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Introduction
1.1   This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil legal obligations set out in 

the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. These require that when a 
qualifying body submits a neighbourhood development plan to the local planning 
authority it must also provide a Consultation Statement. Regulation 15(2) describes what 
is required in a Consultation Statement. This indicates that a Consultation Statement 
must contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan;

	 q explain how they were consulted;

	 q summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

	 q  describe how those issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 
addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.

1.2  This Consultation Statement sets out:

 q  The background to consultation on the neighbourhood development plan for Alnwick 
and Denwick.

	 q  The publicity, engagement and consultation steps that have helped to shape and 
inform preparation of the Plan;

	 q  Details of those consulted about the Plan at the various stages of plan preparation and 
the extent to which efforts were made to ensure the Plan was prepared with support 
and input from the local community; and

	 q  A description of the changes made to policies as the Plan emerged in response to 
consultation, engagement and critical review.

1
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1.3   The Statement concludes that the process and techniques involved in seeking community 
engagement and the outcomes achieved culminating in the preparation of Submission 
Draft Plan were extensive and appropriate to the purpose of the Plan.

	 q  The extent of engagement is considered by Alnwick Town Council and Denwick Parish 
Council to at least meet the obligations set out in the Regulations.

	 q  The Consultation Statement supports and describes the process of plan making as 
envisaged through the Localism Act 2011 and the associated Regulations and sets out 
how it has been applied in Alnwick and Denwick.    

	 q  The methods used and outcomes achieved from engagement have resulted in the 
submission of a better plan that, in the opinion of Alnwick Town Council and Denwick 
Parish Council, best meets community expectations expressed during the plan 
preparation and the aspirations of those Councils.

	 q  The Statement includes information on why a Plan has been prepared; how the Draft 
Plan was prepared; how engagement with the community resulted in modifications to 
the Plan; and describes the extent of those modifications, which are apparent through 
a review of successive versions of the Plan and its policies. 

	 q  The Statement also describes the roles of the various parties involved in the inception 
of the Plan and seeks to explain why the Plan has been prepared in the manner 
adopted by the Town and Parish Councils with support from the local planning 
authority. 

  This is intended to help the Independent Examiner review the process of plan preparation 
and make any appropriate recommendations in relation to the Draft Plan having regard to 
the extensive and iterative processes employed in preparing the Submission Draft.
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Background
2.1  The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan has been developed by a Steering Group 

of volunteers with direction and support from the Alnwick and Denwick Town Councils 
and the local community. 

2.2   In March 2011 Alnwick Town Council commissioned Argyle Planning Consultancy to 
facilitate a partner discussion event looking at the future vision for Alnwick and outlining 
the context for a Neighbourhood Plan. 

2.3  With the demise of the local Development Trust in 2011 and having already lost a tier 
of local government with the formation of a Unitary Authority in 2009, neighbourhood 
planning seemed like a natural successor to enhance and develop the aims of the Alnwick 
Community Partnership and produce a plan that will serve the towns of Alnwick and 
Denwick for the next 16years.

  It was clear from the discussion event that there was support for neighbourhood 
planning and in November 2011 a Steering Group was formally established, drawing on 
Community Partnership members, Town and Parish councillors and other stakeholder 
representatives with the aim of delivering an Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan. 

2.4  In early 2012 the Steering Group and the Community Engagement Sub-Group explored 
the most effective ways to reach the communities of Alnwick and Denwick  looking into 
web-based and social media tools that would extend the availability of information 
beyond those who could attend a programme of consultation events. After launching 
a logo competition via a local advertising magazine which was delivered to every 
household, a logo design was agreed and shortly after this a website was commissioned.        

 www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

2
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2.5  The Plan has been developed through extensive consultation with the people of Alnwick 
and Denwick and other organisations and individuals with an interest in the town. The 
Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared for Alnwick Town Council (The ‘Qualifying Body’ 
under the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations) and Denwick Parish Council by the 
Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, which has been assisted 
throughout by officers of Northumberland County Council.

2.6  The aims of the community engagement programme are:
	 q To encourage participation, debate and consensus
	 q To provide feedback on people’s involvement and the outcomes of their contribution 
	 q  To provide adequate time and information to enable participants to contribute 

effectively
	 q To select appropriate engagement methods for each activity
	 q To be honest about expectations and constraints
	 q To actively listen and be open to influence.

2.7 The plan preparation process involved a number of consultation stages. 

  In the summer of 2011 Alnwick Town Council applied for funding to be a Neighbourhood 
Planning Front Runner and after being successful in securing that funding decided in 
September 2011 to begin with the preparation of the plan. The Steering Group embarked 
on an initial round of consultation with residents to identify the issues facing the town 
and the surrounding area. This took place over the winter of 2011.

2.8  In 2012 the Steering Group began to research the issues raised and work up proposals 
around the possible options available. A further round of consultation was held on these 
issues and options in winter 2012 and the information gathered was used to prepare the 
draft plan over 2013/14.
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 2.9  A third round of consultation was held on the draft plan in the summer of 2014, which has 
resulted in amendments being made in readiness for submission of the plan.

2.10  Throughout the consultation different ways of keeping the community informed 
have been used with details of all events and activities being advertised through the 
local press, via the website and with the support of the local traders and community 
organisations.
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An application for 
the designation of an 
Neighbourhood  Area was 
applied for in June 2012.

The Neighbourhood Area 

was designated by 
Northumberland County 
Council in April 2013.
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2011

2012

28th June 11 Steering Group Meeting

2nd August 11 Steering Group Meeting

27th Sept 11 Steering Group Meeting

18th October 11 Steering Group Meeting

15th Nov 11 Steering Group Meeting

20th December 11 Steering Group Meeting

STAGE

1
Identifying the issues important to Alnwick and Denwick - 
How we consulted and with whom

November Advert in the Alnwick Cryer to raise awareness

December  Questionnaire produced and distributed to all households in 
Alnwick and Denwick (4,700) and partners

Website launched

Press Release sent to newspapers

3 Stages of Community Engagement & Consultation

LINK TO ADVERT

LINK TO QUESTIONNAIRE

LINK TO WEBSITE

Press Release
LINK TO DOCUMENTS

http://www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk/
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2012 17th January 12 Steering Group Meeting

21st February 12 Steering Group Meeting

20th March 12 Steering Group Meeting

27th Stall on the Farmers’ Market with Town Hall open as  
January a drop-in.

4th Alnwick Community Centre and Willowburn Sports  
February Centre drop-in session

2nd March Denwick Parish Council public meeting

What response did we get? 688CONSULTATION
RESPONSES
RECEIVED

What is it?
q  New planning powers have been introduced through the Localism 

Act in 2011.

q  These give power to local people through their parish council to 
produce their own plan.

q Policies and proposals in the plan will shape future development.

q All planning  applications have to be decided in line with the plan.

What will it do?
q  The plan will set out a local vision for the development of the area, 

that is: what should go where.

q Provide local land-use policies to guide development.

q Allocate land for development agreed locally as being needed.

How is it done?

Are there any restrictions?
q The plan can cover anything that is important to the community.

q  There can be only one plan in each parish and it must last for a 
reasonable period of time.

q  Only the land-use policies in the plan can be used to make decisions 
on planning applications.

q It must be prepared having regard to national planning policies.

q  It must be in general conformity with the County Council’s planning 
policies for the area.

q  The plan can’t be used to prevent development already agreed 
through higher level policies.

q The plan must be agreed by a referendum of local people.

Process started by local communities

Plan prepared by local communities

Examined by independent examiner who considers  
how it fits with other planning documents

Referendum seeking adoption
Simple majority in favour of progress

Neighbourhood Plan adopted by  
Local Authority Planning Authority

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

Local Authority Support

Local Authorities must 
provide support and advice 

to parishes preparing a plan.

What area will it cover? 
The Plan will cover all of Alnwick and 
Denwick Parishes. This is because much of 
the southern parts of Alnwick town  
are already located within an area of 
Denwick Parish called Denwick Detached.
This is also the area where there is potential for 
further development. For example the proposed 
new High School site is located within Denwick 
Parish. So although the plan will concentrate on 
issues facing the town, it made sense to include the wider area. 

How will the plan be managed?
For the purposes of the legislation Alnwick Town Council is the 
’qualifying body’ but all decisions on the plan will be taken 
jointly and in consultation with Denwick Parish Council.
The day to day management of the project to prepare the plan is being 
undertaken by a steering group from within the Alnwick Community 
Partnership. The steering group meets monthly and is made up of 
councillors from Alnwick Town and Denwick Parish Council as well as 
county councillors and representatives from a wide range of groups,  
organisations  and services within the town. 

Frontrunner Status
Alnwick and Denwick area is one of a number of neighbourhoods 
in England chosen to test new planning powers to create 
community-led neighbourhood  plans. These areas are known  
as the ‘Front Runners’.
Our experiences will inform government guidance on how 
neighbourhood plans could be prepared elsewhere in the country. 

Being a Front Runner Means…. 
q  Benefitting from dedicated funding support from central government 

to Northumberland County Council.

q  Significant technical support and guidance from the county council. 

q  Help and guidance from other organisations such as Planning Aid

q  A chance to raise the profile of the Parish by leading the way and 
showing what Alnwick can achieve 

So what can you do…
q  The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will put together a draft 

plan for the town, but… it is your area and your plan so we need  
to know what you think.

q  We’d like you to tell us what you think is good and bad about living 
and working in Alnwick.

q  We are collecting ideas and information from anyone who wishes  
to comment. 

q  This information will give us a much clearer idea on those things 
that matter to you in the area and what should be included  
in the plan.

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

Environment
What is important to you and what concerns  
do you have about the environment in the Alnwick  
and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Managing change in a way that respects  
the environment.

q The need to provide more public green space.

q  Protecting landscape and biodiversity  
and wildlife.

q A community based renewable energy scheme. 

Heritage and Culture 
What is important to you about the  
heritage and culture of our area?
This might include

q  Preserving , enhancing and promoting  
our heritage.

q The need to develop our arts and culture.

q Improvements to Northumberland Hall. 

Community Facilities
What are the issues around  
the provision of community  
facilities in the area?
This might include:

q Maintaining and developing the area’s community facilities. 

q Providing quality education facilities and resources.

q Development of a new high school campus.

q Provision of a purpose built youth centre. 

Housing
What are the housing issues  for the community living  
in the Alnwick and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Providing sufficient housing choice to  
meet future needs.

q House prices and affordability.

q Re-use of redundant buildings.

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

ISSUES
What do you think are the issues 
of most importance in Alnwick & 
Denwick whether you live or work 

in the area or use its services?

Please complete a questionnaire and 
write any additional comments under  

the relevant heading on the 
comments wall.

Economy and Employment
What are the key local issues  around  
jobs and the economy?
This might include:

q  Developing and widening employment  
opportunities to support the resident population. 

Retail and Tourism
What do you think is  
important about Alnwick as  
a retail and tourism centre?
This might include:

q  Maintaining and improving the range of  
shops and services in the area. 

q  Preserving and improving Alnwick as a tourist destination.

q  Provision of improved serviced accommodation in the town.

q  Improving the vitality of the Market Place. 

Sport and Recreation
What issues are important in terms  
of sport and recreation?
This might include:

q  Providing good quality and affordable sports,  
recreational and play facilities. 

Transport
What matters to you most about transport in  
the Alnwick and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Improving transport links and accessibility.

q  Improving pedestrian and cycle links.

q  Car parking.

q  A new or improved bus station. 

Please tell us about any other matters you feel 
are important for you, where you live,  

or for the wider local community,  
in Alnwick and Denwick Parishes.

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

ISSUES
What do you think are the issues 
of most importance in Alnwick & 
Denwick whether you live or work 

in the area or use its services?

Please complete a questionnaire and 
write any additional comments under  

the relevant heading on the 
comments wall.

This is only the start...
This is only the first opportunity for everyone to get involved in 
making a Neighbourhood Plan for Alnwick.  
Everything you tell us will help to guide how the Plan is 
prepared and what it includes. 
This period of early engagement on what you  
think should be included in a Plan for Alnwick ends  
on Friday 10 February 2012.

This is the first chance for you to let us know what you love  
about living and working here; what you’re less keen on; and what you 
think is needed to improve life in the area.

We are happy to continue to meet with local residents, businesses, 
groups and organisations active in the area to talk about the Plan  
as it progresses.

What will we do with your comments?
q  All of the information provided through the questionnaires and drop 

in discussions is important. We will consider how your comments, 
concerns and suggestions can be used to inform what is included 
the Plan.

q  This will help us draw up the plan and tell the story of what people 
in the area most want to see happen.

At the end of this consultation period  
we will:
q  Prepare and publish a report summarising comments made by 

questionnaire and at the  drop-in events.

q  This report will be made available online at the www.alnwick-and-
denwick-plan.org.uk website and paper copies will be available 
throughout the parish.

q  Hold further local consultation and community involvement activities 
to share our thoughts and ideas.

How can you next get involved?
This new  way of planning gives us all the chance to get involved and 
make sure our voices are heard when plans are being prepared. 

We think the best way to make this happen is for you, your friends, 
your family, neighbours and workmates to tell us about the things that 
matter in Alnwick.

We’d like you to tell us what affects you most where you live and what 
changes you would like to see. We would love you to get involved at 
all stages of the project whether that just means telling us about those 
things that matter, or volunteering your time and skills to help write 
the Plan.

q  To keep in touch, we are working with the Gazette, who have agreed 
to print articles about the plan.

q  Details of future events will be publicised locally and online at  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

So what 
happens 

next?

A1 DISPLAY BOARDS FOR CONSULTATION EVENTS 

Consultation
Responses

LINK TO DOCUMENTS
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2012

2012

12th April 2012 Steering Group Meeting

25th May 2012 Steering Group Meeting

19th June 2012 Steering Group Meeting

17th July 2012 Steering Group Meeting

14th August 2012 Steering Group Meeting

18th Sept 2012 Steering Group Meeting

16th October 12 Steering Group Meeting

20th Nov 2012 Steering Group Meeting

26th March Partner Discussion Event on the issues

24th July  Workshop held to discuss cross cutting issues for the Plan 
and start developing options’

How did we consider the responses?

All results & comments  were considered by topic leads and used in the drafting of the issues and 
options sections of the plan and considered by the Steering Group .

Programme &
Report

LINK TO DOCUMENTS
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2012

2013 15th Jan 2013 Steering Group Meeting

Consultation Period: Mid-December 2012 to Mid-February 2013

18th Community Partnership Meeting attended by partners  
December  in Council Chambers to launch issues and options consultation 

Minutes
LINK TO DOCUMENTS22nd Dec Market stall at Farmers Christmas market used for consultation  

STAGE

2
Issues and Options 
How we consulted and with whom

ALNWICK & DENWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP)  
is your plan for your neighbourhood.

It is a new type of plan prepared under the Localism Act where the local 
community is in ‘the driving seat’. Alnwick Town Council, in consultation 
with Denwick Parish Council, is preparing the plan but an essential part 

of the process is that you, as local residents and people who use the 
town, are fully engaged.

Last December we published a questionnaire, asking your views on the 
main issues facing the area.  Since then we have been investigating the 
issues you helped identify, developing aims for the plan and looking at 

options across a range of topic areas.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

The ADNP is very much your plan for your local neighbourhood area.  

However, for the plan to have full weight, it is important that we work within broad 
national planning policies and Northumberland Core Strategy policies.  

We have therefore been working  with the County Council exploring  
and testing our ideas with them.

Before we draft the plan itself it is important we get your views on the options  
we have identified - so this booklet gives you a flavour of where we are  

with each topic and asks a number of questions.  

The answers will help us move the plan forward.  

If you feel the questions do not cover all the areas that you want to comment on, 
please use the space at the end of the questionnaire to tell us what you think.

This booklet is only a summary of all the work over the last year and we have  
focussed the questions on the key areas we need your views on.  

The detailed papers on each topic are all available on the website at:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

Your views on any aspect of those papers would be welcome and can be sent in by 
email, post or by using the website ‘Contact Us’ page.

December 2012

For further information contact: Bill Batey, Chief Officer and Town Clerk,  
Alnwick Town Council, Cemetery Lodge Office, South Road, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2PH  

Telephone 07971 810267 or email: bill.batey@btconnect.com

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

A large print version of this document is available on request.

ALNWICK & DENWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANALNWICK & DENWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire

1

Community Facilities

 CYF 1	 	Information,	advice	and	support
	 	Where the opportunities arise in the town centre, 

should Information, Advice and Support services 
be located together? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 2	 	Community	buildings
	 	The area has a wide range of community 

buildings, which should be retained and improved 
to provide better services. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 CYF 3	 	Services	for	young	people
	 	Will the proposed new High School site at 

Greensfield provide a good location to base 
provision of youth work and facilities for young 
people? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 4	 	Youth	shelter
	 	Should an area within the town be identified and 

developed to provide a youth shelter (to include 
seating, lighting and open wifi access)? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 5	 	Services	for	older	people
	 	Is the extent and range of services provided for 

older people adequate for the next 10 to 15 years? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 6	 	Public	toilets
	 	Should the plan provide for improved and fully 

accessible public toilet facilities? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 7	 	Community	communication	and	
awareness

	 	Communication methods should be improved 
by developing a local information website for 
Alnwick alongside other forms of communication. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Economy & Employment

 EMP 1	 The	level	of	economic	growth
	 	The plan should support greater economic 

growth than we have seen in recent times, but at 
a sustainable level. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 EMP 2	 	The	location	of	employment	
generating	development		
eg offices, warehouses and industry

	 Should	the	Plan	(tick one box only)

     Provide employment land principally east 
of the A1 near to existing employment sites 
such as the Lionheart Estate? 

or	     Provide employment land south of the town  
at Greensfield? 

or	     In neither location?

or	     In both locations?

 EMP 3	 	Existing	employment	sites		
eg offices, warehouses and industry

	 Should	the	Plan	(tick one box only)

     Seek to retain existing employment sites for 
office, industrial, and storage uses? 

or	     Allow these sites to have wider uses, 
providing they lead to the retention /creation 
of employment and investment in the fabric 
and infrastructure of these areas?

As a start we would like your views on the plan aims 
set out in the accompanying document.  

Do the plan aims clearly express what you think 
should be the aspirations for the neighbourhood plan?

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	
If no, please explain any changes you would wish to make...

8

Freepost RSTT-KXZU-HJHU
Alnwick Town Council
Cemetery Lodge Office
South Road
ALNWICK
NE66 2PH

How to fold the questionnaire

1 Fold the questionnaire 
in half with address 
side  showing.

2 Fold along dotted lines 
as shown - bottom third 
folds up.

3 Fold top third down and 
tuck into the bottom 
third as shown.

The questionnaire 
should now be like this

4

Once folded, pop it into any postbox - it is pre-addressed and free to post - no stamp needed!

It is a new type of plan prepared under the 
Localism Act where the local community is 
in ‘the driving seat’. Alnwick Town Council, 
in consultation with Denwick Parish Council, 
is preparing the plan but an essential part of 
the process is that you, as local residents and 
people who use the town, are fully engaged.

Last December we published a questionnaire, 
asking your views on the main issues 
facing the area.  Since then we have been 
investigating the issues you helped identify, 
developing aims for the plan and looking at 
options across a range of topic areas.

The following are the aims we think the plan 
must achieve:

1 Economy and Employment 
To support, strengthen and diversify Alnwick 
as the principal employment and service 
centre for the wider area.

2 Retail and Tourism
To maintain and develop a comprehensive mix 
of retail and tourism facilities which provide 
a  locally distinctive shopper and visitor 
experience, whilst meeting local needs.  

3  Community, Leisure  
and Education Facilities

To provide high quality, accessible and 
affordable community, leisure and education 
facilities to meet the needs of all parts of the 
local community.

4 Transport
To improve the facilities for the movement of 
people, goods and services within Alnwick 
and Denwick. To enhance the pedestrian 
experience and to improve the management 
of vehicle access throughout the plan area.  

5 Environment
To create a more sustainable neighbourhood 
that respects and enhances the special 
character of the area.

To increase the amount of public open space 
that is readily accessible to all.

6 Heritage and Culture
To protect and enhance the special 
architectural and historic character of 
Alnwick as a unique ducal township and 
promote its key role in supporting the local 
economy and in defining local identity.

To sustain and enrich the cultural life of 
Alnwick.

7 Housing
To provide a sufficient quantity and range of 
good quality housing, appropriate to meet 
local needs and the development of the town 
as a sustainable service centre.

8 Sport and Recreation
To improve the provision of good quality, 
accessible and affordable sports and 
recreation facilities.

The ADNP is very much your plan for your 
local neighbourhood area.  However, for 
the plan to have full weight, it is important 
that we work within broad national planning 
policies and Northumberland Core Strategy 
policies. We have therefore been working  
with the County Council exploring and testing 
our ideas with them.

Before we draft the plan itself it is important 
we get your views on the options we have 
identified - so this booklet gives you a flavour 
of where we are with each topic and asks a 
number of questions.  The answers will help 
us move the plan forward.  

If you feel the questions do not cover all the 
areas that you want to comment on, please 
use the spaces at the end of each section to 
tell us what you think.

This booklet is only a summary of all the 
work over the last year and we have focussed 
the questions on the key areas we need your 
views on. The detailed papers on each topic 
are all available on the website at:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

Your views on any aspect of those papers 
would be welcome and can be sent in  
by email, post or by using the website’s 
‘Contact Us’ page.

December 2012

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP)  
is your plan for your neighbourhood.

q	 	Issue: Enhancing the environment to improve the quality 
of life for all. 
Option principle: Promote transport provision that 
generally enhances the health, wellbeing and quality of 
life for all. 
Option example: Design changes in transport provision so 
that they contribute to an improvement of the streetscape 
that reconciles the need for up-to-date facilities with a 
well conserved town environment.

q	 	Issue: Keeping transport infrastructure in a safe and 
attractive condition. 
Option principle: Prepare and implement a five-year 
strategic plan for the repair of footpaths and pedestrian 
areas, road crossings and markings, eliminating the many 
safety hazards that currently exist for pedestrians.

q	 	Issue: Managing traffic for the benefit of all, with priority 
for pedestrians. 
Option principle: Review the traffic systems and signing 
that bring people into the town; devise unobtrusive 
systems that give real meaning to the ‘shared space’ 
concept throughout the town and its approaches.  
Option example: Restrict vehicle speeds to a maximum of 
20mph in the residential areas of Alnwick town.

q	 	Issue: Providing parking and managing and preventing 
the abuse of parking facilities. 
Option principle: Encourage considerate parking to 
protect green verges, keep access to premises clear and 
drop kerbs free. Enforce regulations and eliminate abuse 
throughout the plan area. 
Option example: Investigate the commercial provision of 
an aesthetically acceptable decked or multi-storey car park.

q	 	Issue: Using the planning process to help improve 
transport and travel now and in future. 
Option principle: Establish a hierarchy of travel options 
from walking (most in need of encouragement and 
improved facilities) through cycling, public transport and 
freight to private car travel that would help deliver more 
sustainable transport across the plan area.

Clearly,	a	key	constraint	that	will	determine	the	practicality	and	
implementation	of	the	options	eventually	agreed	for	inclusion	
in	the	plan	will	be	the	availability	of	funding.	However,	some	of	
the	options	identified	do	not	require	new	funding	but	do	require	
a	more	determined	application	and	enforcement	of	existing	
regulations.	For	example,	the	lack	of	enforcement	of	existing	
parking	regulations	in	the	plan	area	has	contributed	not	only	
to	traffic	congestion	but	also	to	unnecessary	safety	hazards	for	
pedestrians	and	access	problems	for	those	with	impaired	mobility.

The	evidence	available	on	traffic	in	Alnwick	is	now	outdated	and	
is	based	on	national	growth	forecasts	that	have	not	materialised.		
The	Department	for	Transport	statistics	show	that	national	traffic	
levels	have	remained	essentially	the	same	over	the	last	decade	
but	the	situation	locally	might	usefully	be	explored.	Similarly,	the	
widely	differing	views	on	the	adequacy	of	parking	provision	should	
be	investigated	further.

The	interaction	of	transport	and	travel	with	other	aspects	of	life		
in	the	plan	area	is	certain	to	require	compromises	to	be	reached		
if	transport	is	to	fulfil	its	role	of	supporting	the	local	community	
and	economy	without	damaging	the	environment.

Transport
In working towards the  
development of the Neighbourhood  
Plan, it is essential that we have clear  
objectives to deliver the overall plan aim for transport. 

These	are:
q	 	To	improve	access	to	homes,	work	and	facilities	for	people		

and	goods
q	 	To	enhance	the	viability	and	vitality	of	Alnwick	town	centre		

for	residents	and	visitors
q	 	To	link	residential,	commercial,	recreational	and	functional	

parts	of	the	plan	area
q	 	To	improve	conditions	for	walking,	cycling,	wheelchair	and	

buggy	users
q	 	To	improve	the	provision	of	public	transport
q	 	To	increase	pedestrian	priority	and	reduce	car	dependence
q	 	To	contribute	to	the	development	of	a	sustainable	future

The transport issues of concern and options for their  
resolution are: 

q	 	Issue: Providing safe and attractive opportunities for all to 
walk within the limit of their ability.   
Option principle: Develop a comprehensive network 
of attractive, well-maintained footpaths to link the 
residential, educational, commercial and industrial areas 
of Alnwick town and its central area. 
Option example: Develop a sensitive pedestrian priority 
scheme within the town centre.

q	 	Issue:	Providing	for	and	promoting	cycling	as	a	useful	and	
practical	way	of	getting	about	the	plan	area.	
Option Principle: Develop a well maintained, safe and 
signed cycle route network, mainly on existing streets, 
within Alnwick town and linking to surrounding villages.

q	 	Issue: Improving the provision for public buses, community 
transport, private hire coaches and similar vehicles. 
Option principle: Develop the Alnwick Bus Station as a 
modern, high quality transport hub serving the plan area. 
Option example: Improve private hire bus and coach 
access and drop off/pick up and layover/parking provision.

q	 	Issue: Supporting access, delivery and distribution of 
goods and services. 
Option principle: Progressively improve traffic 
management schemes for necessary delivery and 
maintenance vehicles in a way that does not result in 
pavements being obstructed or damaged.

q	 	Issue: Improving the functionality, viability and vitality of 
the Market Place. 
Option principle: Recognise that market activity and 
community benefit require vehicles to be excluded from 
the Market Place other than at prescribed times and for 
prescribed purposes.

q	 	Issue: Seeking to improve sustainable links to the world 
around Alnwick and Denwick. 
Option principle: Develop better links with Alnmouth 
Station to improve longer distance travel options for 
business and leisure journeys.

8

A large print version of this document is available on request.

For further information contact: Bill Batey, Chief Officer and Town Clerk,  
Alnwick Town Council, Cemetery Lodge Office, South Road, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2PH  

Telephone 07971 810267 or email: bill.batey@btconnect.com

16 PAGE BOOKLET/7 PAGE QUESTIONNAIRE/8 PAGE SUMMARY
PRODUCED. ALL INFO ALSO ON WEBSITE. 

Leaflet and questionnaires distributed to all households (4700) and 
sent to partners

Press Release

Display material /booklets/questionnaires available at selected  
venues e.g. Willowburn Sports and Leisure Centre,  
Alnwick Library, Alnwick Playhouse, Council Offices.

16pp Booklet/  
Questionnaire/
8pp Summary

LINK TO DOCUMENTS

Partner List
LINK TO DOCUMENTS
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2013

2013

19th Feb 2013 Steering Group Meeting

19th March 2013 Steering Group Meeting

16th April 2013 Steering Group Meeting

21st May 2013 Steering Group Meeting/Partnership Workshop rehearsal

25th Jan 13 Market Stall and Town Hall used for consultation  

11th Feb Public Meeting held in Denwick 

16th Feb Market Stall and Town Hall used for consultation  

Consultation  
Visits to  

The Duchess’s 
Community 

High School and 
Pottergate Adult 
Learning Centre

What response did we get? 560 COMPLETED
QUESTIONNAIRES 
RETURNED

How did we consider the responses?

All comments were considered by topic leads and used in the drafting of the their sections of the 
plan and considered by the Steering Group.

Questionnaire 
Results

LINK TO DOCUMENTS
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2013

2014

2014

20th August 2013 Steering Group Meeting

17th Sept 2013 Steering Group Meeting

15th October 2013 Steering Group Meeting

19th Nov 2013 Steering Group Meeting

17th Dec 2013 Steering Group Meeting

21st January 14 Steering Group Meeting

18th February 14 Steering Group Meeting

18th March 2014 Steering Group Meeting

15th April 2014 Steering Group Meeting

20th May 2014 Steering Group Meeting

17th June 2014 Steering Group Meeting

15th July 2014 Steering Group Meeting

16th July 2013 Steering Group Meeting

18th June  Partner Workshop held to discuss development strategy 
options for the plan

PRESS RELEASE, 
ATTENDEES
& AGENDA

LINK TO DOCUMENTS
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2014

Consultation Period: 4th August 2014 to 6th October 2014

Copies of Plan made available on request and at key venues like Council offices and the library

Summary leaflet and questionnaires distributed to 4700 households and sent to partners

DVD produced and use in various venues on continuous loop (Penrose’s shop window 
and Alnwick Playhouse)

Website contained consultation pages and response form

Press Release

STAGE

3
Consultation on the Draft Plan 
How we consulted and with whom

PREPARING THE PLAN

The Draft Plan

DVD &  
Short Film

Website
THIS ACCOMPANIES THIS DOCUMENT ON THE DVD

THIS CAN BE FOUND  
ON THE WEBSITELINK TO WEBSITE

Freepost RSTT-KXZU-HJHU
Alnwick Town Council
Cemetery Lodge Office
South Road
ALNWICK
NE66 2PH

How to fold the questionnaire

1 Fold the questionnaire 
in half with address 
side  showing.

2 Fold along dotted lines 
as shown - bottom third 
folds up.

3 Fold top third down and 
tuck into the bottom 
third as shown.

The questionnaire 
should now be like this

4

Once folded, pop it into any postbox - it is pre-addressed and free to post - no stamp needed!

Public Consultation  
4th August 2014  

to 29th September 2014

Feedback Form
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN ONE FORM  

FOR EVERY COMMENT MADE

Name 

Organisation (if relevant)  

Address 

Postcode

Email

Tel. No.

Chapter

Page Number

Paragraph / Section 

Policy Number

Community Action Proposal

Supporting

Objecting

Making a Comment

OFFICE USE ONLY  

Consultee No. 

Representation No.

Please use the 
space overleaf 

for your 
comments.

Please state which part of  
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan  
your comment refers to.

Please complete boxes which apply,  
or leave blank if you are making  
a general comment.

Are you supporting, objecting,  
or making a comment?  
Please tick box.

Additional forms are available from  
The Clerk, Alnwick Town Council  
(telephone 01665 714922 or email: 
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk) or they can  
be downloaded from our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

LINK TO FEEDBACK FORM

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
The Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan is a 
new type of planning document that gives local 

people more say about what goes on in their 
area. It sets out a vision of how we all want to 

live, what we need to improve our daily lives and 
how these changes should happen.  

It’s your chance to have your say about  
the future of your town.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

As a resident of Alnwick and Denwick, you 
may have already taken part in the first 
consultations that informed the Plan. You can 
see these on the Plan website here: 

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

These ideas and concerns have shaped the 
Draft Plan and its associated Community Action 
Proposals, which will be the framework for 
important decisions up until 2031. 

In future, Northumberland County Council 
will have to take The Plan into account when it 
decides on big issues such as where new houses 
and jobs should go or how the town centre 
should change. 

But it’s about so much more than this.

It also looks at schools, sports and leisure 
facilities, transport and our unique landscape 
and heritage. Take just a few minutes to find out 
why this Plan is so important to you and to all of 
us here in Alnwick and Denwick.

This Plan  
is a draft.  

It’s
waiting  
for your  

views and comments.
These will be reflected in the final version 
of The Plan – when you will get the chance 

to vote on it in a local referendum.  
This should take place in 2015. 

As long as more than half of those voting 
approve the plan, it will be adopted.  
That means planners and councillors  

will have to take it into account  
in future decisions.

So what should you do next? 
If you want to read  The Plan, including the Community 

Action Proposals, you can find it on our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

Look out for our shop window displays around Alnwick 
and our stalls at events in the Market Place. Come and 
let us know what you think at our drop-in day at the  

St James’s Centre, Pottergate in September. 

Fill in our feedback form and send in your views by post 
to the Town Council at Cemetery Lodge Office, South 

Road, Alnwick NE66 2PH or via the drop-off points 
listed on the feedback form by 29th September 2014.

Watch out for details of the referendum – they’ll be  
sent to every household next year and it’s essential  

that you vote. 

Don’t miss this chance to shape the future  
you want to see in Alnwick and Denwick.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

LINK TO SUMMARY LEAFLET

Summary 
Leaflet

Feedback Form

Press Release
LINK TO DOCUMENT

Consultees
LINK TO DOCUMENT

http://www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk/consultationversion/index.html
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2014

16th Sept 2014 Steering Group Meeting

19th August 2014 Steering Group Meeting

September
  Market Stall used for consultation throughout September 

including at farmers market and food festival

18th Sept Public Drop in Session in St James’s Church Rooms
Agenda,

Attendees 
and Straw Poll

Results

LINK TO DOCUMENTS

Evening discussion event to consider draft plan 
policies and proposals attended  by partners and 
general public in St James Church Rooms in Alnwick.
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21st Oct 2014 Steering Group Meeting

What response did we get? 455
RECEIVED FROM A TOTAL OF   
81 RESPONDENTS 
(ORGANISATIONS  & INDIVIDUALS) 
PLUS  
15 WORKSHOP COMMENTS

How did we consider the responses?

All comments were considered by topic leads and responses tabled for consideration by the Steering 
Group. In some cases changes were made to draft policies or new polices added for inclusion in the 
submission draft plan. These are all detailed in the response document via the above link.

The Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan resulting from the 
draft plan consultation stage was submitted to Northumberland 

County Council on 4th September 2015.

Response Table  
& Action Taken

SEPARATE EXCEL FILE 
WITH THIS REPORT
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4 Appendices

4.1  Initial documents

  1    Advertisement in The Cryer    19

  2  Press Release December 2011   20



For further information contact: 
Bill Batey, Chief Officer and Town Clerk, Alnwick Town Council,  

Telephone 07971 810267  
or email: bill.batey@btconnect.com

Alnwick & 
Denwick 
parishes 

are starting 
working on 

a new type of 
plan called a 

‘Neighbourhood 
Plan’ which will 

be community-led.

For the first time, 
neighbourhood planning will 

help communities shape their 
own vision for the future.

Local community groups and the local 
councils in Alnwick & Denwick, with the 

support of Northumberland County Council 
will be actively seeking your views on what our 

‘neighbourhood plan’ should include.

Producing a ‘neighbourhood plan’ is a legally 
recognised way for channelling your views  

and aspirations to help create a relevant, vibrant and 
inclusive community.

How would you like to see your neighbourhood develop?

What are your priorities? transport? housing? sport & leisure? 
health and well-being? education? employment? businesses? 

people? environment? quality of life...?

In early December a questionnaire will 
be distributed to every household and 

business in Alnwick and Denwick.

These questionnaires will also be available in 
shops and other outlets in the near future.  

In addition you will be able to download it and/or 
fill it in electronically via the Alnwick Town Council 

website at www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk

www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk

If you would like to 

design a logo for the 

Neighbourhood Plan, 

please submit your ideas 

by post to:  

The Town Clerk,  

Cemetery Lodge Office, 

South Road, Alnwick 

NE66 2PH.

Do you have  

an event coming up 

where we can distribute 

our questionnaires?  

If so, please contact  

the Town Clerk.



 
 
ALNWICK TOWN COUNCIL 

Cemetery Lodge Office 
South Road 

Alnwick 
Northumberland NE66 2PH 

 
           Clerk to Council 
                         Bill Batey 
                            Tel: 01665 714922 
                                       Mobile: 07971 810267 
 
18th October 2011 
 

Help shape the future plans for the Alnwick area. 
 

New powers to give local people more influence to determine the future of their areas are to be 
tried out in Alnwick and Denwick. These areas have been chosen as ‘front-runners’ to try out 
neighbourhood planning – a new power being introduced by the government to give people a 
real voice in deciding how development will look in their area.  
Neighbourhood planning will allow communities to shape their own future vision for the area. 
Alnwick Town Council will be leading the preparation of the plan, working closely with Denwick 
Parish Council along with local community groups and using valuable support and guidance 
from Northumberland County Council. These organisations form part of a neighbourhood plan 
steering group which is chaired by Councillor Alan Symmonds, Mayor of Alnwick.  
Councillor Symmonds said “This neighbourhood planning process will give our residents a real 
opportunity to shape the future of our communities and influence for example what the town will 
look like, in say 15 years time. Over the coming weeks a start will be made with initial 
consultation, engagement and information gathering. Questionnaires will be delivered to all 
households and businesses and I urge residents to tell us their key issues and priorities.”  
The whole process will take at least 18 months to complete and if the majority of residents 
support the final proposals then Northumberland County Council, as the local planning authority 
must bring it into force. 
Councillor Tom Brechany, executive member responsible for housing, planning and 
regeneration at the county council said:  “We are very pleased to be able to provide our support.  
It is going to be a very valuable learning experience for both the council and the communities 
of Alnwick and Denwick, and the project team we have dedicated to aid the process looks 
forward to providing knowledge and expertise.” 
Only three areas have been selected as front-runners in Northumberland. In addition to Alnwick 
& Denwick, Allendale in the west of the county has also been chosen, together with a proposal 
involving three parishes in the National Park (Bellingham, Wark and Tarset & Greystead). . 
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4.2   Evidence/Documentation of Stage 1 
(December 2011 to February 2012)

 1  Neighbourhood Plan Press Release January 2012 22

 2  ADNP_Feb2012_bannerstand.pdf 23

 3  ADNP_posterA4.pdf 24

 4  ADNP_questionnaire_online.pdf 25

 5  ADNP_feb2012_displayboardsA1.pdf 28

6 ADNP - consultation responses feb 2012.pdf 33

7 ADNP Questionnaire - additional comments feb 2012.pdf 35

8 Consultation Event 24th July 2012 75 
• Priorities for Alnwick and Denwick.pdf
•  Summary
• Updated Programme_29.06.12.pdf
• Attendees for Tuesday 24th July.pdf
•  Workshops.pdf
• WWHW for Alnwick and Denwick.pdf



Residents urged to complete questionnaires 

Households in Alnwick and Denwick have been completing and returning their 
neighbourhood plan questionnaire over the last two weeks. The questionnaire, which 
has been delivered to households is part of an initial consultation to identify the key 
issues facing Alnwick and Denwick and is running until 30th January. A number of 
local engagements events are also taking place. The Localism Act of 2011 aims to 
shift decision making from central government to local communities and local 
councils.Neighbourhood planning will help Alnwick Town Council and Denwick 
Parish Council to prepare a plan for their area in close consultation with residents 
businesses and other local organisations.  

Mayor of Alnwick, Councillor Alan Symmonds said “I urge as many people as 
possible to return their questionnaire; we want to get as many views as we can. This 
survey will help set a framework for our neighbourhood plan. Once we have this, 
further and more detailed consultation on options will follow later in the year”. 

Alnwick and Denwick were awarded ‘Front Runner’ status by the government last 
September, to progress their neighbourhood plan and a steering group has been set 
up comprising of representatives of local organisations as well as the local councils 
and Northumberland County Council. 

Anyone wishing to obtain further information can contact Bill Batey on 01665 714922 
or email bill.batey@btconnect.com. A copy of the questionnaire can be completed on 
line at www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk. Everyone who sends in a 
questionnaire will be entered into a prize draw, with the winner receiving a Turnbull’s 
fruit and vegetable hamper. 

 

mailto:bill.batey@btconnect.com
http://www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk




We need your help to shape the 
future of our community.
The planning system is changing. Decisions about  
what should  happen in an area can be influenced  
more by local people – that means you!
A new Neighbourhood Development Plan  
is being prepared for the area and  
Alnwick and Denwick  
Councils would like  
you to get involved.

Find 
out more 

by dropping into:

Willowburn 
Leisure Centre

Tuesday 31st January  
4pm - 7pm

Market Place & 
Town Hall

Friday 27th January  
9.30am - 1pm

Alnwick North 
Community Centre 
Saturday 4th February  

10am - 1pm



1 Yes     No Before receiving this questionnaire were you aware of the  
neighbourhood plan proposed for Alnwick and Denwick?

