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Useful Links 

 Northumberland Knowledge 2011 Census Information 

 2011 Census Northumberland Ward Fact Sheets 

 2011 Census Ward Population Pyramids 

 2011 Census Key Statistics for Northumberland bulletin 

 2011 Census on the Office for National Statistics website 

 You can access small area 2011 Census statistics from the Neighbourhood Statistics and Nomis websites 

 

Introduction 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) released Key and Quick Statistics tables from the 2011 Census that describe 

characteristics of the population for a range of different small areas in England and Wales on 31 January 2013. This 

bulletin summarises these statistics to describe the population for wards in Northumberland (as they stood at the time 

of the 2011 Census) in respect of who we are, how we live and what we do. The information provided in this bulletin 

accompanies detailed Northumberland Ward Fact Sheets that have recently been published on the new 

Northumberland Knowledge website. Map 3 at the end of this document shows the location of wards in 

Northumberland. 

 
The statistics have also been released for Output Areas and Super Output Areas which are small areas of a consistent 

population size that do not undergo boundary changes between Censuses. These areas can be used as a stable building 

block to produce statistics for custom areas that can be compared with information from the 2001 Census. The 

Northumberland County Council Policy and Research team will use statistics released at these geographies to produce 

regularly updated profiles for 27 Locality Areas in Northumberland. These profiles will be presented on the 

Northumberland Knowledge website once they are produced. ONS also released these statistics for parishes, wards, 

post code sectors, national parks, local authorities and health areas in England and Wales. 

 
The next release of information from the 2011 Census, ‘Detailed Characteristics’ is scheduled for release by June 2013 

and will present further information for  higher level geographies including middle layer super output areas, wards, 

unitary and local authorities, regions, countries, health areas, and national parks. The first phase of this release is 

scheduled for 16 May and will cover Migration; ethnicity, identity, language, religion, and health for local authority 

areas.

http://www.northumberlandinfonet.org.uk/
mailto:infonet@northumberland.gov.uk
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=15718
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=15728
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=15728
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/idoc.ashx?docid=622acc32-106c-484c-8aca-c8ca97e7d8e6&version=-1
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/index.html
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=15728
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=15725
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Key Points 

 In terms of population Prudhoe East (5,829 people) is the largest ward in Northumberland and Cramlington 

South East (3,850 people) is the smallest. 

 Bamburgh Ward (29 per cent) has the highest percentage of people aged 65 and over in Northumberland. 

 Bellingham (0.0 people per hectare) is the most sparsely populated ward in Northumberland and Plessey is the 

most densely populated (55). 

 Cramlington North (96 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents who own their own homes, while 

Isabella Ward (46 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents renting from the council or a housing 

association and Longhoughton (35 per cent) has the highest percentage of the population who rent their home 

privately. 

 Hexham West Ward (48 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents who have achieved a Level 4 or 

above qualification and Cowpen Ward (37 per cent) has the highest percentage with no qualifications. 

Who we are 

Population 

Table 6 at the end of this document contains ward population figures by age and sex. In terms of population Prudhoe 

East (5,829 people) is the largest ward in Northumberland and Cramlington South East (3,850 people) is the smallest. 

 

The Population of Northumberland is 316,000 according to the 2011 Census and 20 per cent (63,300 people) are aged 

65 and over (placing it amongst the top 30 per cent of local authorities in England with the highest percentage of 

people aged 65 and over). According to the latest interim 2011 Census based population projections this number is 

projected to increase to more than 25 per cent of the population (83,100 people) by 2021. Map 1B allows us to identify 

the locations of Wards within Northumberland that have the highest percentage of their population aged 65+. The five 

Wards with highest proportion of their population aged 65 and over are (highlighted in red in Map 1): 1 Bamburgh (29 

per cent), 2 Morpeth North (28 per cent), 3 Ponteland South with Heddon (28 per cent), 4 Lesbury (27 per cent), 5 

Corbridge (27 per cent).  

