Your Views

ABOUT YOU

Governing Body of:  Shaftoe Trust Primary School , Haydon Bridge.

The G.Body at Shaftoe has expressed mixed views over the future of HBHS, the large majority supporting it's
future and one Governor seeing the financial logic of amalgamating H. Bridge with Hexham's Q.E.

The consultations at the partnership meetings you have organised to date have inevitably and necessarily
brought up the complexities of the present situation. We have discussed these formally and informally at
Shaftoe. Other than the one Governor - who admits that because he hasn't/doesn't have children at the school
he feels less qualified to comment, the strong consensus is that we wish to see a continuation of
secondary/high school education at Haydon Bridge. We understand that there needs to be an imaginative
review of the models that might provide a better continuity than the present however we are not experienced
educationalists in the secondary key stages to know what may well be worth researching. UTC's are of course a
good place to start, not least because HBHS has had a long history of very effective technical education in
Agriculture and the trades.

We are strongly of the view that we all need to take the long view on this and provide for more than just the
short term financially driven and apparently simple solution - close the school, amalgamate with Hexham and
pump a large sum into a new build and new site. This strategy may well have been an option some years ago
but the complexities require, we suggest that N.C.C. steps back from the momentum it has built up in trying to
roll this plan out, and genuinely work in partnership with the community and school leaders in the valley to
find a solution and wider choice for parents and children in the future.

Geoff Jackson
Chair of Governors
Shaftoe Trust Primary School
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PLEASE RETURN THIS REPONSE FORM AND ANY OTHER COMMENTS TO:
FAO Lorraine Fife

Children’s Services

FREEPOST MP135

County Hall

Morpeth
NE61 1BR

Or send your response electronically to:
EMAIL: educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk




