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Purpose of Report

This report sets out the background to the proposed reduced speed limits on
several sections of road between Warkworth and Hipsburn.

Recommendations

It is recommended that the reduced speed limits on the A1068 linking Hipsburn
to Birling, the U3029 road at Shortridge Hall and the route linking the A1068
with the U3043 roads are introduced as proposed.

Link to Corporate Plan

Living - “We want you to feel safe, healthy and cared for”
Enjoying - “We want you to love where you live”

Key Issues

The proposals have been developed following a Road Safety Study identifying
remedial measures to reduce the number of Road Traffic Collisions recorded
on this route.

The scheme will be funded from the 2022/23 Local Transport Plan (LTP)
programme.
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Background

A section of the A1068 road which links Hipsburn to Birling has been identified
as a high risk site requiring intervention measures as part of the LTP Local
Safety Schemes programme following a Road Safety Study which reviewed the
recent road safety record at this location. The route between Hipsburn and
Alnwick, estimated to be 4.5km in length, is a mainly unlit single carriageway
running in a north/south direction and is subject to a National Speed Limit with
several sharp bends and limited forward visibility alongside very minimal traffic
calming features. The derestricted speed limit reduces to a 30 MPH maximum
limit when approaching Hipsburn northbound and Birling southbound.

As part of the Local Safety Schemes project on the A1068 Alnwick to Ashington,
graduated/transitioned 50 MPH and 30 MPH speed limits have been introduced
on the first section of the route which links Alnwick to Hipsburn. Further traffic
calming measures are now proposed on the next section of the route to coincide
with these recent changes.

Proposals

Reducing the existing speed limit from National Speed Limit to 50 MPH is
proposed in this instance which is acceptable for use in rural locations on
approaches to or on the outskirts of areas such as Warkworth. An additional 50
MPH restriction is proposed on the road which links this part of the A1068 to
Warkworth Coach and Car Park in order to encourage slower speeds on a
popular route during the seasonal months.

A 40 MPH restriction is also proposed on the segment of the U3029 road which
adjoins with the A1068 and covers the area adjacent to the residential
properties at Shortridge Hall, along with the sharp bend situated there which
reduces visibility for motorists in an area where pedestrians are prominent due
to the houses located here. The extents of the proposed new speed limits are
outlined by the plan in Figure 1.
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Fig 1: Proposed new speed limits at the A1068 and adjoining roads between
Warkworth and Hipsburn

New traffic calming features will incorporate new speed limit signs and road
markings in the form of speed limit roundels on the ground to inform motorists
of the new restrictions. ‘Slow’ road marking text will also be installed throughout
the scheme with multiple warning signs to inform motorists of junctions and
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sharp bends, whilst vegetation will be cleared in areas required to improve
visibility.

It is expected that the speed limit reduction measures will promote slower traffic
speeds on this section of the Local Safety Schemes route and improve road
safety at a location which has a history of collisions occurring.

Details of the proposals are shown on the plans in Appendix A. Northumbria
Police, other emergency services and relevant statutory consultees will be
notified of these amendments as part of the process for making the permanent
Orders.
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Implications Arising out of the Report

Policy Consistent with existing policies

Finance and Scheme will be financed through the LTP 2022/23 programme
value for
money

Legal Motorists will be required to comply with the Traffic Regulation
Orders

Procurement None

Human None
Resources

Property None

Equalities N/A

(Impact
Assessment
attached)

Yes O No O
N/A O

Risk None
Assessment

Crime & Regulations in place to carry out enforcement
Disorder

Customer A reduction in speed will lead to a safer environment for all road
Consideration | users

Carbon Speed reduction assists with carbon reduction
reduction
Wards Alnwick

Amble West with Warkworth
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Background Papers:

File reference —

S:\Highways\PROJECT\22\HF Local Safety Schemes\A68, A696, A1068,
B6320 Route Action Schemes\HF224225 A1068 Section 2 — Hipsburn Rbt to
Birling, Warkworth

Author

Report Author William Binks, Programme Officer
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Title of Officer:

Subject:
Consultation:

Decision Taken:

Signature of Director
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DECISION TAKEN

Service Director, Local Services

Proposed 40 MPH and 50 MPH speed limit
restrictions on the A1068 route between Warkworth
and Hipsburn.

Not required for introduction of a 40 MPH or a 50
MPH speed limit restriction at this location, however
statutory consultees will be informed.

To introduce new speed limit (40 MPH and 50 MPH)
restrictions along the A1068 between Warkworth and
Hipsburn and its adjoining roads.

Date
25.01.23
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WOTES:

1.0 TRAFFIE SIGHS

1.1 HEW SIGWS TO COMPLY WITH BS EN 1288812007, AND

M!TIWL NWDg BE WUFPFI'URED FROW AN CONPOSTE
T APPROPRITE FAIE SHEETRG T8 CLASSFIZATION

I:I[rann IN TRAFRC sm

1.0 DEBKN WIND-LOADNG T2 D[I'ENHNE SGH SUPFORT ANE

FOLNDATEN DESIGN TD BS M 1200-1-90017, AND WATEMAL

MNE, HeS BEEN ASSESSEL' LISING BUCHANAN "SIChLDAD"

SIFTWRE OF SWLAR APPROVED SCFTWARE.

13 AL MECHONICAL FASTEMERS FOR MEW SCHS & BE

PROCLRED OWLY FREOM IS5 3 APPROVED STLRCES.

14 ENSURE POSTS DO MOT PROTRUDE AAVE SIEN MDEE

1.5 ENSURE A WNMUM 05m CIEARSNCE FROM EDGE OF

CARRAGEN
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20 ROAD HARKINGS
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EETWEEN 1=t SEFTEWBER MM OB/ZHh FEBRLARY QMLY.
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