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Introduction

The designation ‘Conservation Area’ aims to preserve and enhance a place with special
architectural or historic interest to ensure its character and appearance is not degraded
but protected and actively managed in a positive and sustainable way. Conservation Areas
tend to be valued by those living and working in them as special places worthy of
preservation and enhancement, and they are afforded a higher level of protection in the
planning system as the defined area becomes a ‘designated heritage asset’, the
significance of which is given more weight by national and local planning policies.
Designation also introduces controls over the demolition of unlisted buildings and works to
trees. It can support the use of Article 4 Directions to remove permitted development
rights where the special interest of the Conservation Area is being damaged.

Bamburgh Conservation Area

Bamburgh Conservation Area was designated on the 10* of October 1972 however, a
Character Appraisal had not been carried out for the Conservation Area. Community
Action 2 of the North Northumberland Coast Neighbourhood Development Plan set out the
aspiration “To work with Northumberland County Council to develop a Conservation Area
Character Appraisal for Bamburgh”. The Bamburgh Conservation Area Character Appraisal
was carried out by the North of England Civic Trust (now the Cultura Trust) in 2017-18,
assisted by the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership,
Bamburgh Parish Council and the Conservation Team of Northumberland County Council. It
was funded by Northumberland County Council's Councillor Small Grant Scheme. The
Cabinet of Northumberland County Council endorsed the Conservation Area Character
Appraisal on the 21stof September 2022.

Policy Context

Local planning authorities are responsible for designating Conservation Areas under the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. The Northumberland Local
Plan (March 2022) Policy ENV 1 - Historic and built environment (Strategic Policy) states
“The character and/or significance of Northumberland's distinctive and valued natural,
historic and built environments, will be conserved, protected and enhanced by: a. Giving
appropriate weight to the statutory purposes and special qualities of the hierarchy of
international, national and local designated and non-designated nature and historic
conservation assets or sites and their settings”. Policy ENV 9 deals specifically with
Conservation Areas. Policy 11 of the North Northumberland Coast Neighbourhood
Development Plan (2018) recognises the need to preserve or enhance the character or
appearance of the Bamburgh Conservation Area, with ‘development proposals, including
extensions and alterations to existing buildings and structures, ... required to make a
positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness.’
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Summary of Special
Interest

Bamburgh Conservation Area, which was
designated on 10 October 1972, has a deep
history with potential to yield significant
information about past human activity and
places which it continues to deliver. It has
significantassociations with the early Christian
saints and the golden age of Northumbria

still manifest in its buildings and setting
today. Bamburghhasmorerecenthistorical
associations with Grace Darling and dominant
landowners, Lord Crewe’s Trust and the
Armstrong estate. These landowners exerted
considerable influence over the landscape and
continuetodoso. Bamburgh’snaturalbeauty
and built heritage combine to deliver both
designed and accidental beauty that continues
toinspire great art and architecture and nourish
tourism, the life blood of Bamburgh today.

Location

Bamburghis situated onthe North East coast
of England, 17 miles south east of Berwick
upon Tweed and 48 miles north of Newcastle
uponTyne.Holylslandliesé milestothenorth.
Thereisanarrowchannelbetweenthecastle
beach and the Farne Islands that feature so
prominently inthestory of Bamburgh. There
isamoderaterise through thevillage whichis

Northumberland County Council
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significantbutnotarduoustomostonfoot. The
landformisflatter and lowerto the southeast
but steeper heading west and north towards
Budle Bay.

Travellingnorthonthe B1340theroadsplits
intotheB1341andB1342 at The Grove. The
nearest railway station is Chathill. Bamburgh
iswithinthe Northumberland Coast Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty whichstretches
fromtheRiverCoquetinthesouthtoBerwick-
upon-Tweed in the north. The AONB was
designated in1958.

Historical Development

With such clear defensive potential it would be
strangeiftheprecipitousoutcropofthe Great
WhinSillhad notbeenaplace of fortification
from the earliest times. There is local
archaeological evidencefromtheMesolithic
era(10000-4000bc). Theearliestsettlements
and agriculture in the British Isles date from the
Neolithicera. ThereisevidenceofBronze Age
(2400-700bc¢) burial cistsinthe dunesnorth of
thecastle. Thefirstevidence of settlementdates
from the lron Age (700bc-43ad) and evidence of
continuousoccupationfromthelatelron Age.
The BamburghResearchProject continues to
reveal archaeologicalevidence.

Early written records from the 8th century
recordthenameof Din Guayrdiwhichsuggests
afortressof someimportance. Bederecords
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Bamburgh Castle from within the village

thatin547ad the AnglicanKingldaarrived and
builtatimberfortification. KingEdwin (later
tobeStEdwin)becamethefirstChristianKing
of Northumbriain625ad. Thepresentname of
Bamburgh is said to derive from ‘Bebbanburh’.
Bebba was the wife of Ida’s grandson and
‘burh’theSaxonwordfortown. TheKingdom
of Northumbria extended from Edinburgh
toYorkatitsgreatestextent, withBamburgh
and York competing as the centre of power.
Bamburgh was a royal palace in the ‘golden age’
of Northumbria.