 

Northumberland has a population density of 0.6 people per hectare; when compared to other local authority areas in 

England only six of 326 local authority areas have a lower population density. Map 2 shows that there is a rural urban 

split within Northumberland. Wards in the South East corner of the county (shaded dark purple on the map) generally 

have a high population density while areas in the North and West of the county away from the county’s main towns 

(shaded light purple) have low population densities. The five wards with the highest and lowest population densities 

are highlighted in red and green on Map 1A. The Ward with the lowest population density in Northumberland is 1 

Bellingham (0.0 people per hectare), followed by 2 Rothbury (0.1), 3 Wooler (0.1), 4 South Tynedale (0.1), and 5 

Humshaugh (0.1). The ward with the highest population density is 1 Plessey (55 people per hectare), followed by 2 

Croft (53), 3 Isabella (50), 4 Ashington Central (45), 5 Cramlington Eastfield (43).
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Map 1: Usual Resident Population
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Health 

In Northumberland 78 per cent (247,400) of residents assessed their general health as either very good or good. A 

further 15 per cent described their health as fair (48,600), and six per cent (20,000) described their general health as 

either bad or very bad. Table 2 shows the five wards in Northumberland with the highest proportion of residents rating 

their health as good/very good and bad/very bad. Cramlington North (89 per cent) has the highest percentage of 

residents who stated their health was good/very good while Cowpen (11 per cent) has the highest percentage of 

residents who stated their health was bad/very bad. 

 
Table 1: Five Wards with highest Percentage of residents stating their Health was Good/Very Good and Bad/Very 

Bad. 

Good / very good Health   Bad / very bad health   

Ward Rate Number Ward Rate Number 

Cramlington North 89.4% 4,812 Cowpen 10.7% 479 

Ponteland West 86.5% 3,809 Newbiggin Central and East 10.7% 502 

Hexham West 85.9% 3,917 Hirst 10.5% 583 

Prudhoe West 84.8% 4,259 Croft 10.4% 486 

Ponteland South with Heddon 84.7% 3,638 Isabella 10.3% 500 

Source: 2011 Census (KS301EW), Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood Statistics website. 

Ethnic Group 

In Northumberland 98 per cent of the population belonged to the white ethnic group. Wards in Northumberland with 

the lowest percentage of the population belonging to the white ethnic group are shown in table 2 below. Ponteland 

West has the lowest percentage of people belonging to the white ethnic group (93 per cent); 5 per cent of the 

population identified themselves as Asian/Asian British which is the next most common ethnic group in the ward. 

 
Table 2: Wards with lowest percentage of people belonging to the white ethnic group 

 Broad Ethnic Group 

Ward White Mixed / 
multiple 

Asian / Asian 
British 

Black / 
African 

Other  

Ponteland West 93.3% 1.0% 5.3% 0.3% 0.2% 

Ponteland South with Heddon 94.4% 0.7% 4.3% 0.1% 0.5% 

Chevington with Longhorseley 95.3% 1.4% 1.6% 1.6% 0.2% 

Hirst 95.7% 0.8% 3.2% 0.2% 0.2% 

Ponteland North 96.6% 0.6% 2.4% 0.3% 0.1% 

Source: 2011 Census (KS201EW), Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood Statistics website. 
 

 

How we live 

This section includes statistics on the usual resident population that lived in households and covers the type of 

accommodation lived in, and whether it was owned or rented. 
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Accommodation Type 

In Northumberland 89 per cent (131,200) of households live in a whole house or bungalow (25 per cent Detached, 63 

per cent Semi-detached or terraced). 11 per cent of households (16,500) live in a flat, maisonette or apartment. 

Table 3 below shows wards with the highest percentage of households who live in different types of accommodation. 

Ponteland South with Heddon (71 per cent) has the highest percentage of households living in detached houses, 

Newbiggin Central and East (85 per cent) has the highest percentage living in Semi-detached or terraced housing and 

Wensleydale (33 per cent) has the highest percentage living in a flat, maisonette or apartment. 

 

Table 3: Wards with the highest proportion of households by selected accommodation types 

Detached Semi-detached / terraced Flat, maisonette or apartment 

Ponteland South w/Heddon 70.7% Newbiggin Central & East 84.9% Wensleydale 33.3% 

Ponteland West 69.4% Ashington Central 83.7% Cramlington South East 26.5% 

Cramlington North 65.2% Sleekburn 82.6% Berwick East 26.1% 

South Tynedale 54.4% Choppington 81.9% Alnwick 25.9% 

Ponteland East 48.5% Hirst 81.9% Berwick North 25.3% 
Source: 2011 Census (KS401EW), Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood Statistics website. 

Tenure 

Type of tenure refers to whether the household owned or rented their accommodation. In Northumberland 66 per 

cent of the population owned their own homes, while 19 per cent rented from the council or a housing association and 

15 per cent rented their homes privately. Cramlington North (96 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents who 

own their own homes, while Isabella Ward (46 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents renting from the 

council or a housing association and Longhoughton (35 per cent) has the highest percentage of the population who 

rent their home privately. Table 4 shows the five wards with the highest percentage of households by different tenure 

types. 

 

Table 4 Wards with the highest proportion of households by tenure type 

Owned (inc. shared ownership) Social Rented Private Rented (inc. living rent free) 

Cramlington North 96.3% Isabella 45.8% Longhoughton 34.8% 

South Blyth 93.2% Cowpen 40.2% Wooler 33.6% 

Ponteland South with Heddon 89.1% Cramlington West 34.7% Norham & Islandshires 31.5% 

Hexham West 84.6% Croft 31.5% Hirst 28.7% 

Stocksfield & Broomhaugh 83.9% Alnwick 31.1% Humshaugh 28.0% 

Source: 2011 Census (KS402EW), Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood Statistics website. 
 
 

What we do 

This section covers how people in Northumberland occupied themselves, whether they provided care for less able 

members of society, and what levels of qualification they had. 

Provision of unpaid care 

A person is a provider of unpaid care if they look after or give help or support to family members, friends, neighbours 

or others because of long-term physical or mental ill health or disability, or problems related to old age. This does not 
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include any activities as part of paid employment. 
 

In Northumberland 11 per cent (35,700) of residents were giving unpaid care in 2011. The five wards with the lowest 

and highest percentage of residents giving unpaid care are shown in Chart 1 below. Of Northumberland’s 67 wards 

Berwick East had the lowest percentage of residents giving unpaid care (9%) and Haydon (14%) has the highest. 

 

Chart 1: Five Wards with the Highest and Lowest Percentage of Residents Providing Unpaid Care 

 

Qualifications 

This section describes the highest level of qualification members of the population have achieved. This analysis 

concentrates on residents with no qualifications and residents with Level 4 or above (Bachelors degree or equivalent 

and higher qualifications). 

 

More than one quarter (26 per cent, 67,000) of Northumberland residents aged 16 and over had a level four or above 

qualification, while 24 per cent (62,600) had no qualifications. Map 2 shows the proportion of the population achieving 

Level 4 qualifications and those with no qualifications. The map also highlights the five wards with the highest 

percentage of population achieving Level 4 qualifications and those with no qualifications. The five wards with the 

highest percentage of residents with no qualifications fall into the south east corner of the county and the five wards 

with the highest percentage of residents with Level 4 qualifications are in the west of the county close to the border 

with Tyne and Wear. Hexham West Ward (48 per cent) has the highest percentage of residents who have achieved a 

Level 4 or above qualification and Cowpen Ward (37 per cent) has the highest percentage with no qualifications. 
 

Table 5 Wards with the Highest Percentage of Residents with Highest Qualification at Level 4 and No Qualifications 

Level 4 or Above Qualifications  No Qualifications  

1 Hexham West 47.9% 1 Cowpen 37.3% 

2 Stocksfield and Broomhaugh 47.1% 2 Isabella 35.6% 

3 Bywell 46.5% 3 Newbiggin Central and East 35.1% 

4 Ponteland South with Heddon 45.3% 4 Croft 35.1% 

5 Ponteland West 44.0% 5 Hirst 34.3% 
Source: 2011 Census (KS401EW), Office for National Statistics via Neighbourhood Statistics website.
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Map 2: Qualifications 
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Table 6: Northumberland Census 2011 Ward Population Estimates 

Ward Total Pop. Density 
(Hectare) 

