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STATION ROAD - ASHINGTON 

 

STATION ROAD 

The Ashington Building Frontage Improvement (BFI) Scheme is being funded 

by the County Council and is developing with the support and input of 

Ashington Town Council and Ashington Town Team.  It is intended to provide 

a boost to the street scene, public realm and shopfronts on the High Street.    

 

The scheme is part of the wider Ashington Investment Plan aimed at 

revitalising the town including the development of Portland Park, the 

recently opened new Leisure Centre and the £1.5m investment through the 

Station Road Improvement Scheme which has improved the look of the 

street and re-opened Station Road to traffic.  

   

 

THE PROJECT SO FAR… 

Mosedale Gillatt Architects have completed the first stage of their 

commission including an appraisal of Station Road currently. This involved 

assessing the general condition of the buildings and shopfronts as well as the 

contribution they make to the shopping street. At the same time they have 

started to look at the potential opportunities for improving Station Road, and 

would welcome the views of those that know and use Station Road at this 

early stage in the process before the scheme is delivered during 2017 and 

2018. 

 

“Many of the buildings are highly distinctive and offer a unique character to 

the town, and the Building Frontage Improvement Scheme can help 

rejuvenate the town centre.” 

YOUR VIEWS MATTER 

We would love to hear your thoughts on our plans so far.  

POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION 
 
• IMPRESSIVE SCALE AND INTEREST TO THE STREET UNIQUE 

TO ASHINGTON 
 

• DISTINCTIVE LENGTHS OF UNINTERRUPTED RED BRICK 
TERRACES 
 

• TERRACES PUNCTUATED BY IMPRESSIVE LARGE SCALE  
BUILDINGS OF DIFFERENT MATERIALS 
 

• EXCELLENT STREETSCAPE AND LANDSCAPING 
 

• CORNER BUILDING DENOTES ENTRANCE TO STREET (EAST) 
 

• IDENTIFIABLE AND CONTINUOUS HIGH STREET 
 
 

 
 
NEGATIVE CONTRIBUTION 
 
• OVERSIZED, OR DIFFERENT SIZED SIGNAGE/ FASCIAS 

DOMINATE STREET 
 

• OVERALL QUALITY AND CONDITION OF SHOP FRONTS IS 
POOR IN CONTRAST TO NEWLY INSTALLED HARD 
LANDSCAPING 
 

• SOME BUILDINGS IN POOR CONDITION (VEGETATION 
GROWTH, LACK OF MAINTENANCE, WINDOWS ETC) AT 
UPPER LEVELS 
 

• WEST ENTRANCE TO STATION ROAD  IS NOT INVITING OR 
INTEGRATED INTO THE STREET 
 

• BLANK FACADES (WINDOWS INFILLED) 

NORTH SIDE 

SOUTH SIDE 
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INTERESTING FOCAL POINT- 
STONE CORNER BUILDING AND 
RED BRICK TERRACE. VISIBLE 
FROM A DISTANCE. LANDMARK 
TO STREET END. 

FOCAL POINT TO END OF 
STATION ROAD JUNCTION IS 
UNDERUTILISED AT STREET 
LEVEL. OVERSIZED, BLANK 
FASCIA TO KEY CORNER 
 

SASH TIMBER 
WINDOW FRAMES IN 
POOR CONDITION 

NEGATIVE/ 
OVERSIZED FASCIA 
SIGNAGE 

SIMPLE FAÇADE IN 
COMPARISON TO ADJACENT 
PROPERTIES.  

DORMER WINDOW 
IN POOR CONDITION. 
BURSTING GROWTH TO 
ROOF 

DORMER WINDOW 
IN POOR CONDITION 

FASCIA BOARD SIGNAGE 
DOMINATES ELEVATION.  