 The following issues have been identified for the 
neighbourhood plan. Please identify how important  
you feel each is for the area.

Please put a circle round a number.

1   means you do not think it is very important,  

5   means you do think it is very important

2
Managing change in the town in a way that  
respects the environment 

The need to provide more public green space, 
allotments, parks and gardens 

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Environment

3

Preserving, enhancing and promoting our heritage

The need to develop and promote our arts  
and culture 

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Heritage & Culture 

4
Maintaining and developing the area’s community 
facilities (eg community buildings, library etc). 1 2 3 4 5

Community Facilities 

5

Providing quality education facilities and resources 1 2 3 4 5

Education

6

7

8

Providing sufficient housing choice to meet  
future needs

Developing and widening employment  
opportunities to support the resident population

Maintaining and improving the range of shops and 
services in the area 

Preserving and improving Alnwick as a tourist 
destination 

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Housing

Economy & Employment 

Retail and Tourism

9
Providing good quality and affordable sports, 
recreational and play facilities  1 2 3 4 5

Sport & Recreation 

THIS QUESTIONNAIRE CAN BE FILLED OUT ONLINE - PLEASE VISIT: 
www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk



10
Improving transport links, accessibility and  
car parking 

Improving pedestrian and cycle links 

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Transport 

Please use the box below for any additional comments you have about the issues listed above11

Yes     No Is there anything missing from the list above? 

If yes – what are the other issues that affect...

You: 

Where you live:

Your community:

Discussions relating to previous community 
planning in the Alnwick area have identified a 
number of potential projects. Please indicate how 
important you feel each is for the Alnwick area. 

Please put a circle round a number.

1   means you do not think it is very important,  

5   means you do think it is very important

12

New or improved bus station 

Provision of a purpose built youth centre 

Improvements to Northumberland Hall 

Improving the vitality of the Market Place

Development of a new high school campus 

A community-based renewable energy scheme

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

Please use the box below for any additional comments you have about the project ideas listed 
above, or to suggest any additional projects, 

14

15

13



If so please write them in the box below. 

16 Do you have any other comments to make about the 
neighbourhood plan and what it should cover? 

The neighbourhood plan process is managed by a steering group made up of Alnwick Town Council, Denwick Parish 
Council and local community groups and is supported by Northumberland County Council.

RETURNING THE QUESTIONNAIRE
It is important that we get your views. Please return this questionnaire by Monday 30th January 2012. 

To return your completed form either: 

Drop it off at one of the collection points in the area. These are at Alnwick library, Alnwick Town Council’s office, 
Northumberland County Council’s information centre at Greenwell Lane,  the Post Office and Willowburn Leisure Centre. 

Post it back (see back page for details) 

Or complete the questionnaire online by visiting www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

Your Details

18

19

What is your postcode? 

Please state whether you are:   
(select any that apply)  

 A resident of Alnwick or Denwick 

 A resident of a nearby parish 

 A visitor 

  Someone who owns / manages a business in 
Alnwick or Denwick 

  Someone who works in Alnwick or Denwick 

  Someone who shops / uses services in Alnwick  
or Denwick 

20 Please state which age 
group you belong to:

 Under 18   

 18 - 24 

 25 - 34 

  35 - 54 

  55 - 64 

  65 or over

21

I would like to be kept informed      I would like to be actively involved 

Please say if you would like to be kept informed and stay involved  
in the developing neighbourhood plan for Alnwick and Denwick. 

If you have ticked yes and/or want to enter the prize draw then include your contact details below:  

Name

Address

        Postcode

Telephone Number

Email

Yes     No 

Yes     No 

17



What is it?
q  New planning powers have been introduced through the Localism 

Act in 2011.

q  These give power to local people through their parish council to 
produce their own plan.

q Policies and proposals in the plan will shape future development.

q All planning  applications have to be decided in line with the plan.

What will it do?
q  The plan will set out a local vision for the development of the area, 

that is: what should go where.

q Provide local land-use policies to guide development.

q Allocate land for development agreed locally as being needed.

How is it done?

Are there any restrictions?
q The plan can cover anything that is important to the community.

q  There can be only one plan in each parish and it must last for a 
reasonable period of time.

q  Only the land-use policies in the plan can be used to make decisions 
on planning applications.

q It must be prepared having regard to national planning policies.

q  It must be in general conformity with the County Council’s planning 
policies for the area.

q  The plan can’t be used to prevent development already agreed 
through higher level policies.

q The plan must be agreed by a referendum of local people.

Process started by local communities

Plan prepared by local communities

Examined by independent examiner who considers  
how it fits with other planning documents

Referendum seeking adoption
Simple majority in favour of progress

Neighbourhood Plan adopted by  
Local Authority Planning Authority

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
work on a new type of plan called a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ which will be 

community-led.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information  
is available from  

Alnwick Town Council  
– contact Bill Batey  

(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  
via 07971 810267  

or email bill.batey@btconnect.com 
or visit www.alnwicktowncouncil.co.uk 

Local Authority Support

Local Authorities must 
provide support and advice 

to parishes preparing a plan.



What area will it cover? 
The Plan will cover all of Alnwick and 
Denwick Parishes. This is because much of 
the southern parts of Alnwick town  
are already located within an area of 
Denwick Parish called Denwick Detached.
This is also the area where there is potential for 
further development. For example the proposed 
new High School site is located within Denwick 
Parish. So although the plan will concentrate on 
issues facing the town, it made sense to include the wider area. 

How will the plan be managed?
For the purposes of the legislation Alnwick Town Council is the 
’qualifying body’ but all decisions on the plan will be taken 
jointly and in consultation with Denwick Parish Council.
The day to day management of the project to prepare the plan is being 
undertaken by a steering group from within the Alnwick Community 
Partnership. The steering group meets monthly and is made up of 
councillors from Alnwick Town and Denwick Parish Council as well as 
county councillors and representatives from a wide range of groups,  
organisations  and services within the town. 

Frontrunner Status
Alnwick and Denwick area is one of a number of neighbourhoods 
in England chosen to test new planning powers to create 
community-led neighbourhood  plans. These areas are known  
as the ‘Front Runners’.
Our experiences will inform government guidance on how 
neighbourhood plans could be prepared elsewhere in the country. 

Being a Front Runner Means…. 
q  Benefitting from dedicated funding support from central government 

to Northumberland County Council.

q  Significant technical support and guidance from the county council. 

q  Help and guidance from other organisations such as Planning Aid

q  A chance to raise the profile of the Parish by leading the way and 
showing what Alnwick can achieve 

So what can you do…
q  The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will put together a draft 

plan for the town, but… it is your area and your plan so we need  
to know what you think.

q  We’d like you to tell us what you think is good and bad about living 
and working in Alnwick.

q  We are collecting ideas and information from anyone who wishes  
to comment. 

q  This information will give us a much clearer idea on those things 
that matter to you in the area and what should be included  
in the plan.

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
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Environment
What is important to you and what concerns  
do you have about the environment in the Alnwick  
and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Managing change in a way that respects  
the environment.

q The need to provide more public green space.

q  Protecting landscape and biodiversity  
and wildlife.

q A community based renewable energy scheme. 

Heritage and Culture 
What is important to you about the  
heritage and culture of our area?
This might include

q  Preserving , enhancing and promoting  
our heritage.

q The need to develop our arts and culture.

q Improvements to Northumberland Hall. 

Community Facilities
What are the issues around  
the provision of community  
facilities in the area?
This might include:

q Maintaining and developing the area’s community facilities. 

q Providing quality education facilities and resources.

q Development of a new high school campus.

q Provision of a purpose built youth centre. 

Housing
What are the housing issues  for the community living  
in the Alnwick and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Providing sufficient housing choice to  
meet future needs.

q House prices and affordability.

q Re-use of redundant buildings.

Alnwick & Denwick parishes are starting 
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ISSUES
What do you think are the issues 
of most importance in Alnwick & 
Denwick whether you live or work 

in the area or use its services?

Please complete a questionnaire and 
write any additional comments under  

the relevant heading on the 
comments wall.



Economy and Employment
What are the key local issues  around  
jobs and the economy?
This might include:

q  Developing and widening employment  
opportunities to support the resident population. 

Retail and Tourism
What do you think is  
important about Alnwick as  
a retail and tourism centre?
This might include:

q  Maintaining and improving the range of  
shops and services in the area. 

q  Preserving and improving Alnwick as a tourist destination.

q  Provision of improved serviced accommodation in the town.

q  Improving the vitality of the Market Place. 

Sport and Recreation
What issues are important in terms  
of sport and recreation?
This might include:

q  Providing good quality and affordable sports,  
recreational and play facilities. 

Transport
What matters to you most about transport in  
the Alnwick and Denwick area?
This might include:

q  Improving transport links and accessibility.

q  Improving pedestrian and cycle links.

q  Car parking.

q  A new or improved bus station. 

Please tell us about any other matters you feel 
are important for you, where you live,  

or for the wider local community,  
in Alnwick and Denwick Parishes.
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This is only the start...
This is only the first opportunity for everyone to get involved in 
making a Neighbourhood Plan for Alnwick.  
Everything you tell us will help to guide how the Plan is 
prepared and what it includes. 
This period of early engagement on what you  
think should be included in a Plan for Alnwick ends  
on Friday 10 February 2012.

This is the first chance for you to let us know what you love  
about living and working here; what you’re less keen on; and what you 
think is needed to improve life in the area.

We are happy to continue to meet with local residents, businesses, 
groups and organisations active in the area to talk about the Plan  
as it progresses.

What will we do with your comments?
q  All of the information provided through the questionnaires and drop 

in discussions is important. We will consider how your comments, 
concerns and suggestions can be used to inform what is included 
the Plan.

q  This will help us draw up the plan and tell the story of what people 
in the area most want to see happen.

At the end of this consultation period  
we will:
q  Prepare and publish a report summarising comments made by 

questionnaire and at the  drop-in events.

q  This report will be made available online at the www.alnwick-and-
denwick-plan.org.uk website and paper copies will be available 
throughout the parish.

q  Hold further local consultation and community involvement activities 
to share our thoughts and ideas.

How can you next get involved?
This new  way of planning gives us all the chance to get involved and 
make sure our voices are heard when plans are being prepared. 

We think the best way to make this happen is for you, your friends, 
your family, neighbours and workmates to tell us about the things that 
matter in Alnwick.

We’d like you to tell us what affects you most where you live and what 
changes you would like to see. We would love you to get involved at 
all stages of the project whether that just means telling us about those 
things that matter, or volunteering your time and skills to help write 
the Plan.

q  To keep in touch, we are working with the Gazette, who have agreed 
to print articles about the plan.

q  Details of future events will be publicised locally and online at  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan	  	  
Initial	  feedback	  from	  questionnaire	  responses	  

	  
Total	  number	  received	  –	  688	  	  
	  
Q1) Before receiving this questionnaire were you aware of the neighbourhood plan process for 
Alnwick and Denwick? 
 
Response Number  Percentage  
Yes 104 15.1% 
No 456 66.3% 
No response  128 18.6% 
 
Q2-Q10) The following issues have been identified for the neighbourhood plan. Please identify how 
important you feel each is for the area. (1 means you do not think it is very important, 5 means you do 
think it is very important)  
 
Theme Issue  Percentage 

1 2 3 4 5 No 
response 

Environment  Managing change in the town in a 
way that respects the environment  

1.6% 1.6% 15.1% 24.1% 55.9% 1.7% 

The need to provide more public 
green space, allotments, parks and 
gardens 

3.0% 7.0% 27.3% 25.3% 35.8% 1.6% 

Heritage and 
Culture  
 

Preserving, enhancing and promoting 
our heritage 

2.2% 5.1% 13.3% 31.3% 47.1% 1.0% 

The need to develop and promote our 
arts and culture 

4.4% 8.7% 24.7% 32.1% 28.6% 1.5% 

Community 
Facilities 
 

Maintaining and developing the area's 
community facilities (eg community 
buildings, library etc) 

1.5% 1.3% 10.9% 25.4% 60.0% 0.9% 

Education 
 

Providing quality education facilities 
and resources  

0.9% 0.7% 5.2% 12.1% 80.8% 0.3% 

Housing  
 

Providing sufficient housing choice to 
meet future needs  

2.6% 2.8% 15.3% 27.8% 51.0% 0.4% 

Economy & 
Employment 
 

Developing and widening employment 
opportunities to support the resident 
population 

1.6% 0.7% 5.4% 18.3% 73.5% 0.5% 

Retail & 
Tourism 

Maintaining and improving the range 
of shops and services in the area 

1.6% 2.5% 7.8% 27.3% 60.3% 0.5% 

Preserving and improving Alnwick as 
a tourist destination  

4.2% 3.2% 15.8% 27.3% 47.7% 1.8% 

Sport & 
Recreation 

Providing good quality and affordable 
sports, recreation and play facilities 

1.3% 5.1% 14.5% 31.8% 46.4% 0.9% 

Transport 
 

Improving transport links, accessibility 
and car parking 

1.7% 1.3% 8.6% 24.4% 62.8% 1.2% 

Improving pedestrian and cycle links 2.3% 8.6% 24.0% 27.6% 36.2% 1.3% 
 
Q11) Please use the box below for any additional comments you have about the issues listed above. 
 
280 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet)  
 
Q12) Is there anything missing from the above list? 
Response Number  Percentage  
Yes 153 22.2% 
No 197 28.6% 
No response  338 49.2% 
 



 
Q13) If yes - what are the other issues that affect… 
 
You: 109 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet) 
Where you live: 103 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet) 
Your community: 81 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet) 
 
Q14) Discussions relating to previous community planning in the Alnwick area have identified a 
number of potential projects. Please indicate how important you feel each is for the Alnwick area. (1 
means you do not think it is very important, 5 means you do think it is very important) 
 

Project  Percentage 
1 2 3 4 5 No 

response 
New or improved bus station 4.1% 6.7% 17.7% 19.3% 50.3% 1.9% 
Provision of a purpose built youth centre  4.1% 6.4% 26.2% 28.5% 31.5% 3.3% 
Improvements to Northumberland Hall 8.1% 14.0% 37.1% 25.9% 12.4% 2.5% 
Improving the vitality of the Market Place 2.5% 5.1% 16.7% 35.2% 37.6% 2.9% 
Development of a new high school campus 2.3% 4.1% 10.5% 11.9% 69.6% 1.6% 
A community based renewable energy scheme 6.3% 8.1% 29.8% 25.4% 25.9% 4.5% 

 
Q15) Please use the box below  for any additional comments you have about the issues listed above. 
 
230 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet) 
 
Q16) Do you have any other comments to make about the neighbourhood plan and what it should 
cover? If so please write them in the box below 
 
138 respondents provided additional comments (see separate sheet) 
 
Respondents’ details  
 
Q17) What is your postcode? 597 respondents provided their postcode, 91 did not (breakdown to 
follow) 
 
Q18) Please state whether you are: (select any that apply)  

• A resident of Alnwick or Denwick – 590 respondents  
• A resident of a nearby parish – 69 respondents  
• A visitor – 9 respondents  
• Someone who owns / manages a business in Alnwick or Denwick – 43 respondents  
• Someone who works in Alnwick or Denwick – 123 respondents  
• Someone who shops / uses services in Alnwick or Denwick – 388 respondents  

 
Q19) Please state which age group you belong to: 

Age  Percentage  
Under 18  2.8% 
19-24  3.2% 
25-34  5.1% 
35-54 23.5% 
55-64 26.2% 
65 or over  36.8% 
No response 2.4% 

 
Q20) Please say if you would like to be kept informed and stay involved in the developing 
neighbourhood plan for Alnwick and Denwick.  
 

• I would like to be kept informed – 342 respondents  
• I would like to be actively involved – 45 respondents  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Prioritise	  energy	  efficient	  measures	  across	  all	  
homes,	  retail,	  commercial	  etc.,	  to	  eradicate	  
fuel	  poverty	  and	  combine	  this	  with	  
community	  energy	  production	  to	  result	  in	  
sustainable	  energy	  production	  /use	  on	  a	  
local	  level,	  regardless	  of	  future	  fuel	  prices.	  
	  

	  
Sustainable	  transport	  solutions,	  cycle	  
paths/green	  corridors	  to	  enable	  movement	  
into	  and	  around	  the	  town	  and	  connecting	  
areas	  to	  reduce	  the	  need	  for	  cars.	  

	  
Sustainable	  economy/employment	  options	  
that	  include	  more	  local	  food	  production	  green	  
building	  and	  construction	  and	  green	  
technology	  to	  give	  a	  wider	  provision	  of	  
sustainable	  choice.	  	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Footways	  in	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  
systematically	  upgraded	  to	  make	  them	  safe	  
and	  convenient	  for	  less	  able	  pedestrians	  and	  
wheelchair	  users	  and	  to	  make	  them	  look	  
cared	  for	  and	  welcoming	  for	  visitors.	  

	  
Enough	  parking	  opportunities	  created	  within	  
easy	  and	  attractive	  walking	  distance	  of	  
Alnwick	  town	  centre	  to	  enable	  the	  intrusion	  
of	  non-‐essential	  vehicles	  into	  the	  town	  centre	  
to	  be	  designed	  out	  by	  the	  re-‐design	  of	  the	  
streetscape.	  

	  
Constructive,	  life	  enhancing	  and	  skill	  
enhancing	  activities	  to	  be	  devised	  and	  led	  in	  
ways	  that	  engage	  young	  people	  in	  community	  
life	  in	  and	  around	  Alnwick.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
More	  Affordable	  Housing.	  

	  
Better	  Road	  and	  Pathway	  works.	  

	  
Follow	  up	  on	  green	  land	  pitches	  plan	  and	  bike	  
skate	  park.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
That	  the	  plan	  reflects	  the	  wishes	  of	  the	  local	  
community	  and	  is	  actioned	  to	  do	  what	  it	  
identifies	  as	  priorities.	  
	  

	  
To	  give	  the	  communities	  of	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwick	  a	  plan	  which	  maintains	  end	  
enhances	  the	  wellbeing	  of	  its	  citizens.	  
	  

	  
More	  Housing	  that	  young	  people	  can	  live	  and	  
grow	  in.	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Create	  a	  planning	  environment	  which	  
facilitates	  investment	  in	  infrastructure,	  
commercial	  and	  housing	  development	  of	  all	  
types	  to	  meet	  need.	  
	  

	  
Consider	  setting	  up	  a	  development	  vehicle	  
(Corporation)	  to	  provide	  and	  facilitate.	  

	  
Monitor	  progress	  and	  remain	  flexible.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Comprehensive	  plan	  covering	  the	  
development	  of	  the	  town	  centre	  that	  
enhances	  much	  of	  what	  is	  already	  there	  with	  
regard	  to	  historical	  and	  architecture	  this	  
making	  a	  visit	  to	  Alnwick	  even	  better	  than	  a	  
visitor	  would	  anticipate.	  This	  would	  also	  
benefit	  the	  local	  people	  as	  being	  around	  the	  
town	  would	  be	  a	  more	  pleasurable	  
experience	  and	  a	  hopeful	  outcome	  would	  be	  
more	  money	  spent	  in	  town.	  

	  
Provision	  of	  housing	  suitable	  for	  both	  young	  
and	  older	  people	  which	  will	  give	  the	  town	  
vibrancy	  and	  uphold	  the	  economy.	  

	  
That	  we	  can	  believe	  what	  we	  are	  doing	  will	  
bear	  fruit	  for	  all	  and	  be	  of	  benefit	  to	  the	  
whole	  area	  covered	  by	  this	  plan.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Give	  Alnwick	  and	  identity	  or	  brand.	  Market	  
the	  area	  to	  tourists	  across	  the	  country	  and	  
abroad.	  We	  need	  to	  increase	  the	  amount	  of	  
visitors	  and	  raise	  Alnwicks	  profile	  as	  a	  town	  
and	  not	  just	  a	  castle	  and	  gardens.	  	  

	  
Address	  parking,	  signage	  and	  environmental	  
issues.	  Maintain	  streets,	  access	  and	  keep	  the	  
place	  clean	  and	  tidy.	  This	  benefits	  tourists	  and	  
locals.	  

	  
No	  to	  an	  outside	  retail	  park.	  Alnwick	  is	  
struggling	  without	  bringing	  in	  other	  
competition.	  A	  better	  communication	  
between	  all	  organisers,	  retails	  and	  
councillors.	  	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

For	  all	  policy	  to	  be	  considered	  in	  light	  of	  
environmental	  sustainability	  as	  the	  first	  
priority.	  Future	  prosperity	  for	  Alnwick	  will	  
rely	  on	  this	  in	  the	  full	  sense	  of	  the	  word.	  

Develop	  a	  community	  owned	  and	  run	  
renewable	  energy	  project	  with	  all	  benefit	  to	  
be	  shared	  by	  the	  community.	  This	  will	  also	  
keep	  money	  circulating	  locally.	  

Consider	  sustainable	  transport	  provision,	  
cycle	  pedestrian	  routes	  in	  new	  development	  
and	  in	  upgrading	  existing	  transport	  links.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  holistic	  approach	  to	  the	  
green	  infrastructure	  of	  Alnwick	  and	  enable	  
cycle	  and	  walking	  routes,	  improved	  bio-‐
diversity,	  street	  trees	  that	  look	  healthy	  and	  a	  
really	  special	  place	  to	  be	  from	  the	  A1	  to	  the	  
moors.	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  better	  choice	  of	  shops	  in	  
Alnwick	  more	  Sanderson	  Arcade	  than	  
Ashington	  cheap	  shops.	  Also	  shops	  and	  cafes	  
that	  stay	  open	  on	  Sundays	  and	  Bank	  holidays.	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  no	  rubbish	  lying	  around	  
after	  market	  days	  and	  cafes	  that	  can	  put	  
chairs,	  tables	  and	  brollies	  out	  for	  customers.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

I	  want	  to	  see	  all	  residential	  roads	  in	  Alnwick	  
made	  20mph	  or	  have	  other	  speed	  
restrictions	  put	  in	  place.	  

Visual	  impact	  of	  paths	  roads	  and	  wynds	  
should	  be	  improved	  with	  cleanliness	  a	  high	  
priority.	  Litter	  and	  dog	  fouling	  impair	  the	  
visitor	  experience	  and	  depress	  local	  residents.	  

A	  green	  corridor	  through	  the	  town	  with	  cycle	  
ways	  and	  footpaths	  made	  attractive	  with	  wild	  
planting,	  trees	  and	  shrubs,	  natural	  wildlife	  
areas	  and	  play	  areas	  incorporated.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

To	  make	  Alnwick	  a	  more	  prosperous	  place	  
by	  shops	  being	  open	  7	  days	  a	  week	  including	  
Sundays.	  

Look	  to	  offer	  a	  specific	  target	  market	  to	  run	  
on	  the	  back	  of	  what	  we	  have.	  

Use	  the	  fantastic	  assets	  we	  already	  have	  to	  
maximise	  our	  position	  in	  Northumberland.	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

To	  deliver	  a	  sufficient	  supply	  and	  choice	  of	  
housing	  using	  innovative	  delivery	  models	  to	  
tackle	  the	  problems	  of	  young	  persons	  and	  
elderly	  need.	  	  

To	  achieve	  a	  level	  of	  growth	  in	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwick	  that	  sustains	  service	  levels	  and	  
provides	  employment	  and	  service	  
opportunities.	  

To	  develop	  Alnwick	  with	  quality	  
environments	  to	  a	  high	  design	  standard	  and	  
link	  with	  green	  corridors.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

The	  plan	  must	  address	  the	  future	  
maintenance	  and	  sustainability.	  More	  local	  
provision	  of	  services	  and	  volunteering	  from	  
the	  community.	  

Find	  a	  way	  to	  deal	  with	  the	  elephant	  in	  the	  
room	  in	  relation	  to	  land	  ownership	  and	  the	  
value	  of	  land.	  

The	  plan	  should	  set	  out	  “how”	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwick	  should	  be	  developed.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  should	  have	  a	  unique	  
and	  identifiable	  brand.	  A	  great	  place	  to	  live	  
and	  visit.	  

Have	  an	  infrastructure	  that	  supports	  an	  
excellent	  standard	  of	  living	  for	  locals	  and	  
visitors.	  

The	  infrastructure	  should	  support	  continual	  
growth	  and	  improvement	  for	  the	  area.	  

(all	  supporting	  activities	  should	  be	  action	  
based	  and	  measurable)	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

Coordination	  of	  a	  historic	  market	  town	  
approach	  to	  all	  elements	  e.g.	  transport,	  
marketing,	  environment,	  culture,	  retail	  etc.	  

Commit	  funds	  to	  implementing	  it.	  Preferably	  
not	  by	  NCC	  

Elucidate	  
Educate	  
Enervate	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

Better	  parking,	  better	  signage.	  20mph	  in	  the	  
town	  creating	  a	  shopper	  friendly	  town.	  

Improve	  all	  of	  the	  market	  place	  and	  
surrounding	  area.	  

Identify	  a	  branding	  of	  the	  town	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  Alnwick	  as	  a	  town	  
developing	  its	  own	  identity	  as	  a	  visitor	  
destination	  within	  distance	  from	  the	  Castle	  
and	  Gardens.	  

I	  see	  Alnwicks	  infrastructure	  reflecting	  the	  
level	  of	  affection	  visitors	  have	  for	  the	  area.	  

To	  see	  the	  people	  responsible	  for	  doing	  tasks	  
to	  be	  made	  to	  be	  accountable	  for	  fulfilling	  
them	  with	  civic	  pride.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

A	  spatial	  plan	  which	  links	  the	  needs	  of	  
affordable	  housing,	  transport	  and	  
infrastructure,	  a	  strong	  rural	  market	  
economy.	  

An	  integrated	  action	  plan	  to	  promote	  the	  
Alnwick	  experience.	  Castle	  and	  Gardens,	  
other	  attractions	  retail,	  cafes,	  bars	  to	  visitors	  
and	  locals,	  through	  good	  promotion,	  street	  
scape	  and	  signage.	  

A	  plan	  to	  develop	  the	  Town	  Centre.	  Market	  
Place	  and	  Northumberland	  hall	  as	  a	  
community	  and	  seasonal	  visitor	  attraction	  or	  
facility,	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  

To	  be	  a	  desirable	  place	  for	  both	  a	  visitor	  and	  
a	  resident.	  

For	  more	  connectivity	  between	  retail	  and	  
leisure	  facilities,	  local	  services	  and	  amenities	  
and	  for	  the	  town	  to	  hold	  some	  form	  of	  
consistency.	  

For	  the	  place	  to	  foresee	  an	  economic	  boost	  
for	  the	  town	  selling	  both	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwicks	  unique	  assets	  with	  bigger	  ventures	  
such	  as	  the	  Castle	  and	  Gardens.	  To	  make	  use	  
of	  the	  towns	  assets	  rather	  than	  waste	  their	  
potential	  as	  is	  the	  norm	  now.	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Accessibility	  should	  be	  considered	  in	  all	  
decisions.	  Facilitating	  the	  movement,	  
comfort	  and	  safety	  of	  visitors	  and	  locals	  
alike.	  
	  

	  
Presentation	  of	  the	  town,	  physically,	  
environmentally	  and	  promotionally	  should	  be	  
key.	  	  

	  
Focus	  on	  encouraging	  non	  retail	  and	  tourism	  
employment	  opportunities	  	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
More	  parking	  facilities,	  new	  parking	  areas,	  
with	  a	  fair	  charge	  for	  the	  whole	  county.	  
	  

	  
No	  more	  out	  of	  town	  shops.	  Encourage	  locals	  
to	  shop	  locally.	  

	  
Make	  town	  a	  pleasure	  to	  visit	  and	  walk	  
around.	  Maintenance	  of	  our	  streets	  to	  bring	  
back	  civic	  pride,	  litter	  free	  Alnwick	  with	  places	  
to	  stop,	  sit,	  smell	  and	  see	  beautiful	  flowers!	  
	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
A	  clear	  shared	  branding	  of	  the	  town	  centre	  
which	  can	  ably	  define	  what	  it	  is	  and	  can	  
project	  a	  shaper	  vision	  of	  where	  the	  town	  is	  
heading.	  
	  

	  
To	  use	  the	  skill,	  interests	  and	  commitment	  
identified	  through	  producing	  the	  plan	  to	  build	  
on	  these	  energies	  across	  the	  town.	  

	  
To	  improve	  the	  quality	  of	  the	  Town	  
environment.	  This	  improved	  maintenance	  
covering	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  issues.	  Signage,	  
green	  areas,	  buildings,	  maintenance	  etc.	  as	  a	  
basis	  for	  economic,	  social	  and	  retail	  
development	  embracing	  the	  town’s	  historic	  
setting	  and	  its	  people.	  
	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
The	  plan	  must	  include	  plans	  for	  more	  social	  
housing.	  

	  
The	  plan	  needs	  to	  include	  ways	  to	  increase	  
jobs	  with	  transport	  links.	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
More	  Social	  Housing	  for	  young	  people	  

	  
We	  need	  to	  think	  less	  about	  tourism	  and	  
more	  about	  the	  people	  of	  A+D	  

	  
Some	  of	  the	  money	  from	  tourism	  should	  go	  
to	  local	  people	  and	  charities	  	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
That	  the	  plan	  includes	  links	  to	  local	  services	  
such	  as	  the	  lack	  of	  social	  housing	  for	  local	  
people	  especially	  the	  young.	  
	  

	  
The	  plan	  helps	  to	  look	  at	  and	  balance	  local	  
issues	  such	  as	  youth	  provision	  and	  tourism	  for	  
example.	  

	  
That	  the	  plan	  doesn’t	  continue	  to	  move	  with	  
the	  developers	  at	  the	  forefront	  and	  at	  the	  
expense	  of	  the	  local	  people.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  re-‐definition	  of	  
“affordable	  housing”	  in	  line	  with	  the	  realities	  
of	  local	  incomes	  and	  provision	  of	  housing	  
especially	  for	  young	  people.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  parts	  of	  the	  town	  centre	  
pedestrianized	  and	  cars	  removed	  from	  the	  
town	  centre.	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  clear	  definition	  of	  local	  
council	  responsibilities	  (e.g.	  infrastructure	  
and	  maintenance)	  in	  relation	  to	  those	  of	  the	  
County	  Council	  with	  a	  reallocation	  of	  funding	  
accordingly.	  
	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Don’t	  lose	  out	  green	  spaces	  –	  there	  already	  
too	  few	  accessible	  spaces	  but	  they	  are	  key	  to	  
providing	  bio-‐diversity,	  attractive	  
environments,	  play	  spaces,	  community	  
focus,	  sustainable	  drainage,	  et.	  If	  the	  new	  
school	  is	  built	  we	  could	  use	  the	  old	  school	  
site	  to	  improve	  and	  add	  to	  our	  green	  space.	  
	  

	  
We	  need	  things	  that	  keep	  young	  people	  in	  
town	  and	  stop	  people	  moving	  away.	  We	  need	  
to	  develop	  a	  sense	  of	  loyalty	  and	  pride.	  We	  
need	  to	  offer	  training	  and	  employment	  ops,	  
affordable	  housing,	  easy	  commuting	  opps,	  
and	  develop	  entrepreneurial	  skills.	  	  

	  
Governance	  –	  look	  at	  what	  decisions	  could	  be	  
made	  and	  what	  services	  could	  be	  provided	  at	  
a	  local	  neighbourhood	  level	  instead	  of	  county.	  
ATC	  should	  be	  more	  proactive	  in	  seeking	  
funding,	  applying	  for	  grants	  to	  deliver	  ideas	  in	  
the	  plan.	  	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Accessibility	  for	  all	  –	  including	  ease	  of	  
getting	  into	  the	  town	  centre	  by	  car,	  bus	  
cycle,	  walk	  etc.	  but	  also	  highly	  accessible	  for	  
those	  with	  mobility	  issues.	  
	  	  

	  
Quality	  of	  environment.	  Once	  people	  are	  able	  
to	  get	  into	  town	  how	  pleasant	  an	  experience	  
will	  it	  be?	  Consider	  streetscape,	  landscape,	  
legibility,	  signage,	  sustainability	  and	  
maintenance.	  
	  

	  
Image	  and	  identity	  of	  the	  town	  as	  a	  place	  to	  
live,	  visit,	  shop	  and	  enjoy	  involves	  marketing,	  
branding,	  events	  but	  also	  what	  it	  looks	  like	  at	  
entrances	  into	  the	  town.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  affordable	  housing	  as	  part	  
of	  a	  strategic	  plan	  regarding	  total	  housing	  
provision.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  an	  emphasis	  on	  
employment	  opportunities	  especially	  in	  the	  
new	  technologies.	  Technologies,	  training	  and	  
education	  would	  need	  to	  produce	  a	  highly	  
qualified	  and	  motivated	  workforce.	  
	  

	  
Is	  making	  Alnwick	  a	  better	  place	  to	  live	  i.e.	  
excellent	  schools,	  jobs,	  houses	  and	  leisure	  
and	  sporting	  facilities	  all	  served	  by	  an	  
excellent	  transport	  system?	  To	  me	  there	  is	  a	  
correlation	  between	  people,	  quality	  of	  life	  
and	  jobs.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  fully	  
prepared	  for	  the	  consequences	  of	  climate	  
change,	  including	  mainstreaming	  sustainable	  
design,	  sustainable	  lifestyles,	  low	  carbon	  
energy	  and	  resilience	  to	  extreme	  and	  
unpredictable	  weather.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  to	  establish	  
a	  jointly	  agreed	  vision	  of	  what	  the	  areas	  
should	  look	  like	  in	  the	  medium	  to	  long	  term	  
future,	  focusing	  on	  what	  people	  value	  about	  
the	  area	  now.	  

	  
Based	  on	  this	  vision	  I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  greater	  
democratic	  say	  in	  development	  applications	  
received	  by	  the	  council	  or	  developed	  by	  
Northumberland	  Estates	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  better	  composed	  and	  
maintained,	  comprehensive	  public	  realm	  and	  
townscape	  in	  Alnwick.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  the	  town	  become	  more	  
utilised	  with	  attractive	  busy	  streets	  and	  
spaces	  all	  enhanced	  by	  more	  quality	  festival	  
and	  community	  events.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  the	  town	  to	  value	  and	  use	  the	  
quality	  cultural	  attractions	  of	  the	  town	  not	  
just	  the	  Castle	  and	  Gardens.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Recreation	  areas	  for	  youth	  within	  the	  town	  
environments	  with	  a	  20mph	  speed	  limit	  
throughout	  town	  and	  residential	  areas.	  
	  

	  
Environmental	  disaster	  of	  dog	  mess	  in	  ally’s	  
ginnels	  and	  play	  areas	  sorted.	  Dog	  wardens	  
should	  be	  encouraged	  and	  not	  intimidated	  by	  
residents	  in	  “high”	  places.	  
	  

	  
No	  more	  supermarkets.	  Encouragement	  for	  
high	  street	  small	  shopkeepers	  to	  flourish.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
A	  balanced	  housing	  economy	  that	  delivers	  
high	  quality,	  affordable	  homes.	  
	  

	  
To	  address	  social	  exclusion	  of	  young	  adults	  by	  
investing	  in	  employment,	  training	  and	  
housing	  opportunities.	  
	  

	  
To	  attract	  inward	  investment	  in	  employment	  
creation.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
Grow	  the	  town’s	  population	  by	  providing	  
housing	  and	  employment.	  
	  

	  
Facilitate	  economic	  investment	  to	  create	  jobs.	  

	  
Make	  physical	  improvements	  to	  the	  town	  
centre.	  
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Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
More	  affordable	  housing.	  
	  

	  
Correct	  mix	  of	  housing	  to	  support	  sustainable	  
communities.	  

	  
Better	  use	  of	  existing	  housing	  stock.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  more	  hi-‐tech	  business	  
encouraged	  to	  open	  in	  Alnwick.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  sufficient,	  high	  quality,	  
affordable	  housing	  for	  current	  residents	  and	  
incomers.	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  an	  improved	  retail	  mix	  in	  
Alnwick	  so	  that	  Alnwick	  becomes	  more	  self-‐
sufficient	  in	  terms	  of	  what	  can	  be	  purchased	  
locally.	  
	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  more	  provision	  for	  the	  
elderly	  e.g.,	  drop	  in	  centres	  and	  perhaps	  a	  
bereavement	  support	  group.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  more	  affordable	  housing	  
for	  folk	  on	  a	  smaller	  budget.	  It	  seems	  a	  
terrible	  scandal	  that	  there	  are	  7	  homeless	  
people	  sleeping	  rough	  in	  the	  town.	  
	  

	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  better	  transport	  facilities	  
both	  in	  and	  around	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
That	  the	  plan	  enables	  Alnwick	  to	  become	  a	  
focal	  point	  for	  local	  people	  financed	  by	  a	  
thriving	  tourist	  offer.	  

	  
That	  young	  people	  wish	  to	  stay	  in	  the	  area	  
and	  can	  afford	  to	  live	  here.	  	  

	  
That	  Alnwick	  is	  seen	  as	  a	  prime	  visitor	  
attraction.	  

Priority	  1	   Priority	  2	   Priority	  3	  
	  
I’d	  hope	  that	  the	  plan	  would	  protect	  the	  
community	  spirit	  that	  exists	  in	  Alnwick.	  
	  

	  
Quality	  of	  life	  should	  be	  the	  bottom	  line	  each	  
time.	  

	  
The	  people	  of	  Alnwick	  should	  get	  what	  they	  
want	  not	  want	  what	  they	  get.	  
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Introduction	  

Plangle	  Community	  Planning	  Services	  working	  with	  Alnwick	  Town	  Council,	  Argyle	  Planning	  
and	  supported	  by	  Locality	  held	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Workshop	  in	  July	  2012	  to	  help	  the	  
process	  of	  the	  neighbourhood	  plan	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  move	  onto	  its	  next	  stage.	  The	  
session	  was	  designed	  and	  facilitated	  by	  Plangle	  with	  the	  support	  of	  members	  of	  the	  Alnwick	  
and	  Denwick	  neighbourhood	  plan	  steering	  group	  and	  Community	  staff	  at	  Locality.	  The	  
workshop	  intended	  to	  “widen	  the	  net”	  in	  terms	  of	  discussion	  around	  key	  topics	  emerging	  so	  
far	  in	  the	  neighbourhood	  plan	  process	  and	  intended	  to	  give	  more	  members	  of	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwicks	  community	  involvement	  in	  the	  plan.	  A	  key	  priority	  for	  the	  workshop	  was	  to	  enable	  
a	  more	  strategic	  set	  of	  aims	  and	  objectives	  to	  be	  developed,	  rather	  than	  a	  list	  of	  topic	  based	  
issues	  that	  existed	  in	  silos.	  The	  discussions	  and	  group	  work	  included	  in	  the	  workshop	  would	  
help	  the	  individual	  topic	  based	  groups	  looking	  at	  topics	  such	  as	  Housing,	  Environment,	  
Heritage	  etc.	  see	  how	  their	  current	  issues	  affected	  other	  groups	  issues	  and	  to	  discuss	  the	  
cross	  cutting	  themes	  running	  through	  that	  work	  that	  had	  been	  undertaken	  so	  far.	  	  	  	  

What	  is	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum?	  

8	  subject	  topic	  groups	  had	  been	  identified	  as	  fundamental	  to	  an	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  
Neighbourhood	  Plan	  (ADNP).	  Work	  had	  been	  undertaken	  to	  identify	  issues	  that	  were	  
apparent	  within	  these	  topic	  areas.	  Alongside	  an	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  wide	  questionnaire	  
and	  a	  number	  of	  drop-‐in	  events	  the	  ADNP	  working	  group	  had	  collected	  information	  that	  had	  
been	  identified	  as	  issues	  under	  the	  following	  topic	  headings.	  