Males Females 0 to 15 years 16 to 64 
years 

65 + years 

18 Alnwick 4,766 31.0 2,276 (48%) 2,490 (52%) 928 (19%) 2,979 (63%) 859 (18%) 
19 Amble 4,565 4.4 2,227 (49%) 2,338 (51%) 796 (17%) 2,852 (62%) 917 (20%) 
20 Amble West with Warkworth 4,172 1.0 2,020 (48%) 2,152 (52%) 543 (13%) 2,582 (62%) 1,047 (25%) 
21 Ashington Central 4,968 45.2 2,470 (50%) 2,498 (50%) 899 (18%) 3,339 (67%) 730 (15%) 
22 Bamburgh 4,846 0.4 2,386 (49%) 2,460 (51%) 619 (13%) 2,824 (58%) 1,403 (29%) 
23 Bedlington Central 4,294 10.5 2,043 (48%) 2,251 (52%) 662 (15%) 2,660 (62%) 972 (23%) 
24 Bedlington East 4,844 22.7 2,343 (48%) 2,501 (52%) 965 (20%) 3,122 (64%) 757 (16%) 
25 Bedlington West 5,657 6.1 2,751 (49%) 2,906 (51%) 1,120 (20%) 3,656 (65%) 881 (16%) 
26 Bellingham 4,074 0.0 2,035 (50%) 2,039 (50%) 609 (15%) 2,565 (63%) 900 (22%) 
27 Berwick East 4,874 17.5 2,326 (48%) 2,548 (52%) 834 (17%) 3,080 (63%) 960 (20%) 
28 Berwick North 4,477 2.1 2,142 (48%) 2,335 (52%) 693 (15%) 2,675 (60%) 1,109 (25%) 
29 Berwick West with Ord 4,066 2.4 1,924 (47%) 2,142 (53%) 738 (18%) 2,438 (60%) 890 (22%) 
30 Bothal 4,448 3.6 2,137 (48%) 2,311 (52%) 659 (15%) 2,790 (63%) 999 (22%) 
31 Bywell 4,534 1.0 2,179 (48%) 2,355 (52%) 856 (19%) 2,711 (60%) 967 (21%) 
32 Chevington with Longhorseley 5,596 0.6 3,257 (58%) 2,339 (42%) 825 (15%) 3,906 (70%) 865 (15%) 
33 Choppington 4,792 8.4 2,286 (48%) 2,506 (52%) 1,002 (21%) 3,013 (63%) 777 (16%) 
34 College 5,128 31.4 2,542 (50%) 2,586 (50%) 886 (17%) 3,332 (65%) 910 (18%) 
35 Corbridge 4,191 0.8 2,012 (48%) 2,179 (52%) 561 (13%) 2,513 (60%) 1,117 (27%) 
36 Cowpen 4,466 28.8 2,120 (47%) 2,346 (53%) 955 (21%) 2,757 (62%) 754 (17%) 
37 Cramlington East 5,440 26.6 2,586 (48%) 2,854 (52%) 979 (18%) 3,497 (64%) 964 (18%) 
38 Cramlington Eastfield 4,928 43.0 2,362 (48%) 2,566 (52%) 942 (19%) 3,530 (72%) 456 (9%) 
39 Cramlington North 5,380 40.7 2,646 (49%) 2,734 (51%) 1,191 (22%) 3,725 (69%) 464 (9%) 
40 Cramlington South East 3,850 25.7 1,876 (49%) 1,974 (51%) 435 (11%) 2,492 (65%) 923 (24%) 
41 Cramlington Village 4,503 23.6 2,099 (47%) 2,404 (53%) 671 (15%) 2,671 (59%) 1,161 (26%) 
42 Cramlington West 5,312 3.6 2,577 (49%) 2,735 (51%) 1,061 (20%) 3,529 (66%) 722 (14%) 
43 Croft 4,692 53.3 2,279 (49%) 2,413 (51%) 872 (19%) 3,030 (65%) 790 (17%) 
44 Haltwhistle 4,832 0.2 2,402 (50%) 2,430 (50%) 765 (16%) 3,032 (63%) 1,035 (21%) 
45 Hartley 4,923 5.5 2,359 (48%) 2,564 (52%) 714 (15%) 3,037 (62%) 1,172 (24%) 
46 Haydon 4,639 31.8 2,256 (49%) 2,383 (51%) 767 (17%) 3,053 (66%) 819 (18%) 
47 Haydon and Hadrian 4,454 0.2 2,193 (49%) 2,261 (51%) 735 (17%) 2,794 (63%) 925 (21%) 
48 Hexham Central with Acomb 4,353 3.4 2,063 (47%) 2,290 (53%) 705 (16%) 2,670 (61%) 978 (22%) 
49 Hexham East 4,185 7.4 1,945 (46%) 2,240 (54%) 647 (15%) 2,446 (58%) 1,092 (26%) 
50 Hexham West 4,559 2.7 2,216 (49%) 2,343 (51%) 836 (18%) 2,793 (61%) 930 (20%) 
51 Hirst 5,572 11.3 2,676 (48%) 2,896 (52%) 1,189 (21%) 3,591 (64%) 792 (14%) 
52 Holywell 5,039 7.8 2,455 (49%) 2,584 (51%) 736 (15%) 3,121 (62%) 1,182 (23%) 
53 Humshaugh 4,568 0.1 2,280 (50%) 2,288 (50%) 718 (16%) 2,915 (64%) 935 (20%) 
