
Issue No: 200228 

February 2020 

 Produced by the Regeneration Programmes and External Funding Team   

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here and enter unsubscribe in the 

subject . 

If you have any questions or wish to contribute a funding opportunity please contact us. 

The Funding e-bulletin is designed to be viewed as an email or an electronic device and 

therefore is not formatted for printing. 

 

1. Simply browse the overview to each fund 

2. If anything catches your interest? Simply click on the click here link at the end of the 

paragraph or the active hyperlink and this will take you directly to the funders website 

3. You can then view and print any information from there 

 

NCC cannot be held responsible or liable for any information or broken webpages and links 

provided by third parties. 

Featured Funds: 

 

1. Education 
1.1 Funding to Support Education in Disadvantaged Areas (UK / International)  
1.2 Royal Society of Chemistry - Outreach Fund small grants scheme (UK) 
1.3 Funding for Capital Projects in Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges (UK) 
1.4 Funding for Projects that Support the Education and Development of Children and Young 

People (England) 
1.5 Funding to Develop the Classics in Primary and Secondary Schools (UK) 
1.6 Foyle Foundation Schools Library Programme (UK) 
1.7 Kellogg’s Breakfast Club Grants Programme Re-opens for Applications (UK) 

2. Sustainability 
2.1 Funding Available to Reduce the Environmental Impact Packaging, Batteries or Waste 

Electrical and Electronic Equipment (UK) 
2.2 ISCF smart sustainable plastic packaging: feasibility studies and industrial research grant 

3. Health Care and Hospices 

3.1 Grants of up to £20,000 Available to Adult Hospices to Improve Buildings and Outside 

Spaces (UK)  
3.2 Widening Access to Dementia Care and Mental Health Support (UK) 

4. Charities, Community Groups, Social 

Enterprises and Voluntary organisations 

4.1 Funding for Projects to Increase the Employment Skills of People Aged 11 or Older (UK) 
4.2 Funding to Support Disadvantaged and Vulnerable Older People (England and Wales) 
4.3 Funding to Help Disadvantaged Young People and Children (England and Wales) 
4.4 Small Grants for Summer Play schemes (UK) 
4.5 Hadrian Trust (North East of England) 
4.6 Leeds Building Society Charitable Foundation Grant (UK) 
4.7 Architectural Heritage Fund - Project Viability Fund (UK) 
4.8 Museum Association collections strategy and development grant  
4.9 Up to £50,000 Available for Community Projects (UK) 
4.10 Grants to Support Children’s Health and Education (UK and Ireland) 
4.11 Funding of Up to £10,000 Available to Tackle Social Deprivation (North East) 
4.12 Funding for Summer Play Schemes (UK) 
4.13 Funding Available for Projects that Benefit the Local Community (North East) 
4.14 Overseas Development Grants for UK-based Charities (UK) 
4.15 Sport England Launches New Major Event Volunteer Fund (England)  
4.16 Lloyds Bank Foundation Relaunches Grants Programme tackling complex social issues 

(England & Wales) 
4.17 Funding for projects that address severe learning disabilities (UK) 
4.18 Funding for Community Sports Facilities (England) 
4.19 Funding to help develop community businesses (UK) 
4.20 New £3 Million Fund to Boost Health in Disadvantaged Areas (England) 

5. Reduce Crime 

5.1 Home Office Launch £25m Safer Streets Fund 
5.2 Funding to Develop the Sustainability of Organisations Supporting the Rehabilitation of 

Offenders and Ex-offenders (UK) 

6. Transport  
6.1 Grants to Promote and Secure Better and Safer Roads (UK) 
6.2 Funding to Become Britain's First Fully Electric Bus Town (England – outside London) 
6.3 Rural Mobility Fund Opens for Applications (England) 
6.4 Government Launches New SuperBus Fund (England)  
6.5 Lord's Taverners Accessible Minibuses Grant Programme (UK) 