The present castle dates back to the 12th
century. ItstoodasabastionagainsttheScots
for350years. IntheWars of the Roses (1455-
1487) the castle was a Lancastrian stronghold.

1.7

It had the misfortune to be the first castlein

historytofalltocannonfireunderattack from
YorkistRichardNeville. [twouldneverbefully
repaired fordefenceagainandentereda250
yeardecline. By 1700itwaslittlemorethana
ruin. Itsrenaissance beganwithitsacquisition
byLordCrewe, BishopofDurham,in1704. Lord
Crewe’swillsetupacharitabletrustthatcame
intoeffectin1721. Thetrustcameunderthe
controlofDrJohnSharp (1758-1792).DrSharp
was a farsighted trustee who created a mini
welfare state at Bamburgh Castle including
schools, aninfirmaryandalendinglibrary. He
builtawindmillwhichprovidedsubsidisedcorn
to the local population.

By the late 19th century upkeep of the castle

St Aidan’s church with Bamburgh Castle in the distance
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ey B Listed Building
Northumberland I Scheduled Monument
County Council )
County Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF [ Conservation Area
Tel: 0345 600 6400

© Crown copyright and database rights 2020 OS 100049048. You are granted a non-exclusive, royalty free, revocable licence
solely to view the Licensed Data for non-commercial purposes for the period during which Northumberland County Council
makes it available. You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute, sell or otherwise make available the Licensed Data
to third parties in any form. Third party rights to enforce the terms of this licence shall be reserved to OS.

Scheduled Monument © Historic England 2018. © Crown copyright and database right 2018. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900.

Map showing the conservation area boundary, plus listed buildings and scheduled monuments in and around the conservation area
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Extract from 1st Edition OS map, published 1865

Extract from 3rd Edition OS Map, published 1925
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1.8

1.10

1.1

1.12

becametoo costly for thetrustanditwassold
tofamedindustrialist Lord Armstrongin 1894
for £60,000. However, the influence of Lord

Crewe’sTrust continues as freeholder of the golf

club, caravan park and some farms.

“Lord Armstrong was in many ways the father

of themodernBamburgh Castleasitistoday

... hebuiltup considerable wealth throughis
companies and a significant proportion went
directlyinto the restorationand renovationof the
castle.” (McCann, 2010).

Lord Armstrong had already used his great
wealthtocreate thecountryseatofCragside,
hugely influential in the development of

electricity. Hetransformed Bamburgh Castle

fromadecayingruintothegloriousbuilding of

today, aharmonious amalgam of old and new
and astunning tribute to the achievement of
the first Lord Armstrong. Itisasymbolof the

enduringstrengthoftheNorthEastof England.

Lord Armstrong’sinfluenceisalsomanifested
inthevillage. ArmstrongHousewasconceived
by Lord Armstrong’s land agent E J Hart and
architect George Reavellinthe Arts & Crafts
stylein 1914. It would not be built until 1925
however. The Armstrong legacy alsoincludes
the club house that complements Castle Green.

Bamburghand Lindisfarne were central to
the cultural development of Northumbria as
acradleofChristianity. Thevillagehaslinks
toboth Augustinianand Dominicanreligious
orders. Thecurrentchurchwasbuiltinthe
12thcenturybyacellof Augustiniancannons
fromNostell PrioryinYorkshirewhoarrived

in Bamburgh in 1121. The unusually large
chancelof St Aidan’swasconstructed by 1230.
Thechurchunderwentrestorationin1830and
againin 1895 by W SHicks. ADominican friary
was established outside the boundary of the
presentconservationareain1265. Thereislittle
evidence still upstanding although there is
somemedievalmasonryintegratedwithinthe
fabric of Friary Farm.

The 1st edition Ordnance Survey (0S) map,
dated 1865, showstheformofthevillageaswe
understandittodayalreadywellestablished.
Church Street and Front Street met at the
village centre. A branch off this junction,
WyndingLane, rannorth west, withburgage
plotsrunninginanorth easterlydirection. To
the west of this crossroads was a triangular
wedge known as The Grove. South of Front
Streetwasgoodevidenceof survivingburgage
plots, the buildings facing north onto Front

Northumberland County Council
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Street. FarmswereestablishedatBamburgh
HallFarmandFriary Farm. Aninfantschool
waspresentjustnorthofthecentre. The18th
centurywalledgardenwestof The Grovewas
formally laid out. Many buildings on Church
Streetand Front Street date from late 18th and
early 19thcenturyandsoappearonthismap.

