
Morpeth Forum
Update and Feedback Event

Welcome to the

“We’ve been very impressed with the engagement  
and feedback from our previous events - there’s a  
real passion from local people to have their say  
and get involved.

“We’ve listened carefully to everyone’s feedback  
and there was clearly a desire for improved leisure 
facilities in the town. We were delighted to recently 
announce plans for a new £18m leisure centre and  
more details about this exciting new development  
are on show here today.”

Councillor Richard Wearmouth 
Cabinet Member  
for Economic Development 
Northumberland County Council

“As members of Morpeth Town Council, the Morpeth 
Forum gives us insights into the thinking and motivation 
of and constraints on the County Council – and also 
gives us the ear of those at NCC making decisions that 
affect the town.

“It is therefore very important that we, as representatives 
of the local community, fully understand the wishes and 
concerns of the people of Morpeth and express them 
at Forum meetings.”

Councillor Nic Best 
Morpeth Town Council

The Morpeth Forum is a partnership between Northumberland  
County Council and Morpeth Town Council.
Its aim is to oversee how the town develops over the coming years in line with the 
Neighbourhood Plan and make best use of the County Council’s key sites. We want  
local people to be fully involved and have their say on the future of their town as we  
go forward.

  WE AIM: To involve you in 
shaping the future look and  
feel of Morpeth

  WE AIM: To see how services  
can be best delivered to local 
people

  WE AIM: To gather ideas on  
what people want in the town

MORPETH
FORUM
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Since last time...

MORPETH
FORUM

The Terrace site has 
been identified as the 
new location for the 

Leisure Centre.

Building work is  
on track and the new 
Morpeth First School 

will open in September 
2019.

© 2019 Google, Map Data

A new car park 
on the Goosehill 

site is coming  
next year.

The refurbishment 
of County Hall is 
progressing well.

An £18 million 
investment has been 
confirmed for a new 

Leisure & Community 
Services Hub.
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1

Mark Tweedie
Chief Executive of Active Northumberland

Morpeth Leisure Centre

 "At Active Northumberland we are 

committed to providing great places and 

great experiences for everyone. We want to 

help people to be active and enjoy wellness 

for life using our facilities and services. To 

achieve this we understand how important 

it is for people to have the best facilities, so 

we are delighted to be able to share with you 

our exciting plans for a new leisure centre 

for Morpeth Town Centre."
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Morpeth Leisure Centre
Opportunities & Constraints 2
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Morpeth Leisure Centre
Comparative Graphic Brief 3
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Morpeth Leisure Centre
Internal Precedents 4

Internal Materials
Dry Sports 

Internal Materials
Wet Sports

Internal Materials
Fitness Studio

Internal Materials
Reception/ Library / Ancillary 
Spaces
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Morpeth Leisure Centre
Next Steps 5

Progress Design Proposals
March - May 2019

Public Consultation
May 2019

Planning Submission
June 2019

Construction Commencement
Late 2019

Moving Forward
 This presentation marks the beginning of an exciting 
journey in the development of new leisure facilities for 
the people of Northumberland.

 We will be holding another public consultation event 
in May 2019 where you will have a further opportunity to 
view and comment on more detailed design proposals.

 In the meantime we would be grateful if you could fill 
out a feedback form with your comments to help shape 
the design process.
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Morpeth First School

MORPETH
FORUM

“As a council we are committed to delivering the best possible educational environments for our young people.

“It’s great to see work progressing so well on the new Morpeth First School. It’s a fantastic step forward towards 
providing current and future pupils of the school with new, state of the art facilities and playing areas.”

Councillor Wayne Daley 
Cabinet Member for Children’s Services  
Northumberland County Council
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Vision for The Chantry

We welcome your thoughts on this working vision

Our working vision is to create a vibrant must visit building with a compelling 
visitor offer that tells stories of Morpeth and Northumberland’s distinctive past 
with local produce, creativity and cultural activity at its core.

Factors to consider are:

MORPETH
FORUM

Conservation Sustainability A museum offer

Business growth The visitor economy Reducing the operating  
costs to the Council
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MORPETH
FORUM

Next Steps

Establish best use  
for the future of  

The Chantry 

Progress the new  
Leisure Centre 
development

Continued 
implementation  

of parking strategy  
for Morpeth

Working with  
developers to ensure 
buildings are brought 

back into use

Consider opportunities 
for existing Riverside 
Leisure Centre site
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MORPETH
FORUM

County Hall Refurbishment
The current County Hall was completed in 1981 and while structurally sound is in need of refurbishment both 
inside and out. The Council has embarked on a comprehensive programme which will see improvements 
delivered on a phased basis over the next two years. 

The aims

The environment

The work will deliver a more energy efficient building to cut bills and carbon emissions. Examples include:

The works

Outside improvements include roof replacement, window refurbishment and installation of solar panels.  
Inside improvements include:

The timescale

1.  To address current external and 
internal building condition issues.

2.  To create a modern, fit for 
purpose office environment.

3.  To make the most efficient  
use of County Hall.

  Solar panels to generate 
electricity.

 Additional roof insulation.

  Installation of LED lighting 
throughout the building.

 Improved heating controls.

  More electric car charging 
points.

  Keeping the hardwood window 
frames rather than replacing them.

  Improved accessibility for staff 
and visitors including a Changing 
Places facility, more accessible 
toilets and power assisted doors.

  Refurbished office areas to 
create open plan offices.

  Changes to the `front-of-house’ 
areas to improve public access 
to the building.

  Outside improvements are well 
underway, with works completed 
to two of the six blocks.

  Inside refurbishment of office 
areas begins in April.

  The ‘front-of-house’ work is 
scheduled to begin in May 2020.

  Entire programme scheduled  
for completion in July 2021.
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MORPETH
FORUM

Morpeth First School 
Work started on the 6th August 2018 and the school will open in September 
2019. The new school will house educational facilities for Reception to 
Year 4, including an early years facility.

Progress to date:
  Brickwork is  
almost complete

  Majority of roof 
works now complete

  Most frames and 
glazing completed

  Services being 
installed

  Plastering 
started
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MORPETH
FORUM

Chantry Middle School
Northumberland County Council has worked recently with The Three Rivers 
Learning Trust to provide additional classrooms on site. This allowed Chantry 
to expand its pupil admission numbers in 2018/19 by 30 places. The Trust will 
now have the capacity to flexibly manage the intake numbers at Chantry to 
match the needs of the local community.
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