7. Sport 
7.1 Grants of up to £5,000 Available to Help Repair Damage to Sports Pitches and Facilities 

(England)  

8. Arts and Crafts 

8.1 Funding for Music Making Projects For Young People in Challenging Circumstances 

(England) 
8.2 Funding for Artists to Develop their Artistic Practice (England) 
8.3 Idlewild Trust Announces Next Application Deadline (UK) 
8.4 Small Theatres Improvement Grants Available (UK) 
 

1. Education 
1.1 Funding to Support Education in Disadvantaged Areas (UK / International) 

Grants are available to support schools and registered charities that wish to undertake educational 

work with children and young people in disadvantaged areas.  The British & Foreign Schools 

Society (BFSS) normally makes grants for educational projects totaling about £600,000 in any one 

year. The majority (85% of grants) are made to charities and educational bodies (with charitable 

status). Schools, Colleges and Universities wishing to apply need to have either charitable status or 

"exempt charity" status. 

Round 2 last date for Submission of Grant Application: 14th April 2020 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

1.2 Royal Society of Chemistry - Outreach Fund small grants scheme (UK) 

Our Fund provides financial support to members, individuals and organisations in order to enable 

them to run chemistry-based public and schools engagement activities. There are two tiers of 

funding; small grants up to £2,000 to large grants between £2,000 and £10,000. 

The closing date for applications is the 11th May 2020 and for large grants the 14th September 

2020 

To be directed to the funders website: click here  

 

1.3 Funding for Capital Projects in Secondary Schools and Sixth Form Colleges (UK) 

From the 1st May 2020, secondary schools and colleges that have reached a level of excellence 

will be eligible to apply for a grant of up to £100,000 towards 50% of the cost of capital projects. A 

total of around £1.75 million will be allocated each year to new build, refurbishment or equipment 

projects related to the teaching of science and technology or information or communications 

technology directly related to learning for projects involving libraries, languages, music or the arts. 

The funding will be made available through the Wolfson Foundation’s Secondary Education 

Programme. The closing date for applications will be the 10th June 2020. 

To be directed to the funder’s website: click here 

 

1.4 Funding for Projects that Support the Education and Development of Children and 

Young People (England) 

Schools, colleges and community groups in England can apply for grants to BlueSpark Foundation 

to support the education and development of children and young people through educational, 

cultural, sporting and other projects. BlueSpark is particularly keen to support projects which will 

help enhance the self-confidence, team working skills and future employability of children and 

young people. In most cases grants will be made on a relatively small scale.  Many of the grants the 

Foundation make are under £2000 and none are more than £5000. 

Applications can be submitted at any time and must be made online on BlueSpark Foundation's 

online Application Form. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

1.5 Funding to Develop the Classics in Primary and Secondary Schools (UK) 

Classics for All, which aims to develop the teaching of classics such as Latin, Greek, classical 

civilisation and ancient history in UK state schools has opened its 2018 grants programme. The 

funding focus remains on supporting the development or introduction of Classics in schools or 

consortia of state schools especially in areas where there is limited or no access to school 

provision. Previous grants awarded have ranged in size from £100 to £15,000 supporting 

everything from the establishment of an after-school Classics club to training for teachers in 20 

schools to introduce Latin or Classical Civilisation at Key Stage 2 and 3, GCSE or A level.  

Applications can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

1.6 Foyle Foundation Schools Library Programme (UK) 

State funded schools as well as dedicated schools that do not have or want to improve their 

libraries can apply for funding through the Foyle Foundation Schools Library Programme.  Priority 

will be given to primary schools and to funding library books.  Secondary schools are eligible, but 

primary schools are a higher priority. The Foundation will also consider contributions towards e-

readers, library software, necessary IT equipment and specialist seating/desks. 

Applications can be made for grants of between £1,000 and £10,000.  Applications will be 

strengthened if the PTA/Friends group can support the project. 

Applications can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funder’s website: Click here 

 

1.7 Kellogg’s Breakfast Club Grants Programme Re-opens for Applications (UK) 
The Kellogg’s Breakfast Club Grants Programme has re-opened for applications. Through the 

programme grants of up to £1,000 are available to schools in the UK to set up Breakfast clubs. To 

qualify for the programme the breakfast club must be based in a school in England, Wales, 

Scotland or Northern Ireland and priority will be given to schools that have 35% and above of 

children eligible for pupil premium funding and / or eligible for free school meals or that are based in 

an area which is classified as falling in the 10% of most deprived areas according to the Index of 

Multiple Deprivation. Only one grant per school in each academic year will be available. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

2. Sustainability 
 

2.1 ISCF smart sustainable plastic packaging: feasibility studies and industrial research 

grant 

UK businesses can apply for a share of up to £1 million for early-stage projects in smart and 

sustainable plastic packaging. This funding is from the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund. 

Competition closes: Midday Wednesday 1 April 2020 12:00pm 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

3. Health Care and Hospices 
 

3.1 Funding to Improve Health Care within Communities (UK) 

Funding of between £300,000 and £500,000 is available to support up to five teams across the UK 

for two to three years to improve health care through collaboration between those who use health 

services and those who deliver them. The funding is available to support collaborations between 

providers of NHS services and voluntary or community sector organisations, such as charities or 

social enterprises. The funding is being made available through the Health Foundation’s Common 

Ambition programme. 

The closing date for applications is the 20th March 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

3.2 Widening Access to Dementia Care and Mental Health Support (UK) 
Capital grants of up to £40,000 are available for projects that improve the physical environment 

within which adult and children’s hospices deliver care. The grants will seek to address inequality 

and widen access to hospice care for people with dementia or a mental health condition. This can 

be through putting into practice the recommendations or findings from an organisational or local 

scoping exercise; piloting a new project based on a robust needs assessment; and responding to 

national policy or research evidence. The funding is being made available through Hospice UK and 

the total amount of funding available is £200,000. 

The deadline for applications is 5pm on the 20th April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4. Charities, Community Groups, Social Enterprises 

and Voluntary organisations 
 

4.1 Funding for Projects to Increase the Employment Skills of People Aged 11 or Older (UK) 

Grants of up to £5,000 are available to registered charities to assist with specific projects or core 

activities that support literacy, numeracy, digital and additional skills for people aged 11 or older in 

order to increase their employment prospects within the UK. To be eligible the charities applying for 

funding will need to have an annual income of £500,000 or less. The funding is being made 

available through the Thomas Wall Trust 

The closing date for submitting an expression of interest is the 25th March 2020. Applicants 

successful at this stage will need to complete a more in-depth Stage 2 application.  
To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.2 Funding to Support Disadvantaged and Vulnerable Older People (England and Wales) 

Local and national charities in England and Wales can apply to the Later Life Inclusions grants 

programme run by the Masonic Charitable Foundation. The Later Life Inclusion grants programme 

is open to charities working to reduce loneliness and isolation of vulnerable and disadvantaged 

people over 50. The programme offers both small grants of up to £15,000 to charities with an 

annual income of up to £500,000 for projects lasting up to three years; and grants of between 

£10,000 and £80,000 to charities with an annual income of above £500,000 for projects lasting up 

to three years. 

The next closing date for applications to the small grants programme is the 17th April 2020.  The 

large grants programme is currently closed and is due to re-open for applications on the 30th March 

2020 until the 15th June 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.3 Funding to Help Disadvantaged Young People and Children (England and Wales) 

Charities in England and Wales can apply for Early Years Opportunities Grants through the 

Masonic Charitable Foundation. The Early Years Opportunities programme is open to charities that 

help disadvantaged children and young people (up to the age of 25 years) overcome the barriers 

they face to achieve the best possible start in life. The Foundation also offers funding of between 