1.13  Rolling forward to the 2nd edition OS map
€.1899 there was little change in the immediate
pre-Armstrongera. Shown tothesouthof The
GrovewastheVictoriaHotel, reflectingthe
emergence of tourism. Immediately pre-World
War One, 1-7 The Wyndings were built and
theCastle Greenwasformally laidout withits
associated club house and pavilion underlining
the emerging importance of leisure and

Dr Sharp’s Georgian windmill
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recreation. After World War One, the Armstrong
Estate established Armstrong House, a rest
home for workers from the Armstrong Tyneside
factories. Outside the conservation area to the
westof RadcliffeHouse, thesubstantial West
House wasbuilt.

1.14  Through the mid-20th century, change
acceleratedwithdetachedresidential plots
established north along The Wyndings. The
open space between West House and Radcliffe
House was gradually in-filled until the grounds
of West House were themselves subdivided

in the 1960s. In recent decades cul-de-sacs
appeared at Mizen Court and Radcliffe Park
(1990-1995). These developments are just
outside the conservationareabut this period
alsosawnewdevelopmenttotherearof Front
Streetwithintheconservationarea, atCastle
Wynd (1986), amoderndevelopmentinbrick
andpantileswithfrontgardens, privethedges
and concrete block paving. While the houses
areneatandwell-kept theywouldnotbeoutof
placeinanysuburbandevelopmentofthelate
20thcentury andlacklocal distinctiveness.

Spatial characteristics

Thevillage of Bamburghissetinalandscape of
generally level countryside with amoderaterise
running from east towest through thevillage.
Travelling east along Radcliffe Road and Church
Street, St Aidan’s church and its churchyard
heraldsentryintothe conservationarea.The
experience from this pointis dominated by
thechurch andits tower, and thecastlein

the distance. Progression eastwards sees the
opennessof thechurchsetting closed down by
the tighter grain of the village.

1.15

1.16  Boundaries are usually defined by stone walls
inlocal stone. Thisincludesrelatively recent
developmentssuchas1-7TheWyndingswith
itscharacterfulwoodengates. Railingstend
to be too urban and formal for Bamburgh.
However,agoodlateVictorianexampleisat
SouthVictoria Terrace. Metal estate railings
atCastle Greenstrike therightnote. Thereis
arailingstumpatStCuthbert’s, FrontStreet,

hinting at what may once have been.

1.17  Inthevillage corealongFrontStreetand
ChurchStreet thebuildinglineisformed

by terraces set back from the pavement by
anarrowstripof50cms. Thisreflectsthe
traditional form of development on burgage

plots with infill development to the rear.

Bamburghisapopular visitor destination. Top: Victoria
Hotel. Above: Grace Darling Museum

Amenityspaceisthezonefacingthewideroad
andThe Grove. Granderhouseshaveamenity

spacebut thisisuncommonuntil the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

1.18  Castle Greenisa keyspace. Now perfectly level,
archaeological evidence suggests this may have
been cut through by adeep ditch, possibly part
of the Castle’s wider defences. Standing in sharp
contrast to the level playing field, the landscape
is dominated by the castle sitting on top of

the Great Whin Sill rising 46 metres above its

surroundings.

Land Uses

The Historic Landscape Characterisation
documentcoveringtheareaidentifiesthe
villageas‘pre-1860settlement’,ie.anareaof

1.19



1.20
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1.22

1.23

housing which appears on the 1st edition OS
map. Thecastleiszonedas ‘otherparklandor
recreationalarea’,aprimarilymedieval fortnow
an ornamental or recreational landscape or
heritage site.

Today the village of Bamburgh is a popular
holidayandtouristdestination. Theheroism
of Grace Darling has contributed to the village
asadestination fortouristsandday trippers
since the dawn of the Victorian era. The castle
has been a tourist attraction for over a hundred
years. Tourismhasstimulated the creationof
ahoteland other facilities catering for holiday
makers. Many dwellings are now holiday
homes. The Grace Darling Museum, the latest
incarnationof whichwas constructedinthe
walled gardenwith help from the Heritage
Lottery Fundin2004, hasbeenamajordraw
since 1938. Visitors keep local businesses alive
- hotels, pubs, catering, cafesandgiftshops.
Abutcher and baker offer traditional fayreina
traditional setting.

Buildings anddetails

Two buildings dominate the conservation area
and are addressed individually here.

Bamburgh Castle

Thekeepistheoldest partofthe Castledating
from 1164 with 3m thickwalls, the principal
Normanrelic. ThereisNorman fabriconthe
landward side and at lower levels on the
seawardside. Therestofthe castlehasbeen
rebuilt and added to many times, mainly since
thelate 18thcentury. Pevsnerdescribesthe
Kings Hall as “...grand in scale...beautifully
detailedbaywindowsonthesouthside...add
greatlytothepictureofthecastlefromthe
village”.Thiswestelevationof thecastleis
characterisedbylonghorizontalstretchesof
curtainwalloffsetbystrongvertical towers
andtheGreatHall.BamburghCastlehasbeen
describedasaVictorianfolly (Pevsneretal,
1992).

