Alistair Currie 
(resident) 

A Bypass and parking out of the village would be hugely beneficial in restoring the 

history of the village. 

Support welcomed and comments noted; no 
amendments required. 
 

Jane Brown 
(resident) 

But still no mention of improving bus routes ? More emphasis on additional parking ? 

HOw about park and ride ? E.g. from Alnwick, Amble or the station at Alnmouth ? Fewer 

cars, less need for car parks 

Amend to include additional community 
action to work with the county council and 
public transport providers to seek to improve 
accessibility and integration. 
 

 