ATTRACTIVE RED BRICK TERRACE AT UPPER 
LEVEL. STRONG RHYTHM TO FIRST FLOOR 
WINDOWS. THIS CONTRASTS WITH THE 
VARYING HEIGHTS/ SIZES OF FASCIAS 
BELOW WHICH DISRUPT THE RHYTHM OF 
THE STREET SCAPE 

TIMBER FRAME 
WINDOWS IN 
POOR CONDITION 

OVERSIZED, DEEP FASCIA 
AND ROLLER SHUTTER 
BOXING. RHYTHM OF 
STREET BROKEN.  

SHUTTERS TO FIRST FLOOR 
WINDOWS- DETRIMENTAL TO 
AESTHETIC OF STREET 

PAINTED FAÇADE- BREAKS 
RHYTHM OF RED BRICK 
TERRACE 

OVERSIZED SIGNAGE. 
LARGE, DEEP ROLLER 
SHUTTERS 

OVERSIZED FASCIA SIGNAGE 
STAND ALONE 
SINGLE STOREY 
UNITS DO NOT 
INTEGRATE INTO 
STREETSCAPE. 

BLANK GABLE END- ABRUPT 
END TO STATION ROAD 
WHEN APPROACHED FROM 
WEST 

DISTINCTIVE PUNCTUATION TO 
RED BRICK TERRACE STREET. 
UPPER FLOOR WINDOWS AND 
FAÇADE IN POOR CONDITION.  

DIFFERENT SCALES OF SIGNAGE/ 
HEIGHTS OF FASCIAS BETWEEN 
ADJACENT SHOPS. POSITIONS AND 
SIZES OF ROLLER SHUTTERS VARY 

STALL RISERS/ FRAMING 
EVIDENT. POTENTIAL TO 
IMPROVE MATERIAL 
PALETTE GENERALLY 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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STATION ROAD - SITE APPRAISAL 

NORTH SIDE 

POOR CONDITION WINDOW 
FRAMES AND FAÇADE – 
STAINED PAINTWORK 

BLANK FAÇADE IN VERY 
DOMINANT POSITION AT 
CORNER JUNCTION- VISIBLE 
FROM A DISTANCE. LARGE 
OVERSIZED SIGNAGE 

CONSTANT SIZE/ HEIGHT OF 
FASCIAS ACROSS ADJACENT 
SHOPS 

INTERESTING 
WINDOWS 

INTERESTING ART DECO STYLE 
BUILDING TO UPPER FLOOR. 
EVIDENCE OF STYLE AND 
SYMMETRY LOST AT STREET LEVEL 

PAINTWORK IN POOR 
CONDITION 

RECENT CHANGES TO STREET LEVEL SHOP FRONTS. 
MINIMAL EVIDENCE OF STRUCTURE/ RHYTHM TO 
FAÇADE- LOST BY OVERLY DOMINANT SIGNAGE. 
RECESSED ENTRANCES HAVE POTENTIAL TO ADD 
INTEREST BACK TO STREET LEVEL.  

VARIETY OF BUILDING TYPES- 
LACK OF COHERENCE/ 
RHYTHM AT STREET LEVEL.  

BLANK FAÇADE- ROLLER 
SHUTTERS DOMINATE 
FACADE 

RECESSED 
ENTRANCES- ADD 
INTEREST ALONG 
STREET  

CANOPY OVER 
BUTCHERS 
ENTRANCE - ONLY 
CANOPY FEATURED 
ON STREET? 
RECALLS HISTORIC 
IMAGES OF 
CANOPIES TO SHOP 
FRONTS. 

NO COHERENCE/ 
APPROPRIATE SCALE TO 
3NO. SHOPFRONTS.  

