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1. Introduction 

 
1.1 This statement has been prepared by Seaton Valley Council (SVC).  It accompanies the Submission Draft Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan (SVNP), 

which has been submitted to Northumberland County Council (NCC) under section 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations General (2012 – ‘the 
Regulations’). 
 

1.2 The SVNP has been prepared by SVC, the qualifying body for the area covering Seaton Valley Parish, as designated by NCC on 15 October 2015 (a copy 
of the designation document is included at Appendix 1). 
 

1.3 The SVNP relates to planning matters (the use and development of land) in the designated neighbourhood area and covers the period from adoption 
to 2036.  It does not contain policies relating to excluded development1 as laid out in the regulations. 
 

1.4 This statement sets out how the SVNP has been prepared in accordance with the regulations and meets the ‘basic conditions’ set out in paragraph 8(2) 
of Schedule 4B to the 1990 Act, as applied to neighbourhood plans by section 38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The regulations 
state that a neighbourhood plan will have met the basic conditions if: 

a. having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood 
development plan; 

b. the making of the neighbourhood development plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development; 
c. the making of the neighbourhood development plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan for the 

area of the authority (or any part of that area);  
d. the making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations as incorporated into UK 

law; and 
e. prescribed conditions are met in relation to the plan and prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the proposal for the 

neighbourhood plan.  The following prescribed condition relates to neighbourhood plans: 

• Regulation 32 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations (as amended by the Conservation of Habitats and Species and Planning 
(various amendments) Regulations (2018) sets out a further basic condition in addition to those set out in the primary legislation: that the 
making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017. 

 
1.5 Sections 2 – 5 of this statement provide information to demonstrate how the Submission Draft SVNP meets the basic conditions.  

 
1 Such as minerals and waste matters or nationally significant infrastructure projects. 
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2. National policies and advice 
 
2.1 National Planning Policy is set out within the National Planning Policy Framework (2019 - NPPF) and guidance is set out within the National Planning 

Practice Framework (NPPG).  The Submission Draft SVNP has been prepared having regard to the NPPF and NPPG. 
 

2.2 The SVNP contains only two policies.  The table below provides a summary of how the two policies have had regard to national policy and guidance.  
The paragraphs referred to are considered to be the most relevant to the policy and are not intended to be a comprehensive list of every possible 
relevant paragraph. 
 

Table 1:  Conformity with national polices and guidance 
 

Seaton Valley NP National policies and guidance 
Policy References Comments on conformity  

Policy SV1: Local 
Green Space  

NPPF: 99-101 
 

NPPG: 007/ 37-
007-20140306 to 
022/ 37-022-
20140306). 
 

The Local Green Space and Protected Open Space Background Paper sets out how the 24 sites which are 
proposed to be designated as local green space meet the detailed requirements set out within the NPPF and 
NPPG. The sites do not have planning permission, nor are they designated for development, or an extensive 
tract of land. The sites are demonstrably important to the local community and are in close proximity to the 
community to which they serve. 

Policy SV2: Protected 
Open Space 

NPPF: 96-97 
 

NPPG: 001/37-
001-20140306, 
002 /37-002-
20140306, 003 
/37-003-
20140306 

The NPPF highlights the importance of access to a network of high-quality open spaces for the health and 
well-being of local communities.  In addition, that existing open spaces should not be built on unless key 
criteria are met.   NPPG identifies that open space, which includes all open space of public value, can take 
many forms.  
 

The Local Green Space and Protected Open Space Background Paper describes the methodology for the 
identification of protected open space and describes the reasons spaces are proposed for designation. Policy 
SV2 identifies all of the allocated open spaces and includes criteria which will be used for the assessment of 
development proposals which could result in the loss of protected open space. The criteria accord with the 
requirements of the NPPF. 
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3. Sustainable development  
 
3.1 The NPPF defines the Government’s view of what sustainable development means in practice for the planning system in England.  Paragraph 8 explains 

that there are three overarching objectives to sustainable development:  economic, social and environmental.   
 
3.2 The two relevant objectives of sustainable development to the proposed vision and policies of the SVNP are the social and environmental dimension.  

The social objective is:  
‘to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of 
present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect 
current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-being.’ 

 
3.3 The environment objective is: 

‘to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, helping to improve 
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to 
a low carbon economy.’ 
 

3.4 The vision of the plan is that by 2036 green and other open spaces which are important to the character of the area and the local community, will be 
protected for the benefit of current and future generations.  The policies aim to deliver this vision by protecting important open spaces.  The vision of 
the plan and proposed planning policies will therefore contribute towards the social element of sustainable development by ensuring there are 
accessible open spaces to support current and future community’s health, social and cultural well-being.  The vision and policies will contribute to the 
environmental element of sustainable development by assisting with the protection of the natural, built and historic environment.  
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4. Development Plan – strategic policies 
 
4.1 This section considers the extent to which the policy contained within the SVNP is in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development 

plan for the neighbourhood area, which comprises: 
• The Blyth Valley Core Strategy (2007 - BVCS); 
• The Blyth Valley Development Control Policies (2007 – BVDCP); and 
• The saved policies of the Blyth Valley District Local Plan (1999 - BVDLP). 