• Housing	  
• Environment	  
• Community	  Facilities	  and	  Education	  
• Economy	  and	  Employment	  
• Heritage	  and	  Culture	  
• Sport	  and	  Recreation	  
• Transport	  
• Retail	  and	  Leisure	  

While	  it	  was	  important	  to	  recognise	  that	  consultation	  is	  an	  on-‐going	  process	  it	  was	  also	  
necessary	  to	  maintain	  a	  level	  of	  momentum	  in	  producing	  a	  plan	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick.	  
With	  this	  in	  mind	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  would	  be	  an	  opportunity	  for	  topic	  
groups	  to	  gather	  within	  their	  chosen	  interest	  area	  and	  bring	  together	  some	  of	  the	  key	  issues	  
in	  their	  topic	  that	  had	  emerged	  so	  far.	  These	  main	  issues	  would	  then	  be	  built	  upon	  with	  a	  
wider	  community	  group	  discussion	  looking	  at	  the	  What,	  Why,	  How,	  Who	  and	  When	  
scenarios	  around	  these	  main	  issues.	  The	  latter	  part	  of	  the	  workshop	  would	  then	  enable	  
groups	  to	  share	  their	  scenarios	  with	  other	  topics	  to	  see	  how	  they	  worked	  as	  an	  overall	  plan.	  
The	  main	  intentions	  of	  the	  workshop	  being	  to:-‐	  
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• Understand	  what	  the	  main	  issues	  were	  in	  each	  topic	  
• Discuss	  the	  What,	  Where,	  Why,	  When	  and	  Who?	  Of	  each	  topic	  area	  
• Identify	  issues	  that	  could	  cross	  over	  into	  other	  topics	  
• Move	  forward	  as	  one	  group	  	  	  
• Help	  inform	  the	  next	  stage	  in	  setting	  strategic	  objectives	  for	  the	  ADNP	  	  

Who	  Attended	  the	  Workshop?	  

Making	  sure	  as	  many	  members	  of	  a	  community	  have	  been	  given	  a	  chance	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  
plan	  making	  is	  important	  to	  a	  successful	  plan.	  With	  this	  in	  mind	  the	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  
Forum	  held	  in	  Alnwick,	  invited	  selected	  members	  from	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  the	  community	  to	  
get	  involved,	  and	  included	  representatives	  and	  members	  from	  the	  following	  types	  of	  groups	  	  

• ADNP	  Steering	  Group	  Members	  
• Younger	  People	  
• Disabled	  People	  
• Older	  People	  
• Local	  Business	  
• Heritage	  Groups	  
• Emergency	  Services	  
• Other	  key	  departments	  at	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  
• Landlords	  
• Developers	  
• Education	  Establishments	  
• Environment	  Groups	  
• Transport	  Groups	  

A	  list	  of	  attendees	  can	  be	  found	  in	  Appendix	  (?)	  

Such	  an	  event	  would	  seek	  representation	  from	  these	  types	  of	  people	  to	  make	  the	  discussion	  
as	  mixed	  as	  possible	  and	  to	  help	  the	  discussion	  take	  into	  account	  all	  of	  the	  different	  angles	  
neighbourhoods	  can	  view	  planning	  from.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

How	  did	  the	  Discussion	  Forum	  work?	  

The	  event	  was	  held	  as	  an	  evening	  event	  and	  ran	  from	  6.00pm	  till	  9.30pm	  with	  breaks	  for	  
refreshments.	  (The	  event	  was	  planned	  to	  be	  a	  longer	  and	  held	  on	  a	  Saturday	  from	  10.30	  till	  
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3.00	  but	  attendance	  could	  not	  be	  arranged	  so	  the	  programme	  was	  condensed	  into	  an	  
evening	  session).	  	  A	  program	  with	  explanatory	  notes	  can	  be	  obtained	  by	  contacting	  	  
chris@plangle.co.uk	  

	  

A	  Topic	  Lead	  Facilitates	  a	  workshop	  in	  Alnwick	  (image	  www.plangle.co.uk)	  

Avoiding	  Consultation	  Fatigue	  

ADNP	  steering	  groups	  were	  conscious	  they	  did	  not	  want	  to	  wind	  the	  clock	  back	  and	  revisit	  
issues	  they	  had	  previously	  discussed	  so	  the	  idea	  of	  this	  workshop	  was	  to	  begin	  to	  move	  onto	  
the	  next	  phase	  in	  preparing	  the	  Neighbourhood	  Plan.	  It	  was	  not	  just	  a	  process	  to	  gather	  
more	  issues	  and	  revisit	  old	  ones.	  Although	  sometimes	  having	  these	  cross	  cutting	  discussions	  
can	  pull	  out	  new	  or	  underlying	  issues.	  The	  idea	  was	  to	  begin	  to	  look	  more	  at	  the	  issues	  and	  
begin	  discussing	  how	  we	  do	  something	  about	  them	  strategically	  and	  objectively	  using	  the	  
ADNP	  as	  one	  of	  the	  tools	  to	  do	  that.	  

Preparing	  for	  the	  event	  

A	  crucially	  important	  “dry	  run”	  and	  question	  and	  answers	  session	  a	  week	  before	  the	  main	  
event	  was	  held	  for	  members	  of	  the	  ADNP	  steering	  group	  who	  had	  agreed	  to	  facilitate	  and	  
lead	  a	  group	  discussion	  at	  the	  workshop.	  The	  dry	  run	  would	  help	  iron	  out	  any	  
misunderstandings	  regarding	  the	  workshop	  and	  be	  a	  chance	  to	  ask	  questions	  before	  the	  
event.	  A	  full	  detailed	  program	  and	  set	  of	  facilitator’s	  notes	  was	  prepared	  for	  the	  dry	  run	  that	  
was	  used	  as	  a	  step	  by	  step	  guide	  and	  as	  a	  guide	  on	  the	  actual	  event.	  
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Plangle	  Further	  Information	  

Neighbourhoods	  and	  communities	  will	  all	  come	  up	  against	  the	  planning	  system	  at	  some	  point.	  
Without	  realising	  we	  can	  often	  find	  ourselves	  talking	  about	  planning	  and	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  the	  built	  
environment	  we	  live	  in	  affects	  our	  day	  to	  day	  lives.	  We	  all	  have	  an	  opinion	  about	  where	  we	  think	  
new	  houses,	  supermarkets,	  schools,	  libraries,	  doctors	  and	  playparks	  should	  be	  built.	  We	  have	  local	  
knowledge	  about	  the	  history	  of	  our	  neighbourhood,	  certain	  communities	  and	  cultures	  in	  our	  
neighbourhoods	  or	  day	  to	  day	  information	  we	  gather	  as	  we	  go	  about	  our	  daily	  lives	  

The	  planning	  system	  is	  a	  constantly	  changing	  one	  and	  early	  intervention	  and	  involvement	  from	  
communities	  helps	  to	  realistically	  shape,	  design	  and	  influence	  the	  changes	  that	  are	  happening.	  
Plangle	  is	  a	  community	  planning	  service	  that	  aims	  to	  help	  communities	  get	  involved	  in	  the	  changes	  
going	  on	  where	  we	  live	  and	  help	  people	  of	  all	  ages	  and	  backgrounds	  understand	  why,	  where,	  when	  
and	  how	  changes	  can	  affect	  our	  neighbourhoods	  and	  how	  we	  can	  all	  use	  the	  planning	  system	  in	  a	  
positive	  way.	  

We	  normally	  react	  when	  it’s	  too	  late	  to	  have	  an	  influence	  in	  planning.	  Through	  Plangle’s	  advice,	  
support	  and	  guidance	  communities	  can	  get	  involved	  in	  planning	  at	  the	  right	  time.	  

Contact	  Plangle	  

	  

www.plangle.co.uk	  

chris@plangle.co.uk	  
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Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  –	  Programme	  and	  Information	  

Introduction	  

This	  short	  information	  document	  is	  designed	  to	  explain	  how	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  would	  
be	  carried	  out	  with	  key	  stakeholders	  and	  other	  community	  members	  interested	  in	  the	  Alnwick	  and	  
Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan	  and	  what	  such	  a	  workshop	  would	  aim	  to	  achieve	  and	  how	  such	  an	  
event	  would	  be	  organised	  and	  facilitated.	  	  	  

What	  is	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum?	  

Within	  each	  of	  the	  subject	  topic	  groups	  identified	  as	  fundamental	  to	  an	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  
Neighbourhood	  Plan	  (ADNP),	  work	  has	  been	  undertaken	  to	  identify	  issues	  that	  are	  apparent	  within	  
these	  topic	  areas.	  Alongside	  an	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  wide	  questionnaire	  and	  a	  number	  of	  drop-‐in	  
events	  the	  ADNP	  working	  group	  have	  collected	  information	  that	  has	  been	  identified	  as	  issues	  under	  
a	  particular	  topic.	  While	  it	  is	  important	  to	  recognise	  that	  consultation	  is	  an	  on-‐going	  process	  it	  is	  also	  
necessary	  to	  maintain	  a	  level	  of	  momentum	  in	  producing	  a	  plan	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick.	  With	  this	  
in	  mind	  a	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  would	  be	  an	  opportunity	  for	  topic	  groups	  to	  gather	  within	  
their	  chosen	  interest	  area	  and	  bring	  together	  some	  of	  the	  key	  issues	  in	  their	  topic	  that	  they	  feel	  may	  
have	  an	  impact	  or	  cross	  with	  other	  emerging	  issues	  in	  other	  topic	  groups	  and	  most	  importantly	  
share	  these	  cross	  cutting	  issues	  with	  all	  of	  the	  topic	  groups	  while	  having	  the	  chance	  to	  comment	  on	  
other	  groups	  issues.	  The	  main	  intentions	  being	  to:-‐	  

• Understand	  what	  other	  topic	  issues	  are	  
• Identify	  issues	  that	  crossover	  into	  other	  topics	  
• Discuss	  the	  What,	  Where,	  Why,	  When	  and	  Who?	  Of	  each	  topic	  area	  
• Move	  forward	  as	  one	  group	  	  	  
• Help	  inform	  the	  next	  stage	  in	  setting	  objectives	  for	  the	  ADNP	  	  

Who	  would	  attend	  this	  Discussion	  Forum?	  

Making	  sure	  as	  many	  members	  of	  a	  community	  have	  been	  given	  a	  chance	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  plan	  
making	  is	  important	  to	  a	  successful	  plan.	  With	  this	  in	  mind	  the	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  
proposed	  to	  be	  held	  in	  Alnwick	  would	  aim	  to	  invite	  selected	  members	  from	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  the	  
community	  to	  get	  involved.	  For	  example,	  

• Steering	  Group	  Members	  
• Younger	  People	  
• Disabled	  People	  
• Older	  People	  
• Local	  Business	  
• Heritage	  Groups	  
• Emergency	  Services	  
• Other	  key	  departments	  at	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  
• Landlords	  
• Developers	  
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• Education	  Establishments	  
• Environment	  Groups	  
• Transport	  Groups	  
• Others	  

Such	  an	  event	  would	  seek	  representation	  from	  these	  types	  of	  people	  to	  make	  the	  discussion	  as	  
mixed	  as	  possible	  and	  to	  help	  the	  discussion	  take	  into	  account	  all	  of	  the	  different	  angles	  
communities	  view	  planning	  from.	  

How	  would	  this	  Discussion	  Forum	  work?	  

The	  proposed	  event	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Tuesday	  24th	  July	  and	  will	  run	  from	  6.00pm	  till	  9.30pm	  with	  
breaks	  for	  refreshments.	  	  A	  programme	  with	  explanatory	  notes	  is	  provided	  over	  the	  page	  for	  further	  
information.	  

We	  don’t	  want	  to	  wind	  the	  clock	  back	  and	  revisit	  issues	  we	  have	  already	  discussed	  

The	  idea	  of	  this	  discussion	  forum	  is	  to	  begin	  to	  move	  onto	  the	  next	  phase	  in	  preparing	  the	  
Neighbourhood	  Plan.	  It	  is	  not	  just	  a	  process	  to	  gather	  more	  issues	  and	  revisit	  old	  ones.	  Although	  
sometimes	  having	  these	  cross	  cutting	  discussions	  can	  pull	  out	  new	  or	  underlying	  issues.	  The	  idea	  is	  to	  
begin	  to	  look	  more	  at	  the	  issues	  and	  begin	  discussing	  how	  we	  do	  something	  about	  them	  using	  the	  
ADNP	  as	  one	  of	  the	  tools	  to	  do	  that.	  

Preparing	  for	  the	  event	  

The	  idea	  would	  be	  to	  hold	  a	  “dry	  run”	  or	  question	  and	  answers	  session	  before	  the	  main	  event	  so	  
those	  topic	  leads	  and	  others	  involved	  in	  the	  day	  feel	  comfortable	  working	  with	  people	  at	  the	  event	  
and	  can	  ask	  questions	  about	  the	  logistics	  of	  the	  day.	  Locality	  would	  also	  be	  present	  at	  this	  pre-‐event	  
and	  the	  main	  event	  to	  answer	  questions	  and	  give	  advice	  on	  how	  we	  may	  deliver	  some	  of	  this	  event	  
as	  a	  group	  before	  the	  day	  and	  to	  help	  on	  the	  actual	  day	  of	  an	  event.	  

At	  the	  dry	  run	  event	  each	  topic	  group	  would	  begin	  to	  prepare	  their	  What	  Where	  Why	  When	  Who	  
charts	  before	  the	  actual	  event	  to	  make	  sure	  only	  the	  cross	  cutting	  issues	  are	  addressed	  and	  time	  is	  
saved	  at	  the	  actual	  event	  on	  the	  24th.	  Both	  Locality	  and	  Plangle	  will	  be	  available	  to	  support	  this	  part	  
of	  the	  “dry	  run”.	  

A	  full	  detailed	  program	  and	  set	  of	  facilitator’s	  notes	  and	  delegate’s	  information	  will	  also	  be	  prepared	  
to	  use	  on	  the	  day	  of	  the	  event.	  
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Programme	  

6.00pm	  –	  Arrivals,	  Refreshments	  and	  Introductions	  

“A	  chance	  to	  get	  a	  coffee	  or	  tea	  and	  introduce	  yourself	  to	  a	  few	  of	  the	  other	  people	  attending	  the	  
event.	  This	  may	  be	  done	  formally	  or	  informally	  using	  a	  number	  of	  different	  icebreaker	  style	  
activities,	  to	  be	  discussed.”	  

6.30	  pm	  –	  Welcome	  and	  Introduction	  to	  the	  event	  –	  Why	  are	  we	  here?	  

“Chris	  Anderson	  from	  plangle	  would	  introduce	  the	  format	  of	  the	  event,	  any	  housekeeping	  rules	  and	  
what	  we	  want	  to	  achieve	  by	  the	  end	  of	  the	  day”	  

6.40	  pm	  –	  What,	  Where,	  Why,	  When,	  Who	  	  

“Working	  in	  groups	  and	  using	  your	  activity	  guide	  begin	  to	  discuss	  the	  key	  or	  main	  issues	  from	  your	  
topic	  around	  the	  key	  headings	  of	  What,	  Where,	  Why,	  When	  and	  Who	  with	  the	  new	  members	  of	  your	  
group	  to	  begin	  to	  look	  at	  how	  the	  plan	  could	  address	  some	  of	  these	  key	  issues.	  This	  session	  would	  be	  
facilitated	  by	  a	  topic	  lead	  perhaps	  or	  nominated	  person	  and	  there	  would	  be	  another	  person	  to	  scribe	  
the	  discussion	  and	  make	  notes	  of	  the	  task.	  The	  aim	  would	  be	  to	  prepare	  on	  a	  large	  sheet	  you’re	  
what	  where	  why	  when	  and	  who	  discussion	  around	  your	  topic	  and	  be	  able	  to	  have	  this	  ready	  to	  be	  
available	  to	  other	  groups	  after	  the	  break.	  

7.40	  pm	  –	  Break	  	  

“During	  the	  break	  each	  of	  the	  topic	  groups	  what	  where	  why	  when	  and	  who	  information	  charts	  
would	  be	  displayed	  around	  the	  venue	  ready	  for	  the	  next	  session.”	  This	  would	  also	  be	  a	  chance	  for	  
groups	  to	  mix	  up	  and	  discuss	  issues	  informally	  over	  a	  sandwich	  and	  drink.”	  

8.00	  pm	  –	  Information	  Exchange	  and	  Issues	  Swapping	  

“The	  information	  prepared	  in	  the	  group	  task	  during	  the	  first	  session	  will	  now	  be	  on	  display	  around	  
the	  venue.	  Topic	  groups	  would	  be	  asked	  to	  visit	  other	  topics	  what	  where	  why	  when	  who	  charts	  
displayed	  around	  the	  venue	  and	  have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  raise	  questions	  and	  issues	  around	  other	  
topics.	  Post	  it	  notes	  and	  comments	  cards	  could	  be	  attached	  or	  left	  with	  each	  of	  the	  different	  topics	  
charts.”	  

9.00	  pm	  -‐	  Question	  and	  Answers	  Session	  

“A	  conclusion	  question	  and	  answers	  session	  as	  one	  whole	  group	  would	  bring	  the	  formal	  part	  of	  the	  
event	  to	  a	  close	  where	  key	  questions	  emerging	  from	  the	  workshop	  could	  be	  shared	  with	  all	  
members	  at	  the	  event	  and	  recorded.”	  

9.30	  pm	  -‐	  What	  happens	  next?	  

The	  information	  prepared	  and	  gathered	  at	  this	  event	  would	  be	  written	  up	  and	  shared	  back	  amongst	  
all	  delegates	  as	  a	  small	  report,	  information	  could	  also	  be	  shared	  electronically	  on	  the	  website.	  



Attendees	  for	  Discussion	  Forum	  Tuesday	  24th	  July	  2012	  

NAME	   ORGANISATION	  (if	  any)	   1st	  PREFERENCE	  	  
(if	  stated)	  

2nd	  PREFERENCE	  
(if	  stated)	  

Andrea	  Perrett	   Local	  Living	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	   Employment	  &	  Economy	  
Janis	  Crook	   Community	  Forum	   Retail	   	  
Susan	  Ellis	   Community	  Forum	   Retail	   	  
Frances	  Allsop	   Community	  Forum	   Housing	  	   	  
Victoria	  Ballon	   Community	  Forum	   Environment	   Housing	  
Peter	  Ballon	   Community	  Forum	   Heritage	  &	  Culture	   Housing	  
Richard	  Allsop	   Community	  Forum	   Transport	   	  
Paul	  Leo	   NCC	   Housing	   	  
Andy	  Clarke	   NCC	   Housing	   	  
John	  Swanson	   Developer	   Housing	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	  
Maria	  Manion	   Community	  Forum	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	   Heritage	  &	  Culture	  
Jacqui	  Gibbs	   Sure	  Start	   Community	  Facilities/Ed	   Employment	  &	  Economy	  
Lynne	  Livsey	   Consultant	   Housing	   	  
Tony	  French	   Resident	   Housing	   Employment	  &	  Economy	  
Sam	  French	   Resident	   Housing	   Employment	  &	  Economy	  
Clare	  Mills	   Community	  Forum	   	   	  
Hannah	  Moeini	   NCC	   	   	  
Pennie	  Perkins	   Community	  Forum	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	   Housing	  
Tim	  Harris	   Homes	  for	  Northumberland	   Housing	   	  
Katherine	  Williams	   Community	  Forum	   	   	  
Martin	  Robinson	   Aln	  Valley	  Railway	   	   	  
Carlo	  Biagioni	   Chamber	  of	  Trade	   	   	  
Andrew	  Duff	   Resident	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	   	  
David	  Farrer	   Community	  Forum	   	   	  
Bill	  Grisdale	   Councillor	   	   	  
Martin	  Harrington	   Councillor	   	   	  
Gordon	  Castle	   Councillor	   	   	  
Ian	  McCrae	   Gallery	  Youth	   Housing	   	  
Emily	  Wood	   Volunteer	   	   	  
Caroline	  Stewart	   Local	  Business	  Women	   Retail	  &	  Tourism	   	  
Jean	  Lovie	   Resident	   	   	  
Jane	  Young	   Local	  Business	  Women	   Housing	   	  
Paul	  West	   	   Community	   	  
Terry	  Gray	   	   	   	  
Plus	  Steering	  group	  
members	  
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What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When?	  

In	  this	  part	  of	  the	  workshop	  the	  topic	  lead	  facilitators	  played	  a	  key	  part	  in	  the	  discussion.	  As	  
a	  facilitator	  for	  their	  topic	  (Environment,	  Housing	  etc.)	  and	  before	  the	  event	  they	  had	  a	  
good	  idea	  of	  some	  of	  the	  main	  issues	  in	  their	  particular	  topic.	  	  

In	  groups,	  attendees	  at	  the	  workshop	  would	  hear	  a	  summary	  or	  background	  of	  the	  main	  
issues	  in	  a	  particular	  topic	  and	  then	  as	  a	  group	  discuss	  the	  what,	  why,	  how	  and	  when	  the	  
plan	  could	  begin	  to	  address	  some	  of	  these	  issues.	  

The	  findings	  from	  this	  part	  of	  the	  workshop	  have	  been	  recorded	  and	  are	  attached	  to	  the	  
overall	  report	  under	  the	  8	  different	  topic	  headings.	  The	  content	  of	  each	  of	  the	  individual	  
groups	  has	  been	  left	  as	  originally	  presented	  as	  some	  facilitators	  chose	  to	  write	  up	  the	  
findings	  of	  their	  workshop	  in	  different	  ways	  and	  undertake	  different	  sections	  of	  the	  
workshop	  at	  different	  times.	  The	  key	  information	  however	  is	  there	  to	  see	  in	  the	  relevant	  
tables	  and	  presented	  in	  the	  same	  format.	  Some	  groups	  produced	  more	  information	  on	  
certain	  parts	  of	  the	  discussion	  under	  the	  various	  headings.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Discussing	  the	  What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When	  for	  the	  Plan	  	  (Image	  www.plangle.co.uk)	  

	  

Touring	  the	  Tables	  

After	  the	  groups	  finished	  discussing	  the	  What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When	  in	  their	  respective	  groups,	  each	  
person	  had	  5	  minutes	  to	  spend	  at	  each	  of	  the	  other	  topics	  to	  ask	  questions	  to	  the	  facilitator	  (topic	  
lead),	  comment	  on	  the	  issues	  and	  add	  to	  the	  information	  previously	  discussed	  by	  a	  particular	  group.	  
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Touring	  the	  tables	  –	  asking	  questions	  and	  sharing	  information	  (image	  www,plangle.co.uk)	  

	  

Questions	  ,	  Answers	  and	  Setting	  Priorities	  for	  the	  Plan	  

After	  the	  touring	  of	  the	  tables	  a	  general	  questions	  and	  Answers	  session	  occurred	  to	  bring	  the	  
workshop	  to	  an	  end	  as	  one	  whole	  group.	  The	  broad	  discussion	  is	  recorded	  in	  the	  Findings	  Section	  of	  
the	  report	  	  After	  this	  Q	  and	  A	  each	  person	  who	  had	  attended	  the	  workshop	  was	  asked	  to	  record	  
down	  their	  top	  3	  priorities	  for	  the	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan.	  This	  would	  help	  the	  
steering	  group	  begin	  to	  strategically	  plan	  some	  objectives	  for	  the	  plan	  and	  begin	  a	  move	  toward	  a	  
set	  of	  preferred	  options	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  around	  key	  themes	  highlighted	  from	  the	  findings	  
of	  the	  workshop.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Different	  generations	  discuss	  priorities	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwicks	  Future	  (image	  www.plangle.co.uk)	  
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What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When?	  

In	  this	  part	  of	  the	  workshop	  the	  topic	  lead	  facilitators	  played	  a	  key	  part	  in	  the	  discussion.	  As	  
a	  facilitator	  for	  their	  topic	  (Environment,	  Housing	  etc.)	  and	  before	  the	  event	  they	  had	  a	  
good	  idea	  of	  some	  of	  the	  main	  issues	  in	  their	  particular	  topic.	  	  

In	  groups,	  attendees	  at	  the	  workshop	  would	  hear	  a	  summary	  or	  background	  of	  the	  main	  
issues	  in	  a	  particular	  topic	  and	  then	  as	  a	  group	  discuss	  the	  what,	  why,	  how	  and	  when	  the	  
plan	  could	  begin	  to	  address	  some	  of	  these	  issues.	  

The	  findings	  from	  this	  part	  of	  the	  workshop	  have	  been	  recorded	  and	  are	  attached	  to	  the	  
overall	  report	  under	  the	  8	  different	  topic	  headings.	  The	  content	  of	  each	  of	  the	  individual	  
groups	  has	  been	  left	  as	  originally	  presented	  as	  some	  facilitators	  chose	  to	  write	  up	  the	  
findings	  of	  their	  workshop	  in	  different	  ways	  and	  undertake	  different	  sections	  of	  the	  
workshop	  at	  different	  times.	  The	  key	  information	  however	  is	  there	  to	  see	  in	  the	  relevant	  
tables	  and	  presented	  in	  the	  same	  format.	  Some	  groups	  produced	  more	  information	  on	  
certain	  parts	  of	  the	  discussion	  under	  the	  various	  headings.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Discussing	  the	  What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When	  for	  the	  Plan	  	  (Image	  www.plangle.co.uk)	  

	  

Touring	  the	  Tables	  

After	  the	  groups	  finished	  discussing	  the	  What,	  Why,	  How	  and	  When	  in	  their	  respective	  groups,	  each	  
person	  had	  5	  minutes	  to	  spend	  at	  each	  of	  the	  other	  topics	  to	  ask	  questions	  to	  the	  facilitator	  (topic	  
lead),	  comment	  on	  the	  issues	  and	  add	  to	  the	  information	  previously	  discussed	  by	  a	  particular	  group.	  



	   	  
	  

Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan	  –	  Cross	  Cutting	  Discussion	  Forum	  24.07.2012	  
	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Touring	  the	  tables	  –	  asking	  questions	  and	  sharing	  information	  (image	  www,plangle.co.uk)	  

	  

Questions	  ,	  Answers	  and	  Setting	  Priorities	  for	  the	  Plan	  

After	  the	  touring	  of	  the	  tables	  a	  general	  questions	  and	  Answers	  session	  occurred	  to	  bring	  the	  
workshop	  to	  an	  end	  as	  one	  whole	  group.	  The	  broad	  discussion	  is	  recorded	  in	  the	  Findings	  Section	  of	  
the	  report	  	  After	  this	  Q	  and	  A	  each	  person	  who	  had	  attended	  the	  workshop	  was	  asked	  to	  record	  
down	  their	  top	  3	  priorities	  for	  the	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan.	  This	  would	  help	  the	  
steering	  group	  begin	  to	  strategically	  plan	  some	  objectives	  for	  the	  plan	  and	  begin	  a	  move	  toward	  a	  
set	  of	  preferred	  options	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  around	  key	  themes	  highlighted	  from	  the	  findings	  
of	  the	  workshop.	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Different	  generations	  discuss	  priorities	  for	  Alnwick	  and	  Denwicks	  Future	  (image	  www.plangle.co.uk)	  
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Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire

1

Community Facilities

 CYF 1	 	Information,	advice	and	support
	 	Where the opportunities arise in the town centre, 

should Information, Advice and Support services 
be located together? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 2	 	Community	buildings
	 	The area has a wide range of community 

buildings, which should be retained and improved 
to provide better services. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 CYF 3	 	Services	for	young	people
	 	Will the proposed new High School site at 

Greensfield provide a good location to base 
provision of youth work and facilities for young 
people? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 4	 	Youth	shelter
	 	Should an area within the town be identified and 

developed to provide a youth shelter (to include 
seating, lighting and open wifi access)? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 5	 	Services	for	older	people
	 	Is the extent and range of services provided for 

older people adequate for the next 10 to 15 years? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 6	 	Public	toilets
	 	Should the plan provide for improved and fully 

accessible public toilet facilities? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 CYF 7	 	Community	communication	and	
awareness

	 	Communication methods should be improved 
by developing a local information website for 
Alnwick alongside other forms of communication. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Economy & Employment

 EMP 1	 The	level	of	economic	growth
	 	The plan should support greater economic 

growth than we have seen in recent times, but at 
a sustainable level. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 EMP 2	 	The	location	of	employment	
generating	development		
eg offices, warehouses and industry

	 Should	the	Plan	(tick one box only)

     Provide employment land principally east 
of the A1 near to existing employment sites 
such as the Lionheart Estate? 

or	     Provide employment land south of the town  
at Greensfield? 

or	     In neither location?

or	     In both locations?

 EMP 3	 	Existing	employment	sites		
eg offices, warehouses and industry

	 Should	the	Plan	(tick one box only)

     Seek to retain existing employment sites for 
office, industrial, and storage uses? 

or	     Allow these sites to have wider uses, 
providing they lead to the retention /creation 
of employment and investment in the fabric 
and infrastructure of these areas?

As a start we would like your views on the plan aims 
set out in the accompanying document.  

Do the plan aims clearly express what you think 
should be the aspirations for the neighbourhood plan?

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	
If no, please explain any changes you would wish to make...

8

Freepost RSTT-KXZU-HJHU
Alnwick Town Council
Cemetery Lodge Office
South Road
ALNWICK
NE66 2PH

How to fold the questionnaire

1 Fold the questionnaire 
in half with address 
side  showing.

2 Fold along dotted lines 
as shown - bottom third 
folds up.

3 Fold top third down and 
tuck into the bottom 
third as shown.

The questionnaire 
should now be like this

4

Once folded, pop it into any postbox - it is pre-addressed and free to post - no stamp needed!
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 EMP 4	 South	Road
	 	South Road should be identified as an area for 

new commercial development with improved 
linkages between the town centre and Willowburn. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 EMP 5	 Employment	of	young	people
	 Should	the	Plan	(tick all that apply)

     Have a positive policy of supporting 
development which provides jobs for young 
people?

     Encourage the use of local labour and 
training schemes  within new developments?

     Encourage the provision of facilities 
for further education, training and 
apprenticeships?

Education
 ED 1	 New	schools
  Do you think the site identified at Greensfield for 

the development of a new High School should 
also be considered for an all age education 
village involving relocated middle schools? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 ED 2	 Future	use	of	vacated	school	sites
  What would you like to see the vacated school 

sites used for? (tick all that apply)

     Housing 
     Sport and recreation facilities 
     Community facilities 
     Business and employment generating uses
     Maintained as green space
     A mixture of these uses

 ED 3	 Dual	use	of	facilities
  The plan should require new school buildings 

and the proposed outdoor sports complex at 
Greensfield to be operated on a dual use basis to 
the benefit of both schools and community.

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 ED 4	 Other	educational	facilities
  The plan should promote the retention of facilities 

and services supporting statutory education, 
special needs education and lifelong learning and 
encourage development required to sustain these 
services.

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Environment

 ENV 1	 	Dog-fouling	and	litter
	 	Would you support the provision of appropriately 

designed bins in areas where there is a problem 
with dog-fouling and litter? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 ENV 2	 	Recycling
	 	Would you support more town centre sites for 

recycling glass, textiles and cartons to help 
improve recycling rates? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 ENV 3	 	Energy	efficiency
	 	Should the neighbourhood plan promote more 

energy efficient homes? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 ENV 4	 	Renewable	energy
	 	Should the plan encourage local homes and 

businesses to generate their own energy from 
renewable sources? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	
 ENV 5	 	Trees	in	the	town
	 	A	  The plan should protect trees in the town 

centre and those lining approach roads. 
 

Strongly
		 				 Neither		 			

Strongly
	

	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         
	 	B	  Would you support a requirement that at least 

50% of trees planted in publicly accessible 
green spaces should be fruit trees? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	
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 TRS 7	 More	sustainable	transport
	 	Within the plan, walking, cycling, public transport 

and the movement of goods and services should 
be prioritised over private car travel to help 
deliver a more sustainable transport network. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

  TRS 3	 Public	transport
	 	The Alnwick bus station should be developed as a 

modern, high quality transport hub. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TRS 4	 Transport	links	and	accessibility
	 	Better links with Alnmouth Station should be 

developed to improve longer distance travel 
options for business and leisure journeys. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

RETURNING THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE

It is important that we get your views.  
Please return this questionnaire by  

Monday 18th February 2013. 
To return your completed form either: 

Drop	it	off at one of the collection points in the 
area. These are at Alnwick Library, Alnwick 
Town Council’s office at Alnwick Cemetery, 

Northumberland County Council’s information 
centre at Greenwell Lane, the Post Office on 

Market Street and Willowburn Leisure Centre. 

Post	it	back	-	no	stamp	is	required	
(see back page for details). 

Or complete	the	questionnaire	online by visiting  

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk	

 TRS 6	 Traffic	management
	 	Vehicle speeds should be restricted to a 

maximum of 20mph in the residential areas of 
Alnwick town. 30mph may be permitted along 
access routes where conditions make this a safe 
maximum speed. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TRS 5	 Maintenance	and	upkeep
	 	Repairing the surfaces of footpaths should be 

given priority over the improvement of road 
surfaces for vehicles, except where pedestrians 
cross the road or the quality of the surface 
represents a risk to cyclists. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Any	other	comments:
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  ENV 6	 	Nature	conservation
	 	Should the plan identify local nature reserves in 

areas of nature conservation interest? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

Heritage & Culture

 HC 1	 Alnwick	conservation	area
	 	The boundaries of Alnwick Conservation Area 

should be reviewed with a view to its extension. 
 

Strongly
		 				 Neither		 			

Strongly
	

	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 2	 Conservation	in	Denwick
	 	Denwick village should be considered for 

designation as a conservation area. 
 

Strongly
		 				 Neither		 			

Strongly
	

	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 3	 Heritage	buildings
	 	The plan should propose a locally determined  list 

of lesser heritage buildings. 
 

Strongly
		 				 Neither		 			

Strongly
	

	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 4	 Control	of	design
	 	The plan should include design policies and 

promote design guides to protect the character of 
our historic buildings and areas. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 5	 Planning	control
	 	The plan should explore the need for additional 

planning controls to prevent small scale damage 
to the character of our historic buildings and 
townscapes. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 6	 Public	space
	 	The plan should encourage the better management 

and maintenance of Alnwick Conservation Area’s 
public spaces and floorscapes. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 7	 Signage	and	street	furniture
	 	The plan should encourage the removal of 

unnecessary signs and other street furniture in the 
town centre.

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HC 8	 Culture
	 	A The plan should ensure that the existing buildings 

and organisations supporting cultural activities 
have a viable future.

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         
	 	B The plan should identify any cultural needs 

currently not met and determine what viable 
provision should be made to meet those needs.

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Housing

 HSG 1	 	Quantity	of	housing
	 	Do you agree that the plan should provide about 

50 new dwellings per year up to 2025 – i.e. a total 
of about 700 new dwellings? 

	 (tick one box only)

     Yes – that sounds about right 

     No – it’s too many 

    No – it’s too few 

     Don’t have an opinion 
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 SPR 4	 Allotments
	 	How do you think the amount of allocated space 

for allotments should change over the plan 
period to 2025? 

	 (tick one box only)

     Keep the same amount of allotment space 
as now 

     A small increase in the amount of space 
allocated, in line with any future population 
growth 

     A large increase in the amount of space 
allocated 

 TOU 4	 Access	for	all
	 	Alnwick needs access improvements in order to 

be a welcoming and delightful place for residents 
and visitors alike, including those with restricted 
mobility. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TOU 5	 Signage	and	interpretation
	 	Improved signposting and interpretation is 

necessary to help visitors find their way and make 
the most of all Alnwick has to offer. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TOU 6	 Coach	tours
	 	Coach parking, drop-off and pick-up provision 

should be improved to ensure that Alnwick is 
made attractive for short stay town centre related 
coach operators and their passengers. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Tourism

 TOU 1	 	Supporting	tourism
	 	The plan should support Alnwick’s role as a viable 

and competitive tourism destination.  

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TOU 2	 	Seasonality
	 	The plan should support developments that 

improve facilities and prospects for promoting year 
round visitor activity. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TOU 3	 Locating	tourism	developments
	 	Development of new visitor accommodation and 

tourism - related facilities should be supported in 
locations where it can complement other tourist 
businesses and services and enhance Alnwick’s 
overall visitor appeal. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Transport

 TRS 1	 Pedestrian	links
	 	A comprehensive network of attractive, well-

maintained footpaths is required to link the 
residential, educational, commercial and industrial 
areas of Alnwick town and its central area. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TRS 2	 Cycle	links
	 	A well maintained, safe and signed cycle route 

network, mainly on existing streets, would benefit 
Alnwick town and its links to the surrounding villages. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 
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 HSG 2	 	Location	of	housing
	 	A	  Do you agree we should continue to prioritise 

previously developed land for housing? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	
	 	B	  Do you agree we should also prioritise other 

available and developable sites for housing 
not in use as parks and gardens - for example 
school sites once vacated? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

	 	C	  	 	Additionally would you support further 
housing development:- (tick one box only)

     South of the town at Greensfield? 

     East of Allerburn Lea and Westacres? 

    In both locations? 

     In neither location? 

 HSG 3	 	Housing	choice
	 	The plan should promote housing choice by 

encouraging a range of size, type and tenure of 
dwellings. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 HSG 4	 	Affordable	housing
  Do you support the following to help deliver 

affordable housing: (tick all that apply)
     A requirement for sites larger than  

10 dwellings to provide affordable housing 
as part of the development? 

 HSG 6	 	Existing	stock
	 	The Plan should encourage the refurbishment 

of vacant housing, in particular vacant dwellings 
over shops in the town centre. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

Town Centre & Retail

 TCR 1	 	The	mix	of	shops,	services	and	
leisure	facilities

	 	What is your opinion about the present mix of 
shops, services and leisure facilities serving 
Alnwick? 

	 	 Need		 About		 Need		
	 	 Less		 Right		 More	

	 Retail shops     
	 	Services (banks, solicitors,  

travel agents, etc)     
	 Cafés/bars/restaurants     
	 Takeaways     
	 	Other leisure  

(gyms, entertainment, etc)     

	    A requirement that at least 35% of the total 
dwellings on larger sites are affordable 
homes?  

    A tariff system so that the developer of 
smaller housing developments (including 
individual houses) contributes funds 
towards the provision of affordable housing?

 HSG 5	 	Housing	design
  Do you think the Plan should: (tick all that apply)

     Introduce a strong policy setting out 
principles of good sustainable design? 

     Make it a requirement that all new housing 
development should be built to a recognised 
high standard of design such as Building for 
Life and The Code for Sustainable Homes?

 TCR 2	 	Independent	retail	shops
	 	Alnwick’s independent retail shops are part of the 

town’s distinctive character, and the plan should 
actively encourage the independent retail sector. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TCR 3	 	Choice	of	shops
There is not enough choice of shops. Alnwick needs 
more retail shops offering clothing, electrical goods, 
home interiors, etc

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 
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 TCR 4	 	Extending	town	centre	business	
beyond	9.00-5.00

  A wider range of businesses which will develop 
the evening economy of the town centre should 
be encouraged.                                                                                                        

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TCR 5	 	The	Market	Place
  It has been agreed to implement a restricted 

parking zone in the market place to provide 11 
short stay car parking spaces, a disabled parking 
space and 3 loading/unloading bays. The car 
parking spaces will not be available on days when 
markets and events are taking place. 

  Which statement best describes your views on 
this issue?

    This scheme seems sensible and time 
should be given to see how it works

    I would have preferred a scheme with more 
car parking spaces

    I would have preferred to see no car parking 
and with only loading & unloading permitted

    Other – Please specify

 TCR 6	 	Future	retail	growth
  Does Alnwick need more retail space (including 

out of town centre) to serve a growing population, 
to compete with other retail centres, to attract 
visitors and to create jobs? (tick one box only)

    No more retail space

    In town centre only  
    Out of town centre only 

    Both town centre & out of town centre

    No opinion  

 TCR 7	 	Out	of	town	centre	retail	
development

  Out of town centre retail development should be 
controlled so as not to undermine established 
town centre businesses. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 

         

 TCR 8	 	Movement	of	pedestrians	in		
the	town	centre

  Alnwick needs to give improved priority to 
pedestrians within the town centre in terms of 
increased pavement space, improved surfaces, 
better street signage, etc. 

 Which of the following would you support:
  (tick any that apply)

   Greater pedestrian priority in Narrowgate

    Greater pedestrian priority in Bondgate 
Within

    Retaining but improving the surface to the 
cobbles 

    Replacing the cobbles in an alternative 
surface material in keeping with the historic 
character of Market Street and Bondgate

    Repaving lanes and alleyways connecting to 
the town centre using materials  in keeping 
with the historic character of the town centre.

    Other – Please specify

Sport & Recreation

 SPR 1	 	Open	space
	 	Do you support the plan committing to increase 

the amount of publicly accessible green space 
provided (eg parks and gardens) to achieve the 
standards set by the County Council for the 
rest of Northumberland? 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 SPR 2	 	Outdoor	sport
	 	Do you think that improving the outdoor sport 

playing pitches in Alnwick is a priority for the plan. 