DISTINCTIVE 
PUNCTUATION TO 
STREET. 
INTERESTING 
FAÇADE WITH 
(ASSUMED) 
HISTORIC SIGNAGE 
VISIBLE. ORIGINAL 
WINDOWS IN POOR 
CONDITION 

OVERSIZED FASCIAS. POTENTIAL FOR 
SIZE OF SIGNAGE/ FASCIAS TO LINK 
ACROSS DOMINANT TALLER 
BUILDING- COHERENCE TO UNIFIED 
BLOCK. STALL RISERS POOR QUALITY 

ROLLER SHUTTER AND 
LARGE SIGNAGE 
DOMINANT ON STREET 

WINDOWS IN 
POOR CONDITION 

UPLIGHTING OVER ENTRANCE. POTENTIAL 
TO REINSTATE (BETTER QUALITY) LIGHTS TO 
ADJACENT BUILDINGS- UNIFY FAÇADE AND 
STRENGTHEN HIERARCHY OF BLOCK 

EVIDENCE OF HISTORIC SHOP 
FRONT/STALL RISERS/ PILASTERS 

FASCIA BOARD 
IN POOR 
CONDITION  

ORIGINAL PILASTERS VISIBLE IN 
PLACES SUGGEST ORIGINAL 
SHOPFRONT MAY EXIST BEHIND 
CURRENT SIGNAGE 

7 

8 

9 10 

YOUR VIEWS MATTER 

SOUTH SIDE 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
IMPROVEMENT / INTERVENTION 

POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION 

NEGATIVE CONTRIBUTION 

suzanne
Callout
UPSTAIRS ACCOMMODATION- PRECEDENT

suzanne
Callout
EXTEND TO TOWN HALL

suzanne
Textbox
- PERCEPTION OF NORTH SIDE BENEFITTING MORE THAN SOUTH SIDE (WIDER STREETS/ PAVEMENTS). THE SOUTH SIDE CAN'T PUT EXTERNAL SIGNS ON PAVEMENT- REDUCE TO ENCOURAGE MONEY TO BE SPENT ON BUILDINGS- DULUX/ AXO NOBEL PAINT TO GABLES/ SHOPFRONTS/BUILDING POPULAR WITH MANY- CANTERBURY, HORSHAM. SUTTON- SOMETHING ON ROUNDABOUT

suzanne
Callout
BUTCHEROWNER WANTS TO CREATE A WALK IN SHOP- WOULD IT BE APPLICABLE FOR FUNDING? COLOUR OF ROLLER SHUTTER

suzanne
Callout
TIGHT FOR DISABLED PEOPLE (X2 COMMENT)

suzanne
Callout
LIKED IMPROVING BUILDING TOP

suzanne
Callout
THRESHOLD ISSUE

suzanne
Callout
POUNDLAND INTERNAL SIGNS. EVERYONE SEES IT (FIRST).NEGATIVE PERCEPTION- DOESN'T ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO GO DOWN STATION ROAD

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE - RE-USE OF ROOF TOP AREA

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION TO KIOSK - POSSIBLE EXTERNAL COFFEE SHOP

suzanne
Callout
MANY SHOPS ON SOUTH SIDE HAVE BASEMENTS

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION TO REINSTATEMENT OF FINNIAL

suzanne
Callout
COMMENTS TO CREATE LINK THROUGH

Ciaran
Line



STATION ROAD – INITIAL VIEWS ON APPROACH 
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1 

SINGLE STOREY, LOW QUALITY ADDITIONS. 
DISRUPT RHYTHM OF BRICK TERRACE 
BEYOND. INCOMPLETE END TO MAIN 
SHOPPING STREET 

EXPOSED, VISIBLE GABLE 
END. POTENTIAL TO 
STRENGTHEN KEY VIEW 
OF STATION ROAD 

• POTENTIAL FUTURE DEVELOPMENT SITE - 2 STOREY ADDITION 
• ARTIST INPUT TO IMPROVE GABLE END 
• SIGNAGE AND LIGHTING TO PROVIDE A FOCAL POINT TO THIS KEY POSITION 

ALONG STATION ROAD 

ATTRACTIVE RED BRICK 
TERRACE. STRONG 
IDENTITY AND RHYTHM 
TO STREET (NORTHERN) 
AT FIRST FLOOR LEVEL 

SIGNAGE/ FASCIAS AT DIFFERENT 
HEIGHTS- LACK OF COHERENCE 
TO SHOPFRONTS- DISJOINTED.  

