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About the Border Uplands area

The Border Uplands conversation area includes the distinctive,
smooth, rounded hills of the Cheviots that form the border ridge
between England and Scotland. These are incised by the Breamish,
Harthope and College burns that flow into the Till/Tweed and the
River Coquet that flows easterly to the Northumberland coast. To the
south of these there is an extensive, sparsely populated upland
plateau, much of which is afforested, with the Rede and North Tyne
rivers passing through wide valleys, and Kielder Reservoir in the
uplands. The Hadrian’s Wall corridor makes up the southern part of
this conversation area — a tapestry of National Park, Forest Park, and
World Heritage Site.

Throughout there are vast areas of blanket bogs and other peatland
habitats, moorlands, traditional hay meadows, and other species rich
grasslands. The extensive tree cover is largely made up of commercial
conifer crops, with added shelter belts for livestock, and small areas
of native broadleaved woodlands. There are burns and areas of
wetland habitat, including the Roman Wall loughs.

Farming is extensive in this area; grazing sheep and cattle roam the
hills and moors, with some areas managed differently with nature
restoration as the top priority.

A wealth of species

Species — both rare and common — need looking after.
For example:

e Curlews and lapwing using * Redsquirrels in
moorland and moorland broadleaved and
edges to nest and feed conifer woodlands

e Clean rivers and burns are * Upland invertebrates, like the
home to otters, native fish large heath butterfly, the
populations, freshwater pearl mountain bumblebee, and
mussels, and white-clawed emperor moths
crayfish
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Contact information

Let us know what you think.

We have suggested some ideas in this leaflet, but what do you think
are the most important actions that could be undertaken to help
nature thrive in this area? Whether you manage land, run a business
or are a local resident, we want to hear your views.

If you are a farmer or landowner there will be a more detailed
consultation for you.

Contact us

Email: Inrs@northumberland.gov.uk
WhatsApp: 07929 746542

You can also leave voice notes and/or videos
via our WhatsApp.

Leave your comments below:

Please note: Participation is voluntary, and you can join at any stage. There will be a consultation on the
final document. While all public bodies will have a legal obligation to have regard to the LNRS, it is
non-binding for private landowners. Private land managers will not be required to make changes or
designate new nature reserves because of the LNRS.
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Border Uplands

Nature Recovery Conversations

v8us Northumberland
B R0 County Council
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What is the Local Nature
Recovery Strategy (LNRS)?

Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) aim to
create and implement locally tailored solutions to
improve our natural environment, address species
loss, and build resilience in landscapes across England.

The North East Combined Authority oversees the LNRS in Northumiberland,
Newcastle, and North Tyneside, with Northumberland County Council
leading the project. This strategy will serve as an essential plan for
protecting our wildlife.

Preparing and implementing the strategy will require a collective
effort involving farmers, landowners, land managers and local
organisations who already have a vast knowledge of our
landscape. Anyone involved in the local environment
is encouraged to contribute to the strategy.

@ Shaun Hackett © Robert Mayhew
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We know there is already good work taking place for nature
and biodiversity in some areas. We recognise the careful
management over generations that has kept good habitats
and species.

The coloured sites on the map are simply the existing
nature designations.

Orange = National Nature Reserves
Yellow = Local Wildlife Sites

Brown = Some areas of blanket bog (PHI)
Light green = SSSI

Dark green= Ancient Woodlands

@. Managing things differently

~ We'd love it if these conversations led to every farmer and land manager creating

~ their own ideas and plans to improve nature for future generations. There are
possibilities on every farm, at every scale. Lots of small things can add up across a
landscape.

Land managers and estates, working at bigger scales, are experimenting with
different grazing regimes. Varying the type of stock, the timing, and the numbers
can increase the diversity of habitats and species on the land.

@ Wading birds

lconic wading birds, like
curlew and peewits, need
the moorland edges and
grasslands - the right
places to nest and feed.
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Peat

Peat bogs have high ecological and carbon value. This
area has lots of peat; the main areas are shown in brown.

Important areas include the Border Mires and Whitelee
Moor. Actions to improve the quality of peat - such as
removing trees, blocking ditches and revegetating bare
peat - are needed across the whole LNRS area.

Plantation woodland

Historically, many plantation
woodlands have been
planted on peaty soils or
close to upland streams.
These sites can be restructured
to benefit nature, while still
producing timber. New tree
planting should always be,
“right tree, right place”.
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Red squirrels

This area still has native red
squirrels, but is on the
frontline between reds and
invasive greys. Co-
ordinated management of
grey populations is needed
across the LNRS area to
keep the reds.

Moorland

Grass and heather moorland dominates
this area. The level and the timing of
grazing is vital to keep and to improve the
quality of the habitats. Special insects, like
the mountain bumblebee, are found on
the moors. There is an increasing risk of
wildfires, so fire breaks and fire plans are
important.
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Native tree planting

Existing broadleaf woodlands and ancient woods
support lots of wildlife. They should be managed
to improve their condition, enable natural
regeneration, and prevent plant diseases.

There are opportunities to establish new trees
and scrub in the right places, particularly where
they expand and join-up other woods and avoid
existing good habitat. Are bracken areas good
opportunities?

Rivers and burns

Rare species like the white-clawed crayfish
and the freshwater pearl mussel are in this
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area. They need excellent water quality which,
in turn, needs good land management.

There are opportunities for renaturalisation
of some watercourses that have been
straightened or constrained.

Restoring natural water cycles

Wetland areas around Hadrian’s Wall can be restored for
nature, and water quality. These wetlands often cross
boundaries, so farmers, land managers and neighbours
can work together.

Prudhoe
O

More generally, there are many farmer groups across this
— whole area, working cross boundary is going to be
increasingly vital.
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