Stonefortheconstructionwasbroughtfroma
quarry at North Sunderland 3 miles away. Later
partsof thecastle werebuilt with ‘freestone’in
larger blocks and more liable to weather. In his
restoration of 1894-1904, the architect Charles
FergusonusedstonefromCragside, Greenhill
and Red Barns Quarry; the contrastinstone
and coursingisclear tosee. Thewindmillis
north of Bamburgh Castle, part of Dr Sharp’s
philanthropy.

Northumberland County Council
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Bamburgh Castle across the playing field

1.24

St Aidan’s Churc an chchyard

St Aidan’sChurch

AidancametoBamburghfrom themonastery
of lonain 635adat the request of King Oswald,
who wanted a bishop to bring Christianity

to Northumbria. Aidan founded a church at
Bamburgh. The present church has been a
continuous place of worship for centuries.
Therearenoremainsof StAidan’sfirstchurch
although the west tower ceiling includes an
old forked beam associated with his death. The
presentchurch, like the castle, is of outstanding
significance. Together they are the bedrock of
thespecialinterestoftheconservationarea.
“WithitsassociationswithSt Aidanandearly
Northumbrianhistory, thisisclearlyachurchof
nationalimportance” (Ryder, 2005).
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1.25

1.26

1.27

St Aidan’s has a five bay nave, a western tower,
transeptsandanextensivechancel. Thereis
no upstanding evidence of a Saxon church
althoughtheremaybeburiedarchaeological
remains. Theearliestupstanding partsdate
from late 11th-12th century although this
early Romanesque church was completely
remodelledc1180-1210. Thechancel dates
toc1230followingpossessionof thechurch
by Augustinian canons of Nostell Prioryin
1221 whenthe Pope settled alongstanding
ownershipdisputeaboutthechurch. What
isknown as the Three Hundred YearsWar
with Scotland slowed church building in
Northumberland, but Bamburgh benefited
fromthe protective presenceofthecastle
(Ryder, 2005). Still, the church did come under
attack and considerable damage ensued. The
south aisle was widened in the 14th century
while the north aisle was reconstructed in
15th-16th centuries. The post medieval period
sawlittlestructuralchangealthoughthereis
evidence of dilapidation and neglect. The 19th
centurysaw tworestorationscommencingin
1830, with the entire west end re-faced and an
extraleveladded to the tower. Rainwater heads
bearwitnesstothisrestoration, carryingthe
armsof Lord Crewe dated 1830. Thechancel
roofwasraisedin1895instoneslatesupervised
byW SHicks, achange thathadaconsiderable
impact onits external appearance. The church
holds the recumbent effigy of Grace Darling
by CRSmith (1885) which formerly stoodin
the churchyard but was moved indoors due to
weather damage.

The Village

Manybuildingsinthevillagearevernacular
but the influence of certain recognised styles
is evident including Classical, Gothick and
Arts & Crafts. Theterraceis thedominantform
althoughhigherstatushousessitwithintheir
owngrounds. Inthe late 19thand early 20th
centuries, the semi-detached house appears
(eg. Lindisfarne and Dunholme Cottages 1889).
OnFrontStreetand ChurchStreethousesare
rarelymore thantwostorey. TheVictoriaHotel,
at two storey plus dormers, announces its
raised status by dominatingits neighbourson
anodalcornerplot. Thegableisthedominant
roof formuntiltheArts& Craftsmovement, as
exemplifiedin1-7TheWyndingswithitshipped
roofs. Porchesareuncommon. Extensionsare
mostly confined to the rear.

Withsuchstrikinggeology, itisfittingthatlocal

stone dominates building materials. Sandy
limestones and sandstones were used in the
12thcentury construction of Bamburgh Castle
and at St Aidan’s. Whinstone is also used to
greateffect. Thefrontelevationof Bamburgh
Houseisdressedwhinstone. Whinstoneismuch
harder to work than sandstone soitis logical
to use the latter for moulded details including
architraves, door case and quoins.

Straightforward forms are based on simple
vernacularcharacteristics, someenlivenedbylater
Arts & Crafts details



1.28

1.29

ThePost Officeat23 Front Streetissquared
limestone. The walled garden west of The Grove
isarareexampleofbrick, said locally tohave
usedbrickbroughttoBudleBayasship’sballast
in 1693. The date derives from a door lintel
although the listing suggests thisisresetina
mid to late 18th century wall. The bond pattern
is stretched Flemish.

Somerenderappearsat 1-7TheWyndingand
Armstrong House asa component of the Arts

Authentic Arts & Crats styleiscommonplace, plus some
Gothick. Whinstone, sandstone and some render is used.

1.30

1.31

1.33
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& Craftsstyle. Atestament to the enduring
popularity of this style, its influence endures
at2-5Church Street with skilled use of render,
timbercasementwindowsandgenerouseaves
overhang, winning a Civic Trust Award in 1959.
The 18th century Village Hotel was given a
20th century Arts & Crafts makeover including
render. Rendered buildingson the south side
include7and8FrontStreet, bothgradelllisted.