POTENTIAL FOR NEW SHOP FRONTS TO 
UNITE THE TWO SHOPS WHILST 
MAINTAINING THEIR OWN SEPARATE 
IDENTITIES 

POOR CONDITION SIGNAGE AND LARGE 
ROLLER SHUTTER BOXING. POTENTIAL 
FOR CORRECTLY SCALED SHOP FRONT 
TO IMPROVE STREETSCAPE 

2 3 
NEW SHOP FRONT FEATURES TO IMPROVE 
STREETSCAPE 1 2 

3 
4 5 

6 

DEEP/ OVERSIZED ROLLER SHUTTER BOXING AND 
SIGNAGE. IMPOSING ON FAÇADE. 

DISTINCTIVE BUILDING ON 
NORTHERN SIDE OF STREET. 
WINDOWS AND FAÇADE IN 
POOR CONDITION.  

WINDOWS IN 
POOR 
CONDITION.  

4 
POTENTIAL FOR A NEW SHOP FRONT 
WITH INTEGRATED ROLLER SHUTTERS 
AND CORRECTLY PROPORTIONED 
SIGNAGE. POTENTIAL TO INTRODUCE 
RAMPED ACCESS INTO THE SHOP 

5 
REMEDIAL WORKS TO THE WINDOWS AND 
FAÇADE TO IMPROVE THE CONDITION OF 
THE BUILDING 

6 
REMEDIAL WORKS TO UPPER FLOOR WINDOWS. 
CLEAN UP STONEWORK, REINSTATE A NEW SHOP 
FRONT TO THE CORNER UNIT. CREATE A FOCAL 
POINT TO THE PROMINENT LOCATION. 
POTENTIAL TO  INTEGRATE EXTERNAL LIGHTING 

FOCAL POINT TO END OF STATION 
ROAD JUNCTION. UNDERUTILISED AT 
STREET LEVEL. OVERSIZED, BLANK 
FASCIA TO KEY CORNER 

INTERESTING ART DECO STYLE 
BUILDING TO THE UPPER FLOOR. 
EVIDENCE OF STYLE AND 
SYMMETRY IS LOST AT STREET 
LEVEL 

7 

PAINTWORK IS IN 
POOR CONDITION 

REFURBISH UPPER LEVEL FAÇADE AND WINDOWS. REINSTATE SHOP FRONT PROPORTIONS AT GROUND 
FLOOR LEVEL TO REFLECT THE SYMMETRY OF THE BUILDING ABOVE 

RECESSED ENTRANCES HAVE THE  
POTENTIAL TO CREATE INTEREST 
ALONG THE STREET 

CANOPY OVER BUTCHERS 
ENTRANCE. RECALLS THE HISTORIC 
IMAGES OF CANOPIES TO THE 
SHOP FRONTS. 

8 
REINSTATE SHOP FRONT TO IMPROVE PROPORTIONS 
AT STREET LEVEL. ITS POSITION ON STATION ROAD 
HAS THE POTENTIAL TO LIFT THE AESTHETIC OF 
STREET 

7 
8 9 10 

9 
REFURBISH UPPER LEVEL FAÇADE AND WINDOWS. REINSTATE THE SHOP FRONT PROPORTIONS AT GROUND FLOOR LEVEL TO REFLECT THE SYMMETRY OF 
BUILDING. EXTEND FASCIA TREATMENT ACROSS THE BUILDING BLOCK TO GIVE A HIERARCHY TO STREET LEVEL. POTENTIAL TO INSTALL EXTERNAL LIGHTING 
TO PROVIDE VISUAL INTEREST AT NIGHT, UNIFY THE FAÇADE AND STRENGTHEN THE HIERARCHY OF THE BUILDING BLOCK ON THE STREET. ORIGINAL 
PILASTERS ARE VISIBLE IN PLACES WHICH SUGGEST THAT AN ORIGINAL SHOPFRONT MAY EXIST BEHIND THE CURRENT SIGNAGE. THERE IS A POTENTIAL TO 
REINSTALL THE EXISTING SHOPFRONTS 

