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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
STATUTORY PROPOSAL FOR THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF

NETHERTON NORTHSIDE FIRST SCHOOL 
	Discontinuance (closure)
In accordance with section 15(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, this proposal sets out the intention of Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF to discontinue (close) the following school;
· Netherton Northside First School, Netherton, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7HD with effect from 31 August 2018.

Netherton Northside First School is a local authority maintained community first school.  

Contact Details

Copies of the full proposal may be obtained from: 


The School Organisation and Resources Team


Northumberland County Council


County Hall


Morpeth


Northumberland


NE61 2EF

Or from the Council’s website at  www.northumberland.gov.uk/schoolconsultations
The school is part of the Morpeth Partnership of schools.


	Implementation.
Netherton Northside First School is proposed to close with effect from 31 August 2018.


	Objectives and reason for closure of Netherton Northside First School,
The objective of the above proposal is to:

· discontinue (close) Netherton Northside First School, Netherton, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7HD with effect from 31 August 2018.
Reasons for proposed closure of Netherton Northside First School,
The consultation on a proposal to close Netherton Northside First School was brought forward as a result of the request of the Governing Body of the school.  The Governing Body had reluctantly requested the Council to consult on the closure of the school as a result of the continuing fall in pupil numbers and the impact of the quality of educational provision for the pupils on roll at the school.  In spite of a variety of initiatives, including early years provision, the Governing Body has not been able to attract additional pupils to join the school.  The Governing Body believes that the school would not be able to continue to offer a broad and balanced curriculum to pupils based on the number of pupils on roll and projected numbers.  There are a several first and primary schools within the local area, which provide parents with a wide choice of options for school places.
The capacity of the school is 25.  In May 2018, there were 3 pupils on roll at the school; one pupil is in Year 4 and will leave the school to join a middle school in September 2018 and no applications have been made for a place in Reception at the school in September 2018.  Therefore, there are 2 children forecast to be on roll at the school in September 2018. 


	Pupil Numbers and Admissions
There are currently 3 pupils on roll at Netherton Northside First School.

The age range of the school is a 3-9 and provides education to both boys and girls.

There are currently no pupils with statements of Special Educational Needs/Educational Health Care Plans enrolled at the school.


	Displaced Pupils 

In accordance with section 15(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006, Northumberland County Council intends to discontinue (close) the following schools with effect from 31 August 2018:

To facilitate this, it is proposed that the following model be implemented in accordance with the following arrangements and timeline:



31 August 2018

· 
Netherton Northside First School would close.


1 September 2018
· Pupils in Year 4 at the school would transfer into Year 5 as usual to a local middle or primary school according to parental preference.

· Pupils in Years 1 to 3 at the school in August 2018 would transfer to join the cohort of Thropton Village First School or to another school providing education in those year groups according to parental preference.

There are several first schools within the locality of Netherton Village that would have the capacity to accommodate the displaced pupils from Netherton Northside First School.  It is proposed that Thropton Village First School would incorporate the catchment area of Netherton Northside First School should it be approved for closure for the following reasons:

· Thropton Village First School is the nearest school to Netherton village and as with Netherton Northside First School, does not have a faith designation.

· Parents who would by choice prefer for their children to be educated within a faith school would be able to make a preference for Harbottle CE First School or Whittingham CE Primary School (whichever was the nearest to the place of residence), and where eligible, transport would be available on denominational grounds;
· Some children may be eligible for home to school transport where other schools are nearer to their place of residence e.g. Whittingham CE Primary School; Branton Primary School.
Distances from Netherton Northside First School village to alternative first schools named above and others are set out in the ‘Travel’ section of this proposal.


	Impact on the Community

The closure of Netherton Northside First School would remove primary education provision from the village.  However, as stated in ‘Displaced Pupils’, there are several other first schools within a reasonable travelling distance of Netherton.

The school building is in the ownership of the Council and alternative proposals for its use would be considered should the school be approved for closure.  The playing field is in private ownership, but there may be a possibility of a community transfer agreement being negotiated between the community and the owner, should the community wish to pursue this as an option for retaining the field as a community facility.


	Balance of denominational provision

There would be no impact on the balance of denominational provision within local area of Netherton as Netherton Northside First School does not have a religious character.  There are a number of schools with a religious character within the local area.


	Rural Primary Schools

Netherton Northside First School is a designated rural primary school, listed on the Department for Education’s designated list of primary schools 2017.  There is a presumption against the closure of rural schools in legislation, which requires that the case for closure of the school must be strong and in the best interests of educational provision in the area.  In forming a final decision on this statutory proposal, the Council would need to consider:
· Alternatives to closure

· Transport implications

· Overall and long-term impact on local people and the community of the closure of the school and the loss of the building as a community facility.


	Maintained nursery schools

Netherton Northside First School includes a maintained nursery with provision for children from age 3.  There are no children on roll in the nursery currently.  All the schools listed in the ‘Displaced Pupils’ section of this proposal have nursery provision for children from either 2 or 3 years of age.


	Provision for 16-19 year olds

N/A – Netherton Northside First School is an age 3-9 first school.


	Special educational provision
There are currently no pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs on roll at Netherton Northside First School.


	Travel
· Transport for all pupils affected by the proposed closure of Netherton Northside First School should it be approved would be arranged in accordance with the Council’s Home to School Transport Policy.

· Pupils on roll at Netherton Northside First School in Year 4 in August 2018 will transfer into   a middle or primary school in accordance with parental preference in September 2018 as usual.  
· Pupils on roll at Netherton Northside First School in Year 1 to Year 3 in the school in August 2018 would transfer to Thropton Village First School or another first or primary school in accordance with parental preference in September 2018.  These pupils may have a longer journey to school, depending on the location of the home residence.  For information, the distances to alternative local first and primary schools from Netherton Northside First School are as follows:

· Thropton Village First School, Thropton, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7JD – 4.7 miles;
· Harbottle Church of England First School, Harbottle, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7DG – 5.9 miles;
· Rothbury First School, Addycombe, Rothbury, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE65 7PG – 6.7 miles;
· Whittingham Church of England Primary School, Whittingham, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4UP – 5.9 miles;
· Branton Community Primary School, Branton, Powburn, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 4JF – 7.9 miles.
· There would be no anticipated significant increase in car use as a result of these proposals.

	

	Consultation
In the interests of providing further information, all of the applicable statutory requirements to consult on this proposal as set out in Section 15(1) and Section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 were complied with during the pre-publication consultation period between 9 February and 30 March 2018.
Notification of the consultation was distributed to a range of consultees in line with Department of Education guidance, including parents, staff and Governors of Netherton Northside First School.   A consultation document was also made available on the Council’s website and electronic and hard-copy versions of the consultation feedback form could be accessed.  Consultees were able to respond to the consultation by either using the electronic online response form, by email or by post.
3 separate meetings for the parents of the 3 pupils at the school and public, staff and the Governing Body were held at Netherton Northside First School during the consultation period between 9 February and 30 March 2018.  The meeting for parents and the public was advertised on the Council’s website.
Details of the persons and parties consulted, notes of the consultation meetings, and views of the persons consulted are detailed in the Executive Director of Children’s Services which are available on the Council’s website at http://committee.northumberland.gov.uk/Meeting.aspx?MeetID=7797



	Submission of Objections and Comments on Proposals
Within four weeks after the date of publication of these proposals (i.e. by midnight on Thursday 7 June 2018), any person may object to or make comments on the proposals by sending their written representations to: The Executive Director of Children’s Services, County Hall, Morpeth, Northumberland NE61 2EF, or by email to educationconsultation@northumberland.gov.uk.
Signature





Publication Date:  10 May 2018
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Cath McEvoy

Executive Director of Children’s Services
Northumberland County Council
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