
Under Occupancy 
Explained



How much will my Housing Bene� t be reduced? 

The two rates of reduction are:

1  Your Housing Bene
 t will go down by 14% if you 
have one extra bedroom

2  Your Housing Bene
 t will reduce by 25% if you 
have two or more extra bedrooms 

What are my options?

You can: 

 ●  Pay the di� erence and stay living where you are. To 
help with budgeting and money advice contact us 
on 01670 542424.

 ●  Think about moving to a property with the number 
of bedrooms that meet your circumstances. Visit 
www.home
 nder.co.uk for more information.  If 
you are already a tenant, another way of moving 
house is by swapping homes with another tenant 
– this is called a mutual exchange.  You can apply 
for a mutual exchange online at the HomeSwapper 
website: www.homeswapper.co.uk. Alternatively, 
you can contact Homes for Northumberland for 
advice on 01670 542424.

Under Occupation Explained 

What is under occupation? 

Under occupation is when you have more bedrooms than the 
Government says you need in your home. 

What is going to change?

From April 2013, the Government is going to reduce the amount 
of housing bene
 t paid to people of working age who have spare 
bedrooms in their home.   You may have heard people call this 

“Bedroom tax.”

“Working Age” is everybody between 16 and pension age.

How many bedrooms are allowed?

 ●  One bedroom is allowed 
for each adult (aged 16 
or over) or couple

 ●  A child under the age of 16 
will have to share with one 
other child of the same sex

 ●  Two children under the age 
of 10 will have to share a 
room regardless of sex

 ●  A room is allowed for a carer 
who needs to stay overnight

If you do not receive Housing Bene
 t you will not be a� ected

If you are a couple living in a two bedroom 
property or a couple with one child living in a 
three bedroom property you will be a� ected

Did you know…



All of the information included in this lea� et was correct at time 
of print (Sept 2012). Please be aware that the rules may change 
so please keep checking with us.

For further advice on under occupation contact Homes for 
Northumberland on 01670 542424.