54 Isabella 4,835 50.1 2,350 (49%) 2,485 (51%) 1,046 (22%) 3,008 (62%) 781 (16%) 
55 Kitty Brewster 5,494 9.8 2,643 (48%) 2,851 (52%) 1,152 (21%) 3,481 (63%) 861 (16%) 
56 Lesbury 5,069 0.6 2,404 (47%) 2,665 (53%) 643 (13%) 3,042 (60%) 1,384 (27%) 
57 Longhoughton 4,424 0.2 2,236 (51%) 2,188 (49%) 780 (18%) 2,764 (62%) 880 (20%) 
58 Lynemouth 4,842 2.6 2,404 (50%) 2,438 (50%) 817 (17%) 3,139 (65%) 886 (18%) 
59 Morpeth Kirkhill 5,207 17.1 2,503 (48%) 2,704 (52%) 867 (17%) 3,090 (59%) 1,250 (24%) 
60 Morpeth North 4,416 12.3 2,159 (49%) 2,257 (51%) 584 (13%) 2,579 (58%) 1,253 (28%) 
61 Morpeth Stobhill 4,115 17.9 1,966 (48%) 2,149 (52%) 685 (17%) 2,507 (61%) 923 (22%) 
62 Newbiggin Central and East 4,710 7.5 2,242 (48%) 2,468 (52%) 803 (17%) 2,847 (60%) 1,060 (23%) 
63 Newsham 4,742 8.7 2,329 (49%) 2,413 (51%) 1,039 (22%) 3,062 (65%) 641 (14%) 
64 Norham and Islandshires 4,438 0.1 2,222 (50%) 2,216 (50%) 628 (14%) 2,673 (60%) 1,137 (26%) 
65 Pegswood 3,869 2.4 1,910 (49%) 1,959 (51%) 729 (19%) 2,550 (66%) 590 (15%) 
66 Plessey 3,998 54.8 1,930 (48%) 2,068 (52%) 671 (17%) 2,578 (64%) 749 (19%) 
67 Ponteland East 4,600 0.5 2,214 (48%) 2,386 (52%) 727 (16%) 2,695 (59%) 1,178 (26%) 
68 Ponteland North 4,454 0.2 2,127 (48%) 2,327 (52%) 753 (17%) 2,764 (62%) 937 (21%) 
69 Ponteland South with Heddon 4,295 1.9 2,152 (50%) 2,143 (50%) 684 (16%) 2,428 (57%) 1,183 (28%) 
70 Ponteland West 4,406 0.5 2,243 (51%) 2,163 (49%) 759 (17%) 2,642 (60%) 1,005 (23%) 
71 Prudhoe East 5,829 10.5 2,798 (48%) 3,031 (52%) 1,093 (19%) 3,609 (62%) 1,127 (19%) 
72 Prudhoe West 5,024 14.9 2,444 (49%) 2,580 (51%) 1,010 (20%) 3,433 (68%) 581 (12%) 
73 Rothbury 5,316 0.1 2,632 (50%) 2,684 (50%) 792 (15%) 3,219 (61%) 1,305 (25%) 
74 Seaton with Newbiggin West 4,632 10.2 2,317 (50%) 2,315 (50%) 973 (21%) 3,009 (65%) 650 (14%) 
75 Seghill with Seaton Delaval 5,460 4.2 2,685 (49%) 2,775 (51%) 912 (17%) 3,597 (66%) 951 (17%) 
76 Shilbottle 4,925 0.5 2,393 (49%) 2,532 (51%) 801 (16%) 3,050 (62%) 1,074 (22%) 
77 Sleekburn 3,998 4.3 1,989 (50%) 2,009 (50%) 705 (18%) 2,541 (64%) 752 (19%) 
78 South Blyth 4,564 17.5 2,262 (50%) 2,302 (50%) 799 (18%) 3,103 (68%) 662 (15%) 
79 South Tynedale 4,856 0.1 2,401 (49%) 2,455 (51%) 739 (15%) 3,104 (64%) 1,013 (21%) 
80 Stakeford 4,672 11.5 2,249 (48%) 2,423 (52%) 649 (14%) 2,828 (61%) 1,195 (26%) 
81 Stocksfield and Broomhaugh 4,799 1.5 2,303 (48%) 2,496 (52%) 731 (15%) 2,893 (60%) 1,175 (24%) 
82 Ulgham 5,238 0.7 2,547 (49%) 2,691 (51%) 913 (17%) 3,291 (63%) 1,034 (20%) 
83 Wensleydale 4,548 33.0 2,259 (50%) 2,289 (50%) 710 (16%) 3,002 (66%) 836 (18%) 
84 Wooler 4,266 0.1 2,065 (48%) 2,201 (52%) 559 (13%) 2,610 (61%) 1,097 (26%) 
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Map 3: Northumberland Ward Map

 

Please direct enquiries to Iain Rowe (01670) 624739. 

Policy and Research Team, Transformation Group, Northumberland County Council, County Hall, Morpeth, NE61 2EF. 

infonet@northumberland.gov.uk, www.northumberlandinfonet.org.uk 

mailto:infonet@northumberland.gov.uk
http://www.northumberlandinfonet.org.uk/