	 Yes	  No	  Don’t	have	an	opinion	

 SPR 3	 	Children’s	play
	 	The provision and upgrading of children’s 

play facilities should be prioritised to the 
areas in greatest need, in particular south 
Alnwick. 

 
Strongly

		 				 Neither		 			
Strongly

	
	 	 Agree	 Agree	nor	 Disagree
	

Agree		 	 Disagree	 	
Disagree 
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The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP)  
is your plan for your neighbourhood.

It is a new type of plan prepared under the Localism Act where the local 
community is in ‘the driving seat’. Alnwick Town Council, in consultation 
with Denwick Parish Council, is preparing the plan but an essential part 

of the process is that you, as local residents and people who use the 
town, are fully engaged.

Last December we published a questionnaire, asking your views on the 
main issues facing the area.  Since then we have been investigating the 
issues you helped identify, developing aims for the plan and looking at 

options across a range of topic areas.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

The ADNP is very much your plan for your local neighbourhood area.  

However, for the plan to have full weight, it is important that we work within broad 
national planning policies and Northumberland Core Strategy policies.  

We have therefore been working  with the County Council exploring  
and testing our ideas with them.

Before we draft the plan itself it is important we get your views on the options  
we have identified - so this booklet gives you a flavour of where we are  

with each topic and asks a number of questions.  

The answers will help us move the plan forward.  

If you feel the questions do not cover all the areas that you want to comment on, 
please use the space at the end of the questionnaire to tell us what you think.

This booklet is only a summary of all the work over the last year and we have  
focussed the questions on the key areas we need your views on.  

The detailed papers on each topic are all available on the website at:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

Your views on any aspect of those papers would be welcome and can be sent in by 
email, post or by using the website ‘Contact Us’ page.

December 2012

For further information contact: Bill Batey, Chief Officer and Town Clerk,  
Alnwick Town Council, Cemetery Lodge Office, South Road, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2PH  

Telephone 07971 810267 or email: bill.batey@btconnect.com

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

A large print version of this document is available on request.
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Community Facilities 

Alnwick already has a diverse range of 
activities and support services which 
are provided by a large number of 
organisations in the Alnwick & Denwick 
areas.

The objective for the Neighbourhood Plan  
is that:

By 2025 the people of Alnwick and Denwick 
will have access to high quality community 
facilities that are fit for purpose and have 
the capacity required to maintain and 
improve a vibrant, inclusive and healthy 
society. 

The plan aims to achieve this by supporting the 
development of community activity, ensuring 
community buildings meet future demands by 
looking at better use of redundant / underused 
buildings to provide some of these facilities 
and improved communication between 
individuals, businesses and groups.

In order to be successful the plan needs to 
support the people of Alnwick and Denwick by 
keeping them informed and encouraging them 
to get involved in decision making.

Information, advice & support
Issue: Services are based in a number of 
different locations within Alnwick. There is 
potential to benefit from joined up working and 
easier access to sites by integrating services. 
Some of the buildings used to house these 
services are below the standard that would be 
expected for a public building.

Option: The plan needs to ensure we provide 
the services that people need, in accessible 
locations and in fit-for-purpose buildings. 

Community buildings
Issue: The quality of some community 
buildings is poor in terms of physical 
accessibility, energy efficiency, comfort and 
general repair and maintenance.

Option: The plan should support the 
improvement of community buildings and 

2

The plan aims are:

1  Economy and Employment 
  To support, strengthen and diversify Alnwick 

as the principal employment and service 
centre for the wider area.

2  Retail and Tourism
  To maintain and develop a comprehensive mix 

of retail and tourism facilities which provide 
a  locally distinctive shopper and visitor 
experience whilst meeting local needs.  

3   Community, Leisure and  
 Education Facilities

  To provide high quality, accessible and 
affordable community, leisure and education 
facilities to meet the needs of all parts of the 
local community.

4  Transport
  To improve the facilities for the movement 

of people, goods and services within Alnwick 
and Denwick. To enhance the pedestrian 
experience and to improve the management 
of vehicle access throughout the plan area.  

5  Environment
  To create a more sustainable neighbourhood 

that respects and enhances the special 
character of the area.

  To increase the amount of public open space 
that is readily accessible to all.

6  Heritage and Culture
  To protect and enhance the special 

architectural and historic character of 
Alnwick as a unique ducal township and 
promote its key role in supporting the local 
economy and in defining local identity.

  To sustain and enrich the cultural life  
of Alnwick.

7  Housing
  To provide a sufficient quantity and range of 

good quality housing, appropriate to meet 
local needs and the development of the town 
as a sustainable service centre.

8  Sport and Recreation
  To improve the provision of good quality, 

accessible and affordable sports and 
recreation facilities.

health, wellbeing and quality of life 
for all. 
Option example: Design changes 
in transport provision so that they 
contribute to an improvement of the 
streetscape that reconciles the need 
for up-to-date facilities with a well 
conserved town environment.

q  Issue: Keeping transport 
infrastructure in a safe and attractive 
condition. 
Option principle: Prepare and 
implement a five-year strategic 
plan for the repair of footpaths and 
pedestrian areas, road crossings 
and markings, eliminating the many 
safety hazards that currently exist for 
pedestrians.

q  Issue: Managing traffic for the benefit 
of all, with priority for pedestrians. 
Option principle: Review the traffic 
systems and signing that bring people 
into the town; devise unobtrusive 
systems that give real meaning to the 
‘shared space’ concept throughout the 
town and its approaches.  
Option example: Restrict vehicle 
speeds to a maximum of 20mph in the 
residential areas of Alnwick town.

q  Issue: Providing parking and 
managing and preventing the abuse of 
parking facilities. 
Option principle: Encourage 
considerate parking to protect green 
verges, keep access to premises 
clear and drop kerbs free. Enforce 
regulations and eliminate abuse 
throughout the plan area. 
Option example: Investigate 
the commercial provision of an 
aesthetically acceptable decked or 
multi-storey car park.

q  Issue: Using the planning process to 
help improve transport and travel now 
and in future. 
Option principle: Establish a hierarchy 
of travel options from walking (most in 
need of encouragement and improved 
facilities) through cycling, public 
transport and freight to private car 
travel that would help deliver more 
sustainable transport across the  
plan area.

Clearly, a key constraint that will determine 
the practicality and implementation of the 
options eventually agreed for inclusion in 
the plan will be the availability of funding. 
However, some of the options identified do 
not require new funding but do require a more 
determined application and enforcement of 
existing regulations. 

For example, the lack of enforcement of 
existing parking regulations in the plan area 
has contributed not only to traffic congestion 
but also to unnecessary safety hazards for 
pedestrians and access problems for those 
with impaired mobility.

The evidence available on traffic in Alnwick 
is now outdated and is based on national 
growth forecasts that have not materialised.  
The Department for Transport statistics show 
that national traffic levels have remained 
essentially the same over the last decade 
but the situation locally might usefully be 
explored. Similarly, the widely differing views 
on the adequacy of parking provision should be 
evidenced by objective measures.

The interaction of transport and travel with 
other aspects of life in the plan area is certain 
to require compromises to be reached if 
transport is to fulfil its role of facilitating 
the cohesion, health and well-being of the 
community.
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ensure capacity will meet future demand. 
There is also potential to use redundant 
buildings to provide facilities.

Services for young people
Issue: A lack of facilities for young people in 
Alnwick leading to problems at hotspots such 
as the bus station. Alnwick offers a range of 
targeted youth provision, including, advice 
and information, drop in sessions, supported 
housing and floating support, development 
work and group work.

Option: We need to continue and improve 
the provision of youth work and provision of 
facilities for young people. 

Option: The Plan should identify a location 
for the provision of facilities for young people 
to get together without causing concern for 
residents and visitors. Facilities could include 
seating, shelter, lighting and open wifi access.

Services for older people 
Issue: A diverse range of activities and support 
services to the elderly are provided by a large 
number of organisations in the Alnwick & 
Denwick areas. 

Option: The plan needs to support the 
continued provision of facilities for older 
people.

Public toilets
Issue: Public toilets have been highlighted as 
being of very poor quality. The lack of public 
toilets near to the bus station is an issue for 
people arriving / departing Alnwick by bus.

Option: The plan should propose improved 
provision and quality of toilet facilities for 
public use. 

Community communication & awareness
Issue: Issues were raised at the community 
consultation events that it was not easy to 
find out what is going on in Alnwick and 
surrounding areas.

Option: We need to improve communication 
to ensure individuals, businesses and groups 
have a better understanding of what is 

happening in the area for example by setting 
up a community information website.

Economy & Employment

Planning for sustainable growth in 
Alnwick as a main service centre is 
critical to wider issues such as retaining 
an active working population and young 
people and attracting new 
investment.

The plan will need to 
provide for a wider range of 
economic activity than the 
traditional sectors of the 
past, and will need to be responsive to change. 
Tourism, retailing and the service sector will 
continue to be an important component of the 
town’s economy.

Objectives for the plan
q  to act as a main service centre to support 

the wider rural hinterland and economy

q  to offer a range of employment 
opportunities to assist in retaining a young 
and vibrant population and to create wealth 
within the town

q  to meet the needs of new investment and 
new and existing businesses within the 
town

q  to assist and enable a flexible approach 
to growth and diversification of the local 
economy

q  to meet the above objectives in a 
sustainable and environmentally sensitive 
way

q  to provide an integrated approach to 
economic development with other key topic 
areas of housing, retailing, infrastructure 
and education

The level of economic growth
Potentially the town could plan to encourage 
a higher level of growth with the objective of 
attracting new investment and employment.  

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

Transport

In working towards  
the development of the  
Neighbourhood Plan, it is essential that 
we have clear objectives for transport to 
deliver the overall plan aim for transport. 

These are:

q  To improve access to homes, work and 
facilities for people and goods

q  To enhance the viability and vitality of 
Alnwick town centre for residents  
and visitors

q  To link residential, commercial, 
recreational and functional parts of  
the plan area

q  To improve conditions for walking, cycling, 
wheelchair and buggy users

q  To improve the provision of public transport

q  To increase pedestrian priority and reduce 
car dependence

q  To contribute to the development of  
a sustainable future

The transport issues of concern and options 
for their resolution are: 

q  Issue: Providing safe and attractive 
opportunities for all to walk within  
the limit of their ability.   
Option principle: Develop a 
comprehensive network of attractive, 
well-maintained footpaths to link the 
residential, educational, commercial 
and industrial areas of Alnwick town 
and its central area. 
Option example: Develop a sensitive 
pedestrian priority scheme within the 
town centre.

q  Issue: Providing for and promoting 
cycling as a useful and practical way of 
getting about the plan area. 
Option Principle: Develop a well 

maintained, safe and signed cycle 
route network, mainly on existing 
streets, within Alnwick town and 
linking to surrounding villages.

q  Issue: Improving the provision for 
public buses, community transport, 
private hire coaches and similar 
vehicles. 
Option principle: Develop the Alnwick 
Bus Station as a modern, high quality 
transport hub serving the plan area. 
Option example: Improve private hire 
bus and coach access and drop off/
pick up and layover/parking provision.

q  Issue: Supporting access, delivery and 
distribution of goods and services. 
Option principle: Progressively 
improve traffic management 
schemes for necessary delivery and 
maintenance vehicles in a way that 
does not result in pavements being 
obstructed or damaged.

q  Issue: Improving the functionality, 
viability and vitality of the Market 
Place. 
Option principle: Recognise that 
market activity and community benefit 
require vehicles to be excluded 
from the Market Place other than at 
prescribed times and for prescribed 
purposes.

q  Issue: Seeking to improve sustainable 
links to the world around Alnwick and 
Denwick. 
Option principle: Develop better links 
with Alnmouth Station to improve 
longer distance travel options for 
business and leisure journeys.

q  Issue: Enhancing the environment to 
improve the quality of life for all. 
Option principle: Promote transport 
provision that generally enhances the 
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That would create greater opportunity to 
attract and retain young people and to retain 
a higher proportion of economically active 
people.

The key options are whether the town should 
plan to constrain the level of economic growth, 
retain growth at historic levels or actively 
promote growth at a higher but sustainable 
level. The direction of economic policy at 
a National and County level is to promote 
growth, and this view is also reflected in  
the initial public consultation responses to  
the Alnwick & Denwick Plan.

The extent and choice of land to be allocated 
for economic development use for Alnwick is 
therefore likely to be within the range of an 
additional 10 to 15 hectares in the period  
to 2025.

The location of development
Land is required in locations which are both 
relatively easy and cost effective to develop and 
attractive to employers. This, along with the 
sensitivity of the landscape, limits the choice 
of locations for new employment areas in 
Alnwick, to the south side of the town.

The principal opportunities for development 
are either land east of the A1 near to existing 
employment sites or south of the town at 
Greensfield or both.

Existing employment sites
The quality of existing employment sites 
varies and there is a need to encourage new 
investment to maintain their long term future, 
requiring greater flexibility and adaptability.

The options for the plan are either to restrict 
the use of employment sites strictly to office, 
industrial or storage use or allow a wider 
range of uses providing they lead to retention 
or creation of employment and reinvestment in 
the fabric and infrastructure of the area.

The town centre and the economy
Alnwick Town Centre provides the focus 
for services, shopping, eating-out and 
leisure employment. The centre’s mix of 

traditional and modern businesses is critical 
to maintaining distinctiveness and viability. 
However the capacity for the centre to provide 
for new employment opportunities is relatively 
limited.  Consideration could be given to 
encouraging a wider range of economic and 
employment uses in the centre rather than 
predominantly shops.  This could have benefits 
such as stimulating a more vibrant evening 
economy or new services.

Given the town centre’s physical constraints 
to expansion, it is important to identify ways in 
which it will compete to attract new investment 
in the future.  

Tourism and the economy
It is likely that demands for tourism will 
continue to grow within the town which the 
plan could support. However it is equally 
important that tourism is not promoted to such 
an extent that we become over-reliant on this 
one sector for economic growth.   
A balance is needed which protects the most 
sensitive environments, but allows tourism 
developments within and adjacent to the town.

Employment of young people
Retaining and attracting young people 
requires action across a range of issues and 
providing training and appropriate employment 
opportunities is important.

The plan should support development that is 
beneficial to attracting and retaining young 
people, uses local labour and offers training 
and apprenticeship schemes.

Education

Access to first class  
educational facilities is  
the aspiration of every  
community and is essential to support 
future development in the town. 

Some of the issues facing education are 
beyond the scope of the plan. What is in scope 
are the implications of choices made on the 

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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The economic impact of tourism applies not 
only to businesses directly serving visitors,  
but also to the local supply chain and 
secondary economic impacts for example 
helping to support a wider range of shops, 
cafes, theatre, social facilities and services 
than might otherwise be sustainable for  
a town of this size. 

The plan should support Alnwick’s role as a 
viable and competitive tourism destination.

Tackling seasonality
Expanding capacity without addressing 
the seasonality issue will not help overall 
sustainability of the tourism sector: put simply, 
the short season makes it harder to achieve 
break-even and the generation of sufficient 
revenue to re-invest in improvements to 
facilities, quality of service etc.

Initiatives to extend the length of the tourism 
season should be promoted in the plan where 
it can be achieved with no environmental or 
land use impact upon the town.

Locations for tourism development
Tourism development, both attractions and 
accommodation, should be encouraged to be 
located within or adjacent to Alnwick, as one of 
the county’s recognised service centres, where 
it can complement other tourist businesses 
and services and enhance Alnwick’s overall 
visitor appeal.

Future tourism developments should be 
assessed in terms of:
q   Quality of design and fitness for purpose
q   Contribution to the overall attractiveness  

of Alnwick as a tourism destination
q   Ease of access to other visitor facilities  

and services in the town
q   Contribution to extending the season 
q   Protecting the town’s most sensitive 

environments

Access for all
Catering for the needs of visitors with mobility 
restrictions applies to a wide cross-section  
of society.

Addressing accessibility will shape Alnwick’s 
long-term reputation and economic benefits 
derived from tourism. It will also play a big 
part in making the town more attractive  
to live and work in. 

The plan should promote access 
improvements in order to be a welcoming  
and delightful place for all, including visitors 
with restricted mobility.

Signposting and interpretation
Visitors and local people need to be able to 
navigate their way around the town, find places 
of interest, car parks and other facilities. 
Linked to this is a desire to strengthen local 
links between retail and leisure facilities and  
to ensure that the Castle and Gardens 
connects strongly with the core of the town. 

Interpretation of the historical and 
architectural features of the town is also 
desirable in helping to orientate visitors  
and enhance their enjoyment. Achieving this 
would also benefit local people and make 
moving around the town a more pleasurable 
experience.

Coach tours
At present Alnwick does not appear to be 
making the most of opportunities presented  
by the coach tour market mainly because of 
the poor coach parking facilities within the 
town centre.

Coach parking, drop-off and pick-up provision 
should be improved to ensure that Alnwick 
is made attractive for short stay town centre 
related coach operators and their passengers.
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key matters of educational change in the town, 
on the future use of vacated school sites and 
on the dual use of new school and sports 
facilities at Greensfield.

The education objective of the plan is: 
To ensure that development taking place in 
the town is supported by sufficient quantity of 
school places and a high quality of education 
provision.

Ensuring quality in education provision 
to support future development.
The quality of schools provision is a key 
consideration, not just for residents, but 
also for families considering a move and 
employers looking to establish or relocate a 
business. If Alnwick’s population is to grow 
then schools must have the capacity to accept 
increased numbers and meet rising parental 
expectations. 

All Alnwick schools, other than the recently 
refurbished St Paul’s, suffer from serious 
problems linked to dilapidation of buildings, 
which are not fit for purpose and/or are in 
unsuitable locations creating problems of  
traffic congestion etc. The Duchess’s 
Community High School, located on 2 separate 
sites, is to be replaced by a new school in 
recognition of its extreme unsuitability and 
dilapidation. It has embarked on a process of 
converting to academy status along with its 
federated schools.

It is intended that the new school will be sited 
on land at Greensfield, west of the Alnwick 
Cricket Club. Although funding appears to be 
sufficient for only a high school replacement, 
there have been calls for a single all age 
learning facility on this site, comprising at least 
the additional middle school components. 

This would have the advantage of 
concentrating education provision on the 
southern edge of town where traffic can be 
more easily accommodated but the down 
side of concentrating everything there is that 
for pupils on the north of the town it makes 
travelling to school by sustainable means, 

difficult. The plan needs to come to a view 
on whether the new site should be an all age 
education campus or not.

The future of school sites
Northumberland County 
Council owns the main 
High School site and 
the Lindisfarne Middle 
School site. These two 
sites together with 
the land at the Dukes 
School, owned by 
Northumberland Estates and the Bailiffgate 
Annexe buildings, present significant 
opportunities for re-use and redevelopment  
to the benefit of the town.

The sites could be developed for a variety of 
uses. The housing section of the plan suggests 
some of the school sites being used for 
housing but other uses including community 
services, business, leisure developments etc 
are all possibilities. However the school sites 
are currently composed of buildings and a 
substantial element of greenspace. Given the 
lack of publically accessible greenspace in the 
town a substantial part of these sites should 
be retained as public open space. 

Dual use of facilities
Plans for providing a mixed use outdoor sports 
facility for Alnwick sporting clubs are being 
developed very close to the new school site.  
At the same time the existing schools currently 
provide venues for various community activities 
after school. 

The Greensfield sports complex will initially 
provide facilities for football, tennis and 
hockey. It makes sense to capitalise on this 
proximity by allowing school students to use 
the facilities rather than duplicating provision 
and thereby share the burden of maintenance 
between community and school. Similarly, 
internal space at the new school should be 
offered to the community outside of school 
hours. The Neighbourhood Plan needs to 
encourage this dual use.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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Tourism marketing bodies 
plan promotions in terms 
of target market segments 
and the main targets 
identified appear to require 
an emphasis on quality 
of product and service, 
environment and access to 
heritage and countryside. 

Alnwick appears to have 
many of the relevant 
attractions, amenities and 
visitor-related services 
needed to function as an attractive and 
sustainable visitor destination, but has 
under-utilised off-peak capacity, and needs 
to address quality and accessibility if it is to 
realise its full potential.

Proposed tourism objectives:
q   To establish Alnwick as a high quality and 

accessible year-round tourism destination

q   To improve the range and quality of 
accommodation and other visitor-related 
services

q   To encourage investment that will enhance 
the appeal of visitor attractions and 
activities 

q   To encourage visitors to spend more time 
in Alnwick Town Centre

q   To encourage more visitors to walk, cycle 
and use public transport

Tourism in the economy
The thrust of National and County policy is to 
encourage tourism. The issue is particularly 
relevant for Alnwick as a key tourist destination 
in North Northumberland and it is likely that 
demands for tourism will continue to grow 
within the town.  

However, it is equally important that tourism 
is not promoted to an extent that has negative 
effects due to over-reliance on one sector for 
economic growth, or that it drives out other 
sectors which contribute to the vitality of 
Alnwick as a market town and service sector.  
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only one or two pieces of equipment and need 
to be replaced or upgraded.

Alnwick and Denwick are well below the 
national and proposed county standards for 
community open space, in particular parks and 
gardens, natural & semi-natural green space 
and amenity green space. As an example, 
the proposed county standard for parks and 
gardens is to have at least 2.14 hectares per 
1,000 population; in Alnwick and Denwick 
the figure is only 0.33 hectares per 1,000 
population. On the edge of the town is Hulne 
Park which is open to the public for walking, 
on many days of the year without charge. Both 
Hulne Park and The Pastures make significant 
contributions to the recreation offer and green 
infrastructure in Alnwick & Denwick, but are 
not freely available all the time. The plan could 
look to create more publicly accessible green 
space in the area.

There are 11 allotment sites in the plan area, 
these are provided by the Town Council and 
Northumberland Estates. Whilst the overall 
space allocated for allotments is above the 
county average, there are waiting lists and 
current turnover of allotments is low. Some 
allotments are badly maintained and of poor 
quality. We want to hear your views about the 
future need for allotments.

Tourism
Tourism has been important to Alnwick for 
a very long time. Alnwick Castle has been a 
high profile visitor attraction, and in recent 
years has expanded its opening hours, 
activities and visitor facilities. The success of 
The Alnwick Garden has increased the visitor 
numbers to Alnwick, putting the town on the 
map nationally as a tourism destination and 
stimulating the local economy. 

Market context
The growth of tourism in and around Alnwick 
reflects demand from holidaymakers, packaged 
travel provided by coach and tour operators, 
business travel and visiting friends and relatives. 
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Other educational facilities
Education needs of the community don’t start 
and end with education for the 5-18 age group. 
Nurseries and after-school care for younger 
children, youth clubs and facilities, special 
needs education facilities and adult education 
services are all present in the town. 

The future of all these education-related 
facilities are vital in supporting development in 
Alnwick and Denwick and facilitating life-long 
learning and the plan should have a role to 
play in promoting their retention.

Environment

This section looks at  
improving the pleasure we  
take in our environment,  
reducing our environmental impact, 
increasing biodiversity and making us 
more resilient to increasing fuel prices 
and climate change. 

Dog-fouling, litter and recycling
Dog fouling and littering were the top reported 
environmental issues in the Alnwick and 
Denwick community consultation last year. 
Contact with dog waste can cause toxocariasis, 
resulting in blindness. Research by Keep 
Britain Tidy suggests that more bins in the 
right places help tackle littering and dog 
fouling.

We recycle 40% of waste in Northumberland, 
but this will not increase much further unless 
we make it easier to recycle materials like 
glass, cartons and textiles. There are sites at 
Lionheart Business Park, Greenwell Lane car 
park, and less well-used sites at Willowburn 
Sports Centre and the Co-op petrol station,  
but no supermarkets or other car parks 
provide recycling. 

Warm homes and renewable energy
Carbon emissions from our homes are 23% 
higher in Northumberland than elsewhere in  
England and Wales. This is largely due to the 

number of older solid wall properties. A 2009 
study found that 18% of Alnwick households 
lived in fuel poverty, whilst in Denwick the 
figure may be around 45%. These numbers 
will have increased with rising energy prices, 
and can be expected to increase further. The 
plan could make homes more energy-efficient 
through incentives, publicity, supporting 
schemes or through the planning system.

Currently about 1% of Alnwick and Denwick’s 
energy use comes from local renewable 
sources, such as solar panels, wood burners 
and heat pumps. Planning permission is often 
required to install solar panels in conservation 
areas. The plan could come up with measures 
to encourage householders and businesses to 
adopt renewable energy.

Trees and nature reserves
Alnwick and Denwick have many attractive and 
historic trees along routes into the town and 
in the town centre which should be protected 
and preserved.  Very few of our publicly 
accessible trees produce edible fruit. Predicted 
doubling of oil prices in 10 years and lifestyle 
changes in the developing world will make 
expensive food even more costly. The North-
East is a net importer of fresh fruit, so more 
fruit trees in publicly-accessible space will 
help protect communities from rising prices. 
Grants for trees are available from many 
organisations, and tree planting  has been 
carried out by volunteers from environmental 
groups, Alnwick Lions, Girl Guides and town 
councillors.

We also have very few local nature reserves. 
There are small reserves at Craster, 
Whittingham and Littlehoughton, but the 
total area falls far short of the government 
agency Natural England’s 
standard, and there are 
no nature reserves at all 
in Alnwick 
or Denwick. 
To meet the 
standard, we 
need to set 

Town Centre and by concentrating the 
development of ‘out of town centre’ retail  
in trade outlets.

q  to pursue the above objectives in a way 
which supports the plan’s aims in respect 
of employment, housing, transport, 
tourism, heritage and community facilities.

Options
In summary, some of the key considerations 
are:

q  a Retail Development Master Plan to 
control retail development within the 
Town Centre and the growth of out of the 
town centre outlets, and

q  a desired target within such a plan for 
the ratio between retail shops and other 
commercial and leisure premises within 
the Town Centre

q  policies to support and nurture the 
town’s independent retailers

q  the need for more prestige high street 
chains in Alnwick

q  an integrated plan for the development of 
the Market Place, the Northumberland 
Hall, and the historic Town Centre

q  proposals for greater pedestrian priority 
in the Town Centre

q  proposals to address poor disabled 
access around the Town Centre

q  a plan to link Alnwick’s principal retail 
‘hubs’ in the marketing and promotion of 
the town, or

q  focus marketing and promotion only on 
the Town Centre.

Sport & Recreation

Alnwick is the centre  
for a wide range of  
sporting and recreation  
facilities which serve  
the town and the  
wider area. Many  
of these sports have  
club facilities based to the south of the 
Alnwick. These include Alnwick Rugby 
Football Club, Alnwick Cricket Club, 
Alnwick Castle Golf Club and Alnwick 
Town Football Club. 

The major provider of indoor sports in the area 
is the Willowburn Sports and Leisure Centre, 
which was built in 2003 and is run by North 
Country Leisure. This is a quality venue with 
high levels of user satisfaction. 

Whilst there is a good range of outdoor sports 
on offer for residents and visitors, many of 
the town’s existing outdoor sports pitches 
or courts are of poor quality and some have 
inadequate changing facilities. Some of 
these issues could be addressed through the 
delivery of the Alnwick Sporting Club proposal 
at Greensfield which is proposed to include 
improved football pitches, tennis courts and 
an all-weather multi-sports synthetic pitch 
primarily for hockey but capable of being used 
for other sports. 

A number of the schools in the town have 
significant areas of playing fields which 
are used for school sport and recreation 
(Duchess’s Community High School, Duke’s 
Middle School, Lindisfarne Middle School,  
St Paul’s School and to a lesser degree the  
first schools). Community use of school playing 
fields could also be a future consideration  
to improve sports provision (see the  
education section).

There are seven existing children’s play areas 
in the town, the most modern of which is at 
Swansfield Park. Some of the older play areas 
particularly to the south of Alnwick, consist of 
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friendly, whilst at the same time, 
supporting and sustaining their vital 
service and tourist economies.  

q   To ensure that the area’s historic and 
architectural design quality is celebrated 
through stories, descriptions and features 
in guides, visitor publications, newspapers 
and the electronic media to proactively 
raise the unique heritage profile of Alnwick 
and Denwick.

HERITAGE
Heritage issues and options are:
The town and village in the landscape:  
Prepare a comprehensive visual appraisal of 
the quality of the historic landscape setting to 
guide future development. 

Main roads as recognisable gateways into 
Alnwick and Denwick: Explore ways of 
improving the ‘gateway’ qualities of main roads 
into the town and village 

Boundary of conservation areas: Review the 
boundary of Alnwick’s conservation area and 
investigate a new conservation area at Denwick.

Threatened historic assets: Prepare plans 
to rescue threatened historic buildings and 
survey the area for other buildings that 
warrant protection.

New build in the historic town and village: 
Prepare policies and design guides to 
help  new development fit into the historic 
environment. 

Erosion of townscape character by 
incremental changes to building fabric: 
Consider additional planning controls to 
protect important detailed features in the 
conservation area. 

Townscape character threatened by street 
clutter and poor floorscape treatment: 
Prepare schemes to remove clutter and to 
upgrade the design and condition of road and 
pavement surfaces.  

Threatened trees inside and outside the 
conservation area: Assess the condition of 
important trees in the area and plan further 
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Heritage & Culture

From any point 
of view, Alnwick 
with Denwick is 
undoubtedly a 
heritage focal point. 
In fact, heritage is 
a major part of the area’s unique selling 
point. As the only Ducal town in the 
region and traditionally the County town 
of Northumberland, the area is of huge 
heritage importance in both the County  
and Region. 

A unique combination of heritage features 
still remain from the area’s Saxon, medieval, 
post-medieval, Victorian and 19th century 
past. In cultural terms this heritage and the 
buildings associated with it are the venues 
and backdrops to cultural events such as 
International Music Festival, Food Festival, 
Heritage Open Days and Northumbrian 
Gathering. The town is also fortunate in 
having the Playhouse, Bailiffgate Museum, 
a dedicated Town Crier and historic leisure 
transport (open-topped vintage tour buses and 
heritage railway).  

Objectives to be achieved:
q   To maximise the potential of heritage in 

Alnwick and Denwick to contribute to place 
shaping and support the visitor economy 
whilst encouraging local people to have a 
sense of pride, involvement and ownership.

q   To improve how the historic town and 
village are set in the local landscape, 
refining their historic and urban design 
qualities and making them more people 

aside more land for nature conservation. This 
need not be expensive as wildlife can prosper  
on marginal land with no development value 
and can often be secured through agreement  
with landowners.

buyers. Affordable housing is usually secured 
through a subsidy to enable the price or rent 
of the house to be substantially lower than the 
prevailing market  price or rent locally.  
To achieve this we are proposing that all sites 
over 10 dwellings should provide at least 35% 
of the dwellings as affordable. However, as 
a lot of housing sites are less than 10 units 
we are also proposing that all sites below 10 
dwellings pay a financial contribution which 
will be applied by the County Council to the 
provision of affordable housing in Alnwick.

Delivering quality in housing 
Quality of design in new housing has not 
been particularly successful in recent years 
especially in the larger estates built on 
the edge of the town. We have been more 
successful with smaller brownfield sites within 
the town. Housing in the plan period is likely  
to involve more housing on the edge of the 
town and we need to ensure this is designed 
and landscaped to a high standard to integrate 
it into the town and establish a ‘sense of place’. 
We are proposing that the plan introduces  
a strong policy requiring design principles 
to be met and for housing to be built to 
recognised design standards.

Making more effective use of existing 
housing stock
Alnwick has a particular issue with quite  
a high number of vacant dwellings and under 
occupation of dwellings. If we can make 
more effective use of the housing we have it 
means we will need less new housing in the 
area. Ensuring a good range of housing will 
help ensure for example that people under 
occupying homes may ‘downsize’ to homes 
of a more appropriate size. We are also 
proposing however that the plan encourages 
the acquisition and 
refurbishment of vacant 
dwellings and residential 
space for example above 
shops in the town centre 
& makes this available for 
sale or rent.

Shopping & Town Centre
Context
Despite a challenging 
external environment:

q  retailing in Alnwick is 
relatively vibrant and 
with a lower proportion 
of vacant shops than many other centres.

q  the retail mix in the Town Centre is fair with 
a good proportion of independent retailers.

q  Alnwick shops are estimated to benefit 
from just over 50% of the retail spend 
of local residents and those in the 
surrounding district.

Objectives
The following are proposed as the Town Centre 
& Retail objectives:

q  to maintain the distinctive character of  
the Town Centre with a good/improving 
retail mix and a high proportion of 
independent retailers.

q  to sustain an enabling environment for 
retail which supports the promotion of the 
town as a leisure and tourist destination, 
preserves and enhances the heritage values 
of the town and makes best use of its 
historic assets including the Market Place.

q   to sustain and increase Alnwick’s share 
of the retail spend of local residents 
and those living and doing business in 
the district (currently measured at 51%) 
both by tackling empty shops within the 
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protection, care or replacement, adding more 
street trees as enhancement. 

Vital historic spaces: Prepare schemes to 
increase the use and decoration of quality urban 
spaces, particularly Alnwick Market Place. 

Legibility and understanding of the 
townscape of town and village: Improve the 
signage to better reflect the needs of users 
and prepare a comprehensive interpretation 
strategy to assist the better presentation and 
branding of the area.

Enhancement of historic town, village and 
landscape: Encourage better maintenance 
of private properties through information and 
grant aid; prepare plans for a comprehensive 
upgrading of important parts of the 
conservation area.

A comprehensive vision for a coherent, 
legible and sustainable townscape:  
To encourage an overall approach to be taken 
to the protection and enhancement of the 
historic centre, explore making Alnwick town 
centre an official ‘Historic Core Zone’.

CULTURE
Culture issues and options are:
Specialised cultural buildings
Need to maintain steady and continuous 
funding: Seek comprehensive support for 
more sponsorship, improved fund-raising 
skills as well as revenue earning capacity.

Better accessibility to the attractions:  
Seek to improve transport links to venues  
and to improve the quality of local broadband 
to increase ‘intellectual’ access.

Poor condition and limited facilities: 
Encourage the improvement and repair  
of our major bookable buildings, several of 
which are in poor condition and have facilities 
below standard.

Cultural spaces and major cultural 
events
Managing demand for more events using our 
limited cultural space: Encourage increased 
use of urban spaces and surrounding buildings 

8

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

for more festivals and increased use at 
weekends, in winter and in the evenings.

Other general cultural issues
Need to promote the cultural offer of the town 
and village in its entirety: Promote the 
improvement of signage from the A1 and 
branding and encourage more co-operation 
between attractions.

Development of creative industries in Alnwick 
and Denwick: Assess the nature and quantity 
of the area’s creative industries and explore 
means of developing them.

Our ‘Way of Life’ could be better explained 
and promoted: Seek to better define the 
distinctiveness of our history and ‘way of life’ 
with a view to its better development and 
promotion.

Shortage of cultural facilities: Identify any 
cultural needs not yet served by present 
facilities and identify what future provision 
should be made to accommodate them.

Finally, heritage and cultural issues and 
options will be developed into recommended 
Proposals and Policies, as well as potential 
land allocations, to be incorporated into the 
plan to enhance the daily environment and the 
cultural lives of the communities of Alnwick 
and Denwick.

Housing

Alnwick is a popular and attractive 
place to live and retire to, accessible to 
Tyneside and with an enviable natural 
and built heritage which means there is a 
healthy demand for housing from outside 
the area as well as demand from an 
anticipated growth in the number  
of households locally.

This demand for housing historically has not 
been fully met by supply of new homes. This 
has led to an affordability problem in the plan 
area certainly since the early 2000’s.

The Neighbourhood Plan will play a key role 

in ensuring that sufficient housing land is 
delivered to meet housing requirements 
identified in the Northumberland Core 
Strategy in the period up to 2025, and local 
housing needs identified by housing needs 
surveys. It will seek to guide new housing 
development to sustainable locations in 
Alnwick. It will also seek to target the use of 
previously developed land where available 
and at densities that make the most efficient 
use of land whilst respecting the character 
and scale of the surroundings. A broad mix of 
housing types suitable for different households 
will contribute to the creation of a mixed and 
sustainable community. 

The objectives for housing in the plan 
are:
q  To provide sufficient land to meet Alnwick 

and Denwick’s housing requirements to 
2025 particularly the need for affordable 
housing.

q  To provide a choice of sizes, types and 
tenure of quality housing particularly 
creating opportunities for young people  
and the elderly. 

What level of housing growth should we 
be catering for?
It is difficult in the absence of a specific 
housing needs assessment for Alnwick to 
accurately predict the housing requirement for 
Alnwick and Denwick. However, in addition to 
meeting local housing needs we also need to 
provide for open market demand. Failure to do 
that will put more pressure on existing housing 
from retirees and other in-migrants making  
it less accessible to the local population.  
We need to agree a level of supply that will 
meet local needs and is sustainable in terms  
of Alnwick’s social, economic and 
environmental context.

The County Core Strategy has looked at  
3 options – maintaining existing housing levels; 
lower housing levels and a targeted increase. 
As evidence suggests that needs were not 
wholly met in the past, only a targeted increase 

is feasible. Working at the 
upper end of the Core Strategy 
range would require around 
50 dwellings a year over the 
plan period – a total of 700-750 
dwellings.

The distribution and 
location of housing
Alnwick is a sustainable location for housing 
as identified in the County Core Strategy. In the 
past previously developed land has contributed 
significantly to supply of land. However, this 
will reduce in the plan period although school 
sites when vacated will assist. Therefore more 
greenfield sites will be required. Constraints 
in terms of historic landscapes to the north 
of Alnwick mean that most of the development 
possibilities are to the south and east of the town.

Sites with planning permission and identified 
in the Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment will provide approximately 2/3rds 
of the required houses. Options of land at 
Greensfield – (south of the town) and east of 
Allerburn Lea north of Alnmouth Road are the 
most feasible for development.

Ensuring choice of housing
As well as ensuring the quantity is right we 
have to ensure that the plan delivers choice in 
the size, type and tenure of housing. If the plan 
simply leaves delivery to the market to decide, 
the type of housing will be dictated by what 
sells most easily. It is suggested that the plan 
includes an enabling policy that encourages  
a range of provision.

Delivering affordability
The ratio of house prices to income remains 
at in excess of 8:1 and for the majority of the 
population housing is simply not affordable 
to buy. If not responded to the affordability 
problem could result in difficulties in retaining 
younger economically active population and 
ultimately in recruiting staff. The Plan will 
have to increase the amount of affordable 
housing and seek to deliver smaller housing 
units appealing to the younger and first time 

9

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



It is a new type of plan prepared under the 
Localism Act where the local community is 
in ‘the driving seat’. Alnwick Town Council, 
in consultation with Denwick Parish Council, 
is preparing the plan but an essential part of 
the process is that you, as local residents and 
people who use the town, are fully engaged.

Last December we published a questionnaire, 
asking your views on the main issues 
facing the area.  Since then we have been 
investigating the issues you helped identify, 
developing aims for the plan and looking at 
options across a range of topic areas.

The following are the aims we think the plan 
must achieve:

1 Economy and Employment 
To support, strengthen and diversify Alnwick 
as the principal employment and service 
centre for the wider area.

2 Retail and Tourism
To maintain and develop a comprehensive mix 
of retail and tourism facilities which provide 
a  locally distinctive shopper and visitor 
experience, whilst meeting local needs.  

3  Community, Leisure  
and Education Facilities

To provide high quality, accessible and 
affordable community, leisure and education 
facilities to meet the needs of all parts of the 
local community.

4 Transport
To improve the facilities for the movement of 
people, goods and services within Alnwick 
and Denwick. To enhance the pedestrian 
experience and to improve the management 
of vehicle access throughout the plan area.  

5 Environment
To create a more sustainable neighbourhood 
that respects and enhances the special 
character of the area.

To increase the amount of public open space 
that is readily accessible to all.

6 Heritage and Culture
To protect and enhance the special 
architectural and historic character of 
Alnwick as a unique ducal township and 
promote its key role in supporting the local 
economy and in defining local identity.

To sustain and enrich the cultural life of 
Alnwick.

7 Housing
To provide a sufficient quantity and range of 
good quality housing, appropriate to meet 
local needs and the development of the town 
as a sustainable service centre.

8 Sport and Recreation
To improve the provision of good quality, 
accessible and affordable sports and 
recreation facilities.