Vernacular roofs tend to be simple forms.
Gablesand hips feature strongly in the 19th
century VictoriaHotel, Post Office and the Arts
& Crafts buildings. Earlier buildings are mostly
withoutdormersunlessaddedlater, suchasat
2RadcliffeRoad (St Aidan’sLodge). Amodern
flat roofed dormer in the front roof slope at the
VictoriaHoteldetractsfromthecomposition
ofthisfinebuilding. Thereisarelativelyeven
splitbetweentheuseof naturalslateandclay
tiles. Somebuildingshavefish-scale pattern
roof coverings, as at Lindisfarne and Dunholme
Cottages (1889). Ingeneralclay tilesrelate
to the Arts & Crafts style although there are
examples of early buildings with clay tiles.

Appearance is often strongly driven by the
authenticity of windows. Where windows are
replaced withinaccurate deigns and materials
thiscanharm the appearance of the building
anddiminishgroupvalueandspecialinterest
overall. Theoncebalancedfenestrationat
Lindisfarne and Dunholme Cottages has
diverged through window renewal.

Thereisimpressivesurvival of historicglassto
manybuildingsonFrontStreet. Withitsunique
reflective qualitiesitimpartsaspecialambience
inaway thatcannotbe replicated by modern
float glass. Historic glass may be either cylinder
orcrownglass. Botharecraftsman-madewith
unique natural distortions, striations and hues.

The limits of glass technology dictated the form
of period windows. Early glass panes had to
besmallsolarge windows could only bemade
from multiple units held in place by glazing
bars. Hence typical sash windows in the period
1700-1850are six-over-six or eight-over-eight,
asatBamburghHall. As technologyadvanced
itbecame possible toproduce bigger sheets
of glass. From 1850 sashes appear as two-over-
two, andin the later 19th century one-over-one.
All these types are seen in the conservation
area. Glass technology also informed the design
of shopfronts. The 15-pane shopfront at 12
Front Streetisagood example of the early
19thcentury, whereas later, larger plateglass
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Chimneysmakeabigcontributiontoappearance DormersarerareandusedmainlyinArts & Craftsdesigns
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1.34

1.35

1.36

1.37

1.38

produced shopfronts such as 3-4 Front Street, 1.39
with robust arrangement of mullions and
transoms.

Some buildings have ‘blind’ windows popularly
attributed totheWindow Tax. Thisproperty
taxoperated throughout the 18thcentury,
eventuallyabolishedin1851. Toavoid the
tax, owners blocked windows to mitigate the
burden. Thereisablindwindowat 11 Front
Street.

The London Building Regulationsinfluenced
theformofsashwindows. The1709regulation
requiredsashboxestobesetbackatleastfour
inchesfromthefrontfacade, laterincreased
tonineinchesin1779. Thefinalstep required
thewholesashboxbeingconcealed withinthe
facade. TheseregulationsappliedinLondon
butinfluenced styles that spread to the regions,
ausefulguide todatingwindow frames, and to
the design needs of windows when considering
change.

1.40

Gothickstyleiswellrepresented, clearly evident
in the windows at 17-22 Front Street (1809)
withintricateY-tracery. The Post Office (1893)
hassashwindowsinthe Gothickstyle. Another
importantinfluenceoverwindowsistheArts &
Craftsmovementseenat 1-7TheWyndingand
ArmstrongHouse, andinfluencingtheupdating
of 18thcenturyVillage House. These buildings
exhibit therevival of the casementwindow.

Rainwatergoodsareamixof good quality cast
ironandinferior PVCu. Cheaperintheshort 1.41
term, PVCurainwatergoodslackthecharmof
castironandoftenfailfaster.Rainhoppersat
StAidan’sChurchareof greatinterestbearing

Lord Crewe’s crest dated 1830. There are

splendid rainhoppers at the rear of the Victoria

Hotel now acting as planters, possibly salvaged

from the 2005 extension.

Chimneysareastrong featureandsurvival

of original fabricisgood. Acommon formis 1.42
the corniced ashlar chimney as seen at 17-22
Front Street. In later Victorian times rusticated
stoneappears. Themostvisuallystrikingare
at1-7 the Wyndings where chimneys are a
strongdesigncomponent usingexaggerated
geometric shapes in pebbledash. White framed
dormers frame the stacks, emphasising solidity.
Other Arts & Crafts buildings have robust
chimneyssuch as Armstrong House and Castle
Garth. The gable on the Victoria Hotel’s Ingram
Roadelevationiscrowned withamagnificent
chimney emphasisingverticality.

Bamburgh - Conservation Area Appraisal

Dormerwindowsareuncommoninearlier
buildings but appear more frequently in
Victorian work and later. St Aidan’s Cottage

(2 Radcliffe Road)is 18th century with 19th
century dormers and decorative bargeboards.
Dunholme and Lindisfarne, late Victorian
semis, haveavarietyof dormers,asdoStruan
andStCuthberts, withelegantslimdormers.
Historically dormers provided light rather than
extraspace. Thereisahalf dormerat the 1891
Post Office. 1-7 The Wynding have typical Arts
& Craftsflatroofed dormers. TheVictoriaHotel
hasunfortunatelyintrusive moderndormers
front andback.

Doorssignalfunction, reflectingperiod

and status. Vernacular doors were planks

joined together vertically with horizontal
strengtheningrailsinternally,asat2 &3
Radcliffe Road and 9 Front Street. From 1750 to
1830, thesixpaneldoorbecamefashionableas
seenat8FrontStreet. From1830to 1900, the
four paneldoorcameintovogueasat 3-4Front
Street. HighstatusdoorsareatBamburghHall
and Bamburgh House. Bamburgh Hallis 17th
centuryrefrontedintheearly 19thcentury.

It has a panelled door with overlight and
fine radial astragals. Porches are uncommon
although simple bracketed hoods provide basic
shelterinsome places, eg. 7and 8 Front Street.

Open Spaces and details

The key open space at the heart of the
conservationareaisThe Grove. Dominated by
established trees, it was created from a former
sandstone quarry and appears on the 1865
map. Prudent management could create a more
usablespace. Atthe easternedgeisthePant,
listedgradellandGothickstyle, ithasrecently
undergone substantial restoration, but its
functiondoesnotseemtohavebeenrestored.

FrontStreetiswideandgently curvinguphill
approaching The Grove, with generous green
vergespartly cutaway, providingparkingfor
adjacentbusinesses. TothenorthonChurch
Street the pathismostly wide tarmacwith
modest stretches of grass verge. Radcliffe
Road is similarly unremarkable. The Wyndings
hasone pavementtotheeastonly. Overall,
roadsand pavementsare workmanlike and
patched but lack cohesion. Double yellow
linesexistthroughouttheconservationarea
with fewexceptions. Off the principalstreets,
lanes are informal chippings underlining their
informality.

11



Conservation Area Appraisal - Bamburgh

TheGroveandFrontStreet’svergesareimportantspaces Thewarmemorialispartofaparticularlydramaticscene

1.43  Street furniture is similarly uncoordinated. 1.45  TheGraceDarlingmonumentwasdesigned
Street lights mimic old gas lights. Some require bySalvin (1842)afterpublicsubscription.
redecoration. A traditional red telephone box The canopywasrebuiltin 1894 byW S Hicks
couldbeagreatervisualassetbutiscluttered followingstormdamage. Aneffigyof Grace
by signage, bins, decaying posts and other liesrecumbentonafourposterbedinarichly
paraphernalia. The decaying posts may be Gothic style. The monument stands to the west
survivors of those surrounding The Grove, of the churchyard looking towards the castle
astrongfeaturethatcouldbeapositiveif with seaviews, thesetting for her heroism
maintained. thatsoinspired Victorianconsciousness. The

1.44 St Aidan’s churchyard is an important space memorialwasplacednorthofhergraveplotto
bearing witness to the perils of the sea. A repder1t\{151ble to ships passing. It was restored
broken column stands at its west end, memorial using Heritage Lottery Fund money in 2004.
to Revd John Morell Mackenzie who died 1.46  Theextensive playingfield atthebaseof the
whenthe SSPegasusranonto Goldstone Rock Castlerockisanimportant space. Its cultivated
in 1843. Nearby is the gravestone to Revd and closely mowed appearance stands in
JohnRobb whodied in the shipwreck of the dramaticcontrastwiththecraggycliffabove.
SSForfarshire, forever associated with Grace Thelandscapehasalsobeenco-optedforagolf
Darling. course, at least in some form since 1883.

Northumberland County Council
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1.47

1.48

Thewarmemorialisatthe foot of the Castle
looking west, depicting Christ at Calvary within
an alcove of in situ sandstone. Constructed
from Portland stone, bronze plaques
commemorate the dead of bothWorld Wars.
Designed by Newcastle architects Hicksand
Charlewood, itwasunveiled onWhit Sunday
in1921byLord Armstrong. Therockyscene
creates a particularly dramatic arrangement.

Views

Long and short views are dominated by the
Castlehighonthe GreatWhinSill. “Thecastle
looksatitsgrandest fromthevillage, though
forviewsfromafartherearenotmanycastles
thatcanviewithit” (Pevsneretal, 1992).
Uninterruptedviewsouttoseafromthecastle
extend across the dunes to Holy Island, the
Farne Isles and Dunstanburgh Castle. This visual
relationship is deeply significantin both ancient
andrecenthistory. Ingoodweather, views of
the Cheviots canbehad. The views afforded

Viewsaredominatedbythecastle, setoffherebytheIargeplayingfielatitsfoot, animportantopenspace

1.49

1.50

from the rocky outcrop were fundamental to
the selection of Bamburgh as an important
defensiblelocation, the “veryidealofanatural
fortification” (Pevsner, 1992). However, long sea
viewsfromBamburghareoftenblockedbythe
Whin Sill and coastline dunes. St Aidan’s Church
issignificantinviewsbothwithinand outside
theconservationarea. Thechurchislargeand
forms a wonderful visual group with the castle.

