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& Regional Schools Commissioner,

North
Department Department for Education
for Education Bishopsgate House
Feethams, Darlington
DL1 5QE

Email: RSC.North@education.gov.uk

Mr Andy Johnson Date: 7 November 2017

Director of Education and Skills
Northumberland County Council
County Hall

Morpeth

NE61 2EF

Dear Andy
Haydon Bridge High School and Sports College

As a result of Haydon Bridge High School and Sports College being judged by Ofsted to be
inadequate, the school is eligible for intervention under Part 4 Education and Inspections
Act 2006.

As you know, DfE officials have been working since early 2015 to seek a sponsor for the
school, which was judged by Ofsted to require special measures in its report, published 10
February 2015. Bright Tribe Trust was formally approved as the sponsor in October 2015

The subsequent information provided by the school, the interim executive board (IEB) and
prospective sponsors about projected budgets and pupil place planning highlights there are
on-going viability concerns.

Section 68 of the Education and Inspections 2006 Act enables the Secretary of State to
direct a local authority to discontinue a maintained school, where that school is eligible for
intervention (see also page 36 of the Schools causing concern guidance). To enable me to
start to consider all the relevant factors, please can you provide a detailed viability
assessment for Haydon Bridge High School and Sports College, by 5 December 2017 to
Chris Brien at christopher.brien@education.gov.uk for the following:

+ Number of first preferences for next school year and number of offers made:
« Number of pupils leaving in-year and number staff leaving and not being replaced

* How the school currently fits into your plans for providing sufficient local school places
in the medium to long term (for example, 5 — 10 years)? Please include population/birth
data as evidence.

» Whether you have considered closure of Haydon Bridge High School and Sports
College and, if so, the outcome and rationale for chosen course of action. If not, what
your view would be on the school being closed?
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« If you have decided not to close the school, please explain how you plan to make the
schoal financially sustainable in the short to medium term (for example, 1 — 5 years) —
restructuring / additional financial support?

e |f the school was to close, please provide details regarding other schools within a set
radius that could absorb the pupils now and cope with pupil place need in the medium
to long term? Please provide proximity and capacity data.

e If the school is in a rural region and local schools are some distance away, please
provide details regarding public transport links to alternative schools that have capacity
to absorb the unviable school’s pupils?

e Whatis your assessment of the likely community and other stakeholder reaction if the
school was to close?

* Any other relevant information? For example, historical financial information (has the
school had financial issues for some time, suggesting viability has been an ongoing
issue). Anything else the department needs to be aware of?

Yours sincerely,

ﬁm.

Jan Renou
Regional Schools Commissioner for the North




