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Safeguarding Children Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
Music Partnership North - Northumberland (MPN) believes that pupils have a fundamental 
right to be protected from harm and to enjoy an environment that is safe, caring, happy and 
free from fear and abuse in order to learn. We also believe that all MPN staff working in 
schools have a right to personal support and guidance concerning the protection of pupils. 
 
MPN is committed to protecting the rights of children enshrined in The Children’s Act 2004 
(Section 11) and the papers “Working Together to Safeguard Children” and “Every Child 
Matters”.  Safeguarding Children, as defined in “Working together to Safeguard Children”, is 
protecting children from maltreatment and preventing impairment of children’s health or 
development. 
 
All MPN staff who come into contact with children and families in their everyday work, 
including people who do not have a specific role in relation to child protection, have a duty to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  This includes service users and their families 
and visitors to MPN premises and activities. 
 
All MPN staff are trained in child protection during their induction process, this is then updated 
every three years. 
 
This policy outlines: 
 

 What constitutes child abuse 
 

 What you should do if you suspect a child is being abused  
 
 
What constitutes child abuse? 
 

1. Child abuse occurs when children or young people under the age of 18 are hurt 
physically, emotionally or in some other way.  Children can be abused in any 
section of society.  Abuse occurs within all cultural, ethnic and religious 
communities.  Children may be abused by family or friends, by professionals who 
are in a caring role or by strangers.  All forms of abuse are wrong and have 
damaging effects on children and young people. 

 
2. There are four main areas of abuse: 

 

 Physical abuse includes hitting, kicking and punching and in serious cases 
may even lead to death 

 

 Emotional abuse includes degrading punishments, threats and withholding 
love and affection, which can undermine a child or young person’s 
confidence.  All abuse involves some element of emotional mistreatment 

 

 Neglect occurs when basic needs such as food, warmth and medical care 
are not met 

 

 Sexual abuse includes all forms of sexual activity where children and young 
people are sexually exploited.  This includes all forms of inappropriate 
touching, rape and/or oral sex. It also includes inappropriate touching or 
involvement with activities with which the child feels uncomfortable or which 
could be damaging such as watching pornographic materials 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What you should do if you suspect a child is being abused 
 

1. Everyone working for MPN has a responsibility to report their concerns to ensure all 
children and young people are safe.  If you are concerned that a child is suffering 
harm or is likely to suffer harm from another person you have a responsibility to 
protect the child by reporting your concern immediately. The designated person at the 
school the child attends is the first point of contact. 

 
2. There are many forms of abuse and some are less clear than others, although this 

does not mean they are less harmful.  You are expected to be vigilant to the 
possibility of abuse and where you are unsure to seek the advice of the designated 
person.  What you see and know about a child is important and should be acted 
upon. 

 
3. In all cases of actual or suspected abuse outside of school hours or when the 

designated person is not available MPN staff have a duty to notify Northumberland 
County Council, Children’s Services Directorate.  During office hours this notification 
should be made by contacting the local district office (see appendix 1) and asking to 
speak to the duty social worker who will take details of the concern and decide what 
action is necessary to safeguard the child.  For concerns out of office hours the 
referral should be made to the Emergency Duty Team by telephoning 0845 6005252. 

 
4. Children’s Services staff will notify the police of any referral where a criminal offence 

may have been committed against a child. 
 

5. Allegations involving staff members will be referred to the Local Authority Designated 
Officer by Children’s Services and a strategy meeting called to consider the nature of 
the concerns.  This strategy meeting will include representation from Northumbria 
police and will plan any child protection investigation.   

 
6. MPN staff will not be expected to undertake any investigation into a safeguarding 

concern.  This remains the responsibility of Children’s Services who will become the 
responsible agency for coordinating intervention to protect a child once a referral has 
been made (see 5 above). 

 
MPN staff are not allowed to contact pupils directly by mobile phone, email, 
Facebook or other networking sites. Contact should always be made to a 
parent/guardian or through the school. 
 
MPN do not condone or support the use of Facebook, Twitter or other network 
sites to be used for uploading information or visual images of our ensembles as 
this may contravene child protection and copyright laws. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 1 

 
 
Children’s Services Local District Offices/ FACT Integrated Teams 
 
 

 
Office 

 

 
Address 

 
Telephone Number 

Alnwick 10 Bailiffgate 
Alnwick 
NE66 1LU 

01665 626830 
01665 626880 Fax 

Ashington South View 
Ashington 
NE63 0SF 

01670 815060 
01670 522896 Fax 

Bedlington 1 Beech Grove 
Bedlington 
NE22 5DA 

01670 536800 
01670 530507 Fax 

Berwick Walkergate 
Berwick upon Tweed 
TD15 1DB 

01289 334000 
01289 334040 Fax 

Blyth Compass House 
68 Bridge Street 
Blyth 
NE24 2SA 

01670 354316 
01670 365314 Fax 

Cramlington Civic Precinct 
Forum Way 
Cramlington 
NE23 6SH 

01670 712925 
01670 738685 Fax 

Hexham St Matthews House 
Hough Lane Industrial Est 
Hexham 
NE46 3PU 

01434 603582 
01434 609580 Fax 

Morpeth  
Children with Disabilities 

94 Newgate Street 
Morpeth 
NE61 1BU 

01670 516131 
01670 510909 Fax 

Morpeth 94 Newgate Street 
Morpeth 
NE61 1BU 

01670 516131 
01670 510909 Fax 

Leaving Care Team Civic Precinct 
Forum Way 
Cramlington 
NE24 6SH 

01670 712925 
01670 738685 Fax 

Out of Hours 
 

For all areas 0845 600 5252 

 
Other contact numbers 
 

Police Public Protection Unit (includes Child Abuse 
Investigation Unit) 

01661 872555 

Care Trust Safeguarding Team 
safeguardingchildrenteam@nct.nhs.uk  

01670 593681 

Families Information Service 
http://northumberland.childrensservice.directory.org.uk 

0800 0234440 

 
Contacts updated Feb 2011 
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