Aresult of thisdeep history and outstanding
natural beauty, Bamburgh has been an
inspiration for great works of art, literature and
mythology over time. This has fuelled its appeal
asaromanticlandscape, aromancewhichis
harnessed inits tourist offer today.

Setting

The NPPF defines setting as “the surroundings
inwhichaheritage assetisexperienced. Itsextent
isnot fixedandmaychangeastheassetandits
surroundingsevolve. Elementsofasettingmay
makeapositiveornegative contributiontothe

ViewsfromthecastleshowseveralkeycomponentsoftheareaincludingFrontStreet, St Aidan’sChurchand TheGrove

13
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1.52  Thewider topography is striking due to the
GreatWhin Sill which provides a stark contrast
with the soft undulations of the dunes and
generally easy gradients of the village and
surrounding open agricultural landscape.
The GreatWhinSillalso physically connects
Bamburghwith Holy Island and Dunstanburgh,
all three castlessited on the rocky outcrop. The
seaisanessential contributor tosetting.

1.53  The grain of the man-made landscape and
townscaperootstheareainhistory, suchthat
there is important evidence in boundaries,
plotsand overall form. Certain key influences
onBamburghhaveleftvirtuallynoupstanding
evidence meaning that below-ground
archaeologyiskey tounderstanding setting.

1.54  Geologyshapedthelandscapeandprovided
key building materials. Whinstone forms
many buildings in Bamburgh and its wider
setting. Adurablebutdifficult material, it lends
itselftolessformal applications, although
it is used formally in some key buildings.
Local sandstones and limestones are also
used throughoutthevillageanditssetting.
Using locally sourced materials anchors local
distinctiveness fundamentally.

1.55  Bamburgh’s landscape has historical depth of
significantpeopleandevents. I[thasanaura
of departed greatness. A one-time capital of
Northumbria and cradle of English Christianity,
itwouldlayfoundationsof Englandasanation.
Thisimpartsacultural aspect tosetting, aplace
of pilgrimage forthose towhomthelandscape
bearswitnesstofaith. TheGraceDarlingstory
connects many aspects of setting and adds
afurtherlayer. All the elements of the Grace
Darling story are still presentin the village or its
setting (Grundy, 2003). Finally, Lord Armstrong
impartsaconnection torecenthistory when
thenorth east was the workshop of theworld.

1.56  Thereareintrusive aspects to setting. Outside
the area immediately to the west of the
Victoria Hotel, stands Blacketts. Overly tall,
withcementrenderandmoderndetailingina

significance of anasset, may affect the ability to weak pastiche, it heralds an abrupt break with

appreciate that significance or may be neutral.” thecharacterof the conservationarea. Further
weakeningincludes theintroduction of the
cul-de-sac and modern materials. Bamburgh’s
popularity also undermines its essential appeal
by generating traffic to be accommodated in or
aroundthevillage. However, while Bamburgh
hasnotbenefitted fromtherailway, thishas
heightened a sense of remoteness.

ImportantsettingincludesthecoastandFarnelsles,some
housing (eg. Radcliffe Road), and other historicdevelopment

1.51  The conservation area has a strong relationship
withitssetting. Insome places, particularly
along the southernboundary, some excluded
buildings share characteristics incommon
withbuildings within the conservationarea,
including 10-20 Ingram Road. A boundary
review would be appropriate (see next section).

Northumberland County Council
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1.57

1.58

1.59

1.60

1.61

Management Issues

Permitted development rights

In general, many permitted development rights
continuetooperateinconservationareasjust
as they would outside them; they canhave a
profoundly negativeimpactonthecharacter
or appearance of aconservation area. The local
planningauthority mayintroduce anArticle

4 Direction to control such rights so that a
planningapplicationwillberequired. Typical
permitted development rights include changes
to windows, roof coverings and painting. An
Article4Directiondoesnotmeansuchchanges
will not be permitted, but rather it allows
control over the development to preserve
orenhancetheconservationarea. AnArticle
4Directionmaybeintroduced foraninitial
periodofsixmonthsafterwhichtheplanning
authority will considerrepresentations beforea
decision whether to confirmiit.

TheBamburgh Conservation Areaand Area

of Outstanding Beauty (AONB) designations
mean that thewhole of Bamburghfallsinto
Article2(3)land. Permitted developmentrights
arereducedinrelationtoPart 1 of Schedule 2
oftheGeneralPermittedDevelopmentOrder
on Article 2(3) land. This includes any property
anywhere within an AONB. Certain Class A
elements are not permitted development,
suchastwostorey rear extensions, sideand
loft extensions. Other Class development may
be permitted but have extrarestrictions; these
includesingle storey rear extensions, chimneys,
aerials and outbuildings. In all cases, it is
advisedtoconsulttheplanningauthorityprior
to carrying out any works.