 
4.2 NCC provided confirmation of the strategic policies in the development plan that cover the plan area; this is included at Appendix 2.  Table 2 sets out 

how policies SV1 and SV2 of the SVP are in general conformity with the relevant strategic development plan policies.  The new Northumberland Local 
Plan is currently subject to public examination; therefore, reference is made within table 2 to the emerging draft policies (NLP(d)). 

 
Table 2: General conformity with the strategic policies 
 

Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan Strategic Development Plan Policy 
Policy Policy  Comments on conformity  

Policy SV1: Local Green Space 
BVCS: ENV1, 
ENV2, ENV3  

The approach for the identification of local green space accords with the provisions of policies 
ENV1, ENV2 and ENV3 which seek to protect the historic and natural environment from 
inappropriate development. The emerging NLP does not contain any strategic policies on Local 
Green Space, however it refers to the role of neighbourhood plans in identifying areas of local 
green space.  
 

Policy SV2: Protected Open Space 

BVCS: C2 
NLP(d): INF5 

Policy C2 identifies the priorities for open space: to enhance welfare ground and grass pitches; 
require new developments to contribute to the enhancement and development of green 
corridors; to improve biodiversity of community spaces; and safeguard the cultural heritage value 
of open space. 
 

The emerging NLP identifies areas of protected open space and seeks to protect against its loss. 
Policy SV2 identifies areas of open space for protection with the intention that they are 
safeguarded and developed only where specific criteria are met. This approach accords with the 
provisions of the relevant adopted and emerging development plan policies. 
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5. EU obligations and prescribed conditions 
 
European Convention on Human Rights 
 
5.1 Throughout the preparation of the SVNP emphasis has been placed to ensure that no sections of the community have been isolated or excluded.  The 

SVNP is fully compliant with the requirements of the European Convention on Human Rights.  There is no discrimination stated or implied, nor any 
threat to the fundamental rights guaranteed under the convention. 

 
Strategic Environmental Assessment  

 
5.2 European Directive (2001/42/EC) on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment is known as the Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive.  SEA is required for all plans that may have a significant effect on the environment. 
 

5.3 SEA is a way of ensuring that the environmental implications of policies are taken into account before plans are brought into force. NCC provided a 
screening opinion, which is available on the NCC website2, to establish whether a SEA was required for the plan. This concluded that: 
 

“In the opinion of Northumberland County Council, Strategic Environment Assessment of the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan is NOT required for 
the following reason: 

• The Plan does not allocate sites for development or expressly support further development in the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Area. 
Accordingly, significant positive or negative effects on the environment are considered unlikely to arise as a result of the introduction and 
implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

This opinion is supported by the statutory consultation bodies, that is: the Environment Agency; Historic England; and Natural England.” 
 
 

Habitats Regulations 
 

5.4 The European Directive (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna protects habitats and species of European nature 
conservation importance.  It is a requirement that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is undertaken a in line with the provisions set by the 
amended Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2010) to assess the effects of the Neighbourhood Plan on European Sites.  The stages 
involved in a HRA are: 

• Screening - to ascertain whether or not plans or proposals would give rise likely significant effects on European Sites;  

• Appropriate Assessment - to identify whether there will be an adverse effect on European Site integrity; and  

 
2 https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx  

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx
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• Subsequent procedures where significant effect on integrity of European Sites remains. 
 

5.5 A Habitats Regulations Assessment screening opinion was undertaken by NCC, the screening opinion is available on the NCC website3.  The screening 

opinion concluded: 

“The Neighbourhood Plan contains two policies, which protect greenspaces and community open spaces within the plan area. This policy will not 

facilitate new development and therefore cannot cause a significant effect on any European sites, alone or in combination with any other plans or 

policies. 

In accordance with Regulation 106 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 as amended, Northumberland County Council 

concludes that the Seaton Valley Neighbourhood Plan Pre-Submission Draft September 2020 is unlikely to have a significant effect on any European 

sites and therefore it is unnecessary to undertake an appropriate assessment prior to the adoption of the Plan. 

The above conclusion is supported by Natural England with this being confirmed in a letter dated 25th November 2020.”   

 
3 https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx  

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-policy/Neighbourhood.aspx
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6. Conclusion 
 

6.1 This statement, which is required under Regulation 15 of the Town and Country Planning (Neighbourhood Planning) Regulations 2012 has demonstrated 
that the SVNP: 

• has regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State; 

• will contribute to the achievement of sustainable development; 

• is in general conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan for the area which for the time being remains the Blyth Valley Core 
Strategy, Blyth Valley Development Control Policies and the Blyth Valley District Local Plan; and  

• does not breach and is compatible with European Union obligations as incorporated into UK law. 
 

6.2  The SVNP also complies with the legal requirements set out in Paragraph 8(1) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
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Appendix 1:  Neighbourhood area designation document 
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Appendix 2:  Development plan – strategic policies   
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