The ADNP is very much your plan for your 
local neighbourhood area.  However, for 
the plan to have full weight, it is important 
that we work within broad national planning 
policies and Northumberland Core Strategy 
policies. We have therefore been working  
with the County Council exploring and testing 
our ideas with them.

Before we draft the plan itself it is important 
we get your views on the options we have 
identified - so this booklet gives you a flavour 
of where we are with each topic and asks a 
number of questions.  The answers will help 
us move the plan forward.  

If you feel the questions do not cover all the 
areas that you want to comment on, please 
use the spaces at the end of each section to 
tell us what you think.

This booklet is only a summary of all the 
work over the last year and we have focussed 
the questions on the key areas we need your 
views on. The detailed papers on each topic 
are all available on the website at:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

Your views on any aspect of those papers 
would be welcome and can be sent in  
by email, post or by using the website’s 
‘Contact Us’ page.

December 2012

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP)  
is your plan for your neighbourhood.
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Community Facilities 
Alnwick already has a diverse range of activities and 
support services which are provided by a large number of 
organisations in the Alnwick & Denwick areas.

The objective for the Neighbourhood Plan is that:
By 2025 the people of Alnwick and Denwick will have access 
to high quality community facilities that are fit for purpose and 
have the capacity required to maintain and improve a vibrant, 
inclusive and healthy society. 
The plan aims to achieve this by supporting the development of 
community activity, ensuring community buildings meet future 
demands by looking at better use of redundant / underused 
buildings to provide some of these facilities and improved 
communication between individuals, businesses and groups.
In order to be successful the plan needs to support the people of 
Alnwick and Denwick by keeping them informed and encouraging 
them to get involved in decision making.

Information, advice & support
Issue: Services are based in a number of different locations within 
Alnwick. There is potential to benefit from joined up working 
and easier access to sites by integrating services. Some of the 
buildings used to house these services are below the standard 
that would be expected for a public building.
Option: The plan needs to ensure we provide the services that 
people need, in accessible locations and in fit-for-purpose 
buildings. 

Community buildings
Issue: The quality of some community buildings is poor in terms 
of physical accessibility, energy efficiency, comfort and general 
repair and maintenance.
Option: The plan should support the improvement of community 
buildings and ensure capacity will meet future demand. There is 
also potential to use redundant buildings to provide facilities.

Services for young people
Issue: A lack of facilities for young people in Alnwick leading to 
problems at hotspots such as the bus station. Alnwick offers 
a range of targeted youth provision, including, advice and 
information, drop in sessions, supported housing and floating 
support, development work and group work.
Option: We need to continue and improve the provision of youth 
work and provision of facilities for young people. 
Option: The Plan should identify a location for the provision of 
facilities for young people to get together without causing concern 
for residents and visitors. Facilities could include seating, shelter, 
lighting and open wifi access.

Services for older people 
Issue: A diverse range of activities and support services to the 
elderly are provided by a large number of organisations in the 
Alnwick & Denwick areas. 
Option: The plan needs to support the continued provision of 
facilities for older people.

Public toilets
Issue: Public toilets have been highlighted as being of very poor 
quality. The lack of public toilets near to the bus station is an issue 
for people arriving / departing Alnwick by bus.
Option: The plan should propose improved provision and quality of 
toilet facilities for public use. 

Community communication & awareness
Issue: Issues were raised at the community consultation events 
that it was not easy to find out what is going on in Alnwick and 
surrounding areas.
Option: We need to improve communication to ensure individuals, 
businesses and groups have a better understanding of what is 
happening in the area for example by setting up a community 
information website.

Economy & Employment
Planning for sustainable growth in Alnwick as a main 
service centre is critical to wider issues such as retaining 
an active working population and young people and 
attracting new investment.

The plan will need to provide for a wider 
range of economic activity than the 
traditional sectors of the past, and will 
need to be responsive to change. Tourism, 
retailing and the service sector will 
continue to be an important component of 
the town’s economy.

Objectives for the plan
q  to act as a main service centre to support the wider rural 

hinterland and economy
q  to offer a range of employment opportunities to assist in 

retaining a young and vibrant population and to create wealth 
within the town

q  to meet the needs of new investment and new and existing 
businesses within the town

q  to assist and enable a flexible approach to growth and 
diversification of the local economy

q  to meet the above objectives in a sustainable and 
environmentally sensitive way

q  to provide an integrated approach to economic development 
with other key topic areas of housing, retailing, infrastructure 
and education.

The level of economic growth
Potentially the town could plan to encourage a higher level 
of growth with the objective of attracting new investment and 
employment. That would create greater opportunity to attract 
and retain young people and to retain a higher proportion of 
economically active people.
The key options are whether the town should plan to constrain 
the level of economic growth, retain growth at historic levels or 
actively promote growth at a higher but sustainable level. The 
direction of economic policy at a National and County level is to 
promote growth, and this view is also reflected in the initial public 
consultation responses to the Alnwick & Denwick Plan.
The extent and choice of land to be allocated for economic 
development use for Alnwick is therefore likely to be within the 
range of an additional 10 to 15 hectares in the period to 2025.

The location of development
Land is required in locations which are both relatively easy and 
cost effective to develop and attractive to employers. This, along 
with the sensitivity of the landscape, limits the choice of locations 
for new employment areas in Alnwick, to the south side of the town.
The principal opportunities for development are either land east 
of the A1 near to existing employment sites or south of the town at 
Greensfield or both.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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However, it is equally important that tourism is not promoted to an 
extent that has negative effects due to over-reliance on one sector 
for economic growth, or that it drives out other sectors which 
contribute to the vitality of Alnwick as a market town and service 
sector.  

The economic impact of tourism applies not only to businesses 
directly serving visitors, but also to the local supply chain and 
secondary economic impacts for example helping to support a 
wider range of shops, cafes, theatre, social facilities and services 
than might otherwise be sustainable for a town of this size. 
The plan should support Alnwick’s role as a viable and competitive 
tourism destination.

Tackling seasonality
Expanding capacity without addressing the seasonality issue will 
not help overall sustainability of the tourism sector: put simply, 
the short season makes it harder to achieve break-even and the 
generation of sufficient revenue to re-invest in improvements to 
facilities, quality of service etc.
Initiatives to extend the length of the tourism season should 
be promoted in the plan where it can be achieved with no 
environmental or land use impact upon the town.

Locations for tourism development
Tourism development, both attractions and accommodation, 
should be encouraged to be located within or adjacent to Alnwick, 
as one of the county’s recognised service centres, where it can 
complement other tourist businesses and services and enhance 
Alnwick’s overall visitor appeal.
Future tourism developments should be assessed in terms of:
q   Quality of design and fitness for purpose
q   Contribution to the overall attractiveness of Alnwick as a 

tourism destination
q   Ease of access to other visitor facilities and services  

in the town
q   Contribution to extending the season 
q   Protecting the town’s most sensitive environments

Access for all
Catering for the needs of visitors with mobility restrictions applies 
to a wide cross-section of society.
Addressing accessibility will shape Alnwick’s long-term reputation 
and economic benefits derived from tourism. It will also play a big 
part in making the town more attractive to live and work in. 
The plan should promote access improvements in order to be 
a welcoming and delightful place for all, including visitors with 
restricted mobility.

Signposting and interpretation
Visitors and local people need to be able to navigate their way 
around the town, find places of interest, car parks and other 
facilities. Linked to this is a desire to strengthen local links 
between retail and leisure facilities and to ensure that the Castle/
Gardens connects strongly with the core of the town. 
Interpretation of the historical and architectural features of the 
town is also desirable in helping to orientate visitors and enhance 
their enjoyment. Achieving this would also benefit local people and 
make moving around the town a more pleasurable experience.

Coach tours
At present Alnwick does not appear to be making the most of 
opportunities presented by the coach tour market mainly because 
of the poor coach parking facilities within the town centre.

Coach parking, drop-off and pick-up provision should be improved 
to ensure that Alnwick is made attractive for short stay town 
centre related coach operators and their passengers.
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Tourism
Tourism has been important to Alnwick for 
a very long time. Alnwick Castle has been a 
high profile visitor attraction, and in recent 
years has expanded its opening hours, 
activities and visitor facilities. The success of 
The Alnwick Garden has increased the visitor 
numbers to Alnwick, putting the town on the 
map nationally as a tourism destination and 
stimulating the local economy. 

Market context
The growth of tourism in and around Alnwick reflects demand 
from holidaymakers, packaged travel provided by coach and tour 
operators, business travel and visiting friends and relatives. 
Tourism marketing bodies plan promotions in terms of target 
market segments and the main targets identified appear 
to require an emphasis on quality of product and service, 
environment and access to heritage and countryside. 
Alnwick appears to have many of the relevant attractions, 
amenities and visitor-related services needed to function as an 
attractive and sustainable visitor destination, but has under-
utilised off-peak capacity, and needs to address quality and 
accessibility if it is to realise its full potential.

Proposed tourism objectives:
q   To establish Alnwick as a high quality and accessible year-

round tourism destination

q   To improve the range and quality of accommodation and other 
visitor-related services

q   To encourage investment that will enhance the appeal of visitor 
attractions and activities 

q   To encourage visitors to spend more time in Alnwick Town 
Centre

q   To encourage more visitors to walk, cycle and use public 
transport

Tourism in the economy
The thrust of national and county policy is to encourage tourism.  
The issue is particularly relevant for Alnwick as a key tourist 
destination in North Northumberland and it is likely that demands 
for tourism will continue to grow within the town.  

Alnwick and Denwick are well below the national and proposed 
county standards for community open space, in particular parks 
and gardens, natural & semi-natural green space and amenity 
green space. As an example, the proposed county standard for 
parks and gardens is to have at least 2.14 hectares per 1,000 
population; in Alnwick and Denwick the figure is only 0.33 hectares 
per 1,000 population. On the edge of the town is Hulne Park which 
is open to the public for walking, on many days of the year  
without charge. 
Both Hulne Park and The Pastures make significant contributions 
to the recreation offer and green infrastructure in Alnwick & 
Denwick, but are not freely available all the time. The plan could 
look to create more publicly accessible green space in the area.
There are 11 allotment sites in the plan area, these are provided by 
the Town Council and Northumberland Estates. Whilst the overall 
space allocated for allotments is above the county average, there 
are waiting lists and current turnover of allotments is low. Some 
allotments are badly maintained and of poor quality. We want to 
hear your views about the future need for allotments.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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Sport & Recreation
Alnwick is the centre for a wide 
range of sporting and recreation 
facilities which serve the town 
and the wider area. Many of these 
sports have club facilities based 
to the south of the Alnwick. These 
include Alnwick Rugby Football Club, Alnwick Cricket Club, 
Alnwick Castle Golf Club and Alnwick Town Football Club. 

The major provider of indoor sports in the area is the Willowburn 
Sports and Leisure Centre, which was built in 2003 and is run by 
North Country Leisure. This is a quality venue with high levels of 
user satisfaction. 
Whilst there is a good range of outdoor sports on offer for 
residents and visitors, many of the town’s existing outdoor sports 
pitches or courts are of poor quality and some have inadequate 
changing facilities. Some of these issues could be addressed 
through the delivery of the Alnwick Sporting Club proposal at 
Greensfield which is proposed to include improved football pitches, 
tennis courts and an all-weather multi-sports synthetic pitch 
primarily for hockey but capable of being used for other sports. 
A number of the schools in the town have significant areas of 
playing fields which are used for school sport and recreation 
(Duchess’s Community High School, Dukes Middle School, 
Lindisfarne Middle School, St Paul’s School and to a lesser degree 
the first schools). Community use of school playing fields could 
also be a future consideration to improve sports provision (see the 
education section).
There are seven existing children’s play areas in the town, the 
most modern of which is at Swansfield Park. Some of the older 
play areas particularly to the south of Alnwick, consist of only one 
or two pieces of equipment and need to be replaced or upgraded.

Shopping & Town Centre
Context
Despite a challenging external 
environment:
q  retailing in Alnwick is relatively 

vibrant and with a lower 
proportion of vacant shops than 
many other centres

q  the retail mix in the Town Centre 
is fair with a good proportion of independent retailers

q  Alnwick shops are estimated to benefit from just over 50%  
of the retail spend of local residents and those in the 
surrounding district.

Objectives
The following are proposed as the Town Centre & Retail objectives:
q  to maintain the distinctive character of the Town Centre with a 

good/improving retail mix and a high proportion of independent 
retailers

q  to sustain an enabling environment for retail which supports 
the promotion of the town as a leisure and tourist destination, 
preserves and enhances the heritage values of the town and 
makes best use of its historic assets including the Market Place

q   to sustain and increase Alnwick’s share of the retail spend 
of local residents and those living and doing business in the 
district (currently measured at 51%) both by tackling empty 
shops within the Town Centre and by concentrating the 
development of ‘out of town centre’ retail in trade outlets

q  to pursue the above objectives in a way which supports the 
plan’s aims in respect of employment, housing, transport, 
tourism, heritage and community facilities.

Options
In summary, some of the key considerations involve:

q  a Retail Development Master Plan to control retail 
development within the Town Centre and the growth of 
out of the town centre outlets, and

q  a desired target within such a Plan for the ratio between 
retail shops and other commercial and leisure premises 
within the Town Centre

q  policies to support and nurture the town’s independent 
retailers

q  the need for more prestige high street chains in Alnwick
q  an integrated plan for the development of the Market 

Place, the Northumberland Hall, and the historic  
Town Centre

q  proposals for greater pedestrian priority in the Town 
Centre

q  proposals to address poor disabled access around the  
Town Centre

q  a plan to link Alnwick’s principal retail ‘hubs’ in the 
marketing and promotion of the town, or

q  focus marketing and promotion only on the Town Centre.

and ultimately in recruiting staff. The Plan will have to increase 
the amount of affordable housing and seek to deliver smaller 
housing units appealing to the younger and first time buyers. 
Affordable housing is usually secured through a subsidy to 
enable the price or rent of the house to be substantially lower 
than the prevailing market  price or rent locally. To achieve this 
we are proposing that all sites over 10 dwellings should provide 
at least 35% of the dwellings as affordable. However, as a lot 
of housing sites are less than 10 units we are also proposing 
that all sites below 10 dwellings pay a financial contribution 
which will be applied by the County Council to the provision of 
affordable housing in Alnwick.

Delivering quality in housing 
Quality of design in new housing has not been particularly 
successful in recent years especially in the larger estates built 
on the edge of the town. We have been more successful with 
smaller brownfield sites within the town. Housing in the plan 
period is likely to involve more housing on the edge of the town 
and we need to ensure this is designed and landscaped to a high 
standard to integrate it into the town and establish a ‘sense of 
place’. We are proposing that the plan introduces a strong policy 
requiring design principles to be met and for housing to be built 
to recognised design standards.

Making more effective use of existing housing stock
Alnwick has a particular issue with quite a high number of vacant 
dwellings and under occupation of dwellings. If we can make 
more effective use of the housing we have it means we will need 
less new housing in the area. Ensuring a good range of housing 
will help ensure for example that people under occupying homes 
may ‘downsize’ to homes of a more appropriate size. We are 
also proposing however that the plan encourages the acquisition 
and refurbishment of vacant dwellings and residential space for 
example above shops in the town centre & makes this available 
for sale or rent.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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All Alnwick schools, other than the recently refurbished St Paul’s, 
suffer from serious problems linked to dilapidation of buildings, 
which are not fit for purpose and/or are in unsuitable locations 
creating problems of traffic congestion etc. The Duchess’s 
Community High School, located on 2 separate sites, is to be 
replaced by a new school in recognition of its extreme unsuitability 
and dilapidation. It has embarked on a process of converting to 
academy status along with its federated schools.
It is intended that the new school will be sited on land at 
Greensfield, west of the Alnwick Cricket Club. Although funding 
appears to be sufficient for only a high school replacement, there 
have been calls for a single all age learning facility on this site, 
comprising at least the additional middle school components. 

This would have the advantage 
of concentrating education 
provision on the southern edge 
of town where traffic can be 
more easily accommodated but 
the down side of concentrating 
everything there is that for 
pupils on the north of the town 
it makes travelling to school 
by sustainable means difficult. 
The plan needs to come to a view on whether the new site should 
be an all age education campus or not.

The future of school sites
Northumberland County Council owns the main High School site 
and the Lindisfarne Middle School site. These two sites together 
with the land at the Dukes School, owned by Northumberland 
Estates and the Bailiffgate Annexe buildings, present significant 
opportunities for re-use and redevelopment to the benefit of  
the town.
The sites could be developed for a variety of uses. The housing 
section of the plan suggests some of the school sites being 
used for housing but other uses including community services, 
business, leisure developments etc are all possibilities. However 
the school sites are currently composed of buildings and a 
substantial element of greenspace. Given the lack of publically 
accessible greenspace in the town a substantial part of these sites 
should be retained as public open space. 

Dual use of facilities
Plans for providing a mixed use outdoor sports facility for Alnwick 
sporting clubs are being developed very close to the new school 
site. At the same time the existing schools currently provide 
venues for various community activities after school. 
The Greensfield sports complex will initially provide facilities 
for football, tennis and hockey. It makes sense to capitalise on 
this proximity by allowing school students to use the facilities 
rather than duplicating provision and thereby share the burden of 
maintenance between community and school. Similarly, internal 
space at the new school should be offered to the community 
outside of school hours. The Neighbourhood Plan needs to 
encourage this dual use.

Other educational facilities
Education needs of the community don’t start and end with 
education for the 5-18 age group. Nurseries and after-school 
care for younger children, youth clubs and facilities, special needs 
education facilities and adult education services are all present in 
the town. 
The future of all these education-related facilities are vital in 
supporting development in Alnwick and Denwick and facilitating 
life-long learning and the plan should have a role to play in 
promoting their retention.

Education
Access to first class educational  
facilities is the aspiration of every  
community and is essential to support  
future development in the town. 

Some of the issues facing education are beyond the scope of the 
plan. What is in scope are the implications of choices made on 
the key matters of educational change in the town, on the future 
use of vacated school sites and on the dual use of new school and 
sports facilities at Greensfield.

The education objective of the plan is: 
To ensure that development taking place in the town is supported 
by sufficient quantity of school places and a high quality of 
education provision.

Ensuring quality in education provision to support future 
development.
The quality of schools provision is a key consideration, not just for 
residents, but also for families considering a move and employers 
looking to establish or relocate a business. If Alnwick’s population 
is to grow then schools must have the capacity to accept increased 
numbers and meet rising parental expectations. 

Existing employment sites
The quality of existing employment sites varies and there is a need 
to encourage new investment to maintain their long term future, 
requiring greater flexibility and adaptability.
The options for the plan are either to restrict the use of 
employment sites strictly to office, industrial or storage use 
or allow a wider range of uses providing they lead to retention 
or creation of employment and reinvestment in the fabric and 
infrastructure of the area.

The town centre and the economy
Alnwick Town Centre provides the focus for services, shopping, 
eating-out and leisure employment. The centre’s mix of traditional 
and modern businesses is critical to maintaining distinctiveness 
and viability. However the capacity for the centre to provide for 
new employment opportunities is relatively limited.  Consideration 
could be given to encouraging a wider range of economic and 
employment uses in the centre rather than predominantly shops.  
This could have benefits such as stimulating a more vibrant 
evening economy or new services.
Given the town centre’s physical constraints to expansion, it is 
important to identify ways in which it will compete to attract new 
investment in the future.  

Tourism and the economy
It is likely that demands for tourism will continue to grow within 
the town which the plan could support. However it is equally 
important that tourism is not promoted to such an extent 
that we become over-reliant on this one sector for economic 
growth. A balance is needed which protects the most sensitive 
environments, but allows tourism developments within and 
adjacent to the town.

Employment of young people
Retaining and attracting young people requires action across 
a range of issues and providing training and appropriate 
employment opportunities is important.
The plan should support development that is beneficial to 
attracting and retaining young people, uses local labour and offers 
training and apprenticeship schemes.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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Environment
This section looks at improving the  
pleasure we take in our environment,  
reducing our environmental impact,  
increasing biodiversity and making us  
more resilient to increasing fuel prices and  
climate change. 

Dog-fouling, litter and recycling
Dog fouling and littering were the top reported environmental 
issues in the Alnwick and Denwick community consultation last 
year. Contact with dog waste can cause toxocariasis, resulting in 
blindness. Research by Keep Britain Tidy suggests that more bins 
in the right places help tackle littering and dog fouling.
We recycle 40% of waste in Northumberland, but this will not 
increase much further unless we make it easier to recycle 
materials like glass, cartons and textiles. There are sites at 
Lionheart Business Park, Greenwell Lane car park, and less 
well-used sites at Willowburn Sports Centre and the Co-op petrol 
station, but no supermarkets or other car parks provide recycling. 

Warm homes and renewable energy
Carbon emissions from our homes are 23% higher in 
Northumberland than elsewhere in  England and Wales. This is 
largely due to the number of older solid wall properties. A 2009 
study found that 18% of Alnwick households lived in fuel poverty, 
whilst in Denwick the figure may be around 45%. These numbers 
will have increased with rising energy prices, and can be expected 
to increase further. The plan could make homes more energy-
efficient through incentives, publicity, supporting schemes or 
through the planning system.
Currently about 1% of Alnwick and Denwick’s energy use comes 
from local renewable sources, such as solar panels, wood burners 
and heat pumps. Planning permission is often required to install 
solar panels in conservation areas. The plan could come up with 
measures to encourage householders and businesses to adopt 
renewable energy.

Trees and nature reserves
Alnwick and Denwick have many attractive and historic trees 
along routes into the town and in the town centre which should 
be protected and preserved.  Very few of our publicly accessible 
trees produce edible fruit. Predicted doubling of oil prices in 10 
years and lifestyle changes in the developing world will make 
expensive food even more costly. The North-East is a net importer 
of fresh fruit, so more fruit trees in publicly-accessible space will 
help protect communities from rising prices. Grants for trees are 
available from many organisations, and tree planting  has been 
carried out by volunteers from environmental groups, Alnwick 
Lions, Girl Guides and town councillors. 
We also have very few local nature reserves. There are small 
reserves at Craster, Whittingham and Littlehoughton, but the total 
area falls far short of the government agency Natural England’s 
standard, and there are no nature reserves at all in Alnwick or 
Denwick. To meet the standard, we need to set aside more land for 

nature conservation. This need not be 
expensive as wildlife can prosper on 
marginal land with no development 
value and can often be secured 

through agreement 
with landowners.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

Heritage & Culture
From any point of view,  
Alnwick with Denwick is  
undoubtedly a heritage  
focal point. In fact, heritage is a  
major part of the area’s unique selling point. As the only 
Ducal town in the region and traditionally the County 
town of Northumberland, the area is of huge heritage 
importance in both the County and Region. 

A unique combination of heritage features still remain from the 
area’s Saxon, medieval, post-medieval, Victorian and 19th century 
past. In cultural terms this heritage and the buildings associated 
with it are the venues and backdrops to cultural events such as 
International Music Festival, Food Festival, Heritage Open Days 
and Northumbrian Gathering. The town is also fortunate in having 
the Playhouse, Bailiffgate Museum, a dedicated Town Crier and 
historic leisure transport (open-topped vintage tour buses and 
heritage railway).  

Objectives to be achieved:
q   To maximise the potential of heritage in Alnwick and Denwick 

to contribute to place shaping and support the visitor economy 
whilst encouraging local people to have a sense of pride, 
involvement and ownership.

q   To improve how the historic town and village are set in the 
local landscape, refining their historic and urban design 
qualities and making them more people friendly, whilst at the 
same time, supporting and sustaining their vital service and 
tourist economies.  

q   To ensure that the area’s historic and architectural design 
quality is celebrated through stories, descriptions and features 
in guides, visitor publications, newspapers and the electronic 
media to proactively raise the unique heritage profile of 
Alnwick and Denwick

HERITAGE
Heritage issues and options are:
The town and village in the landscape: Prepare a comprehensive 
visual appraisal of the quality of the historic landscape setting to 
guide future development. 
Main roads as recognisable gateways into Alnwick and Denwick: 
Explore ways of improving the ‘gateway’ qualities of main roads 
into the town and village 
Boundary of conservation areas: Review the boundary of 
Alnwick’s conservation area and investigate a new conservation 
area at Denwick.
Threatened historic assets: Prepare plans to rescue threatened 
historic buildings and survey the area for other buildings that 
warrant protection.
New build in the historic town and village: Prepare policies 
and design guides to help  new development fit into the historic 
environment. 
Erosion of townscape character by incremental changes to 
building fabric: Consider additional planning controls to protect 
important detailed features in the conservation area. 
Townscape character threatened by street clutter and poor 
floorscape treatment: Prepare schemes to remove clutter and to 
upgrade the design and condition of road and pavement surfaces.  
Threatened trees inside and outside the conservation area: 
Assess the condition of important trees in the area and plan 
further protection, care or replacement, adding more street trees 
as enhancement. 
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Vital historic spaces: Prepare schemes to increase the use and 
decoration of quality urban spaces, particularly Alnwick Market Place. 
Legibility and understanding of the townscape of town and 
village: Improve the signage to better reflect the needs of users 
and prepare a comprehensive interpretation strategy to assist the 
better presentation and branding of the area.
Enhancement of historic town, village and landscape: Encourage 
better maintenance of private properties through information 
and grant aid; prepare plans for a comprehensive upgrading of 
important parts of the conservation area.
A comprehensive vision for a coherent, legible and sustainable 
townscape: To encourage an overall approach to be taken to the 
protection and enhancement of the historic centre, explore making 
Alnwick town centre an official ‘Historic Core Zone’.

CULTURE
Culture issues and options are:
Specialised cultural buildings
Need to maintain steady and continuous funding: Seek 
comprehensive support for more sponsorship, improved fund-
raising skills as well as revenue earning capacity.
Better accessibility to the attractions: Seek to improve transport 
links to venues and to improve the quality of local broadband to 
increase ‘intellectual’ access.
Poor condition and limited facilities: Encourage the improvement 
and repair of our major bookable buildings, several of which are in 
poor condition and have facilities below standard.

Cultural spaces and major cultural events
Managing Demand for more events using our limited cultural 
space: Encourage increased use of urban spaces and surrounding 
buildings for more festivals and increased use at weekends, in 
winter and in the evenings.

Other general cultural issues
Need to promote the cultural offer of the town and village in its 
entirety: Promote the improvement of signage from the A1 and 
branding and encourage more co-operation between attractions.
Development of creative industries in Alnwick and Denwick: 
Assess the nature and quantity of the area’s creative industries 
and explore means of developing them.
Our ‘Way of Life’ could be better explained and promoted: Seek 
to better define the distinctiveness of our history and ‘way of life’ 
with a view to its better development and promotion.
Shortage of cultural facilities: Identify any cultural needs not 
yet served by present facilities and identify what future provision 
should be made to accommodate them.

Finally, heritage and cultural issues and options will be developed 
into recommended Proposals and Policies, as well as potential 
land allocations, to be incorporated into the plan to enhance the 
daily environment and the cultural lives of the communities of 
Alnwick and Denwick.
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Housing
Alnwick is a popular and attractive place to live and retire 
to, accessible to Tyneside and with an enviable natural and 
built heritage which means there is a healthy demand for 
housing from outside the area as well as demand from an 
anticipated growth in the number of households locally.

This demand for housing historically has not been fully met by 
supply of new homes. This has led to an affordability problem in 
the plan area certainly since the early 2000’s.

The Neighbourhood Plan will play a key role in 
ensuring that sufficient housing land is delivered 
to meet housing requirements identified in the 
Northumberland Core Strategy in the period up to 
2025, and local housing needs identified by housing 
needs surveys. It will seek to guide new housing 
development to sustainable locations in Alnwick.  
It will also seek to target the use of previously 
developed land where available and at densities that make the 
most efficient use of land whilst respecting the character and 
scale of the surroundings. A broad mix of housing types suitable 
for different households will contribute to the creation of a mixed 
and sustainable community. 

The objectives for housing in the plan are:
q  To provide sufficient land to meet Alnwick and Denwick’s 

housing requirements to 2025 particularly the need for 
affordable housing

q  To provide a choice of sizes, types and tenure of quality 
housing particularly creating opportunities for young people 
and the elderly. 

What level of housing growth should we be catering for?
It is difficult in the absence of a specific housing needs 
assessment for Alnwick to accurately predict the housing 
requirement for Alnwick and Denwick. However, in addition to 
meeting local housing needs we also need to provide for open 
market demand. Failure to do that will put more pressure on 
existing housing from retirees and other in-migrants making it 
less accessible to the local population. We need to agree a level 
of supply that will meet local needs and is sustainable in terms of 
Alnwick’s social, economic and environmental context.
The County Core Strategy has looked at 3 options – maintaining 
existing housing levels; lower housing levels and a targeted 
increase. As evidence suggests that needs were not wholly met in 
the past, only a targeted increase is feasible. Working at the upper 
end of the Core Strategy range would require around 50 dwellings 
a year over the plan period – a total of 700-750 dwellings.

The distribution and location of housing
Alnwick is a sustainable location for housing as identified in the 
County Core Strategy. In the past previously developed land has 
contributed significantly to supply of land. However, this will 
reduce in the plan period although school sites when vacated 
will assist. Therefore more greenfield sites will be required. 
Constraints in terms of historic landscapes to the north of Alnwick 
mean that most of the development possibilities are to the south 
and east of the town.
Sites with planning permission and identified in the Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment will provide approximately 
2/3rds of the required houses. Options of land at Greensfield – 
(south of the town) and east of Allerburn Lea north of Alnmouth 
Road are the most feasible for development.

Ensuring choice of housing
As well as ensuring the quantity is right we have to ensure that  
the plan delivers choice in the size, type and tenure of housing.  
If the plan simply leaves delivery to the market to decide, the 
type of housing will be dictated by what sells most easily. It 
is suggested that the plan includes an enabling policy that 
encourages a range of provision.

Delivering affordability
The ratio of house prices to income remains at in excess of 8:1 and 
for the majority of the population housing is simply not affordable 
to buy. If not responded to the affordability problem could result 
in difficulties in retaining younger economically active population 

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



q  Issue: Enhancing the environment to improve the quality 
of life for all. 
Option principle: Promote transport provision that 
generally enhances the health, wellbeing and quality of 
life for all. 
Option example: Design changes in transport provision so 
that they contribute to an improvement of the streetscape 
that reconciles the need for up-to-date facilities with a 
well conserved town environment.

q  Issue: Keeping transport infrastructure in a safe and 
attractive condition. 
Option principle: Prepare and implement a five-year 
strategic plan for the repair of footpaths and pedestrian 
areas, road crossings and markings, eliminating the many 
safety hazards that currently exist for pedestrians.

q  Issue: Managing traffic for the benefit of all, with priority 
for pedestrians. 
Option principle: Review the traffic systems and signing 
that bring people into the town; devise unobtrusive 
systems that give real meaning to the ‘shared space’ 
concept throughout the town and its approaches.  
Option example: Restrict vehicle speeds to a maximum of 
20mph in the residential areas of Alnwick town.

q  Issue: Providing parking and managing and preventing 
the abuse of parking facilities. 
Option principle: Encourage considerate parking to 
protect green verges, keep access to premises clear and 
drop kerbs free. Enforce regulations and eliminate abuse 
throughout the plan area. 
Option example: Investigate the commercial provision of 
an aesthetically acceptable decked or multi-storey car park.

q  Issue: Using the planning process to help improve 
transport and travel now and in future. 
Option principle: Establish a hierarchy of travel options 
from walking (most in need of encouragement and 
improved facilities) through cycling, public transport and 
freight to private car travel that would help deliver more 
sustainable transport across the plan area.

Clearly, a key constraint that will determine the practicality and 
implementation of the options eventually agreed for inclusion 
in the plan will be the availability of funding. However, some of 
the options identified do not require new funding but do require 
a more determined application and enforcement of existing 
regulations. For example, the lack of enforcement of existing 
parking regulations in the plan area has contributed not only 
to traffic congestion but also to unnecessary safety hazards for 
pedestrians and access problems for those with impaired mobility.

The evidence available on traffic in Alnwick is now outdated and 
is based on national growth forecasts that have not materialised.  
The Department for Transport statistics show that national traffic 
levels have remained essentially the same over the last decade 
but the situation locally might usefully be explored. Similarly, the 
widely differing views on the adequacy of parking provision should 
be investigated further.

The interaction of transport and travel with other aspects of life  
in the plan area is certain to require compromises to be reached  
if transport is to fulfil its role of supporting the local community 
and economy without damaging the environment.

Transport
In working towards the  
development of the Neighbourhood  
Plan, it is essential that we have clear  
objectives to deliver the overall plan aim for transport. 

These are:
q  To improve access to homes, work and facilities for people  

and goods
q  To enhance the viability and vitality of Alnwick town centre  

for residents and visitors
q  To link residential, commercial, recreational and functional 

parts of the plan area
q  To improve conditions for walking, cycling, wheelchair and 

buggy users
q  To improve the provision of public transport
q  To increase pedestrian priority and reduce car dependence
q  To contribute to the development of a sustainable future

The transport issues of concern and options for their  
resolution are: 

q  Issue: Providing safe and attractive opportunities for all to 
walk within the limit of their ability.   
Option principle: Develop a comprehensive network 
of attractive, well-maintained footpaths to link the 
residential, educational, commercial and industrial areas 
of Alnwick town and its central area. 
Option example: Develop a sensitive pedestrian priority 
scheme within the town centre.

q  Issue: Providing for and promoting cycling as a useful and 
practical way of getting about the plan area. 
Option Principle: Develop a well maintained, safe and 
signed cycle route network, mainly on existing streets, 
within Alnwick town and linking to surrounding villages.

q  Issue: Improving the provision for public buses, community 
transport, private hire coaches and similar vehicles. 
Option principle: Develop the Alnwick Bus Station as a 
modern, high quality transport hub serving the plan area. 
Option example: Improve private hire bus and coach 
access and drop off/pick up and layover/parking provision.

q  Issue: Supporting access, delivery and distribution of 
goods and services. 
Option principle: Progressively improve traffic 
management schemes for necessary delivery and 
maintenance vehicles in a way that does not result in 
pavements being obstructed or damaged.

q  Issue: Improving the functionality, viability and vitality of 
the Market Place. 
Option principle: Recognise that market activity and 
community benefit require vehicles to be excluded from 
the Market Place other than at prescribed times and for 
prescribed purposes.

q  Issue: Seeking to improve sustainable links to the world 
around Alnwick and Denwick. 
Option principle: Develop better links with Alnmouth 
Station to improve longer distance travel options for 
business and leisure journeys.
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It is a new type of plan prepared under the 
Localism Act where the local community is 
in ‘the driving seat’. Alnwick Town Council, 
in consultation with Denwick Parish Council, 
is preparing the plan but an essential part of 
the process is that you, as local residents and 
people who use the town, are fully engaged.
Last December we published a questionnaire, 
asking your views on the main issues 
facing the area.  Since then we have been 
investigating the issues you helped identify, 
developing aims for the plan and looking at 
options across a range of topic areas.

The following are the aims we think the plan 
must achieve:

1 Economy and Employment 
To support, strengthen and diversify Alnwick 
as the principal employment and service 
centre for the wider area.

2 Retail and Tourism
To maintain and develop a comprehensive mix 
of retail and tourism facilities which provide 
a  locally distinctive shopper and visitor 
experience, whilst meeting local needs.  

3  Community, Leisure  
and Education Facilities

To provide high quality, accessible and 
affordable community, leisure and education 
facilities to meet the needs of all parts of the 
local community.

4 Transport
To improve the facilities for the movement of 
people, goods and services within Alnwick 
and Denwick. To enhance the pedestrian 
experience and to improve the management of 
vehicle access throughout the plan area.  

5 Environment
To create a more sustainable neighbourhood 
that respects and enhances the special 
character of the area.
To increase the amount of public open space 
that is readily accessible to all.

6 Heritage and Culture
To protect and enhance the special 
architectural and historic character of Alnwick 
as a unique ducal township and promote its 
key role in supporting the local economy and 
in defining local identity.
To sustain and enrich the cultural life of 
Alnwick.

7 Housing
To provide a sufficient quantity and range of 
good quality housing, appropriate to meet 
local needs and the development of the town 
as a sustainable service centre.

8 Sport and Recreation
To improve the provision of good quality, 
accessible and affordable sports and 
recreation facilities.

The ADNP is very much your plan for your 
local neighbourhood area.  However, for the 
plan to have full weight, it is important that we 
work within broad national planning policies 
and Northumberland Core Strategy policies. 
We have therefore been working  with the 
County Council exploring and testing our ideas 
with them.

Before we draft the plan itself it is important 
we get your views on the options we have 
identified - so this booklet gives you a flavour 
of where we are with each topic and asks a 
number of questions.  The answers will help 
us move the plan forward.  

If you feel the questions do not cover all the 
areas that you want to comment on, please 
use the space at the end of the questionnaire 
to tell us what you think.

This booklet is only a summary of all the work 
over the last year and we have focussed the 
questions on the key areas we need your views 
on. The detailed papers on each topic are all 
available on the website at:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

Your views on any aspect of those papers 
would be welcome and can be sent in  
by email, post or by using the website’s 
‘Contact Us’ page.

December 2012

The Alnwick and Denwick Neighbourhood Plan (ADNP)  
is your plan for your neighbourhood.



Community Facilities
Alnwick already has a diverse range of activities and support services which are 

provided by a large number of organisations in the Alnwick & Denwick areas.

The objective for the Neighbourhood Plan is that:

By 2025 the people of Alnwick and Denwick will have access 
to high quality community facilities that are fit for purpose 
and have the capacity required to maintain and improve a 
vibrant, inclusive and healthy society. 

The plan aims to achieve this by supporting the development of 
community activity, ensuring community buildings meet future 
demands by looking at better use of redundant/ underused 
buildings to provide some of these facilities and improved 
communication between individuals, businesses and groups.

In order to be successful the plan needs to support the people 
of Alnwick and Denwick by keeping them informed and 
encouraging them to get involved in decision making.

Information, advice & support
Issue:   Services are based in a number of different locations 

within Alnwick. There is potential to benefit from 
joined up working and easier access to sites by 
integrating services. Some of the buildings used to 
house these services are below the standard that 
would be expected for a public building.

Option:  The plan needs to ensure we provide the services that 
people need, in accessible locations and in fit-for-
purpose buildings. 

Community buildings
Issue:   The quality of some community buildings is poor in 

terms of physical accessibility, energy efficiency, 
comfort and general repair and maintenance.

Option:  The plan should support the improvement of 
community buildings and ensure capacity will 
meet future demand. There is also potential to use 
redundant buildings to provide facilities.

Services for young people
Issue:   A lack of facilities for young people in Alnwick leading 

to problems at hotspots such as the bus station.  

Alnwick offers a range of targeted youth provision, 
including, advice and information, drop in sessions, 
supported housing and floating support, development 
work and group work.

Option:  We need to continue and improve the provision of youth 
work and provision of facilities for young people. 

Option:  The Plan should identify a location for the provision 
of facilities for young people to get together without 
causing concern for residents and visitors. Facilities 
could include seating, shelter, lighting and open wifi 
access.

Services for older people 
Issue:   A diverse range of activities and support services 

to the elderly are provided by a large number of 
organisations in the Alnwick & Denwick areas. 

Option:  The plan needs to support the continued provision  
of facilities for older people.

Public toilets
Issue:   Public toilets have been highlighted as being of very 

poor quality. The lack of public toilets near to the 
bus station is an issue for people arriving / departing 
Alnwick by bus.

Option:  The plan should propose improved provision and 
quality of toilet facilities for public use. 

Community communication & 
awareness
Issue:   Issues were raised at the community consultation 

events that it was not easy to find out what is going  
on in Alnwick and surrounding areas.

Option:  We need to improve communication to ensure 
individuals, businesses and groups have a better 
understanding of what is happening in the area for 
example by setting up a community information website.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



Economy & Employment
Planning for sustainable growth in Alnwick as a main service centre  
is critical to wider issues such as retaining an active working population  
and young people and attracting new investment.

The plan will need to provide for a wider range of economic 
activity than the traditional sectors of the past, and will need 
to be responsive to change. Tourism, retailing and the service 
sector will continue to be an important component of the 
town’s economy.

Objectives for the plan
q	 	to act as a main service centre to support the wider 

rural hinterland and economy

q  to offer a range of employment opportunities to assist 
in retaining a young and vibrant population and to 
create wealth within the town

q  to meet the needs of new investment and new and 
existing businesses within the town

q  to assist and enable a flexible approach to growth and 
diversification of the local economy

q  to meet the above objectives in a sustainable and 
environmentally sensitive way

q  to provide an integrated approach to economic 
development with other key topic areas of housing, 
retailing, infrastructure and education.

