Forthcoming Festivals/Commemorations
3 January
5 January
6 January
6 - 7 January
27 January
2 February
12 February
17 February
18 February
18 Feb - 4 April
19 February
23 February
1 March
4 - 5 March
5 March
6 March
7 March
8 March
17 March
21 March
29 March - 4 April
3 April
3 April
3 - 11 April
5 April
5 April
10 April
12 April
14 April
14 April
15 - 16 April
21 April - 2 May
23 April
4 May

The Prophet Muhammad’s Birthday (Muslim)
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh (Sikh Nanakshahi Calendar)
Epiphany (Western Christian)
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day (Orthodox Christian, Rastafarian)
Holocaust Memorial Day (National)
Candlemas/The Presentation of the Lord (Christian)
Darwin’s Birthday (National)
Shrove Tuesday (Western Christian)
Ash Wednesday (Western Christian)
Lent (Western Christian)
Yuan Tan/Chinese New Year (Chinese)
First Day of Lent/The Great Feast (Orthodox Christian)
St. David’s Day (National)
Purim (Jewish)
Teng Chieh (Chinese)
Holi (Hindu)
Women’s World Day of Prayer (Christian)
International Women’s Day (International)
St. Patrick’s Day (National)
Nawruz (Bahai)
Holy Week (Western Christian)
Good Friday (Western Christian)
Mahavir Jayanti (Jain)
Pesach/Passover (Jewish)
Easter Day (Western Christian)
Ching Ming (Chinese)
Holy Friday (Orthodox Christian)
Pascha/Easter Day (Orthodox Christian)
Baisakhi (Sikh)
Birthday of Guru Nanak (Sikh Nanakshahi Calendar)
Yom Ha-Shoah/Holocaust Day (Jewish)
Ridvan (Bahai)
St. George’s Day (National)
Wesak/Visakha Puja (Buddha Day) (Buddhism)

P.S. Anyone seeking to find out the dates of additional festivals or commemorations from 1st January to early May
should access the many lists available on the internet. Some of the best such lists (in terms of inclusiveness and
accuracy) derive from the BBC and RE:Online. The Shap Working Party on World Religion also produces a very good
list, but the list must be purchased whether in hard or electronic form

Please send your contributions or comments to;
Linda Papaioannou, Democratic Services Officer, Northumberland County Council, County Hall,
Morpeth, NE61 2EF
Telephone 01670 622615
E-mail: Linda.Papaioannou@northumberland.gov.uk
For further information, please see NASACRE newsletters at www.nasacre.org.uk and
www.multifaiths.com
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The study of values at Cragside
CE Primary School, Cramlington
Cragside Church of England
Primary School pupils have been
thinking about British and Christian
values. As a school, we felt that
we had a huge role to play in
teaching our children about values
in school, to support the work
the parents do with their children
outside school. As we all know
and understand, children observe
and analyse everything in the
world around them. In this everchanging world, we acknowledge
the importance of our children
understanding, accepting,
appreciating and welcoming
difference. We place great
emphasis on children building
good relationships during their
time at Cragside, so, by weaving
values into the fabric of who the
children are, we know that this will
underpin the development of their
relationships with their peers and
adults in school, as well as in their
community.
Each class talked about values
that we thought were important.
The children then thought of their
own creative ways to display these
values for all to see. Our values
are displayed in the main hall of the school to serve as a reminder to the
children, as well as to let any visitors know what is important to us as a school
community.
We considered what was meant by British values and looked at areas such as
the importance of our broad and balanced curriculum, our constant promotion
of respect and tolerance for others and the importance of democracy, which
we undertook during school council elections earlier this term. We also
examined the importance of events such as Remembrance Sunday and
Armistice Day, and encouraged the children to reflect on these and other key
events in our calendar.
In recognition of our work in looking at other cultures, our school was
awarded the British Council’s International School Award, which we were very
proud to receive.
Joanne Pringle,
RE Subject Leader,
Cragside Church of England Primary School, Cramlington.