£10,000 and £80,000 through its large grants programme. The large grants programme is currently 

closed and is due to re-open for applications on the 30th March 2020 until the 15th June 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.4 Small Grants for Summer Play schemes (UK) 
Grants of between £500 and £1,000 are available to registered charities to fund summer play 

schemes for children between the ages of 5-16 years. To be eligible for funding, the charity will 

have to have an annual income of less than £100,000 and the play scheme must run for a minimum 

of 2 weeks or 10 days during the summer holidays. Priority is given to small local play schemes 

involving a large number of children especially those with disabilities or from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. Projects supported will also be expected to make good use of volunteers, encourage 

past and current users to participate and ensure that funds awarded are being well used. If the 

applicant is not a registered charity then a registered charity may apply on the scheme’s behalf. 

The funding is being made available by the Woodward Charitable Trust. 

The closing date for applications is midday on Friday 3rd April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.5 Hadrian Trust (North East of England) 

This small Charitable Trust aims to improve the lives of people living and working in the North East 

of England by awarding grants on a quarterly basis to charities and groups working for the benefit 

of people and the environment. Grants are allocated to charities and groups working across Tyne 

and Wear, Northumberland and Durham, including Hartlepool. Applications are considered for 

running costs, project costs, part salaries and basic equipment. 

The next closing date for applications to the Hadrian Trust is 9th April 2020.  

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.6 Leeds Building Society Charitable Foundation Grant (UK) 

UK registered charities, or those affiliated with a registered charity working to help those at 

disadvantage in society can apply to the Leeds Building Society Charitable Foundation for support. 

Grants of between £250 - £1,000 are available to cover the costs involved in directly supporting 

those in need including those with disabilities, affected by homelessness, or with serious health 

issues. Previous grants have gone to organisations supporting young people in applying for jobs 

and towards the purchase of a portable multi-sensory environment, which will turn any room into a 

sensory room. The Foundation accepts applications from UK registered charities with a turnover of 

less than £1 million per year.  

The next deadline for applications is the 27th April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.7 Architectural Heritage Fund - Project Viability Fund (UK) 

Grants are available for formally constituted charities or social enterprises up to £15,000 to 

undertake a project involving the acquisition and conversion of an historic building. The grant will 

contribute towards the cost of exploring different options for reuse or testing a single option. At the 

end of the process the organisation should be able to make an informed decision on whether the it 

should commit to further cost, risk and effort in developing the project.  

The closing date for applications in this round is the 30th April 2020.  

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.8 Museum Association collections strategy and development grant 

The Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund supports a range of projects that bring collections closer to 

people.  

We award the fund on behalf of the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation to projects that demonstrate the 

significance, distinctiveness and power of collections to people. Grants of up to £250,000 are 

available for projects running for up to five years to support initiatives that use collections to support 

the established strategy of an organisation for a long-term benefit. This type of grant aims to 

accelerate the development of museums that are committed to finding new ways to involve their 

audience and communities with collections. It is designed to help organisations overcome some of 

the barriers of traditional project funding, so we will offer additional coaching to projects that could 

benefit from our skills and network.  

Invites to submit expressions of interest in May however you will need to discuss your projects with 

a member of the team prior to submission. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.9 Up to £50,000 Available for Community Projects (UK) 
Aviva has teamed up with the fundraising platform Crowdfunder to offer funding of up to £50,000 to 

small charities and community interest groups in the UK with innovative ideas that benefit their 

community.  Every three months from January 2020 onwards, £250,000 will be split equally among 

Aviva’s UK employees to donate to the projects that matter to them most. Once applications have 

been submitted, applicants will need to create a fundraising page on Crowdfunder that Aviva 

employees can browse and donate funds to.  Applicants can also showcase their projects to raise 

additional public donations. 

The closing date to apply to the Aviva Community Fund is the 5th May 2020.   