The level of economic growth
Potentially the town could plan to encourage a higher level 
of growth with the objective of attracting new investment and 
employment. That would create greater opportunity to attract 
and retain young people and to retain a higher proportion of 
economically active people.

The key options are whether the town should plan to 
constrain the level of economic growth, retain growth at 
historic levels or actively promote growth at a higher but 
sustainable level. The direction of economic policy at a 
National and County level is to promote growth, and this view 
is also reflected in the initial public consultation responses to 
the Alnwick & Denwick Plan.

The extent and choice of land to be allocated for economic 
development use for Alnwick is therefore likely to be within 
the range of an additional 10 to 15 hectares in the period to 
2025.

The location of development
Land is required in locations which are both 
relatively easy and cost effective to develop 
and attractive to employers. This, along 
with the sensitivity of the landscape, limits 
the choice of locations for new 
employment areas in Alnwick, to 
the south side of the town.

The principal opportunities for 
development are either land east 

of the A1 near 
to existing 
employment 
sites or south of 
the town at Greensfield 
or both.

Existing employment  
sites
The quality of existing employment sites varies and there is 
a need to encourage new investment to maintain their long 
term future, requiring greater flexibility and adaptability.

The options for the plan are either to restrict the use of 
employment sites strictly to office, industrial or storage use 
or allow a wider range of uses providing they lead to retention 
or creation of employment and reinvestment in the fabric and 
infrastructure of the area.

The town centre and the economy
Alnwick Town Centre provides the focus for services, 
shopping, eating-out and leisure employment. The centre’s 
mix of traditional and modern businesses is critical to 
maintaining distinctiveness and viability. However the 
capacity for the centre to provide for new employment 
opportunities is relatively limited.  Consideration could 
be given to encouraging a wider range of economic and 
employment uses in the centre rather than predominantly 
shops.  This could have benefits such as stimulating a more 
vibrant evening economy or new services.

Given the town centre’s physical constraints to expansion, it is 
important to identify ways in which it will compete to attract 
new investment in the future.  

Tourism and the economy
It is likely that demands for tourism will continue to grow 
within the town which the plan could support. However it 
is equally important that tourism is not promoted to such 
an extent that we become over-reliant on this one sector 
for economic growth. A balance is needed which protects 
the most sensitive environments, but allows tourism 
developments within and adjacent to the town.

Employment of young people
Retaining and attracting young people requires action across 

a range of issues and providing training and 
appropriate employment opportunities is 
important.

The plan should support development that is 
beneficial to attracting and retaining young 
people, uses local labour and offers training 
and apprenticeship schemes.



Education
Access to first class educational facilities is the aspiration of every 

community and is essential to support future development in the town. 

Some of the issues facing education are beyond the scope 
of the plan. What is in scope are the implications of choices 
made on the key matters of educational change in the town, 
on the future use of vacated school sites and on the dual use 
of new school and sports facilities at Greensfield.

The education objective of the plan is: 
To ensure that development taking place in the town is 
supported by sufficient quantity of school places and a high 
quality of education provision.

Ensuring quality in education provision 
to support future development.
The quality of schools provision is a key consideration, not 
just for residents, but also for families considering a move 
and employers looking to establish or relocate a business. 
If Alnwick’s population is to grow then schools must have 
the capacity to accept increased numbers and meet rising 
parental expectations. 

All Alnwick schools, other than the recently refurbished  
St Paul’s, suffer from serious problems linked to dilapidation 
of buildings, which are not fit for purpose and/or are in 
unsuitable locations creating problems of traffic congestion 
etc. The Duchess’s Community High School, located on 
2 separate sites, is to be replaced by a new school in 
recognition of its extreme unsuitability and dilapidation. It has 
embarked on a process of converting to academy status along 
with its federated schools.

It is intended that the new school will be sited on land at 
Greensfield, west of the Alnwick Cricket Club. Although 
funding appears to be sufficient for only a high school 
replacement, there have been calls for a single all age 
learning facility on this site, comprising at least the additional 
middle school components. 

This would have the advantage of concentrating education 
provision on the southern edge of town where traffic 
can be more easily accommodated but the down side of 
concentrating everything there is that for pupils on the north 
of the town it makes travelling to school by sustainable 
means difficult. The plan needs to come to a view on whether 
the new site should be an all age education campus or not.

The future of school sites
Northumberland County Council owns the main High School 
site and the Lindisfarne Middle School site. These two 
sites together with the land at the Dukes School, owned 
by Northumberland Estates and the Bailiffgate Annexe 
buildings, present significant opportunities for re-use and 
redevelopment to the benefit of the town.

The sites could be developed for a variety of uses.  
The housing section of the plan suggests some of the 
school sites being used for housing but other uses including 
community services, business, leisure developments 
etc are all possibilities. However the school sites are 
currently composed of buildings and a substantial element 
of greenspace. Given the lack of publically accessible 
greenspace in the town a substantial part of these sites 
should be retained as public open space. 

Dual use of facilities
Plans for providing a mixed use outdoor sports facility for 
Alnwick sporting clubs are being developed very close to 
the new school site. At the same time the existing schools 
currently provide venues for various community activities 
after school. 

The Greensfield sports complex will initially provide facilities 
for football, tennis and hockey. It makes sense to capitalise 
on this proximity by allowing school students to use the 
facilities rather than duplicating provision and thereby 
share the burden of maintenance between community and 
school. Similarly, internal space at the new school should 
be offered to the community outside of school hours. The 
Neighbourhood Plan needs to encourage this dual use.

Other educational facilities
Education needs of the community don’t start and end with 
education for the 5-18 age group. Nurseries and after-school 
care for younger children, youth clubs and facilities, special 
needs education facilities and adult education services are all 
present in the town. 

The future of all these education-related facilities are vital 
in supporting development in Alnwick and Denwick and 
facilitating life-long learning and the plan should have a role 
to play in promoting their retention.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



Environment
This section looks at improving the pleasure we take in our environment, 

reducing our environmental impact, increasing biodiversity and making us 
more resilient to increasing fuel prices and climate change. 

Dog-fouling, litter and recycling
Dog fouling and littering were the top reported environmental 
issues in the Alnwick and Denwick community consultation 
last year. Contact with dog waste can cause toxocariasis, 
resulting in blindness. Research by Keep Britain Tidy 
suggests that more bins in the right places help tackle 
littering and dog fouling.

We recycle 40% of waste in Northumberland, but this will not 
increase much further unless we make it easier to recycle 
materials like glass, cartons and textiles. There are sites at 
Lionheart Business Park, Greenwell Lane car park, and less 
well-used sites at Willowburn Sports Centre and the Co-
op petrol station, but no supermarkets or other car parks 
provide recycling. 

Warm homes and renewable energy
Carbon emissions from our homes are 23% higher in 
Northumberland than elsewhere in  England and Wales. This 
is largely due to the number of older solid wall properties. 
A 2009 study found that 18% of Alnwick households lived in 
fuel poverty, whilst in Denwick the figure may be around 45%. 
These numbers will have increased with rising energy prices, 
and can be expected to increase further. The plan could make 
homes more energy-efficient through incentives, publicity, 
supporting schemes or through the planning system.

Currently about 1% of Alnwick and Denwick’s energy use 
comes from local renewable sources, such as solar panels, 
wood burners and heat pumps. Planning permission  
is often required to install solar panels in  
conservation areas. The plan could come  
up with measures to encourage  
householders and businesses to adopt  
renewable energy.

Trees and nature reserves
Alnwick and Denwick have many attractive and historic trees 
along routes into the town and in the town centre which 
should be protected and preserved. Very few of our publicly 
accessible trees produce edible fruit. Predicted doubling of 
oil prices in 10 years and lifestyle changes in the developing 
world will make expensive food even more costly. The North-
East is a net importer of fresh fruit, so more fruit trees in 
publicly-accessible space will help protect communities 
from rising prices. Grants for trees are available from many 
organisations, and tree planting  has been carried out by 
volunteers from environmental groups, Alnwick Lions, Girl 
Guides and town councillors. 

We also have very few local nature reserves. There are small 
reserves at Craster, Whittingham and Littlehoughton, but the 
total area falls far short of the government agency Natural 
England’s standard, and there are no nature reserves at all 
in Alnwick or Denwick. To meet the standard, we need to 
set aside more land for nature conservation. This need not 
be expensive as wildlife can prosper on marginal land with 
no development value and can often be secured through 
agreement with landowners.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



Heritage & Culture
From any point of view, Alnwick with Denwick is undoubtedly a heritage focal point.  

In fact, heritage is a major part of the area’s unique selling point. As the only  
Ducal town in the region and traditionally the County town of Northumberland,  

the area is of huge heritage importance in both the County and Region. 
A unique combination of heritage features still remain from the area’s 
Saxon, medieval, post-medieval, Victorian and 19th century past. In 
cultural terms this heritage and the buildings associated with it are 
the venues and backdrops to cultural events such as International 
Music Festival, Food Festival, Heritage Open Days and Northumbrian 
Gathering. The town is also fortunate in having the Playhouse, 
Bailiffgate Museum, a dedicated Town Crier and historic leisure 
transport (open-topped vintage tour buses and heritage railway).  

Objectives to be achieved:
q   To maximise the potential of heritage in Alnwick and Denwick 

to contribute to place shaping and support the visitor economy 
whilst encouraging local people to have a sense of pride, 
involvement and ownership.

q   To improve how the historic town and village are set in the local 
landscape, refining their historic and urban design qualities 
and making them more people friendly, whilst at the same 
time, supporting and sustaining their vital service and tourist 
economies.  

q   To ensure that the area’s historic and architectural design quality 
is celebrated through stories, descriptions and features in guides, 
visitor publications, newspapers and the electronic media to 
proactively raise the unique heritage profile of Alnwick and Denwick

HERITAGE
Heritage issues and options are:
The town and village in the landscape: Prepare a comprehensive 
visual appraisal of the quality of the historic landscape setting to 
guide future development. 

Main roads as recognisable gateways into Alnwick and Denwick: 
Explore ways of improving the ‘gateway’ qualities of main roads into 
the town and village 

Boundary of conservation areas: Review the boundary of Alnwick’s 
conservation area and investigate a new conservation area at Denwick.

Threatened historic assets: Prepare plans to rescue threatened 
historic buildings and survey the area for other buildings that 
warrant protection.

New build in the historic town and village: Prepare policies and 
design guides to help  new development fit into the historic 

environment. 

Erosion of townscape character by incremental changes 
to building fabric: Consider additional planning controls to 

protect important detailed features in the conservation area. 

Townscape character threatened by street clutter and 
poor floorscape treatment: Prepare schemes to remove 

clutter and to upgrade the design and condition of road and 
pavement surfaces.  

Threatened trees inside and outside the conservation 
area: Assess the condition of important trees in the area 
and plan further protection, care or replacement, adding 
more street trees as enhancement. 

Vital historic spaces: Prepare schemes to increase the 
use and decoration of quality urban spaces, particularly 
Alnwick Market Place. 

Legibility and understanding of the townscape of town 

and village: Improve the signage to better reflect the needs of users 
and prepare a comprehensive interpretation strategy to assist the 
better presentation and branding of the area.

Enhancement of historic town, village and landscape: Encourage 
better maintenance of private properties through information and 
grant aid; prepare plans for a comprehensive upgrading of important 
parts of the conservation area.

A comprehensive vision for a coherent, legible and sustainable 
townscape: To encourage an overall approach to be taken to the 
protection and enhancement of the historic centre, explore making 
Alnwick town centre an official ‘Historic Core Zone’.

CULTURE
Culture issues and 
options are:
Specialised cultural 
buildings
Need to maintain steady and 
continuous funding: Seek 
comprehensive support for 
more sponsorship, improved 
fund-raising skills as well as 
revenue earning capacity.

Better accessibility to the attractions: Seek to improve 
transport links to venues and to improve the quality of 
local broadband to increase ‘intellectual’ access.

Poor condition and limited facilities: Encourage 
the improvement and repair of our major bookable 
buildings, several of which are in poor condition and 
have facilities below standard.

Cultural spaces and major cultural events

Managing Demand for more events using our limited 
cultural space: Encourage increased use of urban 
spaces and surrounding buildings for more festivals 
and increased use at weekends, in winter and in the 
evenings.

Other general cultural issues

Need to promote the cultural offer of the town and village in its 
entirety: Promote the improvement of signage from the A1 and 
branding and encourage more co-operation between attractions.

Development of creative industries in Alnwick and Denwick: Assess 
the nature and quantity of the area’s creative industries and explore 
means of developing them.

Our ‘Way of Life’ could be better explained and promoted: Seek to 
better define the distinctiveness of our history and ‘way of life’ with a 
view to its better development and promotion.

Shortage of cultural facilities: Identify any cultural needs not yet 
served by present facilities and identify what future provision should 
be made to accommodate them.

Finally, heritage and cultural issues and options will be developed 
into recommended Proposals and Policies, as well as potential land 
allocations, to be incorporated into the plan to enhance the daily 
environment and the cultural lives of the communities of Alnwick and 
Denwick.
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Housing
Alnwick is a popular and attractive place to live and retire to,  
accessible to Tyneside and with an enviable natural and built heritage  
which means there is a healthy demand for housing from outside the  
area as well as demand from an anticipated growth in the number of  
households locally.
This demand for housing historically has not been fully met by 
supply of new homes. This has led to an affordability problem in 
the plan area certainly since the early 2000’s.

The Neighbourhood Plan will play a key role in ensuring that 
sufficient housing land is delivered to meet housing requirements 
identified in the Northumberland Core Strategy in the period 
up to 2025, and local housing needs identified by housing needs 
surveys. It will seek to guide new housing development to 
sustainable locations in Alnwick.  It will also seek to target the 
use of previously developed land where available and at densities 
that make the most efficient use of land whilst respecting the 
character and scale of the surroundings. A broad mix of housing 
types suitable for different households will contribute to the 
creation of a mixed and sustainable community. 

The objectives for housing in the plan are:
q  To provide sufficient land to meet Alnwick and Denwick’s 

housing requirements to 2025 particularly the need for 
affordable housing

q  To provide a choice of sizes, types and tenure of quality 
housing particularly creating opportunities for young people 
and the elderly. 

What level of housing growth should 
we be catering for?
It is difficult in the absence of a specific housing needs 
assessment for Alnwick to accurately predict the housing 
requirement for Alnwick and Denwick. However, in addition to 
meeting local housing needs we also need to provide for open 
market demand. Failure to do that will put more pressure on 
existing housing from retirees and other in-migrants making it 
less accessible to the local population. We need to agree a level 
of supply that will meet local needs and is sustainable in terms of 
Alnwick’s social, economic and environmental context.

The County Core Strategy has looked at 3 options – maintaining 
existing housing levels; lower housing levels and a targeted 
increase. As evidence suggests that needs were not wholly met in 
the past, only a targeted increase is feasible. Working at the upper 
end of the Core Strategy range would require around 50 dwellings 
a year over the plan period – a total of 700-750 dwellings.

The distribution and location of housing
Alnwick is a sustainable location for housing as identified in the 
County Core Strategy. In the past previously developed land has 
contributed significantly to supply of land. However, this will 
reduce in the plan period although school sites when vacated 
will assist. Therefore more greenfield sites will be required. 
Constraints in terms of historic landscapes to the north of 
Alnwick mean that most of the development possibilities are to 
the south and east of the town.

Sites with planning permission and identified in the Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment will provide approximately 
2/3rds of the required houses. Options of land at Greensfield – 

(south of the town) and east of Allerburn  
Lea north of Alnmouth Road are the most  
feasible for development.

Ensuring choice of housing
As well as ensuring the quantity is right we have to ensure that  
the plan delivers choice in the size, type and tenure of housing.  
If the plan simply leaves delivery to the market to decide, the 
type of housing will be dictated by what sells most easily. It 
is suggested that the plan includes an enabling policy that 
encourages a range of provision.

Delivering affordability
The ratio of house prices to income remains at in excess of 8:1 
and for the majority of the population housing is simply not 
affordable to buy. If not responded to the affordability problem 
could result in difficulties in retaining younger economically 
active population and ultimately in recruiting staff. The Plan will 
have to increase the amount of affordable housing and seek to 
deliver smaller housing units appealing to the younger and first 
time buyers. Affordable housing is usually secured through a 
subsidy to enable the price or rent of the house to be substantially 
lower than the prevailing market  price or rent locally. To achieve 
this we are proposing that all sites over 10 dwellings should 
provide at least 35% of the dwellings as affordable. However, as 
a lot of housing sites are less than 10 units we are also proposing 
that all sites below 10 dwellings pay a financial contribution which 
will be applied by the County Council to the provision of affordable 
housing in Alnwick.

Delivering quality in housing 
Quality of design in new housing has not been particularly 
successful in recent years especially in the larger estates built 
on the edge of the town. We have been more successful with 
smaller brownfield sites within the town. Housing in the plan 
period is likely to involve more housing on the edge of the town 
and we need to ensure this is designed and landscaped to a high 
standard to integrate it into the town and establish a ‘sense of 
place’. We are proposing that the plan introduces a strong policy 
requiring design principles to be met and for housing to be built 
to recognised design standards.

Making more effective use of existing 
housing stock
Alnwick has a particular issue with quite a high number of vacant 
dwellings and under occupation of dwellings. If we can make 
more effective use of the housing we have it means we will need 
less new housing in the area. Ensuring a good range of housing 
will help ensure for example that people under occupying homes 
may ‘downsize’ to homes of a more appropriate size. We are 
also proposing however that the plan encourages the acquisition 
and refurbishment of vacant dwellings and residential space for 
example above shops in the town centre & makes this available for 
sale or rent.
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Shopping & Town Centre

Context
Despite a challenging external 
environment:

q  retailing in Alnwick is relatively 
vibrant and with a lower 
proportion of vacant shops 
than many other centres

q  the retail mix in the Town Centre is fair with a 
good proportion of independent retailers

q  Alnwick shops are estimated to benefit from just over 
50% of the retail spend of local residents and those in the 
surrounding district.

Objectives
The following are proposed as the Town Centre & Retail 
objectives:

q  to maintain the distinctive character of the Town Centre 
with a good/improving retail mix and a high proportion of 
independent retailers

q  to sustain an enabling environment for retail which 
supports the promotion of the town as a leisure and 
tourist destination, preserves and enhances the heritage 
values of the town and makes best use of its historic 
assets including the Market Place

q  to sustain and increase Alnwick’s share of the retail 
spend of local residents and those living and doing 
business in the district (currently measured at 51%) both 
by tackling empty shops within the Town Centre and by 

concentrating the development of ‘out of town centre’ 
retail in trade outlets

q  to pursue the above objectives in a way which supports 
the plan’s aims in respect of employment, housing, 
transport, tourism, heritage and community facilities.

Options
In summary, some of the key considerations involve:

q  a Retail Development Master Plan to control retail 
development within the Town Centre and the growth of 
out of the town centre outlets, and

q   a desired target within such a Plan for the ratio between 
retail shops and other commercial and leisure premises 
within the Town Centre

q   policies to support and nurture the town’s independent 
retailers

q   the need for more prestige high street chains in Alnwick

q   an integrated plan for the development of the Market 
Place, the Northumberland Hall, and the historic  
Town Centre

q   proposals for greater pedestrian priority in the Town 
Centre

q   proposals to address poor disabled access around the  
Town Centre

q  a plan to link Alnwick’s principal retail ‘hubs’ in the 
marketing and promotion of the town, or

q   focus marketing and promotion only on the Town Centre.
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Sport & Recreation
Alnwick is the centre for a wide range of sporting and recreation facilities which serve 

the town and the wider area. Many of these sports have club facilities based to  
the south of the Alnwick. These include Alnwick Rugby Football Club, Alnwick  

Cricket Club, Alnwick Castle Golf Club and Alnwick Town Football Club. 

The major provider of indoor sports in the area is the 
Willowburn Sports and Leisure Centre, which was built in 
2003 and is run by North Country Leisure. This is a quality 
venue with high levels of user satisfaction. 

Whilst there is a good range of outdoor sports on offer for 
residents and visitors, many of the town’s existing outdoor 
sports pitches or courts are of poor quality and some have 
inadequate changing facilities. Some of these issues could 
be addressed through the delivery of the Alnwick Sporting 
Club proposal at Greensfield which is proposed to include 
improved football pitches, tennis courts and an all-weather 
multi-sports synthetic pitch primarily for hockey but capable 
of being used for other sports. 

A number of the schools in the town have significant areas of 
playing fields which are used for school sport and recreation 
(Duchess’s Community High School, Dukes Middle School, 
Lindisfarne Middle School, St Paul’s School and to a lesser 
degree the first schools). Community use of school playing 
fields could also be a future consideration to improve sports 
provision (see the education section).

There are seven existing children’s play areas in the town, 
the most modern of which is at Swansfield Park. Some of 
the older play areas particularly to the south of Alnwick, 
consist of only one or two pieces of equipment and need to be 
replaced or upgraded.

Alnwick and Denwick are well below the national and 
proposed county standards for community open space, in 
particular parks and gardens, natural & semi-natural green 
space and amenity green space. As an example, the proposed 
county standard for parks and gardens is to have at least 
2.14 hectares per 1,000 population; in Alnwick and Denwick 

the figure is only 0.33 hectares per 1,000 population. On the 
edge of the town is Hulne Park which is open to the public for 
walking, on many days of the year  
without charge. 

Both Hulne Park and The Pastures make significant 
contributions to the recreation offer and green infrastructure 
in Alnwick & Denwick, but are not freely available all the time. 
The plan could look to create more publicly accessible green 
space in the area.

There are 11 allotment sites in the plan area, these are 
provided by the Town Council and Northumberland Estates. 
Whilst the overall space allocated for allotments is above the 
county average, there are waiting lists and current turnover of 
allotments is low. Some allotments are badly maintained and 
of poor quality. We want to hear your views about the future 
need for allotments.
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Tourism
Tourism has been important to Alnwick for a very long time. Alnwick Castle has been 
a high profile visitor attraction, and in recent years has expanded its opening hours, 

activities and visitor facilities. The success of The Alnwick Garden has increased 
the visitor numbers to Alnwick, putting the town on the map nationally as a tourism 

destination and stimulating the local economy. 

Market context
The growth of tourism in and around Alnwick reflects demand from 
holidaymakers, packaged travel provided by coach and tour operators, 
business travel and visiting friends and relatives. 

Tourism marketing bodies plan promotions in terms of target market 
segments and the main targets identified appear to require an 
emphasis on quality of product and service, environment and access 
to heritage and countryside. 

Alnwick appears to have many of the relevant attractions, amenities 
and visitor-related services needed to function as an attractive 
and sustainable visitor destination, but has under-utilised off-peak 
capacity, and needs to address quality and accessibility if it is to 
realise its full potential.

Proposed tourism objectives:
q   To establish Alnwick as a high quality and accessible year-round 

tourism destination

q   To improve the range and quality of accommodation and other 
visitor-related services

q    To encourage investment that will enhance the appeal of visitor 
attractions and activities 

q   To encourage visitors to spend more time in Alnwick Town Centre

q   To encourage more visitors to walk, cycle and use public transport

Tourism in the economy
The thrust of national and county policy is to encourage tourism.  The 
issue is particularly relevant for Alnwick as a key tourist destination in 
North Northumberland and it is likely that demands for tourism will 

continue to grow within the town.  

However, it is equally important that tourism is not promoted to 
an extent that has negative effects due to over-reliance on one 
sector for economic growth, or that it drives out other sectors 

which contribute to the vitality of Alnwick as a market town 
and service sector.  

The economic impact of tourism applies not only to 
businesses directly serving visitors, but also to the 

local supply chain and secondary economic 
impacts for example helping to support 
a wider range of shops, cafes, theatre, 

social facilities and services than 
might otherwise be sustainable for 

a town of this size. 

The plan should support 
Alnwick’s role as a viable and 
competitive tourism destination.

Tackling 
seasonality
Expanding capacity without 
addressing the seasonality 
issue will not help overall 
sustainability of the tourism 

sector: put simply, the short season makes it harder to achieve 
break-even and the generation of sufficient revenue to re-invest in 
improvements to facilities, quality of service etc.

Initiatives to extend the length of the tourism season should be 
promoted in the plan where it can be achieved with no environmental 
or land use impact upon the town.

Locations for tourism development
Tourism development, both attractions and accommodation, should 
be encouraged to be located within or adjacent to Alnwick, as one of 
the county’s recognised service centres, where it can complement 
other tourist businesses and services and enhance Alnwick’s overall 
visitor appeal.

Future tourism developments should be 
assessed in terms of:
q   Quality of design and fitness for purpose

q   Contribution to the overall attractiveness of Alnwick as a tourism 
destination

q    Ease of access to other visitor facilities and services in the town

q   Contribution to extending the season 

q   Protecting the town’s most sensitive environments

Access for all
Catering for the needs of visitors with mobility restrictions applies to 
a wide cross-section of society.

Addressing accessibility will shape Alnwick’s long-term reputation 
and economic benefits derived from tourism. It will also play a big 
part in making the town more attractive to live and work in. 

The plan should promote access improvements in order to be 
a welcoming and delightful place for all, including visitors with 
restricted mobility.

Signposting and interpretation
Visitors and local people need to be able to navigate their way around 
the town, find places of interest, car parks and other facilities. Linked 
to this is a desire to strengthen local links between retail and leisure 
facilities and to ensure that the Castle/Gardens connects strongly 
with the core of the town. 

Interpretation of the historical and architectural features of the town 
is also desirable in helping to orientate visitors and enhance their 
enjoyment. Achieving this would also benefit local people and make 
moving around the town a more pleasurable experience.

Coach tours
At present Alnwick does not appear to be making the most of 
opportunities presented by the coach tour market mainly because 
of the poor coach parking facilities within the town centre. Coach 
parking, drop-off and pick-up provision should be improved to ensure 
that Alnwick is made attractive for short stay town centre related 
coach operators and their passengers.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



Transport
In working towards the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, it is essential  

that we have clear objectives to deliver the overall plan aim for transport. 

These are:
q	 			To	improve	access	to	homes,	work	and	facilities	for	

people	and	goods

q	 				To	enhance	the	viability	and	vitality	of	Alnwick	
town	centre	for	residents	and	visitors

q	 				To	link	residential,	commercial,	recreational	
and	functional	parts	of	the	plan	area

q	 				To	improve	conditions	for	walking,	cycling,	
wheelchair	and	buggy	users

q	 			To	improve	the	provision	of	public	transport

q	 			To	increase	pedestrian	priority	and	reduce	car	
dependence

q	 			To	contribute	to	the	development	of	a	sustainable	
future

The transport issues of concern and 
options for their resolution are: 
q	    Issue:		Providing	safe	and	attractive	opportunities	for	all	to	walk	

within	the	limit	of	their	ability.		

  Option principle:	Develop	a	comprehensive	network	of	attractive,	
well-maintained	footpaths	to	link	the	residential,	educational,	
commercial	and	industrial	areas	of	Alnwick	town	and	its	central	area.

  Option example:	Develop	a	sensitive	pedestrian	priority	scheme	
within	the	town	centre.

q	    Issue:		Providing	for	and	promoting	cycling	as	a	useful	and	
practical	way	of	getting	about	the	plan	area.

  Option principle:	Develop	a	well	maintained,	safe	and	signed	
cycle	route	network,	mainly	on	existing	streets,	within	Alnwick	
town	and	linking	to	surrounding	villages.

q	    Issue:		Improving	the	provision	for	public	buses,	community	
transport,	private	hire	coaches	and	similar	vehicles.

  Option principle:	Develop	the	Alnwick	Bus	Station	as	a	modern,	
high	quality	transport	hub	serving	the	plan	area.

  Option example:	Improve	private	hire	bus	and	coach	access	and	
drop	off/pick	up	and	layover/parking	provision.

q	    Issue:		Supporting	access,	delivery	and	distribution	of	goods	and	
services.

  Option principle:	Progressively	improve	traffic	management	
schemes	for	necessary	delivery	and	maintenance	vehicles	in	
a	way	that	does	not	result	in	pavements	being	obstructed	or	
damaged.

q	    Issue:		Improving	the	functionality,	viability	and	vitality	of	the	
Market	Place.

  Option principle:	Recognise	that	market	activity	and	community	
benefit	require	vehicles	to	be	excluded	from	the	Market	Place	
other	than	at	prescribed	times	and	for	prescribed	purposes.

q	    Issue:		Seeking	to	improve	sustainable	links	to	the	world	around	
Alnwick	and	Denwick.

  Option principle:	Develop	better	links	with	Alnmouth	Station	to	
improve	longer	distance	travel	options	for	business	and	leisure	
journeys.

q	    Issue:		Enhancing	the	environment	to	improve	the	quality	of		
life	for	all.

  Option principle:	Promote	transport	provision	that	generally	
enhances	the	health,	wellbeing	and	quality	of	life	for	all.

  Option example:	Design	changes	in	transport	provision	so	
that	they	contribute	to	an	improvement	of	the	streetscape	that	
reconciles	the	need	for	up-to-date	facilities	with	a	well	conserved	
town	environment.

q	    Issue:		Keeping	transport	infrastructure	in	a	safe	and	attractive	
condition.

  Option principle:	Prepare	and	implement	a	five-year	strategic	
plan	for	the	repair	of	footpaths	and	pedestrian	areas,	road	
crossings	and	markings,	eliminating	the	many	safety	hazards	
that	currently	exist	for	pedestrians.

q	    Issue:		Managing	traffic	for	the	benefit	of	all,	with	priority	for	
pedestrians.

  Option principle:	Review	the	traffic	systems	
and	signing	that	bring	people	into	the	town;	
devise	unobtrusive	systems	that	give	real	
meaning	to	the	‘shared	space’	concept	
throughout	the	town	and	its	approaches.	

  Option example:	Restrict	vehicle	speeds	to	a	
maximum	of	20mph	in	the	residential	areas	of	
Alnwick	town.

q	    Issue:		Providing	parking	and	managing	
and	preventing	the	abuse	of	parking	
facilities.

  Option principle:	Encourage	considerate	parking	to	protect	
green	verges,	keep	access	to	premises	clear	and	drop	kerbs	free.	
Enforce	regulations	and	eliminate	abuse	throughout	the	plan	area.

  Option example:	Investigate	the	commercial	provision	of	an	
aesthetically	acceptable	decked	or	multi-storey	car	park.

q	    Issue:		Using	the	planning	process	to	help	improve	transport	and	
travel	now	and	in	future.

  Option principle:	Establish	a	hierarchy	of	travel	options	from	
walking	(most	in	need	of	encouragement	and	improved	facilities)	
through	cycling,	public	transport	and	freight	to	private	car	travel	
that	would	help	deliver	more	sustainable	transport	across	the	
plan	area.

Clearly,	a	key	constraint	that	will	determine	the	practicality	and	
implementation	of	the	options	eventually	agreed	for	inclusion	in	
the	plan	will	be	the	availability	of	funding.	However,	some	of	the	
options	identified	do	not	require	new	funding	but	do	require	a	more	
determined	application	and	enforcement	of	existing	regulations.	For	
example,	the	lack	of	enforcement	of	existing	parking	regulations	in	
the	plan	area	has	contributed	not	only	to	traffic	congestion	but	also	to	
unnecessary	safety	hazards	for	pedestrians	and	access	problems	for	
those	with	impaired	mobility.

The	evidence	available	on	traffic	in	Alnwick	is	now	outdated	and	is	
based	on	national	growth	forecasts	that	have	not	materialised.		The	
Department	for	Transport	statistics	show	that	national	traffic	levels	
have	remained	essentially	the	same	over	the	last	decade	but	the	
situation	locally	might	usefully	be	explored.	Similarly,	the	widely	
differing	views	on	the	adequacy	of	parking	provision	should	be	
investigated	further.

The	interaction	of	transport	and	travel	with	other	aspects	of	life	in	the	
plan	area	is	certain	to	require	compromises	to	be	reached	if	transport	
is	to	fulfil	its	role	of	supporting	the	local	community	and	economy	
without	damaging	the	environment.
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Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Consultation	  Bodies	  

Local	  Planning	  Authority	  

Karen	  Ledger	  
Northumberland	  County	  Council,	  
County	  Hall,	  	  
Morpeth,	  	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE61	  2EF.	  
Tel.:	  01670623430	  
Email:	  karen.Ledger@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Adjoining	  Parish	  Councils	  
	  
Mrs	  C	  Miller	  clerk	  to	  Edlingham	  Parish	  Council,	  
14	  Addycombe	  Close,	  
Rothbury,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE65	  7QF.	  
Tel.:	  01669	  621565	  
Email:	  rothburyparishcouncil@hotmail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  A	  Smith	  clerk	  to	  Eglingham	  Parish	  Council,	  
25	  Blakelaw	  Court,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE66	  1BY.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  603755	  
Email:	  amycartmell@googlemail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  E	  Taylor	  clerk	  to	  Lesbury	  Parish	  Council,	  
Rivendell,	  
Steppey	  Lane,	  
Lesbury,	  	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3PU.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  830040	  
Email:	  lesburyparishclerk@googlemail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  E	  Taylor	  clerk	  to	  Longhoughton	  Parish	  Council,	  
Rivendell,	  
Steppey	  Lane,	  
Lesbury,	  	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3PU.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  830040	  
Email:	  parishclerk@hotmail.com	  

mailto:karen.Ledger@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:lesburyparishclerk@googlemail.com


Ms	  W	  Pattison	  clerk	  to	  Rennington	  Parish	  Council,	  
11	  Rock	  Village,	  
Rock,	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3SD.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  579137	  
Email:	  wpdenwick@btinternet.com	  
	  
Miss	  CM	  Miller	  clerk	  to	  Hedgeley	  Parish	  Council,	  
14	  Addycombe	  Close,	  
Rothbury,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE65	  7QF.	  
Tel.:	  01669	  621565	  
Email:	  Hedgeleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Coal	  Authority	  
Planning	  and	  Local	  Authority	  Liaison,	  
The	  Coal	  Authority,	  
200	  Lichfield	  Lane,	  
Berry	  Lane,	  
Mansfield,	  
Nottinghamshire,	  
NG18	  4RG.	  
Email:	  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk	  
	  
Homes	  and	  Communities	  Agency	  
Homes	  and	  Communities	  Agency,	  
St	  George's	  House,	  
Kingsway,	  
Team	  Valley,	  
Gateshead,	  
NE11	  0NA.	  
	  
Natural	  England	  
Consultation	  Service,	  
Natural	  England,	  
Hornbeam	  House,	  
Electra	  Way,	  
Crewe	  Business	  Park,	  
Crewe,	  
Chesshire,	  
CW1	  6GJ.	  
Email:	  consultations@naturalengland.org.uk	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


The	  Environment	  Agency	  
Planning	  Consultations,	  
Environment	  Agency,	  
Tyneside	  House,	  
Skinnerburn	  Road,	  
Newcastle	  Business	  Park,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  tyne,	  
NE4	  7AR.	  
Email:	  planning.nane@environment-‐agency.gov.uk	  
	  
Historic	  Buildings	  and	  Monuments	  Commission	  for	  England	  
Mr	  Alan	  Hunter	  (Regional	  Planner)	  
English	  Heritage,	  
41-‐44	  Sandgate,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
NE1	  3	  JF.	  
Email:	  alan.hunter@english-‐	  heritage.org.uk	  
	  
Network	  Rail	  Infrastructure	  Limited	  
Network	  Rail	  Infrastructure	  Limited,	  
George	  Stephenson	  House,	  
Toft	  Hill,	  
York,	  
Y01	  6JT.	  
	  
The	  Highways	  Agency	  
Asset	  Development	  Team	  -‐	  Yorkshire	  and	  North	  East,	  
Highways	  Agency,	  
Lateral,	  
8	  City	  Walk,	  
Leeds,	  
LS11	  9	  AT.	  
Email:	  planningYNE	  @highways.gsi.gov.uk	  
	  
The	  Marine	  Management	  Organisation	  
Ms	  Angela	  Atkinson	  
PO	  Box	  1275,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE99	  5BN.	  
Tel.	  01913762589	  
Email:	  Angela.Atkinson@marinemanagement.org.uk	  
	  
Relevant	  Primary	  Care	  Trust	  
Steph	  Edusei	  (Strategic	  Head	  of	  Corporate	  Affairs)	  
NHS	  Northumberland	  Clinical	  Commissioning	  Group,	  
County	  Hall,	  
Morpeth,	  

mailto:planning.nane@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Angela.Atkinson@marinemanagement.org.uk


Northumberland,	  
NE61	  2	  EF.	  
Tel.:	  01670	  335	  161	  
Email:	  stephanie.edusei@nhs.net	  
	  
Any	  person	  to	  whom	  a	  licence	  has	  been	  granted	  under	  section	  6(1)(b)	  and	  (c)	  of	  the	  Electricity	  Act	  
1989.	  
Northern	  Powergrid,	  
Records	  and	  Information,	  
Manor	  House,	  
Station	  Road,	  
Penshaw,	  
Houghton	  le	  Spring,	  
County	  Durham,	  
DH4	  7LA.	  
	  
National	  Grid,	  
National	  Grid	  House,	  
Warwick,	  
Warwickshire,	  
CV34	  6DA.	  
	  
Any	  a	  person	  to	  whom	  a	  licence	  has	  been	  granted	  under	  section	  7(2)	  of	  the	  Gas	  Act	  1986.	  
Northern	  Gas	  Networks,	  
1100	  Century	  Way,	  
Thorp	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Colton,	  
Leeds,	  
LS15	  8TU.	  
	  
Sewerage	  undertaker	  
New	  Development	  Team	  (Planning),	  
Northumbrian	  Water	  Limited,	  
Leat	  House,	  
Pattinson	  Road,	  
Washington,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE38	  8LB.	  
	  
Water	  undertaker	  
New	  Development	  Team	  (Planning),	  
Northumbrian	  Water	  Limited,	  
Leat	  House,	  
Pattinson	  Road,	  
Washington,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE38	  8LB.	  
	  



Any	  person	  to	  whom	  the	  electronic	  communications	  code	  applies	  
Mono	  Consultants,	  
48	  St.	  Vincent	  Street,	  	  
Glasgow,	  
Lanarkshire,	  	  
G2	  5TS.	  
	  
Any	  person	  who	  owns	  or	  controls	  electronic	  communications	  apparatus	  situated	  in	  any	  part	  of	  the	  
area	  of	  the	  local	  planning	  authority	  	  
	  
Avonline,	  
42	  Ashton	  Vale	  Road,	  
Ashton	  Vale,	  
Bristol,	  
BS3	  2AX.	  
Email:	  info@avonline.co.uk	  
Office:	  0117	  953	  1111	  
Fax:	  0117	  953	  0307	  
	  
British	  Telecommunications	  Plc.,	  
Openreach	  Newsites	  PP	  4AB,	  	  
21-‐23	  Carliol	  Square,	  	  
Newcastle	  CTE,	  	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  	  
NE1	  1BB.	  
	  
Cybermoor,	  
Town	  Hall,	  
Front	  Street,	  
Alston,	  
CA9	  3RF.	  
Tel.:01434	  382808	  
Email:	  info@cybermoor.org.uk	  
	  
Everything	  Everywhere	  Limited,	  
Hatfield	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Hertfordshire,	  	  
Hatfield,	  	  
AL10	  9BW.	  
	  
Hutchinson	  3G	  UK	  Limited,	  
Star	  House,	  	  
20	  Grenfell	  Road,	  	  
Maidenhead,	  
Berkshire,	  	  
SL6	  1EH.	  
	  
	  

mailto:info@cybermoor.org.uk


Orange	  Personal	  Communications	  Services	  Ltd.,	  
Media	  House,	  	  
Bartley	  Wood	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Hook,	  
Hampshire,	  	  
RG27	  9UP.	  
	  
T	  Mobile	  (UK)	  Limited	  (Property),	  
Hatfield	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Frobisher	  Way,	  	  
Hertfordshire,	  	  
Hatfield,	  	  
AL10	  9SL.	  
	  
Telefonica	  UK	  Limited,	  
260	  Bath	  Road,	  	  
Berkshire,	  	  
Slough,	  	  
SL1	  4DX.	  
	  