INTERESTING FAÇADE WITH 
HISTORIC SIGNAGE VISIBLE. 
(ASSUMED) ORIGINAL WINDOWS 
IN POOR CONDITION 

NO COHERENCE/ APPROPRIATE 
SCALE TO 3NO. SHOPFRONTS. 
POTENTIAL TO TREAT IN SIMILAR 
MANNER- UNIFY 3NO. 
SHOPFRONTS TO REFLECT 
RHYTHM TO UPPER FLOOR 

NEWER WINDOWS- NOT ORIGINAL. 
‘2’ RATHER THAN ‘3’ RHYTHM TO 
FAÇADE. REFLECTED AT STREET 
LEVEL 

OVERSIZED SIGNAGE WINDOWS IN POOR CONDITION 

POSSIBLE EVIDENCE OF HISTORIC 
SHOP FRONT?  

POTENTIAL TO CARRY OUT REMEDIAL 
WORKS TO UPPER FLOOR WINDOWS 
AND TO REINSTATE THE ORIGINAL 
SHOP FRONT 

10 

6 
6 6 

6 6 6 

YOUR VIEWS MATTER 
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NORTH SIDE 

SOUTH SIDE 

suzanne
Callout
COMMENTS NOTED VARYING HEIGHTS OF SIGNAGE AS A NEGATIVE

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION TO ARTWORK SUGGESTTION
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OPPORTUNITY FOR ARTWORK AT 
ENTRANCE TO STATION ROAD INCREASES 
VISIBILITY FROM ADJACENT STREETS 

PROMINENT GABLES DECORATED, 
OR POTENTIAL ARTWORK 

FINNIAL POSSIBLY REINSTATED 

WINDOWS REFURBISHED 

CAFÉ/NEWS KIOSK AND 
EXTERNAL SEATING 

SENSITIVELY DESIGNED 
SHOPFRONT AND SIGNAGE 

BOLD SIGNAGE AND LIGHTING OR ARTWORK TO ENHANCE 
AN UNDERUTILISED POSITION ON STATION ROAD 
• CREATES A FOCAL POINT 
• RAISES EYE LEVEL 
• DRAWS PEOPLE TO THE SHOPPING STREET FROM THE 

STATION 

INTEREST ADDED TO STREET THROUGH CANOPIES TO SHOP FRONTS 

HISTORIC IMAGES OF STATION ROAD 

VISUALISATION – EASTERN APPROACH TO STATION ROAD 

PRECEDENTS – CANOPIES, LIGHTING, CORNERS 

© Mosedale Gillatt Architects 2017 www.mgarchitects.info 

YOUR VIEWS MATTER 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE PLANS SO FAR.  

ACTIVITY OF CAFÉ EXTENDS IN FRONT OF SHOP FRONTS (BLYTH) BEFORE AFTER 

VISUALISATION – WESTERN APPROACH TO STATION ROAD 

POSSIBLE CHANGES THAT COULD BE IMPLEMENTED TO STATION ROAD ARTWORK / SIGNAGE – TEMPORARY / PERMANENT CHANGES TO IMPROVE WESTERN APROACH 

CORNICE 

CORBEL OR 
CONSOLE BRACKET 

FASCIA OR 
FRIEZE 

PILASTER 

TRANSOM 

MULLION 

STALL RISER 

TYPICAL ELEMENTS OF A SHOPFRONT 

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE- SEEN FROM ALL SIDES. NEW ROUNDABOUT AND ENTRANCE TO STREET IMPORTANT-CO-OP BUILDING NEARBY MENTIONED

suzanne
Callout
STRONG VISTA, QUALITY BUILDING

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION (X3). SENSE OF IDENTITY

suzanne
Callout
PROJECTION/ ARTWORK OF OLD/NEW

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION (X3) TO CANOPIES. PROVIDES SHELTER FROM THE RAIN, ADDS COLOUR

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION TO INSTALLING HISTORIC SHOPFRONTS

suzanne
Callout
POSITIVE REACTION TO KIOSK - POSSIBLE EXTERNAL COFFEE SHOP?