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.10 Grants to Support Children’s Health and Education (UK and Ireland) 

Grants of up to £30,000 are available to registered charities for projects that improve education and 

health for young people in three key areas; Children and young people with disabilities; Children 

and young people who are sick in hospital; Children and young people who are life limited 

(requiring palliative care). The Foundation is a small charity and generally will not make awards of 

over £30,000 (per year) for up to two years. Funding can be requested for one-off projects or for up 

to 2 years work. Applications from schools and hospitals are welcomed as long as they are made 

through an appropriate registered charity. Grant applications for up to £5,000 can be approved by 

the Director, up to £10,000 can be approved by the Grants Committee, and applications for more 

than £10,000 are recommended to the Trustees for final approval. 

The next deadline to apply to the DM Thomas Foundation Central Grants Programme is 5th May 

2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.11 Funding of Up to £10,000 Available to Tackle Social Deprivation (North East) 

Registered charities exempted or excepted organisations can now apply for up to £10,000 of 

funding for core costs and charitable activities that benefit the residents of Tyne & Wear, 

Northumberland, County Durham and Teesside. The funding is being made available from the 1989 

Willan Charitable Trust which, with the help of the Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and 

Northumberland, distributes up to £500,000 each year. The Trustees prefer to prioritise projects for 

which the funding will represent a significant contribution to the delivery of the project. 

The closing date for applications in this round of funding is the 15th May 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.12 Funding for Summer Play Schemes (UK) 

Community and voluntary groups in the UK can apply for grants to run summer play schemes for 

children aged 5 – 18. To be eligible for funding, summer play schemes should be locally based, last 

between two and six weeks and have strong volunteer support. Priority will be given to projects 

which show that they are inclusive of children from refugee families and have BME involvement. 

The funding is being made available through the Hilden Charitable Fund. 

The closing date for applications is the 29th May 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.13 Funding Available for Projects that Benefit the Local Community (North East) 

Charities with community projects that can demonstrate that their aims have identifiable public 

benefit in Tyne and Wear, Northumberland and County Durham including Hartlepool can now apply 

for funding. The funding has been made available by the Sir James Knott Trust and special 

consideration will be given to charitable activities that are known to have been of interest to Sir 

James Knott including military and maritime organisations, youth clubs, projects to help the elderly, 

education and training. Small grants of up to £1,000 can be applied for at any time, larger grants 

average around £4,500 and the trustees meet to consider applications three times a year.  

The closing date for applications in the next round is the 12th June 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.14 Overseas Development Grants for UK-based Charities (UK) 

The Philip Henman Trust awards grants to major UK-based charities (with annual incomes of over 

£100,000) for long-term overseas development projects that require funding for between three and 

five years. The Trust awards a total of £25,000 as grants of between £3,000 and £5,000 per project 

per annum and expects this figure to represent 20 – 80% of the overall project costs. Successful 

applicants will have demonstrated that the project will provide lasting benefit for the people and 

communities supported. 

Applications are considered once a year.  The next closing date for applications is the 10th 

September 2020.  

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

4.15 Sport England Launches New Major Event Volunteer Fund (England) 

The aim of the fund is to help national governing bodies, event hosts and other organisations make 

it easier and more attractive for existing volunteers at national sporting events to continue their 

volunteering experience in sport at a community level. The funding is available to national 

governing body or organisation hosting the major event that can demonstrate that they’ve a clear 

plan to support their major event volunteers and have identified appropriate steps which will 

maximise the transition rate of the volunteers into community sport volunteering opportunities. 

Grants of between £10,000 and £100,000 are available and the fund will be open to new applicants 

until January 2021. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.16 Lloyds Bank Foundation Relaunches Grants Programme tackling complex social issues 

(England & Wales) 

Charities in England and Wales with an income of between £25,000 and £1million that are tackling 

complex social issues can now apply for core funding grants worth up to £100,000. The funding is 

part of the Lloyds Bank Foundations relaunched grants programme which now has a simpler and 

more flexible approach. Grants are available of up to £100,000 and are available over three years 

(with the possibility of continuing to six years) and can be used entirely for core costs. Core costs 

are overhead costs of an organisation, as opposed to those specific to a project; with charities able 

to flex how much they spend each year. 