Virgin	  Media	  Limited,	  
St	  James	  Court,	  	  
Great	  Park	  Road,	  	  
Almondsbury	  Park,	  
Bradley	  Stoke,	  	  
Bristol,	  	  
BS32	  4QJ.	  
	  
Vodafone	  Limited,	  
Vodafone	  House,	  	  
The	  Connection,	  	  
Berkshire,	  	  
Newbury,	  	  
RG14	  2FN.	  
	  
Wildcard	  Networks,	  
Reliance	  House,	  
Skinnerburn	  Road,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
NE4	  7AN.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Community	  Facilities/Education.	  
	  
Children's	  Services	  
Daljit	  Lally	  
Executive	  Director	  of	  Wellbeing	  &	  Community	  Health	  Services	  (including	  Children's	  Services)	  
County	  Hall	  
Morpeth	  
Northumberland	  
NE61	  2EF	  
	  
Maurice	  Hall	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Duchess's	  Community	  High	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DH	  
	  admin@dchs-‐alnwick.org	  
	  
Mrs	  S	  Hall	  
Acting	  Head	  Teacher	  
Lindisfarne	  Middle	  School	  
Lindisfarne	  Road	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1AX	  
Admin@lindisfarne.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Dawn	  Morton	  
Head	  Teacher	  
The	  Dukes	  Middle	  School	  
Hope	  House	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1UN	  
	  admin@dukes.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Mrs	  J.	  E.	  Smith	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Swansfield	  Park	  First	  School	  
The	  Avenue,	  
	  Alnwick	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE66	  1UL	  
admin@alnwicksouth.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Mr	  Gavin	  Johnston	  
Head	  Teacher	  
St	  Michael's	  C	  of	  E	  First	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
admin@stmichaelsalnwick.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Maria	  Wilson	  
Head	  Teacher	  
St	  Paul's	  Federation	  of	  Schools	  	  

http://www.dchs-alnwick.org/contact/#top
mailto:admin@dchs-alnwick.org
mailto:admin@dukes.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:admin@stmichaelsalnwick.northumberland.sch.uk


South	  Road	  
Alnwick,	  
	  Northumberland	  	  
NE66	  2NU	  
	  admin@stpaulsrcvafirst.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Colin	  Bradshaw	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Barndale	  House	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1DQ	  
Admin@barndalehouse.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
S.	  Stafford	  
Manager	  
The	  Pottergate	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
pottergate.centre@btconnect.com	  
	  
	  
Cathy	  Jacobs	  
	  Lindisfarne	  Adult	  Learning	  Centre	  
Lindisfarne	  Road,	  
	  Alnwick,	  
	  NE66	  1AX	  
	  
Hannah	  Moeini	  
Centre	  Manager	  
Alnwick	  Community	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
hannah.moeini@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Steve	  Barrigan	  
North	  Area	  Senior	  Practitioner	  
Youth	  Services	  
Alnwick	  Community	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
steve.barrigan@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Jacqui	  Gibb	  
Manager	  
Alnwick	  SureStart	  Childrens	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
Jaqui.Gibb@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  

mailto:admin@stpaulsrcvafirst.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:enquiries@thepottergatecentre.org.uk
mailto:steve.barrigan@northumberland.gov.uk/01665 602856


Chair	  of	  Trustees	  
Lionheart	  Radio	  
The	  Centre	  
27	  Fenkle	  Street	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1HW	  
studio@lionheartradio.com	  
	  
Jo	  Potts	  
Alnwick	  Playhouse	  
Bondgate	  Within	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1PQ	  
info@alnwickplayhouse.co.uk	  
	  
Deb	  Still	  
Age	  UK	  Northumberland	  
The	  Round	  House	  	  
Lintonville	  Parkway	  	  
Ashington	  	  
Northumberland	  	  
NE63	  9JZ	  
info@ageuk-‐northumberland.org.uk	  
	  
Lisa	  Lowes	  
Manager	  
Rainbow	  Day	  Nursery	  (Alnwick)	  Ltd,	  
Northumberland	  Street,	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1LT	  
info@rainbowdn.co.uk	  
	  
Tony	  Brown	  
Practise	  Manager	  
The	  Bondgate	  Practice	  
Infirmary	  Close	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  2NL	  
	  
Dr	  C	  J	  Stevenson	  
Infirmary	  Drive	  Medical	  Group	  
The	  Consulting	  Rooms	  
Infirmary	  Drive	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  	  
NE66	  2NR	  
	  
David	  Francis	  
Director,	  Community	  Action	  Northumberland	  
UNIUN	  Enterprise	  Building,	  
Front	  Street,	  
Pegswood,	  

mailto:info@rainbowdn.co.uk


Morpeth,	  
Northumberland.	  
NE61	  6RG	  
davidfrancis@ca-‐north.org.uk	  
	  
Julia	  Lyford	  
Company	  Secretary	  
Northumberland	  Community	  Development	  Network	  
Bell	  View	  Resource	  Centre.	  
33	  West	  Street.	  
Belford.	  
Northumberland	  
NE70	  7QB	  
julia@ncdn.org	  
	  
	  
Francis	  Lyford	  
SPLINTER	  Group	  
13,Cawledge	  View	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1BH	  
f.lyford@aol.com	  
	  
Nicola	  Day	  
The	  Fusiliers	  Museum	  of	  Northumberland,	  
	  Abbots	  Tower,	  
	  Alnwick	  Castle,	  	  
Alnwick,	  	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE66	  1NG	  
activitiesfusnorthld@aol.co.uk	  
	  
Sandra	  Green	  
Alnwick	  &	  District	  CAB	  
First	  Floor	  
Valuation	  Office	  Building	  	  
Wagonway	  Road	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1QL	  
alnwickcab@alnwick.f9.co.uk	  
	  
Chris	  Friend/Rev.	  David	  Archer	  
Alnwick	  Baptist	  Church	  
Lisburn	  Street,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland.	  	  
NE66	  1UR	  
info@alnwickbaptist.org.uk	  
	  
Joan	  Grindod-‐Helmn	  
Minister	  
St	  James's	  URC	  
St	  James's	  Church	  Centre	  
Pottergate	  

mailto:f.lyford@yahoo.co.uk


Alnwick	  
	  NE66	  1JW	  
minister@urc-‐stjames-‐alnwick.org.uk	  
	  
Revd	  Keith	  Osborn/Revd	  Pauline	  Fellows	  
Alnwick	  Methodist	  Church	  
Chapel	  Lane,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1XT	  
	  
Fr	  	  Phil	  Carroll	  
St	  Paul's	  R.C.	  Church	  
3,	  Prudhoe	  Villas,	  	  
Alnwick,	  	  
NE66	  1UP	  
stpaulsalnwick@aol.com	  
	  
Rev.	  Paul	  Scott/	  Rev.	  Julie	  Myles	  
St	  Michaels	  Church,	  
Bailiffgate,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1LY	  
stmichaelandstpaul@btconnect.com	  
	  
Paul	  Kiddell	  
North	  Country	  Leisure	  
Willowburn	  Sports	  &	  Leisure	  Centre	  
Willowburn	  Avenue	  
Alnwick	  
	  
The	  Secretary	  
Alnwick	  &	  District	  Sports	  Council	  
c/o	  Willowburn	  Sports	  &	  Leisure	  Centre	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Transport	  Groups	  
	  
AGE	  UK	  NORTJUMBERLAND	  
The	  Round	  House	   	  
Lintonville	  Parkway,	  ASHINGTON,	  NE63	  9JZ	  
Email:	  info@ageuk-‐northumberland.org.uk	  
	  
ALN	  VALLEY	  RAILWAY	  
Chairman:	  Martin	  Robinson,	  Email:	  toftsbank@btinternet.com	  
Secretary:	  Mark	  Hayton,	  Email:	  secretary@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk	  

	  

ALNMOUTH	  RAIL	  USER	  GROUP	  
Chairman:	  Murray	  Davies,	  E:	  murray_davies@btinternet.com	  
Secretary:	  Jean	  Barr,	  E:	  jeanwbarr@btinternet.com	  

	  
	  

mailto:info@ageuk-northumberland.org.uk
mailto:secretary@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk
mailto:murray_davies@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanwbarr@btinternet.com


BUS	  OPERATORS	  
ARRIVA	  PLC,	  ARRIVA	  NORTH	  EAST	  
Admiral	  Way,	  Doxford	  International	  Business	  Park,	  SUNDERLAND,	  SR3	  3XP	  
	  
TRAVELSURE	  
Station	  Road,	  BELFORD,	  Northumberland,	  NE70	  7DT	  	  
Email:	  travelsure@travelsure.co.uk	  

 
PUBLIC	  TRANSPORT,	  	  
Sustainable	  transport	  section;	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  

	  
COMMUNITY	  TRANSPORT	  
NEED	  Ltd	  
Alnwick Fire Station,  
South Road, ALNWICK, NE66 2PA 
Email: info@needltd.co.uk 
 
Coordination:	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  	  
CONFEDERATION	  OF	  PASSENGER	  TRANSPORT	  (Private	  coach	  trade	  association)	  
Regional	  Manager	  –	  Northern:	  David	  Holding,	  	  
Email:	  davidh@cpt-‐uk.org	  Land	  and	  Business	  A	  
	  
COUNTRY	  LAND	  AND	  BUSINESS	  ASSOCIATION	  LIMITED	  
North	  Office:	  Aske	  Stables,	  Aske,	  Richmond,	  North	  Yorkshire,	  DL10	  5HG,	  	  
Email:	  north@cla.org.uk	  	  
Director	  North,	  Dorothy	  Fairburn;	  	  Email:	  dorothy.fairburn@cla.org.uk	  
	  
CTC,	  THE	  NATIONAL	  CYCLING	  CHARITY	  
Secretary	  (North	  East):	  Heather	  Evans,	  Email:	  heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net	  

	  
FREIGHT	  TRANSPORT	  ASSOCIATION	  
Northern	  Region:	  Malcolm	  Bingham,	  	  
Email:	  mbingham@fta.co.uk	  	  
	  
LIVING	  STREETS	  
Tyneside	  Area:	  Colin	  Green,	  	  
Email:	  green43@talktalk.net	  	  

	  
NATIONAL	  FARMERS	  UNION	  
Northumberland	  County	  Adviser:	  Richard	  Potts,	  	  
Email:	  richard.potts@nfu.org.uk	  

	  
NECTAR	  (North	  East	  Combined	  Transport	  Activists	  Roundtable)	  
Dr	  N	  Best,	  Policy	  Officer,	  24	  Northbourne	  Avenue,	  MORPETH,	  NE61	  1JG	  
Email:	  nickel@globalnet.co.uk	  	  	  
	  
NORTHUMBERLAND	  FIRE	  AND	  RESCUE	  SERVICE	  
Headquarters	  
West	  Hartford	  Business	  Park,	  CRAMLINGTON,	  Northumberland,	  NE23	  3JP	  
Email:	  FireReception@northumberland.gov.uk	  

mailto:info@needltd.co.uk
mailto:davidh@cpt-uk.org
mailto:north@cla.org.uk
mailto:dorothy.fairburn@cla.org.uk
mailto:heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net
mailto:mbingham@fta.co.uk
mailto:green43@talktalk.net
mailto:richard.potts@nfu.org.uk
mailto:nickel@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:FireReception@northumberland.gov.uk


	  
NORTHUMBRIA	  POLICE	  
Headquarters	  
North	  Road,	  Ponteland,	  Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  NE20	  0BL	  
	  
PASSENGER	  FOCUS	  
Passenger	  Team	  Director:	  David	  Sidebottom,	  	  
Email:	  david.sidebottom@passengerfocus.org.uk	  
	  
RAC	  FOUNDATION,	  	  
89-‐91	  Pall	  Mall,	  London,	  SW1Y	  5HS.	  Tel:	  020	  7747	  3445.	  	  
Email:	  info@racfoundation.org	  

	  
RAMBLERS	  ASSOCIATION	  	  
Secretary,	  Alnwick	  Group:	  Linda	  Law,	  	  
Email:	  ralmlaw@tiscali.co.uk	  
	  
ROYAL	  MAIL	  
Group	  Communications	  Royal	  Mail	  Group,	  100	  Victoria	  Embankment,	  LONDON,	  EC4Y	  0HQ	  
http://www.royalmailgroup.com 
	  
Alnwick	  Delivery	  Office	  
Greensfield	  Estate,	  Willowburn	  Avenue,	  ALNWICK,	  NE66	  2DD	  
	  
SUSTRANS	  
North	  East,	  Daniel	  Sheppard,	  	  	  
Email:	  Daniel.Sheppard@sustrans.org.uk	  
	  
TRAIN	  OPERATING	  COMPANIES	  
NORTHERN	  RAIL	  
Client	  &	  Stakeholder	  Manager:	  Pete	  Myers,	  Email:	  Pete.Myers@northernrail.org	  
CROSSCOUNTRY	  TRAINS	  
Head	  of	  Communications:	  Richard	  Gibson,	  Email:Richard.Gibson@crosscountrytrains.co.uk	  
EAST	  COAST	  MAIN	  LINE	  COMPANY	  	  
Head	  of	  Communications:	  Neal	  Smith,	  Email:	  neal.smith@eastcoast.co.uk	  
	  
Environmental	  Groups	  
	  
Alnwick	  Wildlife	  Group	  –	  
Colin	  Scrutton,	  	  
2,	  The	  Rise,	  	  Newcastle-‐upon-‐Tyne	  NE3	  4LT	  
	  
Northumberland	  Wildlife	  Trust	  –	  	  
Duncan	  Hutt,	  	  
Garden	  House,	  St	  Nicholas	  Park,	  	  	  
Jubilee	  Road,	  	  Gosforth,	  	  	  
Newcastle-‐upon-‐Tyne,	  	  	  
NE3	  3XT	  
	  
Aln	  Valley	  Railway	  Trust	  	  -‐	  	  
Lionheart	  Railway	  Station,	  	  

mailto:david.sidebottom@passengerfocus.org.uk
mailto:info@racfoundation.org
mailto:ralmlaw@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Daniel.Sheppard@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:Pete.Myers@northernrail.org
mailto:neal.smith@eastcoast.co.uk


Lionheart	  Enterprise	  Park,	  	  
Alnwick	  Northumberland	  NE66	  2EZ	  
	  
Alnwick	  Area	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth	  –	  	  
Lisa	  Bellamy,	  	  
Swansfield	  Stables,	  	  
Alnwick,	  NE66	  1EJ	  
	  
Alnwick	  in	  Bloom	  –	  	  
Elizabeth	  Jones,	  	  
30	  Upper	  Howick	  Street,	  	  
Alnwick,	  NE66	  1UZ	  
	  
Economic/Tourism	  Contacts	  
	  
Northumberland	  Estates	  
Colin	  Barnes	  
Alnwick	  Castle,	  Estates	  Office	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Alnwick	  Chamber	  of	  Trade	  –	  	  
Carlo	  Bagioni,	  	  
7-‐9	  Market	  St,	  	  
Alnwick	  NE66	  1SS	  	  
	  
Alnwick	  Markets	  
c/o	  Local	  Living,	  	  
27	  Fenkle	  Street	  	  
Alnwick	  NE66	  1HW	  
	  
Alnwick	  Civic	  Society	  
c/o	  Peter	  Ennor,	  	  
Prudhoe	  Street	  	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Councillors	  on	  Alnwick	  Town	  Council	  and	  Denwick	  Parish	  Council	  
	  
Residents	  -‐	  Community	  Partnership	  	  

Sandra	  Renforth	   76	  Allerburn	  Lea	   NE66	  2NQ	  
Anne	  Shilton	   12	  St	  Georges	  Cres,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AY	  
MR	  N	  A	  ADDY	   8	  PRUDHOE	  STREET	  

	  MR	  N	  A	  ADDY	   8	  PRUDHOE	  STREET	   NE661UW	  
Gary	  Easton	   22	  Westgate	  House,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1XP	  
Mrs	  K	  Swinbank	  	   62,	  Chapel	  Lands,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland	   NE66	  1ER	  

Julie	  Shackleton	  
2,	  The	  Steadings,	  Christon	  Bank,	  Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	   NE66	  1HW	  

Bruce	  Hewison	  +	  Jeannette	  
Hewison	   West	  Acre	  House,	  West	  Acres,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QA	  
Mrs	  Elizabeth	  Jones	   30	  Upper	  Howick	  Street	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  



Mr	  G	  Hall	   15	  Bridge	  Street,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland	   NE66	  1RY	  
Mrs	  Diane	  Mortimer	   14	  Merchants	  Gardens,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BZ	  
Victoria	  Ballan	   8	  Percy	  Tce,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  Ruth	  Dickinson	   17	  Denwick	  Village	   NE66	  3RE	  
Steven	  Kerr	   50	  Arkle	  Court,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BS	  
Mr	  Kenneth	  Burns	   6	  Baliffgate	  Court,	  Baliffgate,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1LY	  
David	  Farrar	   50	  Swansfield	  Park	  Road,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AR	  
Ms	  Jennifer	  Macdowell	   2	  Beaconsfield	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BX	  
Mr	  Ron	  Bernstein	   4a	  Ogle	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1XS	  
S	  Bucknell	   6	  Dodds	  Lane,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AD	  
Celie	  Nicol-‐Meap	   6	  Long	  Row,	  Embleton	  Mill	   NE66	  3DS	  
Barbara	  Woodward	   102	  Windsor	  Gardens,	  Alnwick,	   NE66	  1LR	  
Penelope	  N.	  Perkins	   6	  Ravensmede	   NE66	  2PX	  
Mr	  D	  George	   35,	  Upper	  Howick	  st,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  
R.G	  Alcock	   15	  Sprignfield	  Park,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NH	  
David	  Lovie	   2	  Chapel	  Lane,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland,	  NE66	  1XT	   NE66	  1XT	  

	   	   	  Sheila	  Cartwright	   24	  Upper	  Howick	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  
Prof	  and	  Mrs	  R	  E	  Allsop	   1	  Prudhoe	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UW	  
Maria	  Manion	   69	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NQ	  
Paul	  Russell	   4	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NJ	  
Katherine	  Williams	   Crag	  View	  Cottage,	  Alnmouth	  Road,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QG	  
Philip	  Angier	   Luraine	  House,	  Percy	  Terrace	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  E	  Angier	   Lovaine	  House,	  Percy	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  Brenda	  Burdis	   32	  The	  Dunterns,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AN	  
David	  Nicholson	   24	  Simonside	  View,	  Rothbury	   NE65	  7YQ	  
Simon	  Holmes	   1	  Narrowgate	  Court,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1HL	  
Iris	  Symmonds	   109	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QP	  
Janis	  Crook	   6	  Bondgate	  Within,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1PP	  
Kate	  Laverick	   14	  Springfield,	  Longhoughton,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  3NT	  
James	  Westmell	   3	  Castle	  Terrace,	  Warkworth	   NE65	  0UP	  
Freya	  Stone	   School	  House,	  Dispensary	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1LS	  
Kieran	  Renner	   c/o	  Gallery	  Youth,	  5	  Coronation	  Crescent,	  Belford	   NE70	  7NU	  
Mr	  M	  A	  Broch	   20	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NJ	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Waterstone	   174	  Allerburn	  Lea	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QR	  

 



Alnwick Community Partnership 

18th December 2012 

Minutes of Event 

 

Present: 

Martin Harrington   Town Council 
Brian Watson   Abbeyfield 
Pat Holt    Resident 
Jabin Cussins   Cussins Ltd 
Philip Angier    Local Living 
Steph Linnell    George F White 
David Lovie    Alnwick Civic Society 
Ian McRae    Gallery Youth 
Sue Patience    Gallery Youth 
Bill Grisdale    Town Council 
Alan Symmonds   Town Council 
Gordon Castle   Town Council 
Hannah Moeini   Alnwick Community Centre 
Bill Batey    Clerk Town Council 
Peter Biggers   Consultant for the neighbourhood plan 
John Taylor    Denwick Parish Council 
Kevin Bartlett    County Council 
Charlotte Colver   County Council 
Martin Murphy   Transport lead 
 
The meeting was opened by Alan Symmonds, Mayor of Alnwick who introduced the 
new “Options for the Future” document 
 
Peter Biggers then gave an update on progress during the last 6 months that had led 
to the  production of the document. It was noted that some of the proposals would 
not form part of the final plan, but would be included in an accompanying community 
action plan 
The questionnaire was a pared down version of the plan with opportunities for 
people to add further comments 
 
Sue patience then described how the community was to be engaged during the 
consultation period.  

• Using market stalls (25th January, 9th or 16th February) 
• Leaflet in the Cryer in January to all Alnwick households, Denwick delivery by 

hand 
• Christmas market stall 
• From the first questionnaire a demographic of respondents had been 

produced and gaps identified. These gaps will be filled by targeted work e.g. 
sheltered accommodation (elderly), disability groups (Barnsdale), young 
people 



• There will also be more open meetings, radio broadcasts and the web site. 
Any other ideas to widen the consultation should be sent to Sue 
 
There was then an opportunity to look around the display boards and discuss issues 
with topic leads. 
 
Next Steps: 

• Consultation returns 
• Analysis 
• Draft Plan (with advice from the county Council and Locality (consultants), to 

ensure that there is consensus on the plan and it is not controversial/in 
conflict with other plans 

• Examination in public by an independent inspector 
• Referendum 

 
Throughout the process the web site will be used to publish all relevant documents. 
 
Timescale:  
Autumn 2013 for the examination in public 
Early 2014 for the referendum 
 
 
 



















































































Consultation period for draft 
plan – look out for exhibitions 

and open discussion  
events

Early May – Mid June 2014

Prepare final draft 
neighbourhood plan for 

submission to Northumberland 
County Council

July/August 2014

Period for NCC to publicise  
the submitted Neighbourhood 

Plan

September/October 2014

Independent examination  
of the plan

November 2014

Referendum with everyone  
in the plan area eligible  

to vote

January 2015

Adoption of the plan by NCC

February 2015



	  

	  

PRESS	  RELEASE	  
Saturday	  8th	  June	  2013	  

	  

Come	  and	  get	  involved	  –	  have	  your	  say	  on	  Alnwick’s	  development	  
plan.	  

Where	  should	  any	  further	  new	  housing	  or	  commercial	  development	  go	  in	  
Alnwick,	  what	  improvements	  should	  we	  make	  to	  transport	  networks,	  where	  can	  
we	  accommodate	  new	  open	  space?	  	  

The	  Steering	  Group	  for	  the	  Alnwick	  &	  Denwick	  Neighbourhood	  Plan	  is	  moving	  
on	  to	  the	  next	  stage	  with	  a	  consultation	  event	  to	  develop	  proposals	  highlighted	  
in	  the	  recent	  public	  questionnaire	  and	  these	  are	  some	  of	  the	  questions	  we	  would	  
like	  your	  help	  to	  answer.	  

This	  Community	  Partnership	  event	  will	  take	  place	  on	  Tuesday	  18th	  June	  at	  St	  
James’s	  Church	  Centre,	  Pottergate,	  Alnwick,	  starting	  with	  refreshments	  at	  6pm	  
followed	  by	  an	  update	  on	  progress	  by	  the	  plan	  co-‐ordinator,	  Peter	  Biggers,	  and	  
then	  an	  overview	  by	  Town	  Clerk	  Bill	  Batey	  of	  the	  results	  of	  the	  recent	  
questionnaire.	  

County	  Council	  Staff	  will	  then	  outline	  the	  special	  characteristics	  of	  Alnwick	  and	  
any	  developments	  already	  in	  the	  pipeline	  that	  influence	  	  future	  changes	  in	  the	  
town	  and	  where	  new	  development	  can	  go	  .	  	  

A	  practical	  session,	  using	  maps	  etc,	  focussing	  on	  the	  various	  topic	  areas	  will	  
follow,	  giving	  an	  opportunity	  for	  everyone	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  thinking	  about	  
proposals	  for	  the	  plan.	  Outcomes	  will	  be	  fed	  into	  an	  overview	  session	  at	  the	  end.	  

Bill	  Batey	  said	  “…this	  is	  an	  exciting	  stage	  of	  the	  plan	  when	  we	  begin	  to	  make	  
proposals	  about	  what	  changes	  should	  be	  made	  in	  the	  town	  and	  we	  need	  your	  views	  
and	  opinions	  and	  urge	  you	  to	  come	  along	  and	  take	  part	  in	  the	  discussion”.	  

For	  further	  information	  see	  the	  A&DNP	  website	  –	  www.alnwick-‐and-‐denwick-‐
plan.org.uk	  	  -‐	  or	  phone	  Bill	  Batey	  on	  07971	  810267.	  

	  

/ends/	  

http://www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
http://www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk


ADNP	  –	  Thursday	  	  18th	  September	  2014	  

Evening	  	  6pm	  -‐8.30pm,	  St	  James’s	  Church	  Centre	  

Attendance	  List	  

Name	   Organisation	  
Philip	  Angier	  	   Local	  Living	  
Madeline	  Russell	   Alnwick	  Guides	  
Frances	  Allsop	   Resident	  
Mike	  &	  Gina	  Christian	   Residents	  
Ronnie	  Baird	  	   Cussins	  -‐Developer	  
Gavin	  Johnstone	  &	  Janice	  Ramezanpour	  	   St	  Michael’s	  School	  
Adriene	  Rowley	  &	  Mike	  Gunning	  	   Age	  UK	  
Jan	  Anderson,	  Sharon	  Spurling,	  Suzanne	  
Stanley	  	  

Newton	  on	  the	  Moor	  /Swarland	  Parish	  
Council	  

Roger	  Styring	   Lesbury	  Parish	  Council	  
Joan	  Grimrod	  Helm	  	   St	  James	  Church	  
David	  Taylor	   Alnwick	  Chamber	  of	  Trade	  
Fiona	  Yeoman	   Resident	  
Colin	  Wakeling	   Travelsure	  
Alasdair	  &	  Shelia	  Pratt	   Residents	  
Ron	  Bernstein	  and	  Tom	  Spence	  	   Aln	  Valley	  Railway	  
Rosalee	  Cooke-‐Jury	   Resident	  
Liz	  Juppenlatz	  	   Student	  Researcher	  
Heather	  Cairns	  	   NCC	  Councillor	  
Peter	  Ennor	  	   Civic	  Society	  
Kate	  Cairns	  	   County	  Councillor	  
Richard	  McKenzie	   NCC	  Highways	  &	  Transport	  
Linda	  Veron	  	   NCC	  Education	  
Chris	  Frater	   Resident	  
David	  Turnbull	   Resident	  
Susan	  &	  Stanley	  Trafford	   Residents	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  H	  Taylor	   Residents	  
Susan	  Bell	   Resident	  
Councillor	  J	  and	  Mrs	  Humphries	   Town	  Councillor	  and	  resident	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  M	  Buchanan	   Residents	  
Councillor	  Pat	  Holt	   Town	  Councillor	  
Peter	  Rutherford	   NCC-‐	  Planning	  
Kevin	  Bartlett	   NCC-‐Locality	  
Councillor	  Alan	  Symmonds	   Town	  Councillor	  
Councillor	  David	  Farrar	   Town	  Councillor	  
	  

Plus	  members	  of	  the	  ADNP	  Steering	  group,	  including	  the	  topic	  leads	  



ALNWICK & DENWICK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 
PROGRAMME FOR WORKSHOP WITH COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP ON DEVELOPING PROPOSALS FOR THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Tuesday 18 June 2013 – 6.00– 9.00pm  

 
St James Church Hall, Pottergate, Alnwick 

 
6.00  Refreshments, Introductions and Welcome 
 

6.30  Progress on the plan since the last meeting Peter Biggers 
 

    Overview of the results from the Issues and Options consultation Bill Batey 
 
6.45  Understanding spatial constraints on the plan and assets of the plan area that 

may influence decisions on location of proposals (Facilitated by NCC staff) 
 

   Understanding what development is already committed (Facilitated by NCC 
staff) 
 

7.10  Identifying the opportunities for various proposals by topic– Group work led 
by topic leads.  
 

- Brief 2 minute introductions from each of the topic leads on the main proposals so 
far 

- Participants will be asked in advance to choose two topic areas they wish to discuss 
proposals for in detail 
- Participants will spend 30 minutes discussing 1st topic considering which proposals 

they are happy with , which are non-negotiable which need to be amended then move 
to a second topic and spend a further 30 minutes discussing that in the same way. 

 
8.30  What arrangement of plan proposals gives us the best and most sustainable 
development strategy for the plan Plenary session – groups feeding back their 

thinking. 
The evening will finish with attendees being asked to take part in electronic voting to 

consider how sustainable the plan proposals are in terms of environmental, economic 
and social outcomes. 
 

9.00  Close 
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan?
The Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan is a 
new type of planning document that gives local 

people more say about what goes on in their 
area. It sets out a vision of how we all want to 

live, what we need to improve our daily lives and 
how these changes should happen.  

It’s your chance to have your say about  
the future of your town.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

As a resident of Alnwick and Denwick, you 
may have already taken part in the first 
consultations that informed the Plan. You can 
see these on the Plan website here: 

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 

These ideas and concerns have shaped the 
Draft Plan and its associated Community Action 
Proposals, which will be the framework for 
important decisions up until 2031. 

In future, Northumberland County Council 
will have to take The Plan into account when it 
decides on big issues such as where new houses 
and jobs should go or how the town centre 
should change. 

But it’s about so much more than this.

It also looks at schools, sports and leisure 
facilities, transport and our unique landscape 
and heritage. Take just a few minutes to find out 
why this Plan is so important to you and to all of 
us here in Alnwick and Denwick.

This Plan  
is a draft.  

It’s  
waiting  
for your  

views and comments. 
These will be reflected in the final version  
of The Plan – when you will get the chance  

to vote on it in a local referendum.  
This should take place in 2015. 

As long as more than half of those voting 
approve the plan, it will be adopted.  
That means planners and councillors  

will have to take it into account  
in future decisions.

So what should you do next? 
If you want to read  The Plan, including the Community 

Action Proposals, you can find it on our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk

Look out for our shop window displays around Alnwick 
and our stalls at events in the Market Place. Come and 
let us know what you think at our drop-in day at the  

St James’s Centre, Pottergate in September. 

Fill in our feedback form and send in your views by post 
to the Town Council at Cemetery Lodge Office, South 

Road, Alnwick NE66 2PH or via the drop-off points 
listed on the feedback form by 29th September 2014.

Watch out for details of the referendum – they’ll be  
sent to every household next year and it’s essential  

that you vote. 

Don’t miss this chance to shape the future  
you want to see in Alnwick and Denwick.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



 HOUSING

Because Alnwick and Denwick is such a beautiful 
place to live, demand for homes is high – and so 
are prices. The Plan says we need more land for 
around 700 more new homes in the next sixteen 
years, some of which should be affordable for local 
need. Land to the south and east of the town  
is earmarked for new housing. 

We should also provide a good mix  
of homes for young people and  
the growing numbers of elderly  
people. 

ECONOMY AND  
EMPLOYMENT

Providing jobs and a healthy  
economy is essential to the future  
of Alnwick and Denwick. The Plan  
sets out where new businesses  
should be developed. It looks at  
the importance of the town  
centre and tourism. It encourages  
opportunities for jobs and training for  
our young people.

TOWN CENTRE 
AND RETAIL

We all need a good selection of shops.  
The Plan asks for improved town centre  
shopping in Alnwick, better shop fronts and   
a revitalised Market Place. Out of town shopping 
should only go ahead if it will not harm the  
town centre.

COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES

Important buildings such as local sports centres, 
meeting halls, The Playhouse and the library should 
be protected. Money needs to be spent to make 
sure they are in good condition. The Plan asks for 
better venues for sports, play and youth activities. 

EDUCATION

We need a new high school. The site at Greensfield 
is safeguarded in the Plan and will be developed 
over the next couple of years. There are no plans to 
relocate middle schools at present but if the middle 
school sites become available the plan requires that 
the land should have a mix of uses including sport, 
adult and pre-school education and housing. 

HEALTH

Although a new hospital is being built  
at Cramlington, The Plan says Alnwick  
Infirmary’s outpatients, minor injuries and maternity 
units should be protected, as well as the two major 
GP practices and other local health services.

TRANSPORT

The Plan looks at every aspect of getting  
around, from traffic and parking to an  
improved bus station, from better cycle routes  
to well-maintained footpaths and increased 
priority for pedestrians in the town centre.

ENVIRONMENT

We’re lucky to have such a beautiful area to live in 
and we need to ensure it is not spoiled. The Plan 
asks for green spaces and nature conservation sites 
to be provided and protected, along with  
allotments and trees. Schemes should be  
brought in to prevent flooding. Small green  
energy projects should be supported  
and recycling should be made easier.

HERITAGE AND 
DESIGN

This is about so much more than castles and old 
buildings! The Plan asks for the centre of  
Alnwick to be protected. It suggests ways  
of making sure the roads into Alnwick and  
Denwick are attractive, that there are  
not too many signs and that our landscape  
is not harmed by over-development. 

CULTURE

We know Alnwick is an important centre for 
culture, with its annual festivals and places like 
Alnwick Castle, the Playhouse, Bailiffgate Museum 
and Barter Books. At a time when money for 
the arts is tight, The Plan looks at ways in which 
cultural events and activities can be  
supported and encouraged.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
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Proposals Map Key
. Proposed Access Points

Housing Sites With Full Planning Permission
Housing Sites Proposed - Policy H2
Employment Sites With Planning Permission
Employment Sites Proposed - Policy E2
Employment Site Regeneration - Policy E3
New Access Road
Outdoor Playing Pitches - Policy CF3
Cycle Track
New School Site - Policy CF4
Future Use of Middle School Sites - Policy CF5
Future Use of Medical Facilities - Policy CF8
Safeguarded Former Rail Lines for Walking & Cycling - Policy TRA1 & 2
Safeguarded Aln Valley Rail Corridor - Policy TRA5
Natural & Semi Natural Green Space - Policy ENV1
Designated Local Green Space - Policy ENV5
Sites of Nature Conservation Interest - Policy ENV6
Proposed Allotment Site - Policy ENV7
Green Walking & Cycling Routes - Policy ENV10
Alnwick Conservation Area - Policy HD6
Area of Appraisal for Proposed Denwick Conservation Area
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Market Place - Policy TCR5
Future Use of Bus Station Site - Policy TRA3
Housing Sites With Full Planning Permission
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Designated Local Green Space - Policy ENV5
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Freepost RSTT-KXZU-HJHU
Alnwick Town Council
Cemetery Lodge Office
South Road
ALNWICK
NE66 2PH

How to fold the questionnaire

1 Fold the questionnaire 
in half with address 
side  showing.

2 Fold along dotted lines 
as shown - bottom third 
folds up.

3 Fold top third down and 
tuck into the bottom 
third as shown.

The questionnaire 
should now be like this

4

Once folded, pop it into any postbox - it is pre-addressed and free to post - no stamp needed!

Public Consultation  
4th August 2014  

to 29th September 2014

Feedback Form
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN ONE FORM  

FOR EVERY COMMENT MADE

Name 

Organisation (if relevant)  

Address 

    Postcode

Email

Tel. No.

 

Chapter

Page Number

Paragraph / Section 

Policy Number

Community Action Proposal

Supporting

Objecting

Making a Comment

OFFICE USE ONLY  

Consultee No. 

Representation No.

Please use the 
space overleaf 

for your 
comments.

Please state which part of  
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan  
your comment refers to.

Please complete boxes which apply,  
or leave blank if you are making  
a general comment.

Are you supporting, objecting,  
or making a comment?  
Please tick box.

Additional forms are available from  
The Clerk, Alnwick Town Council  
(telephone 01665 714922 or email: 
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk) or they can  
be downloaded from our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



Thank you for your time and interest.  

Please return this form by email to:   
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk

Or by post to:  The Clerk,  Alnwick Town Council, 
Cemetery Lodge Office, South Road, Alnwick NE66 2PH

Or to the drop-off points at:
Post Offices, Alnwick Library, Alnwick Tourist Information Centre,  
Willowburn Sports & Leisure Centre, Alnwick Playhouse. 

Responses  
must be received by 

5.00pm 
on Monday  

29th September 
2014



Public Consultation  
4th August 2014  

to 29th September 2014

Feedback Form
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN ONE FORM  

FOR EVERY COMMENT MADE

Name 

Organisation (if relevant)  

Address 

    Postcode

Email
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OFFiCE USE ONLY  

Consultee No. 

Representation No.

Please use the 
space overleaf 

for your 
comments.

Please state which part of  
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan  
your comment refers to.

Please complete boxes which apply,  
or leave blank if you are making  
a general comment.

Are you supporting, objecting,  
or making a comment?  
Please tick box.

Additional forms are available from  
The Clerk, Alnwick Town Council  
(telephone 01665 714922 or email: 
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk) or they can  
be downloaded from our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk





Thank you for your time and interest.  

Please return this form by email to:   
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk

Or by post to:  The Clerk,  Alnwick Town Council, 
Cemetery Lodge Office, South Road, Alnwick NE66 2PH

Or to the drop-off points at:
Post Offices, Alnwick Library, Alnwick Tourist Information Centre,  
Willowburn Sports & Leisure Centre, Alnwick Playhouse. 

Responses  
must be received by 

5.00pm 
on Monday  

29th September 
2014
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What is the 
Neighbourhood Plan?
The Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood 
Plan is a new type of planning document 
that gives local people more say about 
what goes on in their area. It sets out a 
vision of how we all want to live, what we 
need to improve our daily lives and how 
these changes should happen. 

As a resident of Alnwick and Denwick, 
you may have already taken part in the 
first consultations that informed the Plan. 
You can see these on the Plan website. 

These ideas and concerns have shaped the 
Draft Plan and its associated Community 
Action Proposals, which will be the 
framework for important decisions up  
until 2031. 

In future, Northumberland County Council 
will have to take The Plan into account 
when it decides on big issues such as 

where new houses and jobs should go or 
how the town centre should change. 

But it’s about so much more than this.
It also looks at schools, sports and leisure 
facilities, transport and our unique 
landscape and heritage. Take just a few 
minutes to find out why this Plan is so 
important to you and to all of us here in 
Alnwick and Denwick.

This Plan is a draft.  
It’s waiting for your 
views and comments. 
These will be reflected in the final version  
of The Plan – when you will get the chance  
to vote on it in a local referendum.  
This should take place in 2015. 
As long as more than half of those voting 
approve the plan, it will be adopted.  
That means planners and councillors  
will have to take it into account  
in future decisions.

It’s your chance to have your say about the future  
of your town.

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk



HOUSING
Because Alnwick and Denwick is such a beautiful place to 
live, demand for homes is high – and so are prices. The Plan 
says we need more land for around 700 more new homes in 
the next sixteen years, some of which should be affordable 
for local need. Land to the south and east of the town is 

earmarked for new housing. 
We should also provide a good mix of homes  
for young people and the growing numbers  
of elderly people. 

TOWN CENTRE & RETAIL
We all need a good selection of shops. The Plan  
asks for improved town centre shopping in Alnwick,  
better shop fronts and  a revitalised Market Place.  
Out of town shopping should only go ahead if it  
will not harm the town centre.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Important buildings such as local sports centres, meeting halls, 
The Playhouse and the library should be protected. Money 
needs to be spent to make sure they are in good condition.  
The Plan asks for better venues for sports, play & youth activities. 

HEALTH
Although a new hospital is being built at Cramlington, The Plan 
says Alnwick Infirmary’s outpatients, minor injuries  
and maternity units should be protected, as well as the  
two major GP practices and other local health services.



ECONOMY & EMPLOYMENT
Providing jobs and a healthy economy is essential to 
the future of Alnwick and Denwick. The Plan sets  
out where new businesses should be developed. 
It looks at the importance of the town centre and 
tourism. It encourages opportunities for jobs and 
training for our young people.

EDUCATION
We need a new high school. The site at Greensfield is 
safeguarded in the Plan and will be developed over the next 
couple of years. There are no plans to relocate middle schools 
at present but if the middle school sites become available 
the plan requires that the land should have a mix of uses 
including sport, adult and pre-school education and housing. 

TRANSPORT
The Plan looks at every aspect of getting around, from  
traffic and parking to an improved bus station, from  
better cycle routes to well-maintained footpaths and  
increased priority for pedestrians in the town centre.

ENVIRONMENT
We’re lucky to have such a beautiful area to live in and we 
need to ensure it is not spoiled. The Plan asks for green  
spaces and nature conservation sites to be provided and 
protected, along with allotments and trees. Schemes should  
be brought in to prevent flooding. Small green energy projects 
should be supported and recycling should be made easier.