Heritage at risk

In Bamburgh property is in high demand and
generally well cared for, but there are pockets of
buildings inpoor condition. Tothisend it may
beprudenttoproactivelyconsidertheneedsof
heritagewhichisatriskfromitspoorcondition
or lack of use. Discussions to encourage suitable
maintenance and re-use would support long-
term protection of the area’s heritage.

Non-designated heritage assets

Many buildingsin the conservationareaare
listed, mostlyatgradell. However, thereare
locally significant buildings not on the national
list. Thereisalsolikely tobenon-designated
below-ground archaeology in the area.

ALocal List of non-designated heritage

1.62

1.63
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assets was drawn up as part of the North
NorthumberlandNeighbourhoodPlanin2017.
Thelistincludesbuildingsandarchaeological
sitesthatmake apositive contributiontothe
character and appearance of the conservation
areaaswellasthewiderBamburgharea. The
full Local List of heritage assets, alongwith
the locallisting criteria, isavailableon the
Northumberland Coast AONB website.

Boundary review

The boundary would benefit from reappraisal. It
currently excludes development of comparable
merittothatwithintheboundary. Athorough
boundary review would produce firm
proposals, butthreepossible futureadditions
areshownonthenextpage. Theseare future
opportunities only, not a proposal.

Historic Landscape Characterisation mapping
shows that pre-1860 settlement area extends
beyond the current conservation area
boundary in several locations. Site inspection
reveals characterful townscape akin to thatin
the conservation area, including at:

+ Tothenorth: Anarc of development could
include the coastguard cottages, boathouse
andpinfold, allhavinghistoricsignificance
inBamburgh’sgrowth fromanagricultural
community with close links to the sea.
Developmentnorthofthepresentboundary
alongtheWyndingsismostly largemid-20th
century houses on big plots with generous
views. Thefields to the north of Bamburgh
HallFarmalso have historical associations
with Bamburgh as an agricultural community.
There are some surviving agricultural
buildings here worthy of protection.

+ Tothe south: Asmaller area, carefully drawn
to exclude more marginal buildings, could
protectthestreetsceneonLuckerRoadand
IngramRoad. Here, theformerBlacksmiths
(Grade Il listed) retains associations with
historicBamburghasaselfsufficientvillage
relyingonits traditionalindustries. Dwellings
tothesouthat10-24 (even)IngramRoad are
special in the context of the conservation
area’s development history. Like 1-7 The
Wyndings, 10-20 Ingram Road in particular
havehistoricalassociationswiththegrowth
of Bamburgh from an agricultural settlement
to one of higher status. With good Arts &
Craftsaestheticsignificance, theyretaina
strongoverallcoherence, possiblyinferring
onecontrollingowner (possibly Armstrongor
Crewe, underliningtheimportanceof these

17
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1.64

1.65

1.66

1.67

1.68

bodiesinthedevelopmentof Bamburgh).
Nearby, anumber of traditional service and
agricultural buildingsalong the southern

boundaryarespecialinthecontextof the
area’s earlier development history, and
worthy of protection.

Other opportunities may exist, eg. on Radcliffe
Road and other parts of the existing area’s
setting.

Enhancement opportunities

Bamburgh’s character and appearance is
generally positive, but some parts would
benefitfromproactiveenhancement.

For example, The Grove could see various works
toimproveit. Once used asastone quarry,
The Grove now has numerous established
forest-type trees supplemented by more recent
native planting about adecade ago through
acommunity woodland scheme. Car parking
around the outside is intense, so the white
woodenpostsandchainsthatoncedefined the
space are usually obscured by cars. Parked cars
areabarriertotheflowofpedestriansintothe
Grove. Thepostsnow vary: notallarewhite,
some are grey concrete. The chainis utilitarian
rather than decorative. The tree canopy allows
only limited light through so ground conditions
are, attimes, uninviting. Picnicbenchesare
provided, which are adequate but uninspiring.
Pathsthroughthespaceareill-defined. The
public toiletson the northside areinneed of
modernisation. Therearesignageclutterand
maintenance issues adjacent to the shop called
the Pantry, and historic drinking fountain called
the Pant at the east, whichisanodal pointin
the conservationarea.

The Grove has potential to be the hub of
theconservationareabutisinneedoftree
managementand carefullandscapedesignto
make more of its potential, and to better reveal
itssignificance. Initspresentformitcanbe
seenasmoreofavisualand physicalbarrier.

Enhancement such as boundary improvements,
tree management, addressing the impact of
parking, and addressing signage and street
furniture clutter could enhance it.

Bamburgh - Conservation Area Appraisal
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