Applications can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here  

 

4.17 Funding for projects that address severe learning disabilities (UK) 

The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund is a registered charity which was established to provide both 

research and project funding in the areas of severe learning difficulties, including autism for both 

children and adults. Grants are made to cover capital projects and core costs to include staff costs, 

general running and office costs at charitable organisations, schools and centres. Applications will 

only be considered from voluntary organisations which are registered charities or are associated 

with a registered charity. Schools and Parent Teacher Associations and Industrial & Provident 

Societies can also apply. Funding in the past has ranged in value from £350 to £150,000. 

Applications for £10,000 or below can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.18 Funding for Community Sports Facilities (England) 
Sports clubs, local authorities, schools and community organisations can apply for grants of 

between £1,000 and £150,000 to enhance local sports and recreational facilities. The funding which 

is being provided through Sport England's Community Asset Fund can be used to enhance 

traditional sports facilities as well as outdoor spaces like canal towpaths, woodlands and open 

spaces; etc. that can be used as part of an active lifestyle. 

This is a rolling programme and applications can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.19 Funding to help develop community businesses (UK) 
The Community Shares Booster Programme is a funding scheme to support community share 

offers. It will invest equity up to £100,000 to match community shares in societies that can 

demonstrate higher than average levels of community impact, innovation and engagement. The 

programme will also provide development grants of up to £10,000 to help societies get investment 

ready and meet standards of good practice. Match funding will be in the form of equity held on 

equal terms with other community shareholders. The objectives of this new Booster Programme are 

to help disadvantaged and under-represented communities develop successful community 

businesses, especially in under-represented trade sectors, and financed through community share 

offers based on new forms of investment proposition, institutional support, and business appraisal 

methodologies 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

4.20 New £3 Million Fund to Boost Health in Disadvantaged Areas (England) 
The King's Fund has announced a major new partnership with The National Lottery Community 

Fund that will see up to £3 million of funding available to help voluntary and community 

organisations boost the health and wellbeing of their communities. Applications for Healthy 

communities together are due to open in spring 2020, and the pilot areas will start work later in the 

year. The programme is open to applications from groups of voluntary and community 

organisations and public sector organisations working together in a local area in England and is 

designed to target areas experiencing the most disadvantage. 

The deadline for applications is 27 March 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

5. Reduce Crime 
 

5.1 Home Office Launch £25m Safer Streets Fund  
The Safer Streets Fund will be open to bids from Police and Crime Commissioners for projects 

aimed at preventing acquisitive crime.  The purpose of the Safer Streets Fund is to invest in the 

delivery of local crime prevention plans, which deliver the outcome of reduced acquisitive crime 

through situational crime prevention. Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) in England and 

Wales are eligible to apply. PCCs are asked to work with partners, to design and deliver local crime 

prevention plans. 

The total amount of funding available is £25 million.  

The deadline for bids is 20 March 2020.  

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

5.2 Funding to Develop the Sustainability of Organisations Supporting the Rehabilitation of 

Offenders and Ex-offenders (UK) 

This Development Grant provides funding towards core rather than project costs and is aimed at 

strengthening an organisation as a whole. During this funding round, the Trust will provide grants to 

not for profit organisations working towards the rehabilitation of offenders or ex-offenders. Grants 

are available from £10,000 up to £80,000 for duration of 6 months to 3 years. The amount of 

funding requested must be proportional to the development that will be undertaken. A maximum of 

£30,000 per year or £2,500 per month for smaller developments can be requested. Online 

application forms will be available for submissions from the 23rd March 2020. The next closing date 

for applications to its Development Grants programme is noon on the 4th May 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

6. Transport 
 

6.1 Grants to Promote and Secure Better and Safer Roads (UK) 

Grants and bursaries of between £5,000 - £25,000 are available for research, education and 

community projects with the aim of promoting and securing better and safer roads in terms of 

design, engineering and aesthetics including enhancements of the experience of road users. 