HERITAGE & DESIGN
This is about so much more than castles and old  
buildings! The Plan asks for the centre of Alnwick to  
be protected. It suggests ways of making sure the  
roads into Alnwick and Denwick are attractive, that  
there are not too many signs and that our landscape  
is not harmed by over-development. 

CULTURE
We know Alnwick is an important centre for culture, with its 
annual festivals and places like Alnwick Castle, the Playhouse, 
Bailiffgate Museum and Barter Books. At a time when money 
for the arts is tight, The Plan looks at ways in which cultural 
events and activities can be supported and encouraged.

So what should you do next? 
If you want to read  The Plan, including the 
Community Action Proposals, you can find it on 
our website:  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk
Look out for our shop window displays around 
Alnwick and our stalls at events in the Market Place. 
Come and let us know what you think at our drop-in 
day at the St James’s Centre, Pottergate in September. 

Fill in our feedback form and send in your views by 
post to the Town Council at Cemetery Lodge Office, 
South Road, Alnwick NE66 2PH or via the drop-off 
points listed on the feedback form by  
29th September 2014.
Watch out for details of the referendum – they’ll be  
sent to every household next year and it’s essential  
that you vote. 

Don’t miss this chance to shape the future you want to see in Alnwick and Denwick.





Alnwick and Denwick Parishes have been working hard 
preparing a new type of plan called a Neighbourhood Plan. 
The draft plan is out on consultation until 29th September.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 
Neighbourhood planning helps town and parish councils to prepare a plan for their area,  

in close consultation with residents, businesses and other local organisations. 

Why are we doing it? 
The draft Plan has been drawn up by a Steering Group of volunteers from the town and 

parish and in response to your input over the last couple of years.  
It is very much Your Plan for Your Town helping to shape Your Future.

It’s a plan that looks forward optimistically and lays out policies and proposals for the future 
growth and development of Alnwick whilst ensuring that our great heritage and fabulous 

environment continues to be protected – but have we got it right?

Use our Feedback Forms to give us your views but make sure  
you get those back to us via the collection boxes around town  
or by post by the  
29th of September.

Where  
can I get  

further  
information?  

Further information is available  
from Alnwick Town Council.

Contact Bill Batey  
(Chief Officer and Town Clerk)  

Telephone  
07971 810267  

or email  
clerk@alnwick-tc.gov.uk  

or visit  
www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 



Alnwick	  and	  Denwick	  Consultation	  Bodies	  

Local	  Planning	  Authority	  

Karen	  Ledger	  
Northumberland	  County	  Council,	  
County	  Hall,	  	  
Morpeth,	  	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE61	  2EF.	  
Tel.:	  01670623430	  
Email:	  karen.Ledger@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Adjoining	  Parish	  Councils	  
	  
Mrs	  C	  Miller	  clerk	  to	  Edlingham	  Parish	  Council,	  
14	  Addycombe	  Close,	  
Rothbury,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE65	  7QF.	  
Tel.:	  01669	  621565	  
Email:	  rothburyparishcouncil@hotmail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  A	  Smith	  clerk	  to	  Eglingham	  Parish	  Council,	  
25	  Blakelaw	  Court,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE66	  1BY.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  603755	  
Email:	  amycartmell@googlemail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  E	  Taylor	  clerk	  to	  Lesbury	  Parish	  Council,	  
Rivendell,	  
Steppey	  Lane,	  
Lesbury,	  	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3PU.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  830040	  
Email:	  lesburyparishclerk@googlemail.com	  
	  
Mrs	  E	  Taylor	  clerk	  to	  Longhoughton	  Parish	  Council,	  
Rivendell,	  
Steppey	  Lane,	  
Lesbury,	  	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3PU.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  830040	  
Email:	  parishclerk@hotmail.com	  

mailto:karen.Ledger@northumberland.gov.uk
mailto:lesburyparishclerk@googlemail.com


Ms	  W	  Pattison	  clerk	  to	  Rennington	  Parish	  Council,	  
11	  Rock	  Village,	  
Rock,	  
Alnwick,	  
NE66	  3SD.	  
Tel.:	  01665	  579137	  
Email:	  wpdenwick@btinternet.com	  
	  
Miss	  CM	  Miller	  clerk	  to	  Hedgeley	  Parish	  Council,	  
14	  Addycombe	  Close,	  
Rothbury,	  
Northumberland,	  
NE65	  7QF.	  
Tel.:	  01669	  621565	  
Email:	  Hedgeleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Coal	  Authority	  
Planning	  and	  Local	  Authority	  Liaison,	  
The	  Coal	  Authority,	  
200	  Lichfield	  Lane,	  
Berry	  Lane,	  
Mansfield,	  
Nottinghamshire,	  
NG18	  4RG.	  
Email:	  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk	  
	  
Homes	  and	  Communities	  Agency	  
Homes	  and	  Communities	  Agency,	  
St	  George's	  House,	  
Kingsway,	  
Team	  Valley,	  
Gateshead,	  
NE11	  0NA.	  
	  
Natural	  England	  
Consultation	  Service,	  
Natural	  England,	  
Hornbeam	  House,	  
Electra	  Way,	  
Crewe	  Business	  Park,	  
Crewe,	  
Chesshire,	  
CW1	  6GJ.	  
Email:	  consultations@naturalengland.org.uk	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk


The	  Environment	  Agency	  
Planning	  Consultations,	  
Environment	  Agency,	  
Tyneside	  House,	  
Skinnerburn	  Road,	  
Newcastle	  Business	  Park,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  tyne,	  
NE4	  7AR.	  
Email:	  planning.nane@environment-‐agency.gov.uk	  
	  
Historic	  Buildings	  and	  Monuments	  Commission	  for	  England	  
Mr	  Alan	  Hunter	  (Regional	  Planner)	  
English	  Heritage,	  
41-‐44	  Sandgate,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
NE1	  3	  JF.	  
Email:	  alan.hunter@english-‐	  heritage.org.uk	  
	  
Network	  Rail	  Infrastructure	  Limited	  
Network	  Rail	  Infrastructure	  Limited,	  
George	  Stephenson	  House,	  
Toft	  Hill,	  
York,	  
Y01	  6JT.	  
	  
The	  Highways	  Agency	  
Asset	  Development	  Team	  -‐	  Yorkshire	  and	  North	  East,	  
Highways	  Agency,	  
Lateral,	  
8	  City	  Walk,	  
Leeds,	  
LS11	  9	  AT.	  
Email:	  planningYNE	  @highways.gsi.gov.uk	  
	  
The	  Marine	  Management	  Organisation	  
Ms	  Angela	  Atkinson	  
PO	  Box	  1275,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE99	  5BN.	  
Tel.	  01913762589	  
Email:	  Angela.Atkinson@marinemanagement.org.uk	  
	  
Relevant	  Primary	  Care	  Trust	  
Steph	  Edusei	  (Strategic	  Head	  of	  Corporate	  Affairs)	  
NHS	  Northumberland	  Clinical	  Commissioning	  Group,	  
County	  Hall,	  
Morpeth,	  

mailto:planning.nane@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Angela.Atkinson@marinemanagement.org.uk


Northumberland,	  
NE61	  2	  EF.	  
Tel.:	  01670	  335	  161	  
Email:	  stephanie.edusei@nhs.net	  
	  
Any	  person	  to	  whom	  a	  licence	  has	  been	  granted	  under	  section	  6(1)(b)	  and	  (c)	  of	  the	  Electricity	  Act	  
1989.	  
Northern	  Powergrid,	  
Records	  and	  Information,	  
Manor	  House,	  
Station	  Road,	  
Penshaw,	  
Houghton	  le	  Spring,	  
County	  Durham,	  
DH4	  7LA.	  
	  
National	  Grid,	  
National	  Grid	  House,	  
Warwick,	  
Warwickshire,	  
CV34	  6DA.	  
	  
Any	  a	  person	  to	  whom	  a	  licence	  has	  been	  granted	  under	  section	  7(2)	  of	  the	  Gas	  Act	  1986.	  
Northern	  Gas	  Networks,	  
1100	  Century	  Way,	  
Thorp	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Colton,	  
Leeds,	  
LS15	  8TU.	  
	  
Sewerage	  undertaker	  
New	  Development	  Team	  (Planning),	  
Northumbrian	  Water	  Limited,	  
Leat	  House,	  
Pattinson	  Road,	  
Washington,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE38	  8LB.	  
	  
Water	  undertaker	  
New	  Development	  Team	  (Planning),	  
Northumbrian	  Water	  Limited,	  
Leat	  House,	  
Pattinson	  Road,	  
Washington,	  
Tyne	  and	  Wear,	  
NE38	  8LB.	  
	  



Any	  person	  to	  whom	  the	  electronic	  communications	  code	  applies	  
Mono	  Consultants,	  
48	  St.	  Vincent	  Street,	  	  
Glasgow,	  
Lanarkshire,	  	  
G2	  5TS.	  
	  
Any	  person	  who	  owns	  or	  controls	  electronic	  communications	  apparatus	  situated	  in	  any	  part	  of	  the	  
area	  of	  the	  local	  planning	  authority	  	  
	  
Avonline,	  
42	  Ashton	  Vale	  Road,	  
Ashton	  Vale,	  
Bristol,	  
BS3	  2AX.	  
Email:	  info@avonline.co.uk	  
Office:	  0117	  953	  1111	  
Fax:	  0117	  953	  0307	  
	  
British	  Telecommunications	  Plc.,	  
Openreach	  Newsites	  PP	  4AB,	  	  
21-‐23	  Carliol	  Square,	  	  
Newcastle	  CTE,	  	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  	  
NE1	  1BB.	  
	  
Cybermoor,	  
Town	  Hall,	  
Front	  Street,	  
Alston,	  
CA9	  3RF.	  
Tel.:01434	  382808	  
Email:	  info@cybermoor.org.uk	  
	  
Everything	  Everywhere	  Limited,	  
Hatfield	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Hertfordshire,	  	  
Hatfield,	  	  
AL10	  9BW.	  
	  
Hutchinson	  3G	  UK	  Limited,	  
Star	  House,	  	  
20	  Grenfell	  Road,	  	  
Maidenhead,	  
Berkshire,	  	  
SL6	  1EH.	  
	  
	  

mailto:info@cybermoor.org.uk


Orange	  Personal	  Communications	  Services	  Ltd.,	  
Media	  House,	  	  
Bartley	  Wood	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Hook,	  
Hampshire,	  	  
RG27	  9UP.	  
	  
T	  Mobile	  (UK)	  Limited	  (Property),	  
Hatfield	  Business	  Park,	  	  
Frobisher	  Way,	  	  
Hertfordshire,	  	  
Hatfield,	  	  
AL10	  9SL.	  
	  
Telefonica	  UK	  Limited,	  
260	  Bath	  Road,	  	  
Berkshire,	  	  
Slough,	  	  
SL1	  4DX.	  
	  
Virgin	  Media	  Limited,	  
St	  James	  Court,	  	  
Great	  Park	  Road,	  	  
Almondsbury	  Park,	  
Bradley	  Stoke,	  	  
Bristol,	  	  
BS32	  4QJ.	  
	  
Vodafone	  Limited,	  
Vodafone	  House,	  	  
The	  Connection,	  	  
Berkshire,	  	  
Newbury,	  	  
RG14	  2FN.	  
	  
Wildcard	  Networks,	  
Reliance	  House,	  
Skinnerburn	  Road,	  
Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  
NE4	  7AN.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Community	  Facilities/Education.	  
	  
Children's	  Services	  
Daljit	  Lally	  
Executive	  Director	  of	  Wellbeing	  &	  Community	  Health	  Services	  (including	  Children's	  Services)	  
County	  Hall	  
Morpeth	  
Northumberland	  
NE61	  2EF	  
	  
Maurice	  Hall	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Duchess's	  Community	  High	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DH	  
	  admin@dchs-‐alnwick.org	  
	  
Mrs	  S	  Hall	  
Acting	  Head	  Teacher	  
Lindisfarne	  Middle	  School	  
Lindisfarne	  Road	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1AX	  
Admin@lindisfarne.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Dawn	  Morton	  
Head	  Teacher	  
The	  Dukes	  Middle	  School	  
Hope	  House	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1UN	  
	  admin@dukes.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Mrs	  J.	  E.	  Smith	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Swansfield	  Park	  First	  School	  
The	  Avenue,	  
	  Alnwick	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE66	  1UL	  
admin@alnwicksouth.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Mr	  Gavin	  Johnston	  
Head	  Teacher	  
St	  Michael's	  C	  of	  E	  First	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
admin@stmichaelsalnwick.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Maria	  Wilson	  
Head	  Teacher	  
St	  Paul's	  Federation	  of	  Schools	  	  

http://www.dchs-alnwick.org/contact/#top
mailto:admin@dchs-alnwick.org
mailto:admin@dukes.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:admin@stmichaelsalnwick.northumberland.sch.uk


South	  Road	  
Alnwick,	  
	  Northumberland	  	  
NE66	  2NU	  
	  admin@stpaulsrcvafirst.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
Colin	  Bradshaw	  
Head	  Teacher	  
Barndale	  House	  School	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1DQ	  
Admin@barndalehouse.northumberland.sch.uk	  
	  
S.	  Stafford	  
Manager	  
The	  Pottergate	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
pottergate.centre@btconnect.com	  
	  
	  
Cathy	  Jacobs	  
	  Lindisfarne	  Adult	  Learning	  Centre	  
Lindisfarne	  Road,	  
	  Alnwick,	  
	  NE66	  1AX	  
	  
Hannah	  Moeini	  
Centre	  Manager	  
Alnwick	  Community	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
hannah.moeini@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Steve	  Barrigan	  
North	  Area	  Senior	  Practitioner	  
Youth	  Services	  
Alnwick	  Community	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
steve.barrigan@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  
Jacqui	  Gibb	  
Manager	  
Alnwick	  SureStart	  Childrens	  Centre	  
Howling	  Lane	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1DJ	  
Jaqui.Gibb@northumberland.gov.uk	  
	  

mailto:admin@stpaulsrcvafirst.northumberland.sch.uk
mailto:enquiries@thepottergatecentre.org.uk
mailto:steve.barrigan@northumberland.gov.uk/01665 602856


Chair	  of	  Trustees	  
Lionheart	  Radio	  
The	  Centre	  
27	  Fenkle	  Street	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1HW	  
studio@lionheartradio.com	  
	  
Jo	  Potts	  
Alnwick	  Playhouse	  
Bondgate	  Within	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1PQ	  
info@alnwickplayhouse.co.uk	  
	  
Deb	  Still	  
Age	  UK	  Northumberland	  
The	  Round	  House	  	  
Lintonville	  Parkway	  	  
Ashington	  	  
Northumberland	  	  
NE63	  9JZ	  
info@ageuk-‐northumberland.org.uk	  
	  
Lisa	  Lowes	  
Manager	  
Rainbow	  Day	  Nursery	  (Alnwick)	  Ltd,	  
Northumberland	  Street,	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1LT	  
info@rainbowdn.co.uk	  
	  
Tony	  Brown	  
Practise	  Manager	  
The	  Bondgate	  Practice	  
Infirmary	  Close	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  2NL	  
	  
Dr	  C	  J	  Stevenson	  
Infirmary	  Drive	  Medical	  Group	  
The	  Consulting	  Rooms	  
Infirmary	  Drive	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  	  
NE66	  2NR	  
	  
David	  Francis	  
Director,	  Community	  Action	  Northumberland	  
UNIUN	  Enterprise	  Building,	  
Front	  Street,	  
Pegswood,	  

mailto:info@rainbowdn.co.uk


Morpeth,	  
Northumberland.	  
NE61	  6RG	  
davidfrancis@ca-‐north.org.uk	  
	  
Julia	  Lyford	  
Company	  Secretary	  
Northumberland	  Community	  Development	  Network	  
Bell	  View	  Resource	  Centre.	  
33	  West	  Street.	  
Belford.	  
Northumberland	  
NE70	  7QB	  
julia@ncdn.org	  
	  
	  
Francis	  Lyford	  
SPLINTER	  Group	  
13,Cawledge	  View	  
Alnwick	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1BH	  
f.lyford@aol.com	  
	  
Nicola	  Day	  
The	  Fusiliers	  Museum	  of	  Northumberland,	  
	  Abbots	  Tower,	  
	  Alnwick	  Castle,	  	  
Alnwick,	  	  
Northumberland,	  	  
NE66	  1NG	  
activitiesfusnorthld@aol.co.uk	  
	  
Sandra	  Green	  
Alnwick	  &	  District	  CAB	  
First	  Floor	  
Valuation	  Office	  Building	  	  
Wagonway	  Road	  
Alnwick	  
NE66	  1QL	  
alnwickcab@alnwick.f9.co.uk	  
	  
Chris	  Friend/Rev.	  David	  Archer	  
Alnwick	  Baptist	  Church	  
Lisburn	  Street,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland.	  	  
NE66	  1UR	  
info@alnwickbaptist.org.uk	  
	  
Joan	  Grindod-‐Helmn	  
Minister	  
St	  James's	  URC	  
St	  James's	  Church	  Centre	  
Pottergate	  

mailto:f.lyford@yahoo.co.uk


Alnwick	  
	  NE66	  1JW	  
minister@urc-‐stjames-‐alnwick.org.uk	  
	  
Revd	  Keith	  Osborn/Revd	  Pauline	  Fellows	  
Alnwick	  Methodist	  Church	  
Chapel	  Lane,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1XT	  
	  
Fr	  	  Phil	  Carroll	  
St	  Paul's	  R.C.	  Church	  
3,	  Prudhoe	  Villas,	  	  
Alnwick,	  	  
NE66	  1UP	  
stpaulsalnwick@aol.com	  
	  
Rev.	  Paul	  Scott/	  Rev.	  Julie	  Myles	  
St	  Michaels	  Church,	  
Bailiffgate,	  
Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	  
NE66	  1LY	  
stmichaelandstpaul@btconnect.com	  
	  
Paul	  Kiddell	  
North	  Country	  Leisure	  
Willowburn	  Sports	  &	  Leisure	  Centre	  
Willowburn	  Avenue	  
Alnwick	  
	  
The	  Secretary	  
Alnwick	  &	  District	  Sports	  Council	  
c/o	  Willowburn	  Sports	  &	  Leisure	  Centre	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Transport	  Groups	  
	  
AGE	  UK	  NORTJUMBERLAND	  
The	  Round	  House	   	  
Lintonville	  Parkway,	  ASHINGTON,	  NE63	  9JZ	  
Email:	  info@ageuk-‐northumberland.org.uk	  
	  
ALN	  VALLEY	  RAILWAY	  
Chairman:	  Martin	  Robinson,	  Email:	  toftsbank@btinternet.com	  
Secretary:	  Mark	  Hayton,	  Email:	  secretary@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk	  

	  

ALNMOUTH	  RAIL	  USER	  GROUP	  
Chairman:	  Murray	  Davies,	  E:	  murray_davies@btinternet.com	  
Secretary:	  Jean	  Barr,	  E:	  jeanwbarr@btinternet.com	  

	  
	  

mailto:info@ageuk-northumberland.org.uk
mailto:secretary@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk
mailto:murray_davies@btinternet.com
mailto:jeanwbarr@btinternet.com


BUS	  OPERATORS	  
ARRIVA	  PLC,	  ARRIVA	  NORTH	  EAST	  
Admiral	  Way,	  Doxford	  International	  Business	  Park,	  SUNDERLAND,	  SR3	  3XP	  
	  
TRAVELSURE	  
Station	  Road,	  BELFORD,	  Northumberland,	  NE70	  7DT	  	  
Email:	  travelsure@travelsure.co.uk	  

 
PUBLIC	  TRANSPORT,	  	  
Sustainable	  transport	  section;	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  

	  
COMMUNITY	  TRANSPORT	  
NEED	  Ltd	  
Alnwick Fire Station,  
South Road, ALNWICK, NE66 2PA 
Email: info@needltd.co.uk 
 
Coordination:	  Northumberland	  County	  Council	  	  
CONFEDERATION	  OF	  PASSENGER	  TRANSPORT	  (Private	  coach	  trade	  association)	  
Regional	  Manager	  –	  Northern:	  David	  Holding,	  	  
Email:	  davidh@cpt-‐uk.org	  Land	  and	  Business	  A	  
	  
COUNTRY	  LAND	  AND	  BUSINESS	  ASSOCIATION	  LIMITED	  
North	  Office:	  Aske	  Stables,	  Aske,	  Richmond,	  North	  Yorkshire,	  DL10	  5HG,	  	  
Email:	  north@cla.org.uk	  	  
Director	  North,	  Dorothy	  Fairburn;	  	  Email:	  dorothy.fairburn@cla.org.uk	  
	  
CTC,	  THE	  NATIONAL	  CYCLING	  CHARITY	  
Secretary	  (North	  East):	  Heather	  Evans,	  Email:	  heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net	  

	  
FREIGHT	  TRANSPORT	  ASSOCIATION	  
Northern	  Region:	  Malcolm	  Bingham,	  	  
Email:	  mbingham@fta.co.uk	  	  
	  
LIVING	  STREETS	  
Tyneside	  Area:	  Colin	  Green,	  	  
Email:	  green43@talktalk.net	  	  

	  
NATIONAL	  FARMERS	  UNION	  
Northumberland	  County	  Adviser:	  Richard	  Potts,	  	  
Email:	  richard.potts@nfu.org.uk	  

	  
NECTAR	  (North	  East	  Combined	  Transport	  Activists	  Roundtable)	  
Dr	  N	  Best,	  Policy	  Officer,	  24	  Northbourne	  Avenue,	  MORPETH,	  NE61	  1JG	  
Email:	  nickel@globalnet.co.uk	  	  	  
	  
NORTHUMBERLAND	  FIRE	  AND	  RESCUE	  SERVICE	  
Headquarters	  
West	  Hartford	  Business	  Park,	  CRAMLINGTON,	  Northumberland,	  NE23	  3JP	  
Email:	  FireReception@northumberland.gov.uk	  

mailto:info@needltd.co.uk
mailto:davidh@cpt-uk.org
mailto:north@cla.org.uk
mailto:dorothy.fairburn@cla.org.uk
mailto:heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net
mailto:mbingham@fta.co.uk
mailto:green43@talktalk.net
mailto:richard.potts@nfu.org.uk
mailto:nickel@globalnet.co.uk
mailto:FireReception@northumberland.gov.uk


	  
NORTHUMBRIA	  POLICE	  
Headquarters	  
North	  Road,	  Ponteland,	  Newcastle	  upon	  Tyne,	  NE20	  0BL	  
	  
PASSENGER	  FOCUS	  
Passenger	  Team	  Director:	  David	  Sidebottom,	  	  
Email:	  david.sidebottom@passengerfocus.org.uk	  
	  
RAC	  FOUNDATION,	  	  
89-‐91	  Pall	  Mall,	  London,	  SW1Y	  5HS.	  Tel:	  020	  7747	  3445.	  	  
Email:	  info@racfoundation.org	  

	  
RAMBLERS	  ASSOCIATION	  	  
Secretary,	  Alnwick	  Group:	  Linda	  Law,	  	  
Email:	  ralmlaw@tiscali.co.uk	  
	  
ROYAL	  MAIL	  
Group	  Communications	  Royal	  Mail	  Group,	  100	  Victoria	  Embankment,	  LONDON,	  EC4Y	  0HQ	  
http://www.royalmailgroup.com 
	  
Alnwick	  Delivery	  Office	  
Greensfield	  Estate,	  Willowburn	  Avenue,	  ALNWICK,	  NE66	  2DD	  
	  
SUSTRANS	  
North	  East,	  Daniel	  Sheppard,	  	  	  
Email:	  Daniel.Sheppard@sustrans.org.uk	  
	  
TRAIN	  OPERATING	  COMPANIES	  
NORTHERN	  RAIL	  
Client	  &	  Stakeholder	  Manager:	  Pete	  Myers,	  Email:	  Pete.Myers@northernrail.org	  
CROSSCOUNTRY	  TRAINS	  
Head	  of	  Communications:	  Richard	  Gibson,	  Email:Richard.Gibson@crosscountrytrains.co.uk	  
EAST	  COAST	  MAIN	  LINE	  COMPANY	  	  
Head	  of	  Communications:	  Neal	  Smith,	  Email:	  neal.smith@eastcoast.co.uk	  
	  
Environmental	  Groups	  
	  
Alnwick	  Wildlife	  Group	  –	  
Colin	  Scrutton,	  	  
2,	  The	  Rise,	  	  Newcastle-‐upon-‐Tyne	  NE3	  4LT	  
	  
Northumberland	  Wildlife	  Trust	  –	  	  
Duncan	  Hutt,	  	  
Garden	  House,	  St	  Nicholas	  Park,	  	  	  
Jubilee	  Road,	  	  Gosforth,	  	  	  
Newcastle-‐upon-‐Tyne,	  	  	  
NE3	  3XT	  
	  
Aln	  Valley	  Railway	  Trust	  	  -‐	  	  
Lionheart	  Railway	  Station,	  	  

mailto:david.sidebottom@passengerfocus.org.uk
mailto:info@racfoundation.org
mailto:ralmlaw@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Daniel.Sheppard@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:Pete.Myers@northernrail.org
mailto:neal.smith@eastcoast.co.uk


Lionheart	  Enterprise	  Park,	  	  
Alnwick	  Northumberland	  NE66	  2EZ	  
	  
Alnwick	  Area	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth	  –	  	  
Lisa	  Bellamy,	  	  
Swansfield	  Stables,	  	  
Alnwick,	  NE66	  1EJ	  
	  
Alnwick	  in	  Bloom	  –	  	  
Elizabeth	  Jones,	  	  
30	  Upper	  Howick	  Street,	  	  
Alnwick,	  NE66	  1UZ	  
	  
Economic/Tourism	  Contacts	  
	  
Northumberland	  Estates	  
Colin	  Barnes	  
Alnwick	  Castle,	  Estates	  Office	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Alnwick	  Chamber	  of	  Trade	  –	  	  
Carlo	  Bagioni,	  	  
7-‐9	  Market	  St,	  	  
Alnwick	  NE66	  1SS	  	  
	  
Alnwick	  Markets	  
c/o	  Local	  Living,	  	  
27	  Fenkle	  Street	  	  
Alnwick	  NE66	  1HW	  
	  
Alnwick	  Civic	  Society	  
c/o	  Peter	  Ennor,	  	  
Prudhoe	  Street	  	  
Alnwick	  
	  
Councillors	  on	  Alnwick	  Town	  Council	  and	  Denwick	  Parish	  Council	  
	  
Residents	  -‐	  Community	  Partnership	  	  

Sandra	  Renforth	   76	  Allerburn	  Lea	   NE66	  2NQ	  
Anne	  Shilton	   12	  St	  Georges	  Cres,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AY	  
MR	  N	  A	  ADDY	   8	  PRUDHOE	  STREET	  

	  MR	  N	  A	  ADDY	   8	  PRUDHOE	  STREET	   NE661UW	  
Gary	  Easton	   22	  Westgate	  House,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1XP	  
Mrs	  K	  Swinbank	  	   62,	  Chapel	  Lands,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland	   NE66	  1ER	  

Julie	  Shackleton	  
2,	  The	  Steadings,	  Christon	  Bank,	  Alnwick,	  
Northumberland	   NE66	  1HW	  

Bruce	  Hewison	  +	  Jeannette	  
Hewison	   West	  Acre	  House,	  West	  Acres,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QA	  
Mrs	  Elizabeth	  Jones	   30	  Upper	  Howick	  Street	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  



Mr	  G	  Hall	   15	  Bridge	  Street,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland	   NE66	  1RY	  
Mrs	  Diane	  Mortimer	   14	  Merchants	  Gardens,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BZ	  
Victoria	  Ballan	   8	  Percy	  Tce,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  Ruth	  Dickinson	   17	  Denwick	  Village	   NE66	  3RE	  
Steven	  Kerr	   50	  Arkle	  Court,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BS	  
Mr	  Kenneth	  Burns	   6	  Baliffgate	  Court,	  Baliffgate,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1LY	  
David	  Farrar	   50	  Swansfield	  Park	  Road,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AR	  
Ms	  Jennifer	  Macdowell	   2	  Beaconsfield	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1BX	  
Mr	  Ron	  Bernstein	   4a	  Ogle	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1XS	  
S	  Bucknell	   6	  Dodds	  Lane,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AD	  
Celie	  Nicol-‐Meap	   6	  Long	  Row,	  Embleton	  Mill	   NE66	  3DS	  
Barbara	  Woodward	   102	  Windsor	  Gardens,	  Alnwick,	   NE66	  1LR	  
Penelope	  N.	  Perkins	   6	  Ravensmede	   NE66	  2PX	  
Mr	  D	  George	   35,	  Upper	  Howick	  st,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  
R.G	  Alcock	   15	  Sprignfield	  Park,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NH	  
David	  Lovie	   2	  Chapel	  Lane,	  Alnwick,	  Northumberland,	  NE66	  1XT	   NE66	  1XT	  

	   	   	  Sheila	  Cartwright	   24	  Upper	  Howick	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UZ	  
Prof	  and	  Mrs	  R	  E	  Allsop	   1	  Prudhoe	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1UW	  
Maria	  Manion	   69	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NQ	  
Paul	  Russell	   4	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NJ	  
Katherine	  Williams	   Crag	  View	  Cottage,	  Alnmouth	  Road,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QG	  
Philip	  Angier	   Luraine	  House,	  Percy	  Terrace	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  E	  Angier	   Lovaine	  House,	  Percy	  Terrace,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AF	  
Mrs	  Brenda	  Burdis	   32	  The	  Dunterns,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1AN	  
David	  Nicholson	   24	  Simonside	  View,	  Rothbury	   NE65	  7YQ	  
Simon	  Holmes	   1	  Narrowgate	  Court,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1HL	  
Iris	  Symmonds	   109	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QP	  
Janis	  Crook	   6	  Bondgate	  Within,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1PP	  
Kate	  Laverick	   14	  Springfield,	  Longhoughton,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  3NT	  
James	  Westmell	   3	  Castle	  Terrace,	  Warkworth	   NE65	  0UP	  
Freya	  Stone	   School	  House,	  Dispensary	  Street,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  1LS	  
Kieran	  Renner	   c/o	  Gallery	  Youth,	  5	  Coronation	  Crescent,	  Belford	   NE70	  7NU	  
Mr	  M	  A	  Broch	   20	  Allerburn	  Lea,	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2NJ	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Waterstone	   174	  Allerburn	  Lea	  Alnwick	   NE66	  2QR	  

 



 
 

Will Alnwick still top the polls in 2031? 
 

In 2031 it will be almost 30 years since Alnwick was voted the most attractive 

place to live in England by Country Life magazine. Other accolades swiftly 

followed. But can Alnwick sustain its premier ranking as a place to live, to work 

and to raise a family? 

 
The Alnwick & Denwick Neighbourhood Plan sets out the agenda for our locality from now 

until 2031, and how we can help shape its future. Consultation about the draft Plan continues 

until the end of September. This week’s article looks at some of the issues affecting housing, 

opportunities for younger people and community facilities. 

 

Housing 
Alnwick is a popular and attractive place to live and to retire to. As a result there is a healthy 

demand for housing from outside the area as well as from expected growth in the number of 

households locally. House prices remain relatively high and a continuing gap between 

household incomes and house prices means that many local people are unable to purchase or 

rent property on the open market – a particular problem for young people.  

 

“We are not at the moment meeting all of our housing needs,” says Peter Biggers, author of 

the Housing chapter in the draft Plan. “The Neighbourhood Plan is a response to that 

situation. It offers an estimate of the number of new homes required up until 2031, and the 

type of housing required.”  The draft Plan proposes a target of 1,000 new homes in the 

neighbourhood area between 2011 and 2031 (approx. 50 new homes per year) including a 

choice of sizes, types and tenure of quality housing particularly creating opportunities for 

young people and the elderly. Some of those new homes have already completed and others 

is in the pipeline.  



A key role for the Plan is both to propose where land might be allocated to accommodate 

future housing needs and to set the policies which will ensure that development is consistent 

with the character and natural environment of the area. It is also important that development 

is undertaken at a pace which matches the employment opportunities and service capacity of 

the town. 

 

Addressing the needs of Younger People 
 

The average age of those coming to live in Alnwick is rising. That in itself is not a bad thing 

since they often bring with them a higher disposable income. However, the Plan notes 

“affordable housing is important in helping to retain younger population and in recruiting 

staff, particularly younger or lower skilled workers on whom the tourism and caring 

professions depend. Both sectors are significant employers in the Alnwick economy. The Plan 

will address this position by increasing the amount of affordable housing and seeking to 

deliver smaller housing units appealing to the younger and first time buyers who wish to live 

and work in the district.” 

 

Access to first class educational facilities is an aspiration of every community. The relocation 

of the Duchess High School to a new site on the southern perimeter of the town will be both 

an opportunity for the town to ensure that the best available educational facilities are offered 

to local families, and to ensure that the town centre site, once vacated, is redeveloped in line 

with the Plan’s highest aspirations. The Housing, Town Centre and Community Facilities 

chapters of the Plan all identify this as an early priority. 

 

Education and employment opportunities for young people are both essential for a vibrant 

and sustainable community. “Without adequate provision for younger people in the Plan,” 

says a High School pupil interviewed for the DVD accompanying the draft Plan,”people will 

move away, and the young population of Alnwick will decline.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Facilities 
“It is so important in the Plan that we get the right balance for Alnwick and Denwick for the 

needs of the people in the future,” adds Sue Patience, leader of the community consultation of 

the Plan. “Holding on to our community facilities is very important for our future.” 

 

Alnwick and Denwick play an important role as a centre for community facilities which 

service a larger hinterland population. A sustainable future means that existing service levels 

must be maintained and new services are encouraged to accommodate the expected growth of 

population. 

 

The nine policy recommendations and seven community action plan proposals which form 

the Community Facilities chapter of the Plan respond to the public’s feedback to the earlier 

Issues & Options questionnaire. They cover aspects as diverse as outside sport and leisure, 

health facilities, provision for young people, and public toilets. 

 

“One of the best aspects of the Plan,” says Philip Angier, a member of the Steering Group, 

”has been the way in which different people and different groups have come together to work 

up a set of integrated proposals for the future of the Alnwick and Denwick. Now we want 

your feedback about the draft Plan.” 

 

Feedback Forms 
 

The Steering Committee hopes that local residents will participate in the local consultation 

events and view the Draft Plan on the website. Feedback forms have been delivered to every 

household in the Plan area. Next year every adult resident will get the chance to vote on the 

Plan in a referendum. As long as more than half of those who vote approve the plan, it will be 

adopted. That means planners and councillors will have to take local people’s views into 

account in future.  

 

This is a Plan about the future of your community – make your voice count. 

 

The full text of the Draft Plan will be available to read online at                                           

www.alnwick-and-denwick-plan.org.uk 



ADNP	  –	  Thursday	  	  18th	  September	  2014	  

Evening	  	  6pm	  -‐8.30pm,	  St	  James’s	  Church	  Centre	  

Attendance	  List	  

Name	   Organisation	  
Philip	  Angier	  	   Local	  Living	  
Madeline	  Russell	   Alnwick	  Guides	  
Frances	  Allsop	   Resident	  
Mike	  &	  Gina	  Christian	   Residents	  
Ronnie	  Baird	  	   Cussins	  -‐Developer	  
Gavin	  Johnstone	  &	  Janice	  Ramezanpour	  	   St	  Michael’s	  School	  
Adriene	  Rowley	  &	  Mike	  Gunning	  	   Age	  UK	  
Jan	  Anderson,	  Sharon	  Spurling,	  Suzanne	  
Stanley	  	  

Newton	  on	  the	  Moor	  /Swarland	  Parish	  
Council	  

Joan	  Grimrod	  Helm	  	   St	  James	  Church	  
David	  Taylor	   Alnwick	  Chamber	  of	  Trade	  
Fiona	  Yeoman	   Resident	  
Colin	  Wakeling	   Travelsure	  
Alasdair	  &	  Shelia	  Pratt	   Residents	  
Ron	  Bernstein	  and	  Tom	  Spence	  	   Aln	  Valley	  Railway	  
Rosalee	  Cooke-‐Jury	   Resident	  
Liz	  Juppenlatz	  	   Student	  Researcher	  
Heather	  Cairns	  	   NCC	  Councillor	  
Peter	  Ennor	  	   Civic	  Society	  
Kate	  Cairns	  	   County	  Councillor	  
Richard	  McKenzie)	   NCC	  Highways	  &	  Transport	  
Linda	  Veron	  	   NCC	  Education	  
Chris	  Frater	   Resident	  
David	  Turnbull	   Resident	  
Susan	  &	  Stanley	  Trafford	   Residents	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  H	  Taylor	   Residents	  
Susan	  Bell	   Resident	  
Councillor	  J	  and	  Mrs	  Humphries	   Town	  Councillor	  and	  resident	  
Mr	  &	  Mrs	  M	  Buchanan	   Residents	  
Councillor	  Pat	  Holt	   Town	  Councillor	  
Peter	  Rutherford	   NCC-‐	  Planning	  
Kevin	  Bartlett	   NCC-‐Locality	  
Councillor	  Alan	  Symmonds	   Town	  Councillor	  
	   	  
	  



 
PROGRAMME FOR DISCUSSION EVENING ON THE 
CONSULTATION DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Thursday 18 September 2014 – 6.00 – c 8.30pm  
 
St James Church Hall, Pottergate, Alnwick 
 
6.00 Refreshments, Introductions and Welcome by The Mayor Bill Grisedale 
 
6.30 Progress on the plan to reach the consultation draft Peter Biggers 
 

An introduction to the consultation stage so far Sue Patience and Bill Batey 
 
6.50 Discussion Groups looking at specific topics of the plan– Group tables led by 

topic leads.  
 

You will be asked to choose two topic areas on which you wish to discuss plan 
proposals from the following: 

 
• Housing and population – Peter Biggers 
• Economy, , retail and town centre – Colin Barnes & Philip Angier 
• Community Facilities – Sue Patience, Roy Todd & Bill Batey 
• Environment – Rachael Roberts 
• Heritage and Culture – David Lovie 
• Transport – Martin Murphy 
 
You will spend 30 minutes discussing your 1st choice topic considering which 
proposals you are happy with , which are non-negotiable which need to be 
amended then move to a second topic and spend a further 30 minutes discussing 
that in the same way. 
  

7.50 ADNP Questiontime – A panel of topic leads chaired by Chris Anderson of 
Planning Aid will answer your questions. This is your opportunity to ask particular 
questions about the plan so bring these along and hand them in when you arrive. 

 
8.15 The evening will finish with everyone being asked to take part in electronic voting to 

consider how sustainable the plan proposals are in terms of environmental, 
economic and social outcomes. 

 
8.30 Close  
 

There will be the opportunity for asking any questions of topic leads on a one to one 
basis between 8.30 and 9.00. 
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Have you found the 
presentation useful? 

1 2 3

37%

0%

63%1.  Yes 
2.  No 
3.  Undecided 
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How successful do you consider the plan would be in 
securing a sound economic future for Alnwick and 
Denwick?   
 

1 2 3 4 5

5%

59%

0%

10%

27%

1.  Strongly agree 
2.  Agree 
3.  Neither agree nor disagree 
4.  Disagree 
5.  Strongly disagree 
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How successful do you consider the plan would be in 
securing a sound social future for Alnwick and 
Denwick? 

1 2 3 4 5

15%

39%

2%

7%

37%
1.  Strongly agree 
2.  Agree 
3.  Neither agree nor disagree 
4.  Disagree 
5.  Strongly disagree 
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How successful do you consider the plan would be in 
protecting and improving the environmental future for 
Alnwick and Denwick? 

1 2 3 4 5

9%

56%

2%
7%

26%

1.  Strongly agree 
2.  Agree 
3.  Neither agree nor disagree 
4.  Disagree 
5.  Strongly disagree 
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How successful do you consider the plan is likely to be 
in improving the overall quality of life for residents of 
the plan area? 

1 2 3 4 5

7%

50%

2%

7%

33%

1.  Strongly agree 
2.  Agree 
3.  Neither agree nor disagree 
4.  Disagree 
5.  Strongly disagree 
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4.5   Comments and Changes to the Draft Plan  
(December 2014 to July 2015)

  1    Response Table 
    This is a separate Excel file which accompanies this document pdf.
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