Morpeth County First School’s World
Faiths Project
Year 1 visited the Hindu Mandir in
Newcastle where they looked at
pictures and models of different
forms of God and learnt about their
significance to the religion. The
children were inspired by what they
had seen and painted their own
forms of God back at school. “The
Gods were cool because they were
so colourful.” (Alan)
Year 2 visited the Reform
Synagogue in Newcastle and were
able to look at the artefacts first
hand. The children particularly
enjoyed seeing a Torah scroll and
were fascinated to learn that it takes
about a year to write it! “I didn’t
expect the Torah to be so big.”
(Evie)
The children in Year 3 were very
respectful during their visit to the
University Mosque in Newcastle
and wore hats and headscarves
whilst inside the building. Following
their visit they learnt about Muslim
artefacts and their significance to
the religion. “I didn’t know what
to expect when we went to the
Mosque but it was really interesting.”
(Charlie)

In June 2014, Morpeth (Goosehill) County First School
organised a very successful World Faiths Project during which
our part-time Northumberland RE consultant, Mr P. André,
helped to lead visits to different worship centres and taught
the children about a specific festival relating to each religion
represented by the centre.
The children thoroughly enjoyed their visits, which supported our remit
to promote cultural diversity and religious tolerance and understanding.
Back at school, there was a buzz about the visits and it was clear that
the children had not only gained knowledge, but were asking questions
in order to further aid their understanding and make comparisons
between the lifestyles of different people.
Reception re-enacted a wedding ceremony at St. George’s URC in
Morpeth. The children each had a role and dressed up accordingly,
then back at school the wedding reception was a joyous occasion with
a wedding cake to cut and eat, following the Christian tradition.

The children in Year 4 visited the
Sikh Gurdwara in Newcastle and
felt very lucky to try some of the
traditional food. Their visit led to
some creative writing back in school
and all the children agreed that the
visit was a much more fun way to
learn about the religion.
At the end of the World Faiths
Project, the children invited their
parents to an assembly in which
they could share their learning and
experiences. We hope to visit the
different worship centres again
as part of the R.E. curriculum and
would like to thank all of those
involved for being so welcoming
and for making the children’s
learning so much fun.
Jennie Irvine,
RE Subject Manager,
Morpeth (Goosehill) First School

Holocaust Memorial Day,
27th January 2015
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) is, as always, on
27th January, and we are confident that many
Northumberland schools have already planned
events to coincide with the national commemoration.
The theme for this year is “Keeping the Memory
Alive”, and it is likely that many events will reach out
to individuals or groups that differ in some way from
the majority of pupils or students within the school.
However, HMD will have a profile higher than
ever before in Northumberland this year, because
various individuals and groups have worked hard
to ensure that the commemoration will live long
in people’s memory. Educational workshops for
pupils and students have been arranged with the
assistance of internationally renowned Show Racism
the Red Card; a collection of posters depicting
the persecution of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities will be on display at different venues
around the County for a week; and a special
commemorative service will be held in the
Council Chamber at County Hall, Morpeth (from
4.00pm to about 5.30pm on 27th January) which
will include readings, music, song and the testimony
of a genocide survivor. We are confident that
schools have already heard about these excellent
opportunities to learn more about the Holocaust in
particular and genocide more generally, and will
engage with them in whatever way they can.
This year’s HMD is of particular importance because
2015 commemorates the 70th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland (and it
is for this reason that many events in schools and
elsewhere will include the lighting of 70 candles,
one for each year since the liberation). But HMD
2015 assumes added poignancy because it marks
the 20th anniversary of the massacre of over 7,000
Bosniaks in Srebrenica in Bosnia, and the centenary
of the beginning of the so-called “forgotten
genocide” directed against the Armenians in the
crumbling Ottoman Empire (between one and two
million Armenians were murdered between April
1915 and the end of World War One).
If your school has yet to confirm how HMD will be
commemorated, we suggest that an outstanding
starting point for ideas is the HMD Trust website
(www.hmd.org.uk), where, among other things, you
can find out what is happening in other parts of the
country and access a wealth of excellent teaching
and learning materials.
Above all, HMD is designed “to challenge prejudice,
racism and discrimination, and to promote diversity,
equality and harmony between communities”.
Consequently, schools which address HMD confirm
their commitments to community cohesion, equality,
diversity and inclusion.
If any schools wish to share with a larger audience
what they did to commemorate HMD, please send
a summary to Phil André at phil.andre@ntlworld.
com and we will publish the article in a forthcoming
SACRE Newsletter.