Funded activity includes courses leading to qualifications related to traffic engineering and transport 

planning, research projects and programmes or schemes to improve the highway network and the 

roadside environment, for example roadside parks and open spaces. Eligible applicants include 

educational institutions, charities and social enterprises. There is no upper or lower limit for grant 

applications although grants most commonly fall in the range £5,000 - £25,000. 

Deadlines for applications to the Rees Jeffries Road Fund are a little over two weeks before 

trustees’ meetings. The next appropriate meeting is the 21st April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

6.2 Funding to Become Britain's First Fully Electric Bus Town (England – outside London) 

Local authorities in England can now apply to become the UK’s first all-electric bus town. The 

winning area will receive up to £50 million to help pay for a brand-new fleet of electric buses, 

reducing emissions and cleaning up the air in their community. The £50 million fund is part of a total 

£170 million allocated to improve services and make bus journeys greener, easier and more 

reliable. The funding is available to English Local Authorities outside of London. 

The closing date for applications is 5pm on the 30th April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

6.3 Rural Mobility Fund Opens for Applications (England) 
The Department for Transport is inviting applications from Local Authorities under the Rural Mobility 

Fund to trial on-demand bus services in rural or suburban areas. The focus of the fund is on setting 

up services where they do not already exist. A total of £20 million available and the DfT expect to 

see a range of project sizes coming forward, many of which would receive funding of between 

£500,000 and £1.5 million. All tiers of local government in England with responsibility for transport, 

except London boroughs can apply and will need to demonstrate that services predominantly serve 

communities in areas that have a population of fewer than 10,000 residents.  

There is a two-stage application process with the deadline for expressions of interest being 5pm on 

the 30th April 2020.  

To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

6.4 Government Launches New SuperBus Fund (England) 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has announced that English local authorities can bid for a 

share of £70 million of funding to trial new superbus networks to deliver low fare, high frequency 

services in urban areas in the top 75% most deprived local transport authorities. Eligible local 

transport authorities must demonstrate in their application that the proposal focuses on a town or 

city with a population of greater than 75,000. 

The closing date for submitting an Expression of Interest is 5pm on the 30th April 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

6.5 Lord's Taverners Accessible Minibuses Grant Programme (UK) 

The Lord's Taverners, the UK's leading youth cricket and disability sports charity, is accepting 

applications through its Accessible Minibuses grants programme. SEN Schools and organisations 

catering for young disabled people in the UK can apply to the Lords Taverners for specially-

adapted, wheelchair-accessible minibuses. These vehicles give young people with disabilities 

access to new places and experiences. Lord's Taverners minibuses are based on the current Ford 

Transit model, with a diesel engine. Please note that the Lord's Taverners are unable to support 

schools that cater for socially disadvantaged children, or mainstream schools for children with 

behavioral problems.  

Applications to the programme can be submitted at any time. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

7. Sport 
 

7.1 Grants of up to £5,000 Available to Help Repair Damage to Sports Pitches and Facilities 

(England) 

Sport England has announced that it has launched a new fund to help repair damaged sports 

pitches and facilities damaged by storms Ciara and Dennis.  Local authorities and community 

sports organisations are being invited to apply for a grant of up to £5,000 to pay for emergency 

repairs. The grants, which will come from Sport England’s Community Asset Fund, can be provided 

in as little as three weeks. The grants could typically be used to restore grass pitches, to repair and 

decontaminate flood or wind-damaged clubhouses, replace damaged electrical systems or dredge 

blocked drains.  

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

8. Arts and Crafts 
 

8.1 Funding for Music Making Projects For Young People in Challenging Circumstances 

(England) 

Schools as well as other not-for-profit organisations can apply for grants to fund developmental 

music-making projects for children and young people in challenging circumstance as well as 

strategic work supporting the development of the workforce, organisations, and/or the wider sector. 

The funding is being made available through Youth Music which is England's largest children's 

music charity. Youth Making's funding programme is made up of three separate funds. These are 

Fund A which offers small grants (£2,000 to £30,000) for high quality music-making projects; Fund 

B which offers medium-sized grants (30,001 - £150,000 per year for up to two years) for larger 

programmes of work; and the Music Education Hub Development Fund. In applying for funding 

schools will have to justify how the activities supported do not duplicate Department of Education 

funding. 

The closing dates for applications to Fund A is 5pm on the 3rd April 2020. Fund B and the 

Education Hub Development Fund are currently closed and expected to re-open for applications in 

Autumn 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

8.2 Funding for Artists to Develop their Artistic Practice (England) 

The next funding round of the Arts Council England's Developing your Creative Practice 

programme is due to open for applications on the 9th April 2020. Developing your Creative Practice 

makes grants of up to £10,000 and has been designed to support the development of independent 

creative practioners working in dance, theatre, music, visual arts, literature, combined arts or 

museums practice. The aim is to offer practitioners the time and space to work on ambitious and 

innovative research and development opportunities to make a step-change in their practice.  

The closing date for applications will be 12 pm on the 9th May 2020.  
To be directed to the funders website: click here 

 

8.3 Idlewild Trust Announces Next Application Deadline (UK) 

The Idlewild Trust supports charities that improve opportunities for young professionals working in 

the arts, particularly at an early stage in their careers; and supporting the conservation of important 

works of art and objects that are being lost through the lack of funds to look after these works. The 

Trust awards around £120,000 each year in grants and makes grants of up to £5,000. 

The next closing date for applications to its grant-making programme is the 10th September 2020. 

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

8.4 Small Theatres Improvement Grants Available (UK) 

The Theatres Trust has announced that theatres across the UK can apply for grants of up to £5,000 

to address urgent building repairs, improve operational viability, introduce environmental 

improvements, and enhance physical accessibility. To be eligible for funding, the theatre must be 

run by a charity or not-for-profit group that can clearly demonstrate the value capital improvements 

to their theatres would make to their work in local communities. Please note that applications for 

technical equipment and refurbishment of soft furnishings are a low priority for the scheme. 

The closing date for applications is noon on the 5th October 2020  

To be directed to the funders website: Click here 

 

Other News 
 

Government launches new business support campaign 

The government has from the 17 February 2020 launched a new business support campaign, 

designed to help businesses to find the right support as part of an ambition to make the UK the best 

place in the world to work and grow a business. As part of the campaign, government support will 

be advertised across a range of media, from billboards and newspapers to radio and social media. 

All of the government’s business support schemes will be accessible via the new Business Support 

site, making it easier for businesses in England to find out about the full range of support available 

to them.  

 

Looking for Funding?  
Northumberland County 4 Community is a user-friendly and professional community funding 

database for Northumberland which has already helped secure millions of pounds worth of support 

to the area. 

It is an online funding database and a step-by step process which enables you to identify and select 

funding schemes and awards that are appropriate to your project, and:   

 a convenient one-stop-shop of funding information.   

 

 an information source with thousands of funding schemes including grants, loans and awards 

from local, regional and national UK government, European funding, charitable trusts and 

corporate sponsors.   

 content ranging from modest community funds at one end of the spectrum to major, multilevel 

European initiatives at the other.  

 

To access Northumberland County 4 Community you must register some basic details. 

Northumberland County Council funds this service, and partners and community users can access 

this free of charge. Registration will give you immediate, free and unrestricted access to the 

comprehensive database of funding opportunities and business advice services. You can browse or 

search for funding, generate reports, access news items in full and set up alerts to receive updates 

regarding suitable funding opportunities. 

 

To register as a user